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Essential Vocabulary Words

A

Abate: To decrease; reduce.

e Usage:
1. The storm finally began to abate after hours of relentless rain.
2. The government is working to abate pollution levels in the city.
3. His anger abated after hearing the full explanation.

e Synonyms: Subside; Diminish

e Antonyms: Intensify; Increase

Abdicate: To give up a position, right, or power.

e Usage:
1. The king decided to abdicate the throne in favor of his son.
2. Under pressure, the CEO chose to abdicate his role in the
company.
3. She was forced to abdicate her responsibilities due to health
issues.
e Synonyms: Resign; Relinquish
e Antonyms: Retain; Hold

Aberrant: Deviating from what is normal.

e Usage:
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1. His aberrant behavior raised concerns among his colleagues.
2. The scientists noted the aberrant patterns in the animal’s
migration.
3. The aberrant results from the experiment puzzled the
researchers.
e Synonyms: Anomalous; Irregular
e Antonyms: Normal; Standard

Abeyance: Temporary suppression or suspension.

e Usage:
1. The project was put into abeyance due to funding issues.

2. Legal proceedings are in abeyance until further notice.

3. His inheritance remained in abeyance until his 18th birthday.
e Synonyms: Suspension; Postponement
e Antonyms: Continuation; Activity

Abject: Miserable; pitiful.

e Usage:
1. The refugees lived in abject conditions in the overcrowded camp.

2. His abject apology showed his deep regret for his actions.

3. The team faced abject failure after months of hard work.

e Synonyms: Wretched; Deplorable
e Antonyms: Exalted; Proud

Abjure: To reject; abandon formally.
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e Usage:
1. After joining the monastery, he chose to abjure worldly
possessions.
2. The politician abjured his previous views in favor of a more
moderate stance.
3. Under oath, she abjured all former ties to the organization.
e Synonyms: Renounce; Forswear

e Antonyms: Embrace; Accept

Ablution: Washing or cleansing, often in a religious context.

e Usage:
1. Before entering the temple, the monks performed their morning
ablutions.
2. She completed her daily ablutions at dawn, feeling spiritually
refreshed.
3. In some cultures, ablution is a crucial part of preparing for
prayer.
e Synonyms: Cleansing; Washing
e Antonyms: Contamination; Defilement

Abrogate: To abolish or annul formally.

e Usage:
1. The government decided to abrogate the outdated law.
2. After much debate, the treaty was abrogated by mutual consent.
3. The committee voted to abrogate the unfair policies that had

been in place for decades.
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e Synonyms: Repeal; Annul
e Antonyms: Enforce; Establish

Abscission: The act of cutting; the natural separation of a leaf or other part
of a plant.

e Usage:
1. The abscission of leaves from trees is a natural part of autumn.

2. The gardener carefully performed the abscission to promote
healthy growth.

3. The plant's abscission process was triggered by the onset of
disease.

e Synonyms: Separation; Pruning
e Antonyms: Attachment; Growth

Abscond: To depart secretly.

e Usage:
1. The thief managed to abscond with the valuable jewels before
the police arrived.
2. She decided to abscond from the party to avoid an awkward
conversation.
3. The fugitive absconded from the country to avoid arrest.
e Synonyms: Escape; Flee
e Antonyms: Arrive; Stay

Abstemious: Moderate in appetite.
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e Usage:
1. His abstemious eating habits were key to maintaining his slim

figure.
2. Despite the abundance of food, she remained abstemious during
the feast.
3. An abstemious approach to alcohol consumption helped him stay
healthy.
e Synonyms: Moderate; Temperate
e Antonyms: Gluttonous; Excessive

Abstinence: The giving up of certain pleasures.

e Usage:
1. His practice of abstinence from sugary foods led to improved

health.
2. The religious group advocated abstinence from worldly

pleasures.
3. She observed a period of abstinence during her spiritual retreat.

e Synonyms: Restraint; Self-denial
e Antonyms: Indulgence; Excess

Abstruse: Difficult to understand; obscure.

e Usage:
1. The professor's lecture was so abstruse that few students could

follow it.
2. The philosopher's ideas were too abstruse for most to grasp.
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3. The text contained several abstruse concepts that puzzled the
readers.
e Synonyms: Obscure; Perplexing
e Antonyms: Clear; Simple

Abysmal: Very bad; extreme in degree.

e Usage:
1. The team's performance was abysmal, resulting in a crushing

defeat.
2. Her abysmal attitude towards the project led to its failure.
3. The conditions in the abandoned building were abysmal.
e Synonyms: Horrible; Terrible
e Antonyms: Excellent; Outstanding

Accretion: Growth in size or increase in amount.

e Usage:
1. The accretion of sediments at the river delta has significantly
altered the landscape.
2. Over time, the accretion of small savings can lead to substantial

wealth.

3. The accretion of knowledge in the field is evident from the recent

advancements.
e Synonyms: Accumulation; Increase

e Antonyms: Reduction; Decrease
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Accrue: To accumulate; grow by additions.

e Usage:
1. Interest will accrue on your savings account over time.
2. Benefits will accrue to those who invest in their education.
3. The company'’s profits began to accrue rapidly after the new
product launch.
e Synonyms: Accumulate; Grow
e Antonyms: Decrease; Diminish

Adamant: Uncompromising; unyielding.

e Usage:
1. She was adamant about her decision to move to a new city.
2. Despite the arguments, he remained adamant and refused to
change his mind.
3. The negotiator was adamant in securing a fair deal for both
parties.
e Synonyms: Unyielding; Stubborn
e Antonyms: Flexible; Compliant

Adjunct: Something added, attached, or joined.

e Usage:
1. The adjunct professor taught additional courses in the evening.
2. The new software was an adjunct to the existing system.
3. They added an adjunct section to the report to cover new

developments.
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e Synonyms: Addition; Supplement
e Antonyms: Main part; Core

Admonish: To caution or reprimand.

e Usage:
1. The teacher admonished the students for being late.
2. She was admonished by her parents for not completing her
chores.
3. The manager admonished the staff to adhere to company
policies.
e Synonyms: Reprimand; Caution
e Antonyms: Praise; Ignore

Adulterate: To corrupt or make impure.

e Usage:
1. The company was fined for adulterating their products with
cheaper ingredients.

2. Adding water to the wine adulterates its quality.

3. The scandal involved attempts to adulterate the results of the

research.
e Synonyms: Contaminate; Pollute
e Antonyms: Purify; Refine

Aesthetic: Relating to beauty or the arts.
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e Usage:
1. The interior designer’s aesthetic was modern and minimalistic.

2. They appreciated the aesthetic value of the painting.
3. The building’s aesthetic appeal contributed to its historical
significance.
e Synonyms: Artistic; Beautiful
e Antonyms: Unattractive; Unappealing

Affected: Pretentious; phony.

e Usage:
1. His affected mannerisms were off-putting to his colleagues.

2. She spoke with an affected accent that didn’t match her
background.
3. The affected style of the novel was criticized for lacking
authenticity.
e Synonyms: Pretentious; Phony
e Antonyms: Genuine; Natural

Affinity: Fondness; liking; similarity.

e Usage:
1. She has an affinity for classical music and attends concerts

regularly.
2. The two companies had an affinity in their business practices.
3. His affinity with animals was evident in his career as a
veterinarian.

e Synonyms: Liking; Similarity
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e Antonyms: Dislike; Dissimilarity

Aggrandize: To make larger or greater.

e Usage:
1. The emperor sought to aggrandize his empire through conquest.

2. The movie exaggerated historical events to aggrandize the
hero’s achievements.
3. She tried to aggrandize her role in the project during the
meeting.
e Synonyms: Exaggerate; Magnify
e Antonyms: Diminish; Belittle

Aggregate: Amounting to a whole; total.

e Usage:
1. The aggregate score of the match determined the tournament

winner.
2. The data was aggregated to provide a comprehensive report.
3. The company’s aggregate revenue showed significant growth
this year.
e Synonyms: Total; Sum
e Antonyms: Partial; Individual

Alacrity: Cheerful willingness; eagerness; speed.

e Usage:
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1. She accepted the invitation with alacrity.
2. The workers completed the task with alacrity, impressing their
manager.
3. His alacrity in responding to emails made him a valued team
member.
e Synonyms: Eagerness; Readiness
e Antonyms: Reluctance; Hesitation

Alchemy: Medieval chemical philosophy based on changing metal into gold;

a seemingly magical power or process of transmutation.

e Usage:
1. Alchemy was once considered a legitimate science, focused on
transforming base metals into gold.
2. The novel described the protagonist’s journey through the world
of alchemy.
3. The idea of alchemy symbolizes the quest for extraordinary
change or transformation.
e Synonyms: Transmutation; Magic
e Antonyms: Science; Reality

Allay: To lessen; ease; soothe.

e Usage:
1. The doctor’s reassurance helped to allay her fears about the
procedure.
2. The company issued a statement to allay concerns about the

product’s safety.
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3. The soothing music helped allay the stress of the long journey.
e Synonyms: Reduce; Soothe
e Antonyms: Intensify; Aggravate

Alleviate: To relieve; improve partially.

e Usage:
1. The medication helped to alleviate the symptoms of the illness.

2. She sought to alleviate her stress through meditation and
exercise.
3. The new policies aimed to alleviate poverty in the region.
e Synonyms: Relieve; Ease
e Antonyms: Worsen; Aggravate

Alloy: A combination; a mixture of two or more metals.

e Usage:
1. Steel is an alloy of iron and carbon.

2. The jeweler created a unique alloy for the custom-made ring.
3. The properties of the alloy made it ideal for use in aerospace
applications.
e Synonyms: Mixture; Blend
e Antonyms: Pure metal; Single

Allure: The power to entice by charm.

e Usage:
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1. The allure of the exotic vacation destination was irresistible.
2. Her charisma and charm had a certain allure that captivated
everyone.
3. The advertisement highlighted the allure of the new product.
e Synonyms: Attraction; Charm
e Antonyms: Repulsion; Disinterest

Amalgamate: To combine into a unified whole.

e Usage:
1. The two companies decided to amalgamate to create a stronger

business entity.
2. The recipe calls for amalgamating various spices to enhance the
flavor.
3. The artist amalgamated different styles to create a unique piece
of art.
e Synonyms: Combine; Merge
e Antonyms: Separate; Divide

Ambiguous: Unclear or doubtful in meaning.

e Usage:
1. The instructions were ambiguous and led to confusion among the

team.

2. His response was intentionally ambiguous, leaving the question
unanswered.

3. The plot of the novel was ambiguous, with many open-ended

questions.
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e Synonyms: Unclear; Vague
e Antonyms: Clear; Explicit

Ambivalence: The state of having conflicting emotional attitudes.

e Usage:
1. Her ambivalence about moving to a new city was evident in her

hesitation.
2. The ambivalence in his feelings about the job offer made the
decision difficult.
3. The relationship was marked by ambivalence, with mixed signals
from both sides.
e Synonyms: Uncertainty; Mixed feelings
e Antonyms: Certainty; Decisiveness

Ambrosia: Something delicious; the food of the gods.

e Usage:
1. The dessert was described as ambrosia, a perfect ending to the
meal.
2. In Greek mythology, ambrosia was considered the food of the
gods.
3. The chef’s special dish was regarded as culinary ambrosia by the
guests.
e Synonyms: Delicacy; Nectar
e Antonyms: Unpleasant food; Blandness
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Ameliorate: To improve.

e Usage:
1. The new policies were designed to ameliorate working

conditions.

17

2. She sought ways to ameliorate the situation and find a solution.

3. The charity aims to ameliorate the living standards of the
underprivileged.
e Synonyms: Improve; Enhance
e Antonyms: Worsen; Deteriorate

Amenable: Agreeable; cooperative; suited.

e Usage:
1. The team was amenable to the changes suggested by the
manager.
2. She is amenable to feedback and willing to make adjustments.
3. The new candidate proved to be amenable to the company's
culture.
e Synonyms: Cooperative; Compliant
e Antonyms: Uncooperative; Resistant

Amenity: Something that increases comfort.

e Usage:
1. The hotel offers many amenities, including a spa and fitness

center.
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2. The new apartment complex boasts various amenities such as a

pool and concierge service.
3. The amenities provided by the company made the workplace
more enjoyable.
e Synonyms: Convenience; Feature

e Antonyms: Discomfort; Inconvenience

Amulet: Ornament worn as a charm against evil spirits.

e Usage:
1. She wore an amulet around her neck for protection and good
luck.
2. The ancient amulet was believed to have magical powers.
3. Many cultures use amulets as a way to ward off negative
energies.
e Synonyms: Charm; Talisman
e Antonyms: Curse; Hex

Anachronism: Something out of the proper time.

e Usage:
1. The use of a smartphone in a historical film was a clear

anachronism.

2. His views seemed like an anachronism in the context of modern

society.
3. The outdated technology was an anachronism in the otherwise
advanced lab.

e Synonyms: Outdated; Misplacement
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e Antonyms: Modernity; Timeliness

Analgesic: Medication that reduces or eliminates pain.

e Usage:
1. The doctor prescribed an analgesic to manage the post-surgery
pain.
2. Over-the-counter analgesics like ibuprofen can help relieve
minor aches.
3. The analgesic effect of the drug was significant in easing his
discomfort.
e Synonyms: Painkiller; Anodyne
e Antonyms: Irritant; Agonist

Analogous: Comparable.

e Usage:
1. The relationship between the two companies is analogous to a
partnership.
2. Her experience was analogous to the challenges faced by the
new team member.
3. The process used in the experiment was analogous to that in
previous studies.
e Synonyms: Comparable; Similar
e Antonyms: Dissimilar; Unrelated

Anarchy: Absence of government; state of disorder.

19
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e Usage:
1. The country descended into anarchy following the collapse of its
government.
2. The protest turned into anarchy as the crowd became
uncontrollable.
3. The term "anarchy" often evokes images of chaos and
lawlessness.
e Synonyms: Chaos; Disorder
e Antonyms: Order; Government

Anodyne: Something that calms or soothes pain.

e Usage:
1. The anodyne properties of the medication helped reduce her
discomfort.
2. He found the music to be an anodyne for his stressful day.
3. The soft lighting and calming environment acted as an anodyne
for the patients.
e Synonyms: Soothing; Painkiller
e Antonyms: Aggravating; Irritant

Anomalous: Irregular; deviating from the norm.

e Usage:
1. The results of the experiment were anomalous and did not fit the
expected pattern.
2. Her behavior was anomalous compared to her usual demeanor.

3. The scientist investigated the anomalous readings from the data.
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e Synonyms: Irregular; Unusual
e Antonyms: Normal; Regular

Antecedent: Something that comes before.

e Usage:
1. The antecedent event led to the development of the current
situation.
2. The study examines the antecedents of economic downturns.
3. In grammar, an antecedent is the noun to which a pronoun
refers.
e Synonyms: Predecessor; Precursor

e Antonyms: Successor; Following

Antediluvian: Prehistoric.

e Usage:

21

1. The antediluvian fossils provided insights into ancient life forms.

2. His views on technology seemed antediluvian in the rapidly
evolving field.

3. The museum displayed antediluvian artifacts from early human
history.
e Synonyms: Ancient; Prehistoric
e Antonyms: Modern; Contemporary

Antipathy: Dislike; hostility.
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e Usage:
1. There was a strong antipathy between the two rival factions.
2. Her antipathy towards the new policy was evident in her speech.
3. The antipathy of the community towards the new development
was clear.
e Synonyms: Hostility; Dislike
e Antonyms: Affinity; Liking

Apathy: Indifference.

e Usage:
1. The voter turnout was low due to widespread apathy among the
electorate.
2. His apathy towards the project led to its eventual failure.
3. The teacher was concerned about the students' apathy towards
their studies.
e Synonyms: Indifference; Disinterest
e Antonyms: Enthusiasm; Passion

Apex: The highest point.

e Usage:
1. The mountain peak was the apex of the climber’s journey.
2. Reaching the apex of his career, he decided to retire.
3. The apex of the arch was decorated with intricate designs.
e Synonyms: Summit; Peak
e Antonyms: Base; Bottom
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Apogee: The point in an orbit most distant from the body being orbited; the
highest point.

e Usage:
1. The satellite reached its apogee during its orbit around Earth.

2. The apogee of her career was marked by winning the prestigious
award.

3. The celestial body’s apogee occurred far from the sun.
e Synonyms: Peak; Summit
e Antonyms: Perigee; Low point

Apothegm: A terse, witty saying.

e Usage:
1. The speaker concluded his lecture with a memorable apothegm.

2. Her apothegm about life’s unpredictability left a lasting
impression.

3. The book is filled with pithy apothegms on human nature.
e Synonyms: Saying; Proverb
e Antonyms: Discourse; Speech

Appease: To calm, pacify, placate.

e Usage:

1. The manager tried to appease the angry customers with
discounts.

2. To appease his guilt, he made amends with a heartfelt apology.
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3. The government attempted to appease the protestors by
addressing their concerns.
e Synonyms: Pacify; Placate
e Antonyms: Agitate; Irritate

Appellation: Name.

e Usage:
1. The appellation “Doctor” was proudly used by the new graduate.

2. The appellation of the company has evolved over the years.
3. She was known by many appellations, each reflecting a different
aspect of her character.
e Synonyms: Title; Name

e Antonyms: Nomenclature; Anonymous

Apposite: Strikingly appropriate and relevant.

e Usage:
1. Her comments were apposite and added great value to the

discussion.
2. The quote was apposite to the theme of the speech.
3. His apposite advice helped steer the project back on track.
e Synonyms: Appropriate; Relevant
e Antonyms: Inappropriate; Irrelevant

Apprise: To inform.
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e Usage:
1. Please apprise me of any changes in the schedule.
2. The news report apprised the public of the latest developments.
3. She was apprised of the decision before the official
announcement.
e Synonyms: Inform; Notify
e Antonyms: Conceal; Withhold

Approbation: Praise, approval.

e Usage:
1. The new policy received the approbation of the board members.
2. His efforts were met with approbation from his peers.
3. The film earned the approbation of critics and audiences alike.
e Synonyms: Approval; Praise
e Antonyms: Disapproval; Criticism

Appropriate: To take possession of for one's own use; confiscate.

e Usage:
1. The funds were appropriated for the new project.
2. The general appropriated supplies from the local area during the
campaign.
3. The company appropriated some of the ideas from competitors
for their own use.
e Synonyms: Confiscate; Seize
e Antonyms: Return; Restore
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Apropos: Relevant.

e Usage:
1. His comments were apropos to the ongoing discussion about
sustainability.
2. The timing of the presentation was apropos given the recent
developments.
3. Her observations were particularly apropos given the current
political climate.
e Synonyms: Relevant; Pertinent
e Antonyms: Irrelevant; Unrelated

Arabesque: Ornate design featuring intertwined curves; a ballet position in
which one leg is extended in back while the other supports the weight of the
body.

e Usage:
1. The floor was decorated with intricate arabesque patterns.

2. The dancer performed a graceful arabesque during the routine.
3. The art piece featured an elaborate arabesque that captivated
viewers.
e Synonyms: Design; Ballet position
e Antonyms: Simple; Basic

Archeology: The study of material evidence of past human life.

e Usage:
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1. Archeology reveals insights into ancient civilizations through
excavation and analysis.

2. The museum’s archeology exhibit showcased artifacts from early
human history.
3. He pursued a career in archeology to uncover and study
historical relics.
e Synonyms: Excavation; History
e Antonyms: Modern studies; Contemporary

Ardor: Great emotion or passion.

e Usage:
1. She spoke with ardor about her love for the theater.
2. The politician’s ardor for reform was evident in his speeches.
3. The artist worked with ardor on his latest masterpiece.

e Synonyms: Passion; Enthusiasm

e Antonyms: Indifference; Apathy

Arduous: Extremely difficult; laborious.

e Usage:
1. The climb up the mountain was an arduous task that required
great endurance.
2. Completing the research project was an arduous process.
3. The team faced an arduous journey through the dense forest.
e Synonyms: Difficult; Laborious
e Antonyms: Easy; Effortless
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Argot: A specialized vocabulary used by a group.

e Usage:
1. The tech industry has its own argot that can be confusing to
outsiders.
2. The criminals used a secret argot to communicate without being
understood.
3. Learning the argot of the field is essential for effective
communication.
e Synonyms: Jargon; Slang
e Antonyms: Standard language; Common speech

Arrest: To stop; to seize.

e Usage:
1. The authorities arrested the suspect after a lengthy
investigation.
2. The development of new evidence arrested the progress of the
case.
3. The surgeon managed to arrest the bleeding during the
operation.
e Synonyms: Detain; Halt
e Antonyms: Release; Continue

Artifact: Item made by human craft.

e Usage:
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1. The museum displayed ancient artifacts from various cultures.

2. The archeological dig uncovered a valuable artifact from the
medieval period.
3. Studying artifacts provides insights into past human activities
and societies.
e Synonyms: Relic; Object
e Antonyms: Natural object; Raw material

Artless: Guileless; natural.

e Usage:
1. Her artless sincerity won the trust of everyone she met.
2. The artless design of the cottage gave it a quaint and simple
charm.
3. His artless approach to storytelling made the narrative more
relatable.
e Synonyms: Natural; Innocent
e Antonyms: Deceptive; Pretentious

Ascetic: One who practices self-denial.

e Usage:
1. The ascetic monk lived a life of simplicity and self-discipline.

2. His ascetic lifestyle was a choice to focus on spiritual
development.
3. The ascetic practices included fasting and meditation.
e Synonyms: Spartan; Self-disciplined
e Antonyms: Indulgent; Luxurious

29
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Asperity: Severity; harshness; irritability.

e Usage:
1. The asperity of his tone made the conversation uncomfortable.

2. She faced the challenges with asperity, never backing down.
3. The asperity of the weather made the outdoor event less
enjoyable.
e Synonyms: Harshness; Severity
e Antonyms: Mildness; Gentleness

Aspersion: Slander; false rumor.

e Usage:
1. The candidate faced aspersions that were unfounded and

damaging to his reputation.
2. They were quick to cast aspersions on his motives without
evidence.
3. The journalist was accused of spreading aspersions about the
celebrity.
e Synonyms: Slander; Defamation
e Antonyms: Praise; Endorsement

Assiduous: Diligent; hard-working.

e Usage:
1. Her assiduous efforts were key to the project's success.
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2. The researcher conducted an assiduous review of the literature.
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3. The assiduous student was known for always being prepared for
class.
e Synonyms: Diligent; Persistent
e Antonyms: Negligent; Lazy

Assuage: To make less severe.

e Usage:
1. The nurse’s reassuring words helped assuage the patient's fears.
2. The company took steps to assuage concerns about the new
policy.
3. The medication was intended to assuage the pain and
discomfort.
e Synonyms: Alleviate; Soothe
e Antonyms: Intensify; Aggravate

Astringent: Harsh; severe.

e Usage:
1. The astringent tone of his critique left no room for
misunderstanding.
2. The astringent properties of the lotion helped tighten the skin.

3. Her astringent remarks about the project were meant to push for
improvement.

e Synonyms: Harsh; Severe
e Antonyms: Gentle; Mild
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Asylum: Place of refuge or shelter.

e Usage:
1. The refugees sought asylum in a neighboring country to escape
the conflict.
2. The organization provides asylum to those in need of protection.
3. The old mansion was converted into an asylum for the elderly.
e Synonyms: Refuge; Shelter
e Antonyms: Peril; Danger

Atavism: In biology, the reappearance of a characteristic in an organism
after several generations of absence; individual or a part that reverts to a

previous type.

e Usage:
1. The presence of atavistic traits in the new generation puzzled the

researchers.
2. His behavior was considered an atavism of earlier societal
norms.
3. The scientist studied the atavism in the species to understand its
evolutionary history.
e Synonyms: Reversion; Relic
e Antonyms: Evolution; Modernity

Atonement: Reparation for a wrong or injury.

e Usage:
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1. He sought atonement for his past mistakes by volunteering and
making amends.
2. The act of atonement was a crucial part of the reconciliation
process.
3. She made atonement for the harm she had caused by
apologizing and making restitution.
e Synonyms: Redemption; Amends
e Antonyms: Wrongdoing; Offense

Attenuate: To weaken.

e Usage:
1. The medication helped attenuate the symptoms of the illness.

2. His influence began to attenuate as he retired from public life.
3. Measures were taken to attenuate the impact of the economic
downturn.
e Synonyms: Weaken; Diminish
e Antonyms: Strengthen; Intensify

Audacious: Bold; daring.

e Usage:
1. Her audacious plan to start a business during a recession

surprised everyone.
2. The audacious climb up the cliff demonstrated his bravery.
3. He made an audacious move in the negotiation that paid off
significantly.
e Synonyms: Bold; Daring

To enroll in our courses and mock tests: https://www.mbakaro.in/learn



https://www.mbakaro.in/learn

e Antonyms: Cautious; Timid

Austere: Stern; unadorned; simple.

e Usage:

1. The austere decor of the room reflected his minimalist lifestyle.

2. Her austere demeanor was softened by her warm smile.
3. The monastery is known for its austere conditions and rigorous
discipline.
e Synonyms: Stern; Severe
e Antonyms: Ornate; Luxurious

Autonomous: Self-governing; independent.

e Usage:

1. The region gained autonomous status, allowing it to govern
itself.

2. The autonomous vehicle navigated the streets without human

intervention.

3. The company values its autonomous teams that operate with
minimal oversight.

e Synonyms: Independent; Self-governing
e Antonyms: Dependent; Controlled

Avarice: Greed.

e Usage:
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1. His avarice led him to exploit others for personal gain.

2. The novel portrayed the avarice of the wealthy elite.

3. The politician's avarice was evident in his corrupt dealings.
e Synonyms: Greed; Cupidity
e Antonyms: Generosity; Contentment

Aver: To affirm; declare to be true.

e Usage:
1. He averred his innocence in the face of the accusations.

2. The witness averred that he saw the suspect at the scene.
3. She averred the accuracy of the report with confidence.

e Synonyms: Assert; Confirm

e Antonyms: Deny; Dispute

Avocation: Secondary occupation.

e Usage:
1. His avocation as a photographer complemented his primary job

as a writer.
2. She pursued her avocation of painting in her free time.
3. Many people find satisfaction in their avocations outside of their
main careers.
e Synonyms: Hobby; Sideline

e Antonyms: Main occupation; Profession

Avuncular: Like an uncle, benevolent and tolerant.
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e Usage:
1. His avuncular attitude made him a favorite among the younger

employees.
2. The professor's avuncular approach helped students feel at ease.

3. The old man had an avuncular way of offering advice to the

youth.
e Synonyms: Benevolent; Tolerant
e Antonyms: Hostile; Unfriendly

Axiomatic: Taken for granted; self-evident truth.

e Usage:
1. The principle of equality is considered axiomatic in democratic

societies.
2. It is axiomatic that honesty is crucial in maintaining trust.

3. The statement was so axiomatic that it needed no further
explanation.
e Synonyms: Self-evident; Obvious
e Antonyms: Controversial; Disputable

B

Bacchanalian: Pertaining to riotous or drunken festivity; pertaining to

revelry.

e Usage:
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1. The party turned into a bacchanalian celebration that lasted until
dawn.
2. The festival had a bacchanalian atmosphere, with music and
dancing all night long.
3. His bacchanalian lifestyle was well-known among his friends and
acquaintances.
e Synonyms: Dionysian; Riotous
e Antonyms: Sober; Restrained

Banal: Commonplace; trite.

e Usage:
1. The movie's plot was so banal that it failed to capture the
audience's interest.
2. She was tired of the banal conversation and sought more
stimulating topics.
3. His banal remarks during the meeting added nothing new to the
discussion.
e Synonyms: Trite; Clichéd
e Antonyms: Original; Unique

Bane: A cause of great distress or annoyance; a source of harm.

e Usage:
1. The traffic jams during rush hour are the bane of my daily

commute.

2. His forgetfulness has always been the bane of his academic life.
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3. The constant noise in the city was the bane of her peaceful
living.
e Synonyms: Curse; Nuisance
e Antonyms: Blessing; Benefit

Banter: Playful conversation.

e Usage:
1. The friends engaged in light-hearted banter throughout the

evening.

2. Their constant banter made the long road trip much more
enjoyable.

3. The banter between the two comedians was quick and

entertaining.

e Synonyms: Raillery; Jest
e Antonyms: Seriousness; Solemnity

Bard: Poet.
e Usage:

1. Shakespeare is often considered the greatest bard of the English
language.
2. The bard recited his epic poem to a captivated audience.
3. In ancient times, a bard would travel from village to village
telling tales.
e Synonyms: Poet; Minstrel
e Antonyms: Prose writer; Non-poet
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Bawdy: Obscene.

e Usage:
1. The comedian's bawdy jokes were not suitable for a family

audience.
2. His bawdy humor often made some people uncomfortable.
3. The play included several bawdy scenes that were controversial.
e Synonyms: Vulgar; Ribald
e Antonyms: Decent; Chaste

Beatify: To sanctify; to bless; to ascribe a virtue to.

e Usage:
1. The church sought to beatify the revered leader for his charitable
works.
2. His acts of kindness and selflessness were beatified by his
community.
3. The Pope officially beatified the candidate after a thorough
review.
e Synonyms: Sanctify; Exalt
e Antonyms: Condemn; Degrade

Bedizen: To dress in a vulgar, showy manner.

e Usage:
1. She was known to bedizen herself with flashy jewelry and gaudy

outfits.
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2. The actress bedizened herself for the red carpet event, attracting
many photographers.
3. His attempt to bedizen his wardrobe was met with mixed reviews
from his peers.
e Synonyms: Adorn; Decorate
e Antonyms: Undress; Simplify

Behemoth: Huge creature; anything very large and powerful.

e Usage:
1. The new skyscraper was a behemoth compared to the
surrounding buildings.
2. The corporation’s latest product release was a behemoth in the
tech industry.
3. The behemoth of a ship could be seen from miles away as it
sailed into port.
e Synonyms: Colossus; Giant
e Antonyms: Minuscule; Tiny

Bellicose: Demonstrating aggression and willingness to fight.

e Usage:
1. The bellicose rhetoric between the two countries raised concerns
of war.
2. His bellicose attitude often led to unnecessary conflicts.
3. The bellicose behavior of the protesters alarmed the authorities.
e Synonyms: Aggressive; Combative
e Antonyms: Peaceful; Pacifist
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Benign: Gentle and kindly; not harmful.

e Usage:
1. The doctor assured her that the tumor was benign and not life-
threatening.
2. He gave a benign smile, putting everyone at ease.
3. The climate in the region is benign, making it ideal for farming.
e Synonyms: Gentle; Harmless
e Antonyms: Malignant; Harmful

Beneficent: Kindly; doing good.

e Usage:
1. Her beneficent actions in the community earned her widespread
admiration.
2. The charity’s beneficent work provides aid to those in need
around the world.
3. His beneficent nature was evident in the way he volunteered his
time to help others.
e Synonyms: Charitable; Benevolent
e Antonyms: Malevolent; Harmful

Bifurcate: To divide into two parts.

e Usage:

1. The river bifurcates into two smaller streams as it flows through

the valley.
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2. The decision will bifurcate the opinions of the board members.

3. The path bifurcates, leading hikers to either the lake or the

mountain summit.
e Synonyms: Split; Divide
e Antonyms: Unite; Merge

Blandishment: Flattery.

e Usage:
1. The salesman used every blandishment he could think of to
persuade the customer to buy the car.
2. Despite the blandishments, she remained firm in her decision.
3. The politician's blandishments did little to sway the public’s
opinion.
e Synonyms: Flattery; Coaxing
e Antonyms: Criticism; Reprimand

Blasé: Bored because of frequent indulgence; unconcerned.

e Usage:
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1. After years of attending high-profile parties, she felt blasé about

the whole experience.
2. His blasé attitude towards the lavish lifestyle was surprising to
many.
3. The once exciting activities now seemed blasé to him.
e Synonyms: Indifferent; Jaded
e Antonyms: Enthusiastic; Interested
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Blasphemy: The act of speaking disrespectfully about sacred things.

e Usage:
1. His controversial statements were seen as blasphemy by many
religious leaders.
2. In some countries, blasphemy is considered a serious crime.
3. The artist’s work was accused of blasphemy for its depiction of
religious figures.
e Synonyms: Sacrilege; Profanity
e Antonyms: Reverence; Piety

Bolster: To give a boost to; prop up; support.

e Usage:
1. The evidence presented in court helped to bolster the
defendant’s case.
2. They used additional funding to bolster their marketing efforts.

3. Her encouraging words bolstered his confidence before the big
presentation.

e Synonyms: Support; Reinforce
e Antonyms: Undermine; Weaken

Bombastic: Pompous; using inflated language.

e Usage:

1. The politician's bombastic speech failed to impress the audience.
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2. His bombastic writing style made the otherwise interesting topic
seem tedious.
3. She found his bombastic manner of speaking to be quite off-
putting.
e Synonyms: Pompous; Grandiloquent
e Antonyms: Modest; Understated

Boorish: Rude; insensitive.

e Usage:
1. His boorish behavior at the dinner table was the talk of the
evening.
2. The customer’s boorish attitude towards the staff was
unacceptable.
3. She tried to ignore his boorish remarks, but they still bothered
her.
e Synonyms: Rude; Unrefined
e Antonyms: Polite; Courteous

Bovine: Cow-like.

e Usage:
1. The artist’s depiction of the cattle had a distinctly bovine quality.

2. His slow, bovine mannerisms made him seem less dynamic in
meetings.

3. The bovine features of the statue captured the essence of rural
life.

e Synonyms: Cow like; Stolid
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e Antonyms: Agile; Lively

Brazen: Bold; shameless.

e Usage:
1. Her brazen confidence in the interview was both surprising and

impressive.
2. The thief made a brazen attempt to steal the car in broad
daylight.
3. His brazen disregard for the rules was evident in his actions.
e Synonyms: Shameless; Bold
e Antonyms: Shy; Modest

Broach: To mention for the first time.

e Usage:
1. She decided to broach the subject of a salary increase with her

manager.
2. It was difficult to broach the sensitive topic of relocation with his
family.
3. He hesitated to broach the idea until he was certain it was a
good one.
e Synonyms: Introduce; Mention
e Antonyms: Conceal; Ignhore

Bucolic: Characteristic of the countryside; rustic; pastoral.
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e Usage:
1. The bucolic setting of the small village was a stark contrast to

the city life.
2. They enjoyed the bucolic charm of the farm during their
vacation.
3. The artist’s paintings often captured the bucolic beauty of rural
landscapes.
e Synonyms: Rustic; Pastoral
e Antonyms: Urban; Metropolitan

Burgeon

: To grow and flourish.

e Usage:
1. The company's new initiatives caused their profits to burgeon

significantly.
2. Her interest in the subject began to burgeon after attending the
workshop.
3. The small startup burgeoned into a major player in the industry.
e Synonyms: Flourish; Expand
e Antonyms: Wither; Diminish

Burnish: To polish.

e Usage:
1. She spent the afternoon burnishing the silverware for the dinner
party.
2. The company worked hard to burnish its reputation after the

scandal.
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3. He carefully burnished the antique furniture to restore its original
shine.
e Synonyms: Polish; Shine
e Antonyms: Tarnish; Dull

Buttress: To reinforce; support.

e Usage:
1. The architect added a buttress to strengthen the building’s

foundation.
2. The arguments presented in the paper helped to buttress her
thesis.
3. They sought to buttress their position by gathering more
evidence.
e Synonyms: Support; Reinforce
e Antonyms: Weaken; Undermine

C

Cacophony: A harsh, discordant mixture of sounds.

e Usage:
1. The street was filled with the cacophony of car horns and

shouting pedestrians.
2. The band’s rehearsal produced a cacophony that echoed through
the neighborhood.

3. The cacophony in the crowded marketplace was overwhelming.
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e Synonyms: Din; Racket
e Antonyms: Harmony; Melody

Capitulate: To surrender unconditionally or on stipulated terms.

e Usage:

1. After a long siege, the fortress was forced to capitulate.
2. The rebels refused to capitulate, despite overwhelming odds.

3. She finally capitulated to the demands of her parents and
cleaned her room.

e Synonyms: Surrender; Yield

e Antonyms: Resist; Defy

Caustic: Able to burn or corrode organic tissue; sarcastically biting in wit.

e Usage:

1. The chemical was so caustic that it ate through the metal

container.
2.

3.

e Synonyms: Corrosive; Biting
e Antonyms: Mild; Gentle

Censure: Express severe disapproval of someone or something.

e Usage:

His caustic remarks during the meeting offended several people.

She has a caustic sense of humor that not everyone appreciates.
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1. The senator was censured by his colleagues for his controversial
remarks.

2. The manager issued a formal censure against the employee for
misconduct.
3. The teacher’s harsh censure discouraged the student from
participating further.
e Synonyms: Reprimand; Condemn
e Antonyms: Praise; Commend

Chicanery: The use of trickery to achieve a political, financial, or legal
purpose.

e Usage:
1. The politician's career was marred by accusations of chicanery
and corruption.
2. The company was caught engaging in financial chicanery to
avoid paying taxes.
3. His success was built on a foundation of deception and
chicanery.
e Synonyms: Deception; Trickery
e Antonyms: Honesty; Integrity

Coalesce: To come together to form one mass or whole.

e Usage:
1. The two parties coalesced to form a new political alliance.

2. Over time, the small streams coalesce into a powerful river.
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3. The community began to coalesce around the idea of improving
local education.
e Synonyms: Unite; Merge
e Antonyms: Separate; Divide

Collaborate: To work jointly on an activity or project.

e Usage:
1. The scientists collaborated to create a groundbreaking vaccine.

2. The artists decided to collaborate on a new exhibition.
3. They collaborated on a business venture that benefited both
parties.
e Synonyms: Cooperate; Team up
e Antonyms: Oppose; Compete

Concur: To agree; to have the same opinion.

e Usage:
1. I concur with the decision to implement the new policy.

2. The experts concurred that immediate action was necessary.

3. She did not concur with the conclusions drawn from the data.

e Synonyms: Agree; Approve
e Antonyms: Disagree; Dissent

Copious: Abundant; plentiful.

e Usage:
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1. The author provided copious notes at the end of each chapter.

2. There was a copious amount of food at the banquet.
3. The copious rainfall led to flooding in the region.

e Synonyms: Abundant; Profuse

e Antonyms: Scarce; Meager

D

Debacle: A sudden and ignominious failure; a fiasco.

e Usage:
1. The company’s latest product launch was a complete debacle.

2. The debate turned into a debacle when the speaker failed to
provide evidence for his claims.
3. The campaign ended in a debacle after losing public support.
e Synonyms: Fiasco; Disaster
e Antonyms: Success; Triumph

Deferential: Showing respect for another's authority.

e Usage:

1. The students were deferential when addressing their professor.

2. He gave a deferential nod to the elders as they entered the
room.
3. Her tone was deferential when speaking to her superiors.

e Synonyms: Respectful; Courteous
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e Antonyms: Disrespectful; Impudent

Definitive: Conclusive; setting a standard.

e Usage:
1. The committee's report provided a definitive answer to the

problem.
2. This book is considered the definitive guide to the subject.
3. The experiment's results were definitive and left no room for
doubt.
e Synonyms: Conclusive; Authoritative

e Antonyms: Tentative; Inconclusive

Delineate: To describe or portray something precisely.

e Usage:
1. The map clearly delineates the boundaries of the property.

2. The professor delineated the steps involved in the scientific
process.
3. The artist skillfully delineated the figure’s features.
e Synonyms: Describe; Outline
e Antonyms: Obscure; Distort

Demagogue: A political leader who seeks support by appealing to popular

desires and prejudices.

e Usage:
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1. The demagogue rose to power by exploiting the fears of the
public.

2. His speeches were filled with the kind of rhetoric typical of a
demagogue.

3. History is full of demagogues who manipulate emotions to gain
control.

e Synonyms: Agitator; Rabble-rouser
e Antonyms: Peacemaker; Diplomat

Denounce: To publicly declare to be wrong or evil.

e Usage:
1. The politician denounced the corruption within the system.

2. Several leaders denounced the violence during the protests.
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3. The whistleblower denounced the company’s unethical practices.

e Synonyms: Condemn; Criticize
e Antonyms: Praise; Endorse

Deprecate: To express disapproval of something.

e Usage:
1. The critic deprecated the film’s lack of originality.
2. She deprecated her colleague’s approach to solving the issue.
3. He deprecated the idea of spending more money on the project.
e Synonyms: Criticize; Disparage
e Antonyms: Approve; Endorse
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Derive: To obtain something from a specified source.

e Usage:
1. The word "democracy" derives from the Greek language.
2. She derives great satisfaction from helping others.
3. The formula is derived from basic mathematical principles.
e Synonyms: Obtain; Elicit
e Antonyms: Give; Invent

Despot: A ruler with absolute power; a tyrant.

e Usage:
1. The despot ruled the country with an iron fist, allowing no
dissent.
2. History is filled with despots who abused their power.

3. The dictator's despot-like control over the media stifled free
speech.

e Synonyms: Tyrant; Dictator
e Antonyms: Democrat; Liberator

Diligent: Having or showing care in one's work or duties.

e Usage:
1. The student was diligent in completing all of her assignments on
time.
2. His diligent efforts led to the success of the project.
3. The researcher was known for her diligent attention to detail.
e Synonyms: Hardworking; Industrious
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e Antonyms: Lazy; Negligent

Disdain: The feeling that someone or something is unworthy of one's
consideration or respect.

e Usage:
1. He looked at the messy room with disdain.
2. The aristocrat treated the commoners with disdain.

3. Her disdain for dishonest people was evident in her remarks.
e Synonyms: Contempt; Scorn

e Antonyms: Respect; Admiration

Disparage: To regard or represent as being of little worth.

e Usage:

1. The coach never missed an opportunity to disparage the team'’s

efforts.
2.
3.

He was quick to disparage his opponent’s achievements.

The review unfairly disparaged the artist's latest work.
e Synonyms: Belittle; Degrade

e Antonyms: Praise; Exalt

E

Ebullient: Cheerful and full of energy; enthusiastic.
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e Usage:
1. Her ebullient personality made her the life of the party.

2. The ebullient crowd cheered wildly as the team scored the
winning goal.
3. His ebullient energy was contagious, lifting everyone’s spirits.
e Synonyms: Exuberant; Vivacious
e Antonyms: Depressed; Apathetic

Eclectic: Selecting or choosing from various sources.

e Usage:
1. Her taste in music is eclectic, ranging from classical to heavy

metal.
2. The decor in his house is an eclectic mix of modern and vintage
styles.
3. The restaurant’s menu offers an eclectic selection of dishes from
around the world.
e Synonyms: Diverse; Varied
e Antonyms: Uniform; Narrow

Efficacious: Effective; producing the desired result.

e Usage:
1. The new drug proved to be highly efficacious in treating the
disease.
2. Regular exercise is an efficacious way to improve overall health.
3. The company’s marketing campaign was efficacious in attracting

new customers.
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e Synonyms: Effective; Productive
e Antonyms: Ineffective; Inefficient

Elucidate: To make something clear; to explain.

e Usage:
1. The professor was asked to elucidate the complex theory for the

students.
2. Can you elucidate your point further so that we all understand?
3. The lawyer’s job is to elucidate the law for the jury.
e Synonyms: Clarify; Explain
e Antonyms: Obscure; Confuse

Emulate: To match or surpass a person or achievement, typically by

imitation.
e Usage:

1. She tried to emulate her older sister’s success in school.
2. The young athlete hopes to emulate his idol on the field.

3. Many artists emulate the styles of the great masters.

e Synonyms: Imitate; Copy
e Antonyms: Ignore; Neglect

Ephemeral: Lasting for a very short time.

e Usage:
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1. The beauty of the sunset was ephemeral, disappearing within
minutes.
2. Trends in fashion are often ephemeral, changing from season to
season.
3. His happiness was ephemeral, fading as quickly as it had come.
e Synonyms: Short-lived; Transient
e Antonyms: Enduring; Permanent

Equanimity: Mental calmness, stability, and composure, especially in

difficult situations.

e Usage:
1. She accepted the bad news with equanimity, remaining calm and

composed.
2. His equanimity in the face of crisis was admired by his
colleagues.
3. Maintaining equanimity during stressful times is a valuable skill.
e Synonyms: Composure; Calmness
e Antonyms: Agitation; Anxiety

Erratic: Not even or regular in pattern or movement; unpredictable.

e Usage:
1. His erratic driving made the passengers uneasy.

2. The stock market’s erratic fluctuations made investors nervous.
3. The weather this spring has been unusually erratic, with sudden
changes.

e Synonyms: Unpredictable; Inconsistent
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e Antonyms: Consistent; Stable

Esoteric: Intended for or likely to be understood by only a small number of

people; obscure.

e Usage:
1. The philosopher’s writings are full of esoteric ideas that are
difficult for most people to grasp.
2. The group’s discussions were so esoteric that only a few could
follow along.
3. The subject was too esoteric to be of interest to the general
public.
e Synonyms: Obscure; Mysterious
e Antonyms: Simple; Common

Exacerbate: To make a problem or situation worse.

e Usage:
1. His rude comments only served to exacerbate the tension in the
room.
2. The heavy rainfall exacerbated the flooding in the area.
3. Quitting treatment early can exacerbate the illness.
e Synonyms: Worsen; Aggravate
e Antonyms: Alleviate; Improve

Exemplify: To be a typical example of; to illustrate by example.
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e Usage:
1. His dedication to his work exemplifies the values of our
company.
2. The painting exemplifies the artist’s unique style.

3. Her leadership skills exemplify what it means to be a good
manager.

e Synonyms: Represent; Illustrate
e Antonyms: Obscure; Misrepresent

F

Fallacious: Based on a false idea or fact; misleading.

e Usage:
1. The fallacious argument misled many people into believing the
wrong conclusion.
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2. His reasoning was fallacious, leading to an incorrect assumption.

3. The scientist pointed out the fallacious nature of the theory.
e Synonyms: Deceptive; Erroneous
e Antonyms: Accurate; Sound

Fallow: Plowed but not sowed; uncultivated.

e Usage:

1. The farmer left the field fallow for a season to restore its fertility.

2. After years of intensive cultivation, the land was left fallow.
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3. The fallow land was overgrown with wild plants.
e Synonyms: Unplanted; Idle
e Antonyms: Cultivated; Fertile

Fatuous: Foolishly self-satisfied.

e Usage:
1. His fatuous grin showed that he was unaware of the seriousness

of the situation.
2. The fatuous remark revealed his lack of understanding.
3. Her fatuous attitude annoyed her colleagues.

e Synonyms: Silly; Inane
e Antonyms: Sensible; Intelligent

Fauna: Animals of a period or region.

e Usage:
1. The fauna of the rainforest is incredibly diverse.

2. The scientist studied the fauna of the Arctic region.

3. The book included detailed descriptions of the local fauna.
e Synonyms: Wildlife; Creatures
e Antonyms: Flora; Plants

Fawning: Seeking favor by flattering.

e Usage:
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1. The employee was always fawning over his boss to gain
promotion.
2. Her fawning behavior made her unpopular with her peers.

3. He ignored the fawning compliments and focused on the task at
hand.

e Synonyms: Obsequious; Flattering
e Antonyms: Aloof; Disdainful

Felicitous: Suitably expressed; well-chosen; appropriate.

e Usage:
1. The speaker’s felicitous remarks earned applause from the
audience.
2. Her felicitous choice of words made the speech memorable.
3. The painting was a felicitous example of modern art.
e Synonyms: Apt; Suitable
e Antonyms: Inappropriate; Awkward

Feral: Existing in a wild or untamed state.

e Usage:
1. The feral cat roamed the streets at night.
2. Feral animals can be dangerous if approached by humans.
3. The forest is home to many feral creatures.

e Synonyms: Wild; Untamed

e Antonyms: Domesticated; Tame
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Fervor: Warmth and intensity of emotion.

e Usage:
1. He spoke with great fervor about the cause he believed in.

2. The crowd listened with fervor to the passionate speech.
3. Her fervor for the project was evident in her dedication.
e Synonyms: Passion; Ardor
e Antonyms: Apathy; Indifference

Fetid: Having a bad smell.

e Usage:
1. The fetid odor from the garbage made the room unbearable.

2. The fetid air in the swamp was difficult to breathe.
3. A fetid stench arose from the stagnant water.

e Synonyms: Putrid; Rank

e Antonyms: Fragrant; Fresh

Fetter: To bind; confine.

e Usage:
1. The prisoner was fettered with heavy chains.

2. His creativity was fettered by strict regulations.

3. They sought to fetter the opposition with new laws.
e Synonyms: Restrain; Shackle
e Antonyms: Liberate; Free
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Fiat: Arbitrary order; authorization.

e Usage:
1. The new policy was implemented by government fiat.
2. The ruler issued a fiat that affected everyone in the kingdom.
3. The company's decision was made through fiat rather than
consensus.
e Synonyms: Decree; Command
e Antonyms: Suggestion; Request

Fidelity: Loyalty; exact correspondence.

e Usage:
1. The soldier's fidelity to his country was unwavering.

2. She admired his fidelity in keeping promises.

3. The artist's fidelity to the original design was impressive.
e Synonyms: Loyalty; Faithfulness
e Antonyms: Betrayal; Infidelity

Filibuster: Use of obstructive tactics in a legislature to block passage of a

law.

e Usage:
1. The senator launched a filibuster to delay the vote on the
controversial bill.
2. The filibuster lasted several hours, preventing any further

discussion.
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3. A filibuster can sometimes force lawmakers to reconsider a
proposal.
e Synonyms: Delay tactic; Stalling
e Antonyms: Expedite; Speed up

Finesse: To handle with a deceptive or evasive strategy; refined in

performance.

e Usage:
1. She used finesse to navigate the delicate negotiations.
2. The athlete's finesse on the field made her a star player.
3. The situation required more finesse than brute force.

e Synonyms: Skill; Diplomacy

e Antonyms: Bluntness; Clumsiness

Fissure: Crevice.

e Usage:

1. The earthquake caused a large fissure in the ground.

2. Water trickled through the fissure in the rock.

3. The fissure widened over time, posing a danger to hikers.
e Synonyms: Crack; Gap
e Antonyms: Seal; Closure

Flag: To droop; grow weak.

e Usage:
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1. After hours of running, his energy began to flag.
2. The enthusiasm of the crowd flagged as the event dragged on.
3. The team's performance flagged toward the end of the season.
e Synonyms: Weaken; Fade
e Antonyms: Strengthen; Energize

Fledgling: Beginner; novice.

e Usage:
1. The fledgling artist had a lot to learn about technique.

2. The fledgling company struggled to establish itself in the market.
3. As a fledgling writer, she was eager to improve her craft.

e Synonyms: Neophyte; Rookie

e Antonyms: Expert; Veteran

Flora: Plants of a region or era.

e Usage:
1. The flora of the tropical rainforest is incredibly diverse.

2. The botanist studied the local flora during her expedition.

3. The region’s flora includes many rare and endangered species.
e Synonyms: Vegetation; Plant life
e Antonyms: Fauna; Animal life

Florid: Ruddy; reddish; flowery.

e Usage:
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1. His florid complexion revealed his embarrassment.
2. The author's florid writing style was filled with elaborate
descriptions.
3. She had a florid speech filled with vivid imagery.
e Synonyms: Flamboyant; Ornate
e Antonyms: Pale; Subdued

Flourish: An embellishment or ornamentation.

e Usage:
1. The dancer moved with a flourish, captivating the audience.

2. His signature always included a flourish at the end.
3. The artist added a flourish to her final piece.

e Synonyms: Decoration; Embellishment

e Antonyms: Plainness; Simplicity

Flout: To treat scornfully.

e Usage:

1. The student flouted the school's rules with complete disregard.

2. He flouted authority by refusing to follow instructions.

3. The company flouted environmental regulations.

e Synonyms: Defy; Mock
e Antonyms: Respect; Honor

Flux: Flowing; a continuous moving.
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e Usage:
1. The situation is in a constant state of flux, with frequent
changes.
2. Economic conditions are often in flux, making predictions
difficult.
3. The river's flux carried debris downstream.
e Synonyms: Change; Flow
e Antonyms: Stability; Stagnation

Foment: To incite; arouse.

e Usage:
1. The rebels tried to foment unrest among the population.

2. The leader’s speech fomented anger and rebellion.
3. His actions fomented a widespread strike.

e Synonyms: Instigate; Provoke

e Antonyms: Suppress; Quell

Forbearance: Patience.

e Usage:
1. His forbearance in the face of provocation was admirable.

2. She showed great forbearance when dealing with the difficult
situation.
3. The teacher's forbearance with her rowdy students was
commendable.
e Synonyms: Restraint; Tolerance
e Antonyms: Impatience; Intolerance
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Forestall: To prevent; delay.

e Usage:

1. The company tried to forestall a strike by negotiating with the

workers.
2.

3.

He forestalled further questions by explaining everything clearly.

The emergency plan was designed to forestall disasters.
e Synonyms: Hinder; Thwart

e Antonyms: Encourage; Facilitate

Formidable: Menacing; threatening.

e Usage:
1. The enemy’s formidable forces made victory seem unlikely.
2. The athlete faced a formidable opponent in the finals.

3. The mountain presented a formidable challenge to the climbers.
e Synonyms: Intimidating; Daunting

e Antonyms: Weak; Powerless

Forswear: Renounce; repudiate.

e Usage:
1. He forswore his allegiance to the corrupt regime.

2. She forswore all worldly possessions and joined the monastery.
3. The criminal forswore his former life of crime.
e Synonyms: Abandon; Reject

e Antonyms: Embrace; Accept
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Founder: To sink; fail; collapse.

e Usage:

1. The ship foundered in the storm and sank to the bottom of the

Sea.

2. The company foundered due to poor management and lack of

funds.
3. His business venture foundered after just a few months.
e Synonyms: Fail; Break down
e Antonyms: Succeed; Prosper

Fracas: A loud quarrel; brawl.

e Usage:
1. The fracas outside the bar drew a crowd of onlookers.
2. A fracas broke out between the rival gangs.

3. The fracas was so loud that it attracted the attention of the
police.

e Synonyms: Fight; Uproar
e Antonyms: Agreement; Peace

Fractious: Quarrelsome; unruly; rebellious.

e Usage:

1. The fractious group refused to cooperate with the rest of the
team.

2. The fractious child caused trouble wherever he went.
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3. A fractious crowd began to protest loudly.
e Synonyms: Unruly; Disobedient
e Antonyms: Obedient; Agreeable

Fresco: A painting done on plaster.

e Usage:
1. The church ceiling was adorned with a beautiful fresco.
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2. Fresco painting was a popular technique during the Renaissance.

3. The artist worked tirelessly to complete the fresco before the
plaster dried.
e Synonyms: Mural; Wall painting
e Antonyms: Canvas painting; Portable art

Frieze: Ornamental band on a wall.

e Usage:

1. The frieze around the building's exterior was intricately carved.

2. The ancient temple had a frieze depicting scenes from

mythology.

3. The frieze added a decorative touch to the otherwise plain wall.

e Synonyms: Decoration; Embellishment
e Antonyms: Plain surface; Unadorned

Froward: Stubbornly contrary; obstinately disobedient.

e Usage:
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1. The froward child refused to follow instructions.
2. His froward behavior made him unpopular with his peers.
3. She was known for her froward attitude towards authority.
e Synonyms: Stubborn; Defiant
e Antonyms: Compliant; Obedient

Frugality: Thrift.

e Usage:
1. Her frugality allowed her to save a substantial amount of money.

2. The family practiced frugality to stay within their budget.
3. He admired her frugality and wise spending habits.

e Synonyms: Thriftiness; Economy

e Antonyms: Extravagance; Wastefulness

Fulminate: To attack loudly; denounce.

e Usage:
1. The politician fulminated against the proposed tax increases.

2. He fulminated against the injustices of the legal system.

3. The critic fulminated over the poor quality of the performance.
e Synonyms: Condemn; Rail
e Antonyms: Praise; Applaud

Fulsome: So excessive as to be disgusting.

e Usage:
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1. Her fulsome praise made everyone uncomfortable.
2. The speaker's fulsome compliments were insincere.
3. His fulsome behavior made him seem untrustworthy.
e Synonyms: Overdone; Obsequious
e Antonyms: Sincere; Moderate

Fusion: Union; synthesis.

e Usage:
1. The restaurant offered a fusion of Asian and European cuisines.

2. The fusion of different musical styles created a unique sound.
3. The fusion of ideas led to an innovative solution.

e Synonyms: Combination; Blend

e Antonyms: Separation; Division

Futile: Ineffective; useless; fruitless.

e Usage:
1. His attempts to change her mind were futile.

2. The rescue team's efforts proved futile in the end.
3. It was a futile effort to fix the old, broken machine.
e Synonyms: Useless; Pointless
e Antonyms: Effective; Successful
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Gainsay: To deny; dispute; oppose.

e Usage:
1. No one could gainsay the evidence presented in the trial.

2. His argument was gainsaid by the counter-evidence.

3. The facts were so compelling that no one dared to gainsay them.
e Synonyms: Deny; Challenge
e Antonyms: Confirm; Support

Gambol: To frolic; leap playfully.

e Usage:
1. The children gamboled in the meadow, enjoying the sunny day.

2. The lambs gamboled around the field in the springtime.
3. Their gamboled antics delighted everyone at the party.
e Synonyms: Frolic; Cavort
e Antonyms: Stumble; Trudge

Garrulous: Very talkative; wordy.

e Usage:
1. The garrulous host talked non-stop throughout the evening.

2. Her garrulous nature often led her to dominate conversations.
3. The garrulous parrot repeated everything it heard.

e Synonyms: Loquacious; Chatty

e Antonyms: Reserved; Silent
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Gauche: Coarse and uncouth; clumsy.

e Usage:
1. His gauche manners at the formal dinner embarrassed his hosts.
2. The gauche design of the outfit was out of place at the gala.
3. Her gauche attempts to join the conversation were awkward.

e Synonyms: Awkward; Unrefined

e Antonyms: Graceful; Polished

Geniality: Cheerfulness; kindliness; sociability.

e Usage:
1. Her geniality made her the favorite among her colleagues.
2. The host's geniality ensured everyone felt welcome at the party.
3. His geniality was evident in his warm smile and friendly
demeanor.
e Synonyms: Warmth; Friendliness
e Antonyms: Coldness; Hostility

Gerrymander: To divide an area into voting districts in a way that favors a

political party.

e Usage:
1. The political party was accused of gerrymandering to gain an
advantage.
2. Gerrymandering can skew election results unfairly.
3. Efforts to reform gerrymandering are ongoing in many states.
e Synonyms: Manipulate; Redistrict
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e Antonyms: Fair districting; Equal representation

Glib: Fluent in an insincere way; offhand.

e Usage:
1. His glib responses failed to address the serious issues at hand.

2. The politician's glib assurances did not convince the skeptical
audience.
3. Her glib remarks were seen as dismissive of the concerns raised.
e Synonyms: Smooth-talking; Insincere
e Antonyms: Sincere; Honest

Goad: To prod; urge on.

e Usage:
1. He goaded his friends into participating in the challenge.

2. The coach goaded the team to push harder during practice.
3. Her comments goaded him into defending his position more
vigorously.
e Synonyms: Provoke; Incite
e Antonyms: Discourage; Dissuade

Gossamer: Sheer; light and delicate; like cobwebs.

e Usage:
1. The dress was made of gossamer fabric, floating gracefully with

every movement.
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2. The spider’s web was a delicate gossamer thread shimmering in
the morning light.
3. Her gossamer veil was perfect for the elegant occasion.
e Synonyms: Delicate; Flimsy
e Antonyms: Heavy; Coarse

Gouge: To tear out; scoop out; overcharge.

e Usage:
1. The contractor was accused of gouging customers with
exorbitant prices.
2. He used a chisel to gouge out the excess wood.
3. The company's pricing strategy was seen as a gouge by
consumers.
e Synonyms: Overcharge; Excavation
e Antonyms: Discount; Fair charge

Grandiloquent: Pompous; bombastic.

e Usage:
1. The politician’s grandiloquent speech was full of exaggerated
claims.
2. His grandiloquent style of writing was often criticized as being
pretentious.
3. The speaker’s grandiloquent manner was off-putting to some
listeners.
e Synonyms: Pompous; Pretentious
e Antonyms: Simple; Modest
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Gregarious: Outgoing; sociable.

e Usage:
1. She was known for her gregarious personality and made friends

easily.
2. The gregarious nature of the event made it enjoyable for
everyone.
3. His gregarious behavior was a perfect fit for the social role he
was assigned.
e Synonyms: Sociable; Extroverted
e Antonyms: Introverted; Reserved

Grouse: To complain.

e Usage:
1. The workers groused about the new company policy.

2. She was known to grouse about minor inconveniences.

3. His constant grousing was starting to annoy his colleagues.
e Synonyms: Complain; Grumble
e Antonyms: Praise; Compliment

Guileless: Free of cunning or deceit; artless.

e Usage:
1. Her guileless demeanor made her very trustworthy.

2. The child's guileless questions revealed her innocence.

3. He was appreciated for his guileless honesty.
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e Synonyms: Innocent; Sincere
e Antonyms: Cunning; Deceitful

Guise: Outward appearance; false appearance.

e Usage:
1. The spy operated under the guise of a tourist.

2. The guise of friendliness masked his true intentions.

3. Her guise as a waitress helped her blend in at the restaurant.
e Synonyms: Pretense; Appearance
e Antonyms: Reality; Truth

Gullible: Easily deceived.

e Usage:
1. He was so gullible that he believed every scam email he

received.
2. The gullible customer fell for the fraudulent offer.
3. Her gullible nature made her an easy target for con artists.
e Synonyms: Naive; Trusting
e Antonyms: Skeptical; Critical

Gustatory: Affecting the sense of taste.

e Usage:
1. The chef’s gustatory skills were evident in the exquisite flavors

of his dishes.
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2. The gustatory experience of the wine tasting was remarkable.
3. His gustatory preferences were refined after years of culinary
exploration.
e Synonyms: Taste-related; Flavorful
e Antonyms: Olfactory; Non-tasting

H

Halcyon: Calm and peaceful; happy; golden; prosperous.

e Usage:
1. The halcyon days of summer are always fondly remembered.

2. They enjoyed a halcyon period of prosperity and happiness.
3. The village, nestled by the sea, was known for its halcyon
atmosphere.
e Synonyms: Peaceful; Tranquil
e Antonyms: Turbulent; Chaotic

Hallowed: Holy; sacred.

e Usage:
1. The hallowed grounds of the cemetery are revered by the

community.
2. The temple was considered hallowed by those who worshipped

there.

80

To enroll in our courses and mock tests: https://www.mbakaro.in/learn



https://www.mbakaro.in/learn

81

3. Their traditions are rooted in hallowed customs passed down
through generations.
e Synonyms: Sacred; Revered
e Antonyms: Profane; Unholy

Harangue: Long, pompous speech; tirade.

e Usage:
1. The politician’s harangue on the state of the economy seemed

endless.
2. She delivered a harangue about the importance of environmental
conservation.
3. His harangue left the audience feeling overwhelmed and
disenchanted.
e Synonyms: Tirade; Lecture
e Antonyms: Brief comment; Praise

Harrowing: Extremely distressing; terrifying.

e Usage:
1. The survivors recounted their harrowing experience during the
storm.
2. It was a harrowing ordeal that left everyone emotionally drained.
3. The movie’s harrowing scenes were too intense for some
viewers.
e Synonyms: Distressing; Traumatic
e Antonyms: Comforting; Pleasant
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Herbivorous: An animal that feeds mainly on plants.

e Usage:
1. The giraffe is a herbivorous animal, primarily eating leaves from
trees.
2. Herbivorous diets are essential for many large mammals in the
wild.
3. The zoo has a section dedicated to herbivorous species.
e Synonyms: Plant-eating; Grazing

e Antonyms: Carnivorous; Omnivorous

Hermetic: Tightly sealed; magical.

e Usage:
1. The jar was hermetic, ensuring that no air could enter or escape.
2. The alchemist’s writings were considered to be hermetic and
filled with esoteric knowledge.
3. The hermetic seal preserved the ancient manuscript for
centuries.
e Synonyms: Sealed; Esoteric
e Antonyms: Open; Common

Heterodox: Not widely accepted.

e Usage:
1. His heterodox views on religion often sparked controversy.

2. The scientist’s heterodox theories challenged established norms.
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3. She followed a heterodox approach in her research, which set
her apart from her peers.
e Synonyms: Unconventional; Dissenting
e Antonyms: Conventional; Orthodox

Hieroglyphics: A system of writing in which pictorial symbols represent

meanings or sounds; writing or symbols that are difficult to decipher.

e Usage:
1. Ancient Egyptians used hieroglyphics for religious texts and

monumental inscriptions.
2. The ruins were covered in hieroglyphics that scholars worked to
decipher.
3. The hieroglyphics on the stone tablets revealed much about
early civilizations.
e Synonyms: Pictographs; Symbols
e Antonyms: Plain text; Clear writing

Hirsute: Covered with hair.

e Usage:
1. The hirsute animal was easily recognizable by its thick fur.

2. His hirsute arms were covered in a dense layer of hair.
3. The actor’s hirsute appearance was part of his rugged look for
the role.

e Synonyms: Hairy; Furry
e Antonyms: Hairless; Smooth
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Histrionic: Relating to exaggerated emotional behavior calculated for

effect; theatrical acts or performances.

e Usage:
1. The actor’s histrionic performance won praise for its intensity.

2. Her histrionic reactions to minor setbacks often annoyed her

friends.

3. The film was criticized for its histrionic and melodramatic style.

e Synonyms: Theatrical, Dramatic
e Antonyms: Natural; Understated

Homeostasis: Automatic maintenance by an organism in balance with

itself.

e Usage:
1. Homeostasis is crucial for maintaining the body’s internal

stability.
2. The body's homeostasis regulates temperature, pH, and other
vital functions.
3. Disruption of homeostasis can lead to illness or dysfunction.
e Synonyms: Balance; Equilibrium
e Antonyms: Imbalance; Instability

Homily: Sermon; tedious moralizing lecture.

e Usage:
1. The priest’s homily focused on the importance of charity.
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2. She felt the teacher’s homily on punctuality was unnecessarily
long.
3. The homily delivered at the ceremony was both inspirational and
thought-provoking.
e Synonyms: Sermon; Lecture
e Antonyms: Brief talk; Concise discussion

Homogeneous: Composed of identical parts; uniform in composition.

e Usage:
1. The mixture was homogeneous, with every part being the same
throughout.
2. The community was surprisingly homogeneous, with similar
backgrounds and values.
3. The homogeneous solution was evenly mixed without any
separate phases.
e Synonyms: Uniform; Consistent

e Antonyms: Heterogeneous; Diverse

Hyperbole: Purposeful exaggeration for effect.

e Usage:
1. The statement that he could lift a car was clearly a hyperbole.
2. Writers often use hyperbole to emphasize their points in an
engaging way.
3. His hyperbole about the event made it seem far more dramatic
than it was.

e Synonyms: Exaggeration; Overstatement
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e Antonyms: Understatement; Literalism

Iconoclastic: Attacking cherished traditions.

e Usage:
1. The artist's iconoclastic approach challenged the traditional

norms of the art world.
2. His iconoclastic views often put him at odds with more
conventional thinkers.
3. The reformer's iconoclastic methods were seen as a threat by
established institutions.
e Synonyms: Revolutionary; Dissenting
e Antonyms: Traditional; Conventional

Idolatry: Idol worship; blind or excessive devotion.

e Usage:
1. The ancient practice of idolatry involved worshipping statues of

gods.

2. His idolatry of celebrity culture often led him to overlook more
important issues.

3. The religious leaders condemned idolatry as a form of false
worship.

e Synonyms: Worship; Devotion
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e Antonyms: Disbelief; Secularity

Igneous: Produced by fire; volcanic.

e Usage:
1. The geologist studied igneous rocks formed by volcanic activity.
2. Igneous processes are crucial in the formation of many
geological features.
3. The region’s landscape was shaped by various igneous eruptions
over millennia.
e Synonyms: Volcanic; Fiery
e Antonyms: Sedimentary; Metamorphic

Imbroglio: Complicated situation; an entanglement.

e Usage:
1. The diplomatic imbroglio required delicate negotiations to
resolve.
2. The legal imbroglio left everyone confused and unsure of their
next steps.
3. Her personal life was caught in a complex imbroglio of
relationships and obligations.
e Synonyms: Entanglement; Complication
e Antonyms: Simplicity; Clarity

Immutable: Unchangeable.
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e Usage:
1. The laws of physics are considered immutable.

2. Her decision seemed immutable despite all attempts to persuade
her otherwise.
3. The organization’s core values were immutable and remained
constant over time.
e Synonyms: Unalterable; Fixed
e Antonyms: Changeable; Variable

Impair: To damage; injure.

e Usage:
1. The accident could impair his ability to walk for the rest of his
life.
2. Excessive noise can impair one’s hearing over time.
3. The medication might impair his cognitive functions temporarily.
e Synonyms: Damage; Injure
e Antonyms: Improve; Enhance

Impassive: Showing no emotion.

e Usage:
1. His impassive expression made it difficult to gauge his true

feelings.

2. She remained impassive during the intense negotiation, showing
no sign of stress.

3. The actor's impassive portrayal of the character added depth to

the role.
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e Synonyms: Stoic; Unemotional
e Antonyms: Emotional; Expressive

Impecunious: Poor; having no money.

e Usage:
1. The impecunious student struggled to afford books and supplies.

2. Despite his impecunious state, he remained optimistic about his
future.
3. The charity aimed to support the needs of the impecunious
members of the community.
e Synonyms: Poor; Penniless
e Antonyms: Wealthy; Affluent

Impede: To hinder; block.

e Usage:
1. The roadblocks impeded the progress of emergency services.

2. His lack of experience might impede his chances of getting the
job.
3. The heavy rain began to impede the construction work on the
site.
e Synonyms: Hinder; Obstruct
e Antonyms: Facilitate; Assist

Impermeable: Impossible to permeate.
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e Usage:
1. The waterproof coating made the fabric impermeable to water.

2. The new material was designed to be impermeable to both air
and liquid.
3. The barrier was impermeable, ensuring that nothing could pass
through.
e Synonyms: Resistant; Sealed
e Antonyms: Permeable; Penetrable

Imperturbable: Not easily disturbed.

e Usage:
1. Her imperturbable demeanor made her an ideal candidate for the

high-pressure job.
2. Despite the chaos around him, he remained imperturbable and
focused.
3. The manager’s imperturbable nature helped him handle crises
with calm efficiency.
e Synonyms: Calm; Unshakable
e Antonyms: Agitated; Disturbed

Impervious: Incapable of being affected; impossible to penetrate.

e Usage:
1. The new coat was impervious to both wind and rain.

2. His impervious attitude made it difficult to affect his decisions.
3. The wall was built to be impervious to any attempts at intrusion.

e Synonyms: Unaffected; Sealed
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e Antonyms: Permeable; Affected

Impinge: To strike; encroach.

e Usage:
1. The new construction project impinged on the neighboring

property.
2. The floodwaters began to impinge upon the lower-lying areas of

the town.
3. The constant noise from the factory impinged on the residents'

quality of life.
e Synonyms: Encroach; Affect
e Antonyms: Withdraw; Avoid

Implacable: Inflexible; incapable of being pleased or calmed down.

e Usage:
1. The implacable opponent refused to compromise on any terms.

2. Her implacable anger was evident despite numerous apologies.

3. The implacable nature of the problem required a drastic solution.

e Synonyms: Unyielding; Unappeasable
e Antonyms: Flexible; Conciliatory

Implausible: Unlikely; unbelievable.

e Usage:
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1. The plot twist in the movie seemed implausible and hard to
believe.
2. His explanation was so implausible that it raised doubts about
his honesty.
3. The theory was dismissed as implausible by most experts in the
field.
e Synonyms: Unbelievable; Doubtful
e Antonyms: Plausible; Believable

Implicit: Implied; understood but not stated.

e Usage:
1. Her implicit agreement to the terms was clear through her
actions.
2. The message carried an implicit warning that was not directly
expressed.
3. There was an implicit understanding between them that neither
would break.
e Synonyms: Implied; Inferred
e Antonyms: Explicit; Stated

Implode: Collapse inward violently.

e Usage:
1. The building began to implode after the controlled demolition

was initiated.
2. The star is expected to implode into a supernova at the end of

its life cycle.
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3. The company'’s financial troubles caused it to implode under
mounting debt.
e Synonyms: Collapse; Crumble
e Antonyms: Expand; Emerge

Imprecation: Curse; damnation.

e Usage:
1. The ancient texts were filled with imprecations against those

who betrayed their oaths.
2. His imprecation was uttered in anger and was intended to bring
misfortune.
3. The character in the story uttered an imprecation that haunted
the protagonist.
e Synonyms: Curse; Malediction
e Antonyms: Blessing; Benediction

Impute: To attribute the fault to; relate to a particular cause or source.

e Usage:
1. He was quick to impute the failure to external factors rather than

his own mistakes.
2. The report aimed to impute the cause of the problem to systemic
issues within the company.
3. She imputed the success of the project to the hard work of the
entire team.
e Synonyms: Attribute; Ascribe
e Antonyms: Exonerate; Disassociate
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Inadvertently: Carelessly; unintentionally.

e Usage:
1. She inadvertently spilled coffee on the important documents.

2. His actions inadvertently led to misunderstandings and conflicts.
3. The error was made inadvertently, without any intention to
cause harm.
e Synonyms: Accidentally; Unintentionally
e Antonyms: Intentionally; Deliberately

Incarnate: Having bodily form.

e Usage:
1. The deity was depicted as an incarnate figure in the religious
texts.
2. He was seen as the incarnate embodiment of wisdom and virtue.
3. The novel’s protagonist was described as an incarnate hero with
extraordinary abilities.
e Synonyms: Embodied; Manifest
e Antonyms: Abstract; Disembodied

Inchoate: Imperfectly formed or formulated.

e Usage:
1. The project remained inchoate, with many ideas yet to be fully

developed.
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2. The inchoate stages of the plan needed more detail and
organization.
3. Their inchoate understanding of the problem led to incomplete
solutions.
e Synonyms: Unformed; Rudimentary
e Antonyms: Developed; Mature

Incongruity: State of not fitting.

e Usage:
1. The incongruity between the fancy restaurant and the casual

attire was obvious.
2. There was an incongruity in the data that suggested an error in
the analysis.
3. The incongruity of his statement with the facts was hard to
ignore.
e Synonyms: Discrepancy; Mismatch
e Antonyms: Congruity; Harmony

Inconsequential: Insignificant; unimportant.

e Usage:
1. The minor detail was inconsequential to the overall outcome of

the project.
2. His remarks were considered inconsequential and did not affect

the decision.
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3. They chose to ignore the inconsequential issues and focus on the

major problems.
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e Synonyms: Trivial; Minor
e Antonyms: Significant; Important

Incorporate: Introduce something into another thing already in existence.

e Usage:
1. They decided to incorporate new technologies into the existing
system.
2. The company aimed to incorporate feedback into its product
development process.
3. The design team worked to incorporate various features into the
final model.
e Synonyms: Integrate; Blend
e Antonyms: Separate; Exclude

Incursion: Sudden invasion.

e Usage:
1. The sudden incursion by enemy forces caught the defenders off
guard.
2. The incursion of invasive species into the ecosystem caused
significant damage.
3. The company’s incursion into the new market was met with both
opportunity and challenge.
e Synonyms: Invasion; Intrusion

e Antonyms: Withdrawal; Retreat
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Indeterminate: Uncertain; indefinite.

e Usage:

1.

The results of the experiment were indeterminate and required

further study.

. The deadline for the project remained indeterminate due to

ongoing negotiations.

. His future plans were indeterminate, as he had not yet decided

on a career path.

e Synonyms: Unclear; Ambiguous

e Antonyms: Definite; Clear

Indigence: Poverty.

e Usage:

1.

The charity aimed to alleviate the indigence faced by many in

the community.

. The program was designed to support those living in conditions

of extreme indigence.

. He dedicated his life to helping individuals overcome indigence

and improve their circumstances.

e Synonyms: Poverty; Neediness

e Antonyms: Wealth; Affluence

Indolent: Habitually lazy; idle.

e Usage:
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1. His indolent lifestyle was marked by a lack of motivation and
productivity.
2. The indolent student often avoided work and preferred leisure
activities.
3. They criticized his indolent approach to important tasks and
responsibilities.
e Synonyms: Lazy; Lethargic
e Antonyms: Diligent; Industrious

Ineluctable: Not to be avoided or escaped; inevitable.

e Usage:
1. The ineluctable conclusion of the trial was reached after all

evidence was presented.
2. The ineluctable decline of the old industry was evident as
technology advanced.
3. They accepted the ineluctable reality that change was necessary
for growth.
e Synonyms: Inevitable; Unavoidable
e Antonyms: Avoidable; Contingent

Inert: Unable to move; sluggish.

e Usage:
1. The chemical was inert and did not react with other substances.

2. After the accident, his body was left inert and unresponsive.
3. The company’s growth seemed inert, showing little progress or

change.
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e Synonyms: Motionless; Sluggish
e Antonyms: Active; Dynamic

Ingenuous: Naive and trusting; lacking sophistication.

e Usage:
1. Her ingenuous nature made her easily deceived by others.
2. The ingenuous child believed every story told to her without
question.
3. His ingenuous approach to business often led to exploitation by
more experienced individuals.
e Synonyms: Naive; Innocent
e Antonyms: Sophisticated; Cunning

Inherent: Firmly established by nature or habit.

e Usage:
1. The inherent qualities of the material made it ideal for
construction.
2. The risks are inherent in the profession and cannot be avoided.
3. Her talent for music was inherent, evident from a very young
age.
e Synonyms: Intrinsic; Natural
e Antonyms: Extrinsic; Acquired

Innocuous: Harmless.
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e Usage:
1. The chemical was found to be innocuous and safe for use.

2. His comments were intended to be innocuous, though they were
misunderstood.
3. The seemingly innocuous remark caused unexpected
controversy.
e Synonyms: Harmless; Benign
e Antonyms: Harmful; Dangerous

Insensible: Unconscious; unresponsive.

e Usage:
1. The patient was insensible to external stimuli due to the
medication.
2. His insensible demeanor made it difficult to gauge his emotional
state.
3. After the accident, he was left insensible and needed immediate
medical attention.
e Synonyms: Unresponsive; Unconscious

e Antonyms: Responsive; Conscious

Insinuate: To suggest; say indirectly; imply.

e Usage:
1. She tried to insinuate that he was responsible for the mistake
without directly accusing him.
2. The author’s writing often insinuated deeper meanings beneath

the surface.
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3. His comments were meant to insinuate that there were
underlying issues with the proposal.

e Synonyms: Imply; Suggest
e Antonyms: State; Assert

Insipid: Lacking in flavor; dull.

e Usage:
1. The soup was insipid and needed seasoning to enhance its

flavor.
2. His insipid speech failed to capture the audience’s attention.
3. The novel was criticized for its insipid plot and uninteresting
characters.
e Synonyms: Bland; Dull
e Antonyms: Flavorful; Exciting

Insouciant: Indifferent; lacking concern or care.

e Usage:
1. His insouciant attitude towards deadlines often frustrated his

colleagues.
2. She approached life with an insouciant charm, rarely letting
worries affect her.
3. The insouciant behavior of the youth was evident in their
carefree actions.
e Synonyms: Carefree; Nonchalant
e Antonyms: Concerned; Anxious
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Insularity: Narrow-mindedness; isolation.

e Usage:
1. The insularity of the community made it resistant to outside
influences.
2. His insularity prevented him from understanding perspectives
different from his own.
3. The insularity of the island’s culture was both a strength and a
limitation.
e Synonyms: Isolation; Narrow-mindedness

e Antonyms: Openness; Inclusivity

Insuperable: Insurmountable; unconquerable.

e Usage:
1. The challenge seemed insuperable, but they persisted despite
the obstacles.
2. The team faced what appeared to be an insuperable barrier in
their project.
3. The insuperable odds did not deter her from pursuing her
dreams.
e Synonyms: Unconquerable; Unbeatable
e Antonyms: Surmountable; Conquerable

Intangible: Not material.

e Usage:
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1. The company’s success was attributed to intangible assets like
brand reputation and employee morale.
2. The concept of love is often considered intangible and difficult to
define.
3. The intangible benefits of the program included increased
employee satisfaction and loyalty.
e Synonyms: Immaterial; Abstract
e Antonyms: Tangible; Material

Interdict: To forbid; prohibit.

e Usage:
1. The court issued an interdict to prevent the construction of the

building.
2. The religious leader imposed an interdict on certain practices
deemed unacceptable.
3. The policy interdicts the use of personal devices during
meetings.
e Synonyms: Prohibit; Ban
e Antonyms: Permit; Allow

Internecine: Deadly to both sides.

e Usage:
1. The internecine conflict between the two factions led to

widespread devastation.
2. The civil war was marked by internecine battles that caused

severe casualties on all sides.
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3. Their internecine struggle left both parties weakened and
vulnerable.
e Synonyms: Destructive; Mutual
e Antonyms: Peaceful; Non-violent

Interpolation: To insert; change by adding new words or material.

e Usage:
1. The editor made several interpolations to improve the clarity of
the manuscript.
2. The interpolations in the text were noted as later additions not
present in the original version.
3. He used interpolation to include additional information that was
relevant to the discussion.
e Synonyms: Insertion; Addition
e Antonyms: Removal; Omission

Interregnum: Interval between reigns; gap-in continuity.

e Usage:
1. The country experienced a period of instability during the
interreghum between rulers.
2. The interregnum in the company’s leadership created
uncertainty among employees.
3. The interregnum allowed time for reforms and changes before
the new administration took over.
e Synonyms: Gap; Interval
e Antonyms: Continuity; Succession
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Intimate: Marked by close acquaintance.

e Usage:
1. Their intimate friendship was evident in their open and honest
conversations.
2. The intimate setting of the dinner party encouraged personal and
meaningful discussions.
3. The memoir provided an intimate look into the author’s life and
experiences.
e Synonyms: Close; Personal
e Antonyms: Distant; Formal

Intractable: Not easily managed.

e Usage:
1. The intractable problem required innovative solutions and
persistent effort.
2. Her intractable nature made it challenging for others to work
with her effectively.
3. The intractable issue remained unresolved despite numerous
attempts to address it.
e Synonyms: Unmanageable; Stubborn
e Antonyms: Manageable; Docile

Intransigence: Stubbornness; refusal to compromise.

e Usage:
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1. His intransigence in negotiations led to a prolonged stalemate.
2. The intransigence of the opposing parties made reaching an
agreement nearly impossible.
3. Their intransigence on key issues was a major obstacle to
progress.
e Synonyms: Stubbornness; Uncompromising
e Antonyms: Flexibility; Concession

Introspective: Contemplating one's own thoughts and feelings.

e Usage:
1. Her introspective nature led her to spend a lot of time reflecting

on her personal growth.
2. The introspective analysis provided deeper insights into the
character's motivations.
3. Introspective individuals often seek to understand their inner
selves through meditation or journaling.
e Synonyms: Reflective; Self-examining
e Antonyms: Extroverted; Unreflective

Inundate: To cover with water; overwhelm.

e Usage:
1. The heavy rains caused the river to inundate the surrounding

areas.
2. She was inundated with requests for assistance after the

announcement.
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3. The company was inundated with applications for the new
position.
e Synonyms: Overwhelm; Flood
e Antonyms: Drain; Uncover

Inured: Hardened; accustomed; used to.

e Usage:
1. After years of working in high-stress environments, she had

become inured to pressure.
2. The soldiers were inured to the hardships of combat.
3. He had become inured to the frequent criticism and remained
unaffected by it.
e Synonyms: Accustomed; Hardened
e Antonyms: Sensitive; Unaccustomed

Invective: Verbal abuse.

e Usage:
1. The debate devolved into an exchange of invective rather than
constructive discussion.
2. His speech was filled with invective directed at his political
opponents.
3. The invective used in the argument revealed deep-seated
animosities.
e Synonyms: Abuse; Vituperation
e Antonyms: Praise; Compliment
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Inveigh: To disapprove; protest vehemently.

e Usage:
1. He inveighed against the proposed changes to the policy, citing

potential negative impacts.
2. The activist inveighed loudly against the injustices faced by the
community.
3. Her letters were filled with invective as she inveighed against the
administration’s actions.
e Synonyms: Protest; Condemn
e Antonyms: Support; Endorse

Inveigle: To win over by flattering or coaxing.

e Usage:
1. She tried to inveigle him into agreeing to her terms with charm

and persuasion.
2. The salesman used every trick to- inveigle the customer into
making a purchase.
3. They managed to inveigle their way into the exclusive event
through persistent flattery.
e Synonyms: Coax; Persuade
e Antonyms: Repel; Dissuade

Inveterate: Confirmed; long-standing.

e Usage:
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1. He was an inveterate gambler, having pursued the habit for
decades.
2. Her inveterate habit of reading before bed had been with her
since childhood.
3. The inveterate rivalry between the teams made each match
highly anticipated.
e Synonyms: Chronic; Long-standing
e Antonyms: New; Temporary

Invidious: Likely to provoke ill will.

e Usage:
1. The invidious comparisons between the two colleagues caused

tension in the office.
2. His remarks were invidious and stirred up resentment among his
peers.
3. The decision to promote one employee over another was
invidious and led to dissatisfaction.
e Synonyms: Resentful; Envious
e Antonyms: Praiseworthy; Benevolent

Irascible: Easily angered.

e Usage:
1. His irascible temperament made him difficult to work with,

especially under stress.
2. The irascible old man would often yell at anyone who came near

his property.
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3. Despite his irascible nature, he had moments of calm and
kindness.
e Synonyms: Irritable; Short-tempered
e Antonyms: Calm; Even-tempered

Irresolute: Unsure of how to act; weak.

e Usage:
1. His irresolute behavior made it difficult for the team to move

forward with the project.
2. She was irresolute about her career choices and struggled to
make a decision.
3. The leader’s irresolute responses during the crisis led to
confusion and inefficiency.
e Synonyms: Uncertain; Hesitant
e Antonyms: Decisive; Resolute

Itinerant: Wandering from place to place; unsettled.

e Usage:
1. The itinerant lifestyle of the traveling salesman meant he was

rarely in one place for long.
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2. She led an itinerant existence, moving from city to city in search

of new opportunities.

3. The itinerant workers were accustomed to constantly changing

locations for their jobs.
e Synonyms: Wandering; Nomadic
e Antonyms: Settled; Fixed
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Itinerary: Route of a traveler's journey.

e Usage:
1. The travel agency provided a detailed itinerary for their trip to
Europe.
2. They followed the itinerary meticulously to ensure they visited all
planned destinations.
3. His itinerary included a mix of sightseeing, relaxation, and
cultural experiences.
e Synonyms: Schedule; Plan
e Antonyms: Spontaneity; Improvization

Jaundiced: Having a yellowish discoloration of the skin; affected by envy.

e Usage:
1. The patient’s jaundiced skin indicated a possible liver problem.
2. His jaundiced view of the situation was influenced by envy of his
colleague’s success.
3. The article was criticized for its jaundiced perspective on the
policy.
e Synonyms: Yellowed; Envious
e Antonyms: Clear; Unbiased
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Jibe: To be in agreement.

e Usage:
1. Their plans jibed perfectly, allowing them to move forward with

the project.
2. The witness’s testimony jibed with the evidence presented in
court.
3. The two accounts jibed, confirming the accuracy of the report.
e Synonyms: Align; Agree
e Antonyms: Disagree; Clash

Jocose: Fond of joking; jocular.

e Usage:
1. His jocose remarks lightened the mood at the meeting.

2. The jocose nature of the party made it a fun and memorable
event.
3. She enjoyed his jocose commentary on everyday life.
e Synonyms: Humorous; Playful
e Antonyms: Serious; Solemn

Juggernaut: Huge force destroying everything in its path.

e Usage:
1. The corporation’s expansion became a juggernaut that

overwhelmed smaller competitors.
2. The storm was a juggernaut of destruction, leaving devastation

in its wake.
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3. The new technology emerged as a juggernaut, rapidly
dominating the market.

e Synonyms: Powerful force; Behemoth
e Antonyms: Fragile; Weak

Junta: Group of people united in political intrigue.

e Usage:
1. The military junta took control of the country after the coup.
2. The junta’s decisions were often shrouded in secrecy and

political maneuvering.

3. The junta’s rule led to significant changes in the country’s
governance.

e Synonyms: Clique; Cabal
e Antonyms: Democracy; Openness

Juxtapose: Place side by side.

e Usage:
1. The artist juxtaposed contrasting colors to create a striking
visual effect.
2. The study aimed to juxtapose different historical events to
highlight their similarities.
3. In the essay, she juxtaposed opposing viewpoints to provide a
balanced analysis.
e Synonyms: Compare; Contrast
e Antonyms: Separate; Isolate
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Ken:
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Range of knowledge.

Usage:
1. Her expertise was beyond the ken of most people in the field.

2. The historical context was not within the ken of the average
reader.
3. The project required knowledge that was well beyond his ken.
Synonyms: Understanding; Knowledge

Antonyms: Ignorance; Unawareness

Kernel: Central or vital part; whole seed (as of corn).

Usage:
1. The kernel of the argument was that both sides needed to

compromise.
2. After removing the husk, we were left with a kernel of corn.
3. The kernel of truth in his story made it more believable.
Synonyms: Core; Essence
Antonyms: Periphery; Outer part

Killjoy: Grouch; spoilsport.

Usage:
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1. He was labeled a killjoy for complaining about the party's noise
levels.
2. Her constant criticism made her the killjoy of the group.
3. Don't be a killjoy; let's enjoy the celebration without worries.
e Synonyms: Spoilsport; Wet blanket
e Antonyms: Cheerful person; Enthusiast

Kindle: Start a fire; inspire.

e Usage:
1. The dry wood was easy to kindle with a match.

2. His speech kindled a sense of purpose in the audience.
3. The new book kindled her interest in historical fiction.
e Synonyms: Ignite; Inspire
e Antonyms: Extinguish; Dampen

Kindred: Related; similar in nature or character.

e Usage:
1. They discovered a kindred spirit in each other during their

travels.
2. The kindred styles of the two artists were evident in their work.
3. Their kindred interests in music led to a strong friendship.
e Synonyms: Related; Similar
e Antonyms: Dissimilar; Unrelated

Kinetic: Producing motion.
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e Usage:
1. The kinetic sculpture moved gracefully with the wind.

2. The engineer studied the kinetic energy of moving objects.
3. The artist’s kinetic designs were both dynamic and engaging.
e Synonyms: Dynamic; Energetic
e Antonyms: Static; Inactive

Kismet: Fate.

e Usage:
1. They believed it was kismet that brought them together at that

exact moment.
2. The sudden turn of events felt like kismet to him.
3. Their meeting seemed to be a matter of kismet rather than
chance.
e Synonyms: Destiny; Fortune
e Antonyms: Chance; Randomness

Kleptomaniac: Person who has a compulsive desire to steal.

e Usage:
1. The kleptomaniac was caught stealing items from the store

repeatedly.

2. His condition as a kleptomaniac made it difficult for him to
control his impulses.

3. Treatment for a kleptomaniac often involves psychological
counseling.

e Synonyms: Thief; Stealer
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e Antonyms: Non-stealer; Honest

Knave: Untrustworthy person; rogue; scoundrel.

e Usage:
1. The character in the play was a cunning knave with deceitful

intentions.
2. He was labeled a knave for his dishonorable actions in the office.
3. The knight sought to expose the knave who had betrayed his
trust.
e Synonyms: Scoundrel; Rogue
e Antonyms: Honest person; Virtuous

Knead: Mix; work dough.

e Usage:
1. She kneaded the dough until it was smooth and elastic.

2. The recipe required kneading the dough for at least ten minutes.
3. Kneading the clay helped prepare it for sculpting.

e Synonyms: Work; Massage

e Antonyms: Leave untouched; Unwork

Knell: Tolling of a bell, especially to indicate a funeral, disaster, etc.; sound

of the funeral bell.

e Usage:
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1. The knell of the church bell signaled the start of the funeral
procession.
2. The ominous knell forewarned of the approaching disaster.
3. The knell echoed through the valley, marking the end of an era.
e Synonyms: Bell toll; Funeral sound
e Antonyms: Joyful bell; Celebration

Knit: Contract into wrinkles; grow together, as a broken bone.

e Usage:
The broken bone began to knit together after several weeks.

Her eyebrows knitted together in confusion.

W N =

. The two communities started to knit closer relationships through
collaboration.

e Synonyms: Join; Bond

e Antonyms: Separate; Disband

Knoll: Little, round hill.

e Usage:
1. They enjoyed a picnic on a gentle knoll overlooking the meadow.
2. The house was situated atop a small knoll, offering a panoramic
view.
3. The knoll provided a perfect vantage point for watching the
sunset.
e Synonyms: Hillock; Mound
e Antonyms: Valley; Plain
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Knotty: Intricate; difficult; tangled.

e Usage:

1. The knotty problem took hours to solve despite everyone’s best

efforts.

2. Her hair became knotty after a day at the beach.

3. The knotty issues in the contract required careful negotiation.

e Synonyms: Complicated; Tangled
e Antonyms: Simple; Untangled

Kudos: Honor; glory; praise.

e Usage:

1. The team received kudos for their innovative project.

2. She earned kudos from her peers for her outstanding
performance.

3. The professor received kudos for his groundbreaking research.
e Synonyms: Praise; Acclaim

e Antonyms: Criticism; Disapproval

L

Labile: Likely to change.

e Usage:
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1. Her mood was labile, shifting from happiness to sadness quickly.

2. The labile nature of the stock market can make investing risky.

3. The patient’s labile condition required constant monitoring.
e Synonyms: Unstable; Changeable
e Antonyms: Stable; Fixed

Laconic: Using few words.

e Usage:
1. His laconic reply was enough to convey his disinterest.

2. The laconic style of the novel gave it a minimalist charm.
3. Despite his laconic nature, he had a lot of valuable insights.
e Synonyms: Concise; Brief
e Antonyms: Verbose; Wordy

Lambaste: To trash verbally or physically.

e Usage:

1. The coach lambasted the team after their poor performance.

2. The critic lambasted the film for its lack of originality.
3. He was lambasted for his careless mistakes.

e Synonyms: Berate; Criticize

e Antonyms: Praise; Compliment

Lascivious: Lustful.

e Usage:
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1. The character's lascivious behavior was central to the plot.
2. His lascivious comments were deemed inappropriate by the
group.
3. The film was criticized for its lascivious content.
e Synonyms: Lewd; Salacious
e Antonyms: Chaste; Modest

Lassitude: Lethargy; sluggishness.

e Usage:
1. The long hours of work led to a sense of lassitude.
2. His lassitude was evident in his slow movements and lack of
energy.
3. She attributed her lassitude to a lack of sleep.
e Synonyms: Fatigue; Weariness
e Antonyms: Energy; Vitality

Latent: Dormant; potential not apparent.

e Usage:
1. The scientist discovered latent potential in the new material.
2. His latent talent for music became apparent after he started
lessons.
3. The virus can remain latent in the body for years.
e Synonyms: Hidden; Potential
e Antonyms: Manifest; Active
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Laud: Praise.

e Usage:
1. The committee lauded her contributions to the project.

2. The book received much laud from critics.

3. They lauded his bravery during the emergency.
e Synonyms: Applaud; Compliment
e Antonyms: Criticize; Denounce

Lethargic: Inactive.

e Usage:
1. After the long flight, he felt lethargic and needed rest.

2. The lethargic response from the team was a concern for the
manager.
3. She felt lethargic due to the medication she was taking.
e Synonyms: Sluggish; Inactive
e Antonyms: Energetic; Active

Levee: An embankment that prevents a river from overflowing.

e Usage:
1. The levee was built to protect the town from flooding.

2. Workers reinforced the levee to withstand the rising waters.
3. The levee breach caused significant damage to the surrounding
areas.

e Synonyms: Embankment; Dike
e Antonyms: None
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Levity: Light manner or attitude.

e Usage:
1. His levity during the serious meeting was seen as inappropriate.
2. The party's levity was a welcome change from the somber
atmosphere.
3. She used levity to lighten the mood after the stressful event.
e Synonyms: Lightness; Humor
e Antonyms: Seriousness; Gravity

Liberal: Tolerant; broad-minded.

e Usage:
1. She has a liberal attitude toward different cultural practices.
2. The policy was seen as a liberal approach to social issues.
3. His liberal views on education reform were well-known.

e Synonyms: Tolerant; Open-minded

e Antonyms: Conservative; Narrow-minded

Libertine: One without moral restraint.

e Usage:
1. The novel featured a libertine character who defied societal
norms.
2. His libertine lifestyle was often the subject of scandal.
3. The libertine views on personal freedom sparked controversy.

e Synonyms: Dissolute; Immoral
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e Antonyms: Virtuous; Moral

Libido: Sexual desire.

e Usage:
1. The therapy aimed to address issues related to libido.

2. His libido was affected by stress and health concerns.
3. She discussed her changing libido with her doctor.

e Synonyms: Sexual drive; Desire

e Antonyms: Apathy; Disinterest

Lilliputian: Extremely small.

e Usage:
1. The model was so lilliputian that it required a magnifying glass to

see details.
2. His concerns seemed lilliputian compared to the larger issues at
hand.
3. The lilliputian size of the components made assembly
challenging.
e Synonyms: Tiny; Minuscule
e Antonyms: Huge; Giant

Limn: To draw, describe.

e Usage:
1. The artist limned the landscape with delicate brushstrokes.
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2. Her memoir limns the challenges and triumphs of her early
years.
3. The book limns the cultural changes of the era.
e Synonyms: Depict; Illustrate
e Antonyms: Obscure; Conceal

Limpid: Clear; transparent.

e Usage:
1. The limpid water of the lake allowed us to see the fish below.

2. Her limpid prose made the complex subject easy to understand.
3. The limpid sky was a bright blue on the sunny day.

e Synonyms: Clear; Transparent

e Antonyms: Cloudy; Opaque

Linguistic: Pertaining to language.

e Usage:
1. The course covered various linguistic theories and practices.

2. Her linguistic skills were evident in her ability to speak multiple
languages.
3. The study explored the linguistic differences between regional
dialects.
e Synonyms: Language-related; Philological
e Antonyms: Non-linguistic; Unrelated

Litany: Lengthy recitation; repetitive chant.
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e Usage:
1. The priest delivered a litany of prayers during the service.
2. The litany of complaints from the employees was addressed by
management.
3. The book included a litany of historical events.
e Synonyms: Recitation; Catalogue
e Antonyms: None

Literati: Scholarly or learned persons.

e Usage:
1. The conference was attended by various literati from around the
world.
2. The literati of the time had a significant influence on cultural
development.
3. Her work was highly regarded among the literati.
e Synonyms: Scholars; Intellectuals
e Antonyms: Laypeople; Non-experts

Litigation: Legal proceedings.

e Usage:
1. The company faced lengthy litigation over the contract dispute.
2. Litigation was necessary to resolve the complex legal issues.
3. The lawyer specialized in commercial litigation.

e Synonyms: Lawsuit; Legal action

e Antonyms: Settlement; Mediation
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Log: Record of a voyage; record of daily activities.

e Usage:
1. The captain kept a detailed log of the ship’s voyage.
2. She maintained a personal log of her daily activities and
reflections.
3. The log provided crucial information for the investigation.
e Synonyms: Record; Journal
e Antonyms: None

Loquacious: Talkative.

e Usage:
1. The loquacious guest entertained everyone with stories and
anecdotes.
2. Her loquacious nature made her the center of social gatherings.
3. The loquacious nature of the meeting led to a lengthy discussion.
e Synonyms: Talkative; Chatty
e Antonyms: Reserved; Quiet

Lucid: Bright; clear; intelligible.

e Usage:
1. The professor’s lucid explanation made the complex topic
understandable.
2. The patient was in a lucid state after the anesthesia wore off.

3. The night sky was particularly lucid, with stars clearly visible.
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e Synonyms: Clear; Intelligible
e Antonyms: Confused; Obscure

Lucre: Money or profits.

e Usage:
1. The business was focused on maximizing lucre from its

investments.

2. They were accused of pursuing lucre at the expense of ethical
practices.

3. The lucre from the deal was substantial, exceeding expectations.
e Synonyms: Profit; Gain
e Antonyms: Loss; Expense

Luminous: Bright; brilliant; glowing.

e Usage:
1. The luminous stars lit up the night sky.
2. Her luminous personality made her the center of attention.
3. The painting’s luminous colors brought the scene to life.

e Synonyms: Radiant; Shining

e Antonyms: Dull; Dim

Lustrous: Shining.

e Usage:
1. The lustrous finish on the car made it stand out.
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2. Her lustrous hair was the envy of everyone.

3. The lustrous appearance of the fabric added to its appeal.

e Synonyms: Shiny; Gleaming
e Antonyms: Dull; Matte

M

Machiavellian: Crafty; double-dealing.

e Usage:
1. His machiavellian tactics in the political arena earned him both

allies and enemies.
2. The novel’s antagonist was a classic example of a Machiavellian

schemer.
3. The machiavellian nature of the plot was evident in its complex

deceptions.
e Synonyms: Cunning; Deceptive
e Antonyms: Honest; Straightforward

Machinations: Plots or schemes.

e Usage:
1. The politician’s machinations were uncovered by investigative

journalists.
2. The novel revealed the complex machinations behind the

corporate takeover.
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3. They were wary of his machinations, knowing he often plotted
behind the scenes.
e Synonyms: Schemes; Conspiracies
e Antonyms: Transparency; Simplicity

Maelstrom: Whirlpool; turmoil.

e Usage:
1. The ship was caught in a maelstrom of violent waters.

2. Her emotions were in a maelstrom after receiving the
unexpected news.
3. The political landscape was a maelstrom of conflicting interests.
e Synonyms: Turmoil; Chaos
e Antonyms: Calm; Order

Magnanimity: Generosity; nobility.

e Usage:
1. His magnanimity was evident in the generous donations he

made to the charity.
2. The magnanimity of the leader helped to foster peace among
rival factions.
3. Her magnanimity in forgiving her adversaries won her
widespread respect.
e Synonyms: Generosity; Nobility
e Antonyms: Petty; Mean-spirited
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Malign: To speak evil of.

e Usage:

1. He was accused of maligning his opponent in order to gain favor.

2. The rumors were intended to malign the reputation of the public
figure.

3. Maligning others only reflects poorly on oneself.
e Synonyms: Defame; Slander

e Antonyms: Praise; Defend

Malinger: To feign illness to escape duty.

e Usage:

1. He was suspected of malingering to avoid going to work.

2. The boss was wary of employees who might malinger to get out
of their responsibilities.

3. Malingering can lead to disciplinary action if discovered.
e Synonyms: Feign illness; Shirk

e Antonyms: Work diligently; Contribute

Malleable: Capable of being shaped by pounding; impressionable.

e Usage:

1. The metal was highly malleable and easy to shape into intricate
designs.

2. Her views were malleable, influenced easily by those around her.
3. The malleable clay was perfect for sculpting.
e Synonyms: Pliable; Flexible
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e Antonyms: Rigid; Inflexible

Maverick: Dissenter.

e Usage:
1. The maverick politician challenged the party’s traditional
positions.
2. Known as a maverick, he often took unconventional approaches
to problems.
3. Her maverick attitude was both admired and criticized.
e Synonyms: Nonconformist; Rebel
e Antonyms: Conformist; Follower

Megalomania: Delusions of power or importance.

e Usage:
1. His megalomania led him to believe he was destined for
greatness.
2. The dictator’'s megalomania caused him to make irrational
decisions.
3. She diagnosed his behavior as a result of megalomania.
e Synonyms: Delusions of grandeur; Narcissism

e Antonyms: Humility; Modesty

Menagerie: A variety of animals kept together.

e Usage:

To enroll in our courses and mock tests: https://www.mbakaro.in/learn



https://www.mbakaro.in/learn

133

1. The zoo had a menagerie of exotic animals from around the
world.

2. The old estate was known for its private menagerie of rare
species.
3. Her backyard was a menagerie of pets and stray animals.
e Synonyms: Collection; Zoo
e Antonyms: None

Mendacious: Dishonest.

e Usage:
1. The mendacious claims in the report were quickly debunked.
2. She was known for her mendacious tendencies, often
exaggerating stories.
3. Mendacious behavior undermines trust and integrity.
e Synonyms: Lying; Untruthful
e Antonyms: Truthful; Honest

Mendicant: Beggar.

e Usage:

1. The mendicant was seen on the street corner asking for help.

2. The novel depicted the life of a mendicant in medieval times.

3. His mendicant status led him to rely on the generosity of others.
e Synonyms: Beggar; Panhandler
e Antonyms: Wealthy; Prosperous
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Meretricious: Gaudy; specious; falsely attractive.

e Usage:
1. The meretricious decorations in the shop were meant to attract
attention but lacked quality.
2. The film's meretricious appeal failed to impress critics.
3. She dismissed the meretricious charms of the advertisement as
superficial.
e Synonyms: Gaudy; Flashy
e Antonyms: Elegant; Tasteful

Mesmerize: To hypnotize.

e Usage:
1. The magician’s performance seemed to mesmerize the entire
audience.
2. She was mesmerized by the soothing rhythm of the music.
3. The captivating story had the power to mesmerize readers.
e Synonyms: Hypnotize; Fascinate
e Antonyms: Bore; Disinterest

Metamorphosis: Change; transformation.

e Usage:
1. The caterpillar undergoes a remarkable metamorphosis to
become a butterfly.
2. His personal metamorphosis over the years was inspiring.

3. The novel depicts the metamorphosis of its main character.
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e Synonyms: Transformation; Change
e Antonyms: Stagnation; Stability

Metaphysics: A branch of philosophy that investigates the ultimate nature

of reality.
e Usage:

1. The professor specialized in metaphysics, exploring questions of
existence and reality.

2. His interest in metaphysics led him to study various philosophical
theories.
3. Metaphysics often addresses abstract concepts that are beyond
empirical observation.
e Synonyms: Ontology; Philosophy
e Antonyms: Empiricism; Practicality

Meteorological: Concerned with the weather.

e Usage:
1. The meteorological data indicated a storm was approaching.
2. She studied meteorological patterns to predict climate changes.

3. The meteorological report provided information on temperature

and precipitation.
e Synonyms: Weather-related; Climatic

e Antonyms: Non-weather-related; Irrelevant

Meticulous: Very careful; picky; fastidious.
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e Usage:
1. Her meticulous attention to detail ensured that the project was

flawless.
2. He was known for his meticulous approach to organizing his
workspace.
3. The artist’s meticulous brushstrokes created a stunning
masterpiece.
e Synonyms: Precise; Careful
e Antonyms: Careless; Sloppy

Mettle: Courage; endurance.

e Usage:
1. The soldier’'s mettle was tested in the face of danger.

2. Her mettle in enduring the hardships was commendable.
3. The competition revealed the mettle of all the participants.
e Synonyms: Fortitude; Bravery
e Antonyms: Cowardice; Weakness

Mettlesome: Full of courage and fortitude.

e Usage:
1. The mettlesome leader inspired his team with his bravery.

2. Her mettlesome attitude helped her overcome many challenges.
3. The mettlesome athlete faced each competition with
determination.
e Synonyms: Brave; Spirited
e Antonyms: Timid; Weak
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Microcosm: A small system having analogies to a larger system.

e Usage:
1. The small town was a microcosm of the larger country’s political

dynamics.
2. The experiment served as a microcosm for studying broader
ecological effects.
3. The novel’s setting acted as a microcosm of societal issues.
e Synonyms: Small-scale system; Miniature version

e Antonyms: Macrocosm; Large-scale system

Militate: To work against.

e Usage:
1. His lack of experience militates against his ability to lead
effectively.
2. The economic downturn militated against the company's growth.
3. The evidence presented militates strongly against the proposed
theory.
e Synonyms: Hinder; Oppose
e Antonyms: Support; Favor

Minatory: Threatening; menacing.

e Usage:
1. The minatory message left the residents feeling uneasy.

2. His minatory tone suggested that he was not to be trifled with.

To enroll in our courses and mock tests: https://www.mbakaro.in/learn



https://www.mbakaro.in/learn

138

3. The minatory presence of the storm loomed over the town.
e Synonyms: Threatening; Menacing
e Antonyms: Non-threatening; Harmless

Minuscule: Very small.

e Usage:
1. The writing on the document was so minuscule that it was
difficult to read.
2. The minuscule details of the design were impressive in their
precision.
3. The minuscule size of the insect made it nearly invisible.
e Synonyms: Tiny; Small
e Antonyms: Large; Huge

Minutiae: Petty details.

e Usage:
1. The project was delayed due to attention to minutiae rather than
the main objectives.
2. She focused on the minutiae of the report to ensure accuracy.
3. The minutiae of the case were meticulously reviewed in court.
e Synonyms: Details; Specifics
e Antonyms: Generalities; Main points

Misanthrope: One who hates humanity; one who dislikes others.
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e Usage:

1. The character in the novel was a misanthrope who avoided social
interactions.

2. His misanthrope tendencies made it difficult for him to form
relationships.
3. The misanthrope's disdain for society was evident in his writings.
e Synonyms: Recluse; Cynic
e Antonyms: Philanthropist; Humanitarian

Miscellany: Mixture of writings on various subjects.

e Usage:
1. The book was a miscellany of essays on diverse topics.
2. Her collection included a miscellany of old letters, photographs,

and documents.

3. The museum's exhibit was a miscellany of artifacts from different
cultures.

e Synonyms: Assortment; Collection
e Antonyms: Uniformity; Homogeneity

Miscreant: Villain; criminal.

e Usage:

1. The police were searching for the miscreant who committed the
robbery.

2. The novel's antagonist was a notorious miscreant.

3. His actions were those of a miscreant, causing harm to others.
e Synonyms: Villain; Offender
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e Antonyms: Law-abiding citizen; Hero

Misogynist: One who hates women.

e Usage:
1. The speaker’s misogynist views were widely criticized.
2. She accused him of being a misogynist based on his comments
about women.
3. The book explored the effects of misogynist attitudes in society.
e Synonyms: Woman-hater; Sexist
e Antonyms: Feminist; Supporter of gender equality

Mitigate: Alleviate; to become less severe.

e Usage:
1. The measures were taken to mitigate the effects of the economic

downturn.
2. The medication helped to mitigate the pain.

3. To mitigate the risk of injury, the company implemented new
safety protocols.

e Synonyms: Alleviate; Reduce
e Antonyms: Intensify; Aggravate

Mnemonic: Related to memory; assisting memory.

e Usage:

1. She used a mnemonic device to remember the complex formula.
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2. The mnemonic helped the students recall the historical dates.
3. Mnemonic techniques can be very effective in studying.

e Synonyms: Memory aid; Remembering

e Antonyms: Forgetful; Unassisted

Modicum: Limited quantity.

e Usage:
1. He had only a modicum of the information needed for the report.

2. The recipe called for a modicum of salt to enhance the flavor.
3. They offered a modicum of help but nothing substantial.

e Synonyms: Small amount; Bit

e Antonyms: Abundance; Excess

Mollify: To soothe.

e Usage:
1. The manager tried to mollify the upset customer with a discount.

2. Her kind words helped to mollify the tense situation.

3. The medication was used to mollify the patient’s anxiety.
e Synonyms: Soothe; Calm
e Antonyms: Agitate; Irritate

Monolithic: Solid and uniform; constituting a single, unified whole.

e Usage:
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1. The monolithic structure stood out due to its uniform
appearance.
2. The company was criticized for its monolithic approach to
management.
3. The monolithic statue was carved from a single block of stone.
e Synonyms: Unified; Solid
e Antonyms: Fragmented; Diverse

Morose: Ill-humored; sullen.

e Usage:
1. He was in a morose mood after hearing the disappointing news.

2. The morose atmosphere of the room reflected his somber
thoughts.
3. Her morose demeanor made it clear that she was upset.
e Synonyms: Sullen; Gloomy
e Antonyms: Cheerful; Light-hearted

Motley: Many-colored; made up of many parts.

e Usage:
1. The motley quilt was a vibrant patchwork of various colors and

patterns.

2. The motley group of travelers came from different countries and
backgrounds.

3. The festival featured a motley array of performances and
activities.

e Synonyms: Diverse; Varied
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e Antonyms: Uniform; Homogeneous

Multifarious: Diverse.

e Usage:
1. The conference covered a multifarious range of topics from

technology to art.
2. Her interests were multifarious, spanning humerous hobbies and
activities.
3. The multifarious nature of the project required input from
various experts.
e Synonyms: Varied; Diverse
e Antonyms: Uniform; Similar

Mundane: Worldly as opposed to spiritual; concerned with the ordinary.

e Usage:
1. He was more interested in mundane matters like bills and

chores.
2. The novel’s mundane setting was contrasted with the fantastical
elements of the story.
3. Her job involved mundane tasks that were crucial to the daily
operation of the office.
e Synonyms: Ordinary; Banal
e Antonyms: Extraordinary; Spiritual
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Necromancy: Black magic.

e Usage:
1. The story revolved around the dark practices of necromancy.

2. He was accused of practicing nhecromancy and communicating
with the dead.
3. The book explored ancient necromancy rituals in detail.
e Synonyms: Sorcery; Dark magic
e Antonyms: Healing; Light magic

Negate: To cancel out; nullify.

e Usage:
1. The new evidence served to negate the previous claims.
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2. His apology did little to negate the harm caused by his actions.

3. The contract was negated due to a breach of terms.
e Synonyms: Nullify; Cancel
e Antonyms: Confirm; Affirm

Neologism: New word or expression.

e Usage:
1. The tech industry is known for its frequent use of neologisms.

2. The author introduced several neologisms in her latest book.
3. Understanding neologisms can be crucial for staying current in

language trends.
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e Synonyms: New term; Coinage
e Antonyms: Obsolete term; Archaic expression

Neophyte: Novice; beginner.

e Usage:
1. As a neophyte in the field, he had much to learn.
2. The workshop was designed for neophytes to get acquainted
with the basics.
3. Despite being a neophyte, she showed a lot of potential.
e Synonyms: Novice; Beginner
e Antonyms: Expert; Veteran

Nexus: A means of connection; a center.

e Usage:
1. The conference served as a nexus for professionals in the
industry.
2. The city was a nexus of cultural and economic activity.
3. The book explores the nexus between technology and society.
e Synonyms: Connection; Hub
e Antonyms: Disconnection; Periphery

Nonplussed: Bewildered.

e Usage:
1. She was nonplussed by the unexpected turn of events.
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2. His nonplussed reaction indicated that he was completely caught
off guard.
3. The complex question left the students nonplussed.
e Synonyms: Bewildered; Perplexed
e Antonyms: Composed; Unperturbed

Nostalgia: Sentimental longing for a past time.

e Usage:
1. The old photographs filled her with nostalgia for her childhood.

2. He felt a wave of nostalgia as he revisited his hometown.
3. The film evoked nostalgia for a bygone era.

e Synonyms: Sentimentality; Longing

e Antonyms: Present-focused; Indifference

Nostrum: Medicine or remedy of doubtful effectiveness.

e Usage:
1. The nostrum was marketed as a cure-all but lacked scientific

support.
2. Critics dismissed the remedy as a nostrum with no real benefits.
3. He was wary of taking the nostrum advertised on late-night TV.
e Synonyms: Quack remedy; Panacea
e Antonyms: Proven treatment; Effective remedy

Nugatory: Trifling; invalid.
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e Usage:
1. The argument was considered nugatory and not worth

addressing.
2. His claims were deemed nugatory due to lack of evidence.
3. The minor issue was nugatory compared to the overall success
of the project.
e Synonyms: Trivial; Worthless
e Antonyms: Significant; Valid

O

Obdurate: Stubborn.

e Usage:
1. Despite the evidence presented, he remained obdurate in his
beliefs.
2. Her obdurate refusal to change her mind frustrated her
colleagues.
3. The judge's obdurate stance on the case made negotiations
difficult.
e Synonyms: Stubborn; Unyielding
e Antonyms: Flexible; Compliant

Obsequious: Overly submissive.

e Usage:
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1. His obsequious behavior towards his boss was seen as insincere.
2. The obsequious assistant constantly flattered the CEO.
3. She found his obsequious manner irritating and unprofessional.
e Synonyms: Subservient; Fawning
e Antonyms: Assertive; Independent

Obsequy: Funeral ceremony.

e Usage:
1. The obsequy was attended by family and friends of the
deceased.
2. The elaborate obsequy reflected the high regard in which the
deceased was held.
3. The somber obsequy was conducted with great respect and
dignity.
e Synonyms: Funeral rites; Burial
e Antonyms: Celebration; Festivity

Obviate: To make unnecessary; to anticipate and prevent.

e Usage:
1. The new policy was designed to obviate the need for frequent
meetings.
2. His early intervention obviated the need for a more drastic
solution.
3. The design improvements obviated many of the initial concerns.
e Synonyms: Eliminate; Prevent
e Antonyms: Necessitate; Require
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Occlude: To shut; block.

e Usage:
1. The road was occluded by a fallen tree, causing a major detour.

2. The artery was occluded, leading to a serious medical condition.
3. The fog occluded the view, making driving hazardous.

e Synonyms: Block; Close

e Antonyms: Open; Unblock

Occult: Relating to practices connected with supernatural phenomena.

e Usage:
1. The novel explored various occult practices and rituals.

2. He was fascinated by the occult and its mysterious traditions.
3. The book delves into occult beliefs and their historical origins.
e Synonyms: Supernatural; Esoteric
e Antonyms: Mundane; Ordinary

Odyssey: A long, adventurous voyage; a quest.

e Usage:
1. Her career was an odyssey of exploration and discovery.

2. The odyssey of space exploration has fascinated humanity for

decades.
3. The novel recounts the hero's odyssey through uncharted

territories.

e Synonyms: Journey; Quest
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e Antonyms: Short trip; Routine

Officious: Too helpful;, meddlesome.

e Usage:
1. His officious attitude was unwelcome among his coworkers.

2. The officious clerk's excessive involvement caused frustration for
the customers.
3. She was annoyed by his officious attempts to correct her work.
e Synonyms: Meddlesome; Intrusive
e Antonyms: Uninvolved; Discreet

Olfactory: Concerning the sense of smell.

e Usage:
1. The olfactory nerves are crucial for detecting different scents.

2. The olfactory system can be affected by various medical
conditions.
3. The olfactory quality of the perfume was subtle and enchanting.
e Synonyms: Aromatic; Smell-related
e Antonyms: Visual; Auditory

Oligarchy: Form of government in which power belongs to only a few

leaders.

e Usage:
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1. The country was ruled by an oligarchy, with decisions made by a
small elite group.

2. The oligarchy maintained control over the resources and political
power.
3. Critics argued that the oligarchy stifled democratic processes.
e Synonyms: Aristocracy; Plutocracy
e Antonyms: Democracy; Republic

Onerous: Burdensome.

e Usage:
1. The project was an onerous task that required extensive

resources.

2. The onerous duties of the job made it less appealing to many
applicants.

3. He found the new regulations to be particularly onerous and
restrictive.
e Synonyms: Burdensome; Heavy
e Antonyms: Light; Easy

Onomatopeia: Formation or use of words that imitate sounds of the actions
they refer to.

e Usage:
1. Words like "buzz" and "clang" are examples of onomatopeia.
2. The poet used onomatopeia to create vivid auditory imagery.
3. Onomatopeia enriches the text by mimicking real sounds.

e Synonyms: Sound imitation; Echoism
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e Antonyms: Abstract language; Silence

Opprobrium: Public disgrace; contempt.

e Usage:
1. The politician faced opprobrium after the scandal was revealed.
2. His actions brought opprobrium upon his family.
3. The public opprobrium was evident in the protests and criticisms.
e Synonyms: Disgrace; Shame
e Antonyms: Praise; Honor

Ornithologist: Scientist who studies birds.

e Usage:
1. The ornithologist conducted research on migratory patterns.
2. The ornithologist’s findings contributed significantly to avian
studies.
3. She aspired to become an ornithologist and study rare bird
species.
e Synonyms: Bird scientist; Avian researcher

e Antonyms: Layperson; Non-expert

Oscillate: To move back and forth.

e Usage:

1. The pendulum oscillated steadily, marking the passage of time.

To enroll in our courses and mock tests: https://www.mbakaro.in/learn



https://www.mbakaro.in/learn

153

2. The temperature in the room seemed to oscillate throughout the
day.
3. The fan’s blades oscillated to provide a cool breeze.
e Synonyms: Sway; Fluctuate
e Antonyms: Remain steady; Stabilize

Ostentatious: Showy; pretentious.

e Usage:
1. The mansion’s ostentatious decor was meant to impress guests.
2. Her ostentatious display of wealth was off-putting to some.
3. The designher’s ostentatious style was evident in the extravagant
outfits.
e Synonyms: Showy; Pretentious
e Antonyms: Modest; Understated

Overweening: Presumptuous; arrogant.

e Usage:
1. His overweening attitude made him difficult to work with.
2. The overweening confidence led him to underestimate his
opponents.
3. She was criticized for her overweening ambition and disregard
for others.
e Synonyms: Arrogant; Conceited
e Antonyms: Humble; Modest
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P

Paean: Song of joy or triumph; a fervent expression of joy.

e Usage:
1. The victory celebration included a paean to the team's success.

2. His speech was a paean to freedom and democracy.
3. The artist composed a paean to honor the memory of his friend.

e Synonyms: Hymn; Tribute
e Antonyms: Criticism; Condemnation

Paleontology: Study of past geological eras through fossil remains.

e Usage:
1. Paleontology helps us understand the evolution of life on Earth.

2. She pursued a career in paleontology to study dinosaur fossils.
3. The museum's exhibit on paleontology attracted visitors from
around the world.
e Synonyms: Archaeology; Fossilology
e Antonyms: Futurism; Prophecy

Pallid: Lacking color or liveliness.

e Usage:
1. His pallid complexion revealed his illness.
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2. The movie's pallid plot failed to excite the audience.
3. The pallid sky indicated the onset of winter.

e Synonyms: Pale; Wan

e Antonyms: Rosy; Vibrant

Panegyric: Elaborate praise; formal hymn of praise.

e Usage:
1. The professor delivered a panegyric in honor of his retiring

colleague.
2. The book is a panegyric on the life and achievements of the
famous leader.
3. At the award ceremony, the speaker gave a heartfelt panegyric
to the winner.
e Synonyms: Tribute; Eulogy
e Antonyms: Criticism; Denunciation

Paragon: Model of perfection or excellence.

e Usage:
1. She is considered a paragon of virtue by her peers.

2. The athlete was a paragon of strength and endurance.
3. His work as a scientist made him a paragon in his field.
e Synonyms: Ideal; Exemplar
e Antonyms: Imperfection; Flaw

Partisan: One-sided; committed to a party, group, or cause.

e Usage:
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1. The debate was marred by partisan bias.
2. He remained a partisan of the political movement despite its
flaws.
3. The newspaper was accused of taking a partisan stance on the
issue.
e Synonyms: Biased; Sectarian
e Antonyms: Neutral; Impartial

Pathological: Departing from normal condition.

e Usage:

1. His pathological behavior concerned his family.

2. She had a pathological fear of heights.

3. The patient showed signs of a pathological disorder.
e Synonyms: Abnormal; Unnatural
e Antonyms: Healthy; Normal

Patois: Jargon; a regional dialect.

e Usage:
1. The locals spoke a patois that was difficult for outsiders to
understand.
2. Her poetry incorporated elements of the regional patois.
3. The book was written in a colorful patois, reflecting the culture of
the region.
e Synonyms: Dialect; Vernacular
e Antonyms: Standard language; Formal speech
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Paucity: Scarcity.

e Usage:
1. The paucity of resources made survival difficult.

2. There was a paucity of evidence to support the claim.

3. The paucity of skilled workers affected the company’s growth.
e Synonyms: Scarcity; Shortage
e Antonyms: Abundance; Surplus

Pedantic: Showing off learning.

e Usage:
1. His pedantic style of teaching bored the students.

2. She was accused of being pedantic when correcting everyone's
grammar.
3. The professor’s pedantic explanations made the lecture difficult
to follow.
e Synonyms: Bookish; Academic
e Antonyms: Informal; Casual

Pellucid: Transparent; easily understood.

e Usage:
1. The lake’s pellucid waters allowed us to see the fish below.

2. Her pellucid explanation clarified the complex theory.
3. The pellucid sky stretched for miles without a cloud in sight.

e Synonyms: Clear; Lucid
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e Antonyms: Opaque; Cloudy

Penchant: Inclination.

e Usage:
1. She had a penchant for collecting vintage jewelry.

2. His penchant for adventure led him to travel the world.

3. The artist’s penchant for abstract design was evident in his work.
e Synonyms: Fondness; Affinity
e Antonyms: Dislike; Aversion

Penury: Extreme poverty.

e Usage:
1. The family lived in penury after losing their home.

2. Despite his wealth, he feared falling into penury.

3. The novel depicts the hero’s rise from penury to prosperity.
e Synonyms: Destitution; Impoverishment
e Antonyms: Wealth; Prosperity

Peregrination: Wandering from place to place.

e Usage:
1. After years of peregrination, he finally settled in one town.

2. Their long peregrination through the countryside was full of

adventure.
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3. His peregrination across Europe gave him a unique perspective
on different cultures.
e Synonyms: Journey; Roaming
e Antonyms: Stationary; Immobility

Peremptory: Imperative; leaving no choice.

e Usage:
1. The manager issued a peremptory order to finish the project by

the deadline.
2. His peremptory tone left no room for negotiation.
3. The judge's peremptory decision silenced the courtroom.
e Synonyms: Authoritative; Dictatorial
e Antonyms: Lenient; Optional

Perennial: Present throughout the years; persistent.

e Usage:
1. The perennial struggle for equality continues.

2. Her perennial optimism inspired everyone around her.
3. The perennial plants bloomed beautifully every spring.
e Synonyms: Enduring; Perpetual
e Antonyms: Temporary; Fleeting

Perfidious: Faithless; disloyal; untrustworthy.

e Usage:
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1. His perfidious betrayal shocked all his friends.
2. The spy was perfidious, leaking state secrets to the enemy.
3. They regretted trusting such a perfidious ally.

e Synonyms: Treacherous; Deceitful

e Antonyms: Loyal; Faithful

Perfunctory: Superficial; performed merely as a duty.

e Usage:
1. His perfunctory handshake showed his lack of interest.

2. The employee completed the task in a perfunctory manner.
3. She gave a perfunctory nod before walking away.

e Synonyms: Mechanical; Indifferent

e Antonyms: Thorough; Enthusiastic

Perigee: Point in an orbit that is closest to the earth.

e Usage:
1. The satellite reached its perigee and was closest to Earth.

2. The moon's perigee made it appear larger than usual.
3. At perigee, the spacecraft was at its maximum speed.
e Synonyms: Closest point; Low point
e Antonyms: Apogee; Farthest point

Permeable: Penetrable.

e Usage:
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1. The fabric was permeable to air, allowing the skin to breathe.

2. The permeable soil easily absorbed the rainwater.

3. The barrier proved to be more permeable than expected.
e Synonyms: Porous; Absorbent

e Antonyms: Impermeable; Sealed

Perturb: To disturb greatly; make uneasy or anxious.

e Usage:
1.
alley.

2.

3.

Her sudden disappearance perturbed her friends.

e Synonyms: Disturb; Unsettle

e Antonyms: Calm; Soothe

Pervasive: Spread throughout every part.

e Usage:
1. The pervasive smell of coffee filled the entire office.
2. Fear was pervasive in the war-torn country.

3. The influence of the internet is pervasive in modern life.
e Synonyms: Ubiquitous; Widespread

e Antonyms: Limited; Rare

Petulant: Rude; peevish.

The strange noise perturbed him as he walked down the dark
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The increasing violence in the region perturbed the entire nation.
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e Usage:
1. The child’s petulant behavior embarrassed his parents.

2. She became petulant when her requests were denied.
3. His petulant complaints annoyed everyone in the room.
e Synonyms: Irritable; Peevish
e Antonyms: Pleasant; Agreeable

Phlegmatic: Unemotional; calm in temperament.

e Usage:
1. His phlegmatic reaction to the crisis surprised everyone.

2. Even under pressure, she remained phlegmatic.

3. The phlegmatic detective calmly solved the mystery.
e Synonyms: Composed; Stoic
e Antonyms: Emotional; Excitable

Phoenix: Anything that is restored after suffering great destruction.

e Usage:
1. The city rose like a phoenix from the ashes after the earthquake.

2. His career, once thought over, returned like a phoenix.

3. The phoenix symbolizes rebirth and renewal in many cultures.
e Synonyms: Revival; Resurrection
e Antonyms: Demise; Destruction

Physiognomy: Facial features.
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e Usage:
1. His stern physiognomy gave him an air of authority.

2. The artist captured her delicate physiognomy in the portrait.

3. Physiognomy can sometimes reveal a person’s character.
e Synonyms: Appearance; Countenance
e Antonyms: Abstract; Inwardness

Piety: Devoutness.

e Usage:
1. His acts of charity reflected his deep piety.

2. The monks lived a life of piety and simplicity.
3. Piety was central to her religious practice.
e Synonyms: Devotion; Reverence

e Antonyms: Impiety; Disrespect

Piquant: Pleasantly pungent; attractive.

e Usage:
1. The piquant sauce added a delightful kick to the meal.

2. She had a piquant sense of humor that charmed everyone.
3. The novel's piquant plot kept readers engaged.

e Synonyms: Spicy; Zesty

e Antonyms: Bland; Dull

Pique: Fleeting feeling of hurt pride.
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e Usage:

1. He left in a fit of pique after being passed over for promotion.
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2. Her pique was evident when she was excluded from the meeting.

3. He acted out of pique rather than reason.
e Synonyms: Resentment; Irritation
e Antonyms: Contentment; Gratification

Placate
e Meaning: Soothe; pacify.
e Usage:
1. He tried to placate the angry customer with a discount.

2. The mother placated her crying child with a toy.

3. Diplomats worked to placate both sides and prevent war.

e Synonyms: Calm; Appease
e Antonyms: Agitate; Provoke

Placid: Calm.

e Usage:
1. The placid lake mirrored the sky above.

2. His placid demeanor reassured the anxious team.

3. Even under stress, she remained placid and composed.
e Synonyms: Tranquil; Serene
e Antonyms: Turbulent; Agitated

Plaintive: Melancholy; mournful.

e Usage:
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1. The plaintive melody of the violin echoed through the room.
2. Her plaintive expression revealed her deep sorrow.
3. He let out a plaintive sigh after hearing the bad news.

e Synonyms: Sad; Lamenting

e Antonyms: Cheerful; Joyful

Plasticity: Pliability; condition of being able to be shaped or formed.

e Usage:
1. The plasticity of the material made it perfect for molding.
2. Children's brains have a high degree of plasticity, making them
quick learners.
3. The plasticity of the clay allowed the artist to create intricate
designs.
e Synonyms: Flexibility; Malleability
e Antonyms: Rigidity; Stiffness

Platitude: Stale; overused expression.

e Usage:
1. His speech was filled with tired platitudes instead of fresh ideas.
2. She found his advice to be nothing more than a meaningless
platitude.
3. Politicians often rely on platitudes to avoid addressing real
issues.
e Synonyms: Cliché; Banality
e Antonyms: Originality; Novelty
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Platonic: Spiritual; theoretical.

e Usage:
1. Their relationship was purely platonic, based on mutual respect.

2. They shared a platonic love for philosophy and intellectual
discussions.
3. He admired her in a platonic way, without any romantic interest.
e Synonyms: Non-romantic; Ideal
e Antonyms: Romantic; Sensual

Plethora: Excess; overabundance.

e Usage:
1. There was a plethora of desserts at the party.

2. She faced a plethora of problems after starting the new job.
3. A plethora of information was available online, making research
easier.
e Synonyms: Surplus; Abundance
e Antonyms: Scarcity; Lack

Plumb: To examine deeply; determine the depth.

e Usage:
1. He plumbed the depths of the ocean to find the lost ship.

2. The professor plumbed the mysteries of quantum mechanics.
3. She wanted to plumb the truth behind his mysterious

disappearance.
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e Synonyms: Probe; Investigate

e Antonyms: Overlook; Ignore

Plummet: To fall; plunge.

e Usage:

1.
2.

3.

The stock prices plummeted after the announcement.
Temperatures plummeted overnight, bringing snow to the
region.

His mood plummeted after receiving the bad news.

e Synonyms: Drop; Descend

e Antonyms: Rise; Ascend

Plutocracy: Society ruled by the wealthy.

e Usage:
1. The country was a plutocracy, with all power concentrated in the
hands of the rich.
2. Critics argue that the modern political system is veering towards
a plutocracy.
3. A plutocracy often disregards the needs of the poor.

e Synonyms: Oligarchy; Elite rule

e Antonyms: Democracy; Egalitarianism

Porous: Full of holes; permeable to liquids.

e Usage:
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1. The porous rock allowed water to seep through easily.
2. Their porous defense led to many goals being scored against
them.
3. The material was too porous to hold the liquid properly.
e Synonyms: Permeable; Absorbent
e Antonyms: Impervious; Solid

Poseur: A person who affects an attitude to impress others.

e Usage:
1. He was nothing but a poseur, pretending to care about art.
2. The critics labeled her a poseur for her superficial understanding
of literature.
3. His poseur act fooled no one at the gallery opening.
e Synonyms: Pretender; Faker
e Antonyms: Authentic; Genuine

Pragmatic: Practical.

e Usage:
1. The CEO took a pragmatic approach to solving the company’s
financial problems.
2. She was known for her pragmatic attitude towards life.
3. His pragmatic decision-making earned him the respect of his
peers.
e Synonyms: Realistic; Practical
e Antonyms: Idealistic; Theoretical
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Prate: To talk idly; chatter.

e Usage:
1. He would prate for hours about trivial matters.

2. The students continued to prate during the entire lecture.
3. She had no patience for his endless prate about unimportant
things.
e Synonyms: Babble; Chatter
e Antonyms: Be silent; Refrain

Prattle: Meaningless, foolish talk.

e Usage:
1. The children's prattle filled the room with laughter.

2. She listened to his prattle but didn't take it seriously.

3. His constant prattle was a source of amusement to his friends.
e Synonyms: Blabber; Babble
e Antonyms: Wisdom; Silence

Preamble: Preliminary statement.

e Usage:
1. The Constitution begins with a powerful preamble.

2. The lawyer’s preamble set the tone for the rest of his argument.
3. The author included a preamble to explain the background of the
story.

e Synonyms: Introduction; Preface

To enroll in our courses and mock tests: https://www.mbakaro.in/learn



https://www.mbakaro.in/learn

170

e Antonyms: Conclusion; Finale

Precarious: Uncertain.

e Usage:
1. Their financial situation became precarious after he lost his job.
2. The climber found himself in a precarious position on the cliff.
3. She felt precarious walking across the narrow bridge.

e Synonyms: Insecure; Risky

e Antonyms: Safe; Stable

Precept: Principle; law.

e Usage:
1. The precepts of the religion guided his actions.
2. The company’s precepts emphasize integrity and fairness.
3. She followed the precepts of her mentor to succeed in her
career.

e Synonyms: Rule; Doctrine
e Antonyms: Ambiguity; Disorder

Precipitate: Rash; hasty; sudden; done without deliberation.

e Usage:
1. His precipitate decision to quit the job shocked everyone.
2. The company's downfall was caused by a precipitate merger.

3. Her anger led to a precipitate response that she later regretted.
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e Synonyms: Impulsive; Reckless
e Antonyms: Deliberate; Cautious

Precipitate (v.): To cause to happen; throw down from a height.

e Usage:
1. The conflict precipitated a series of events leading to war.
2. Heavy rains precipitated landslides in the region.
3. His actions precipitated the crisis.

e Synonyms: Trigger; Instigate

e Antonyms: Hinder; Prevent

Precursor: Forerunner; predecessor.

e Usage:
1. The typewriter was a precursor to modern computers.

2. The invention of the steam engine was a precursor to industrial
advancements.

3. Her role as a precursor to the movement was widely
acknowledged.

e Synonyms: Harbinger; Antecedent
e Antonyms: Successor; Descendant

Preempt: To supersede; appropriate for oneself.

e Usage:

1. The government preempted the private land for a public project.
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2. She preempted his chance to speak by making the
announcement first.
3. New regulations preempted the older policies.
e Synonyms: Take over; Seize
e Antonyms: Release; Relinquish

Prehensile: Capable of grasping.

e Usage:

1. The monkey's prehensile tail helped it swing from tree to tree.
2. Certain animals have prehensile appendages that help them
catch prey.
3. His prehensile fingers skillfully handled the delicate tools.
e Synonyms: Grasping; Holding
e Antonyms: Non-grasping; Slippery

Premonition: Forewarning; presentiment.

e Usage:
1. She had a premonition of danger just before the accident.
2. His premonition about the meeting proved accurate.
3. A sense of premonition haunted her throughout the day.
e Synonyms: Foreboding; Intuition

e Antonyms: Surprise; Unawareness

Presage: To foretell; indicate in advance.
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e Usage:
1. Dark clouds presaged the approaching storm.

2. The sudden drop in temperature presaged the onset of winter.
3. His actions presaged a change in the company's strategy.

e Synonyms: Predict; Herald

e Antonyms: Unpredict; Mislead

Presumptuous: Rude; improperly bold.

e Usage:
1. It was presumptuous of him to assume he would get the job.

2. She found his presumptuous behavior insulting.
3. Asking personal questions in the first meeting was
presumptuous.
e Synonyms: Overconfident; Arrogant
e Antonyms: Humble; Modest

Preternatural: Supernatural; beyond the normal use of nature.

e Usage:
1. His preternatural ability to predict events amazed everyone.

2. The eerie silence of the forest had a preternatural quality.
3. The detective had a preternatural knack for solving difficult
cases.
e Synonyms: Extraordinary; Unnatural
e Antonyms: Natural; Normal
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Prevaricate: To quibble; evade the truth.

e Usage:
1. When asked directly, he began to prevaricate instead of

answering the question.
2. She accused him of prevaricating during the interview.
3. His tendency to prevaricate made him difficult to trust.
e Synonyms: Mislead; Lie
e Antonyms: Confess; Be honest

Primordial: Original; existing from the beginning.

e Usage:
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1. The discovery of primordial fossils shed light on early life forms.

2. Their beliefs were rooted in primordial traditions.

3. The primordial soup theory explains how life on Earth began.

e Synonyms: Ancient; Primitive
e Antonyms: Modern; Recent

Pristine: Untouched; uncorrupted.

e Usage:
1. The pristine beaches of the island attracted many tourists.

2. The documents were found in pristine condition despite their
age.
3. She wanted to keep her new car in pristine shape.
e Synonyms: Pure; Unspoiled
e Antonyms: Corrupted; Dirty
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Probity: Honesty; high-mindedness.

e Usage:
1. The politician was known for his probity and integrity.

2. In business dealings, probity is essential for building trust.
3. His probity made him a role model in the community.

e Synonyms: Integrity; Virtue

e Antonyms: Dishonesty; Corruption

Problematic: Posing a problem; doubtful.

e Usage:
1. The problematic situation required immediate attention.

2. His approach to the project was problematic, causing delays.
3. The plan seemed promising at first, but later became
problematic.
e Synonyms: Troubling; Concerning
e Antonyms: Simple; Easy

Prodigal: Wasteful; extravagant; lavish.

e Usage:
1. The prodigal son returned home after squandering his

inheritance.

2. Her prodigal spending habits left her in debt.
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3. The company’s prodigal use of resources led to financial trouble.

e Synonyms: Reckless; Profligate
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e Antonyms: Frugal; Thrifty

Profound: Deep, not superficial.

e Usage:
1. The professor's lecture had a profound impact on the students.

2. He made a profound observation about the nature of human
existence.
3. Her book offers profound insights into the human condition.
e Synonyms: Deep; Insightful
e Antonyms: Shallow; Superficial

Prohibitive: So high as to prevent the purchase or use of; forbidding.

e Usage:
1. The prohibitive cost of the car discouraged potential buyers.

2. His prohibitive attitude made collaboration difficult.

3. The steep prices in the city are prohibitive for many residents.
e Synonyms: Excessive; Restrictive
e Antonyms: Affordable; Permissive

Proliferate: To increase rapidly.

e Usage:
1. Cell phones have proliferated in recent years, becoming common

everywhere.

2. Misinformation can proliferate quickly on social media.
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3. The demand for electric cars is expected to proliferate in the

coming decade.

e Synonyms: Multiply; Spread
e Antonyms: Decrease; Dwindle

Propensity: Inclination, tendency.

e Usage:
1. She has a propensity for being late to meetings.

2. His propensity to exaggerate made his stories hard to believe.

3. There is a strong propensity for people to follow social trends.

e Synonyms: Predisposition; Inclination
e Antonyms: Disinclination; Aversion

Propitiate: To win over; appease.

e Usage:
1. The ancient tribe offered sacrifices to propitiate their gods.

2. He tried to propitiate his angry boss by finishing the project
early.
3. The diplomat's efforts to propitiate the warring factions were
successful.
e Synonyms: Pacify; Conciliate
e Antonyms: Aggravate; Provoke

Propriety: Correct conduct; fitness.
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e Usage:
1. Her behavior at the formal event was a model of propriety.

2. The committee questioned the propriety of his comments during
the meeting.
3. She valued propriety in both her personal and professional life.
e Synonyms: Decorum; Etiquette
e Antonyms: Impropriety; Misconduct

Proscribe: To condemn; forbid; outlaw.

e Usage:
1. The government proscribed certain dangerous activities in the

region.
2. Smoking is proscribed in most public spaces.
3. Certain religious practices were proscribed by law during the
regime.
e Synonyms: Prohibit; Ban
e Antonyms: Allow; Permit

Provident: Providing for future need; frugal.

e Usage:
1. His provident nature helped him save for retirement early.

2. They made provident investments to secure their family's future.
3. Being provident with resources is essential for long-term
success.
e Synonyms: Prudent; Cautious
e Antonyms: Wasteful; Imprudent
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Puissant: Powerful.

e Usage:
1. The puissant ruler expanded his kingdom through conquest.
2. Her puissant speech inspired many to join the movement.

3. The general was known for his puissant leadership on the
battlefield.

e Synonyms: Strong; Mighty
e Antonyms: Weak; Powerless

Punctilious: Careful in observing rules of behavior.

e Usage:

1. The punctilious lawyer never missed a detail in his arguments.

2. He was punctilious in his attention to proper table manners.

3. Her punctilious nature made her an excellent project manager.

e Synonyms: Meticulous; Scrupulous
e Antonyms: Careless; Negligent

Pungent: Penetrating; caustic; to the point.

e Usage:
1. The pungent smell of garlic filled the kitchen.
2. His pungent critique left no room for debate.
3. The cheese had a strong, pungent flavor.

e Synonyms: Sharp; Acrid

e Antonyms: Mild; Bland
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Purport: To profess; suppose; claim.

e Usage:
1. The document purports to be an authentic historical artifact.

2. She purports to know the truth, but her story seems unlikely.
3. The website purports to offer reliable information, but it's filled
with errors.
e Synonyms: Claim; Profess
e Antonyms: Deny; Refute

Pusillanimous: Cowardly.

e Usage:
1. His pusillanimous behavior in the face of danger was
disappointing.
2. The pusillanimous leader refused to stand up for his people.
3. The soldiers were anything but pusillanimous, showing great
bravery.
e Synonyms: Timid; Faint-hearted
e Antonyms: Brave; Courageous

Q

Quagmire: Marsh; difficult situation.
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e Usage:
1. The hikers found themselves stuck in a quagmire of thick mud.
2. The political quagmire made it difficult to pass meaningful
legislation.
3. The company was in a financial quagmire due to poor
management decisions.
e Synonyms: Swamp; Predicament
e Antonyms: Solution; Easy situation

Quail: To cower; lose heart.

e Usage:
1. She quailed at the thought of speaking in front of a large
audience.
2. The soldiers quailed before the overwhelming enemy forces.
3. He quailed under the intense pressure of the deadline.
e Synonyms: Recoil; Flinch
e Antonyms: Brave; Face

Qualified: Limited; restricted.

e Usage:
1. The job offer came with a qualified acceptance, pending further
negotiations.
2. His support was qualified by concerns about the plan's feasibility.
3. The candidate’s qualifications were limited by his lack of
experience.

e Synonyms: Conditional; Restricted
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e Antonyms: Unqualified; Absolute

Qualm: Sudden feeling of faintness or nausea.

e Usage:
1. He felt a sudden qualm as the roller coaster started its descent.

2. The sight of blood gave her a queasy qualm.

3. She had a qualm about the ethics of the experiment.
e Synonyms: Nausea; Misgiving
e Antonyms: Comfort; Assurance

Query: Question.

e Usage:
1. She submitted a query about the product’s return policy.

2. The detective had several queries about the suspect's alibi.
3. The academic paper included a query regarding the study's
methodology.

e Synonyms: Inquiry; Question
e Antonyms: Answer; Response

Quibble: To argue over insignificant and irrelevant details.

e Usage:
1. They spent hours quibbling over minor details of the contract.

2. Instead of addressing the main issue, they quibbled about trivial

matters.

To enroll in our courses and mock tests: https://www.mbakaro.in/learn



https://www.mbakaro.in/learn

183

3. His tendency to quibble made decision-making slow and
inefficient.
e Synonyms: Nitpick; Bicker
e Antonyms: Agree; Compromise

Quiescent: Inactive; still.

e Usage:
1. The volcano was quiescent for decades before it erupted again.

2. The team remained quiescent during the off-season.
3. The quiescent state of the lake was disturbed only by the
occasional fish.
e Synonyms: Dormant; Idle
e Antonyms: Active; Vibrant

Quorum: Number of members necessary to conduct a meeting.

e Usage:
1. A quorum was reached when enough members arrived for the
meeting to begin.
2. Without a quorum, the vote could not be taken.
3. The committee waited for a quorum before starting the
important discussion.
e Synonyms: Majority; Minimum number
e Antonyms: Minority; Incomplete group
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R

Raconteur: Witty, skillful storyteller.

e Usage:
1. The raconteur captivated the audience with his engaging tales.

2. Known as a great raconteur, she had a gift for bringing stories to
life.
3. The party was lively, thanks to the raconteur who shared
amusing anecdotes.
e Synonyms: Storyteller; Narrator
e Antonyms: Silent person; Non-narrator

Rail: To scold with bitter or abusive language.

e Usage:
1. He railed against the policies he believed were unfair.

2. She couldn't help but rail at the repeated mistakes of her
colleagues.
3. The manager railed at the team for missing the deadline.
e Synonyms: Berate; Criticize
e Antonyms: Praise; Compliment

Raiment: Clothing.

e Usage:
1. The royal raiment was elaborate and richly decorated.

2. She chose her raiment carefully for the formal occasion.
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3. The costume shop offered a variety of historical raiment.
e Synonyms: Garments; Attire
e Antonyms: Nakedness; Undress

Ramification: Implication; consequence.

e Usage:
1. The ramifications of the new policy were far-reaching and
complex.
2. They failed to consider the ramifications of their decision.
3. The legal ramification of the contract was explained by the
lawyer.
e Synonyms: Consequence; Effect
e Antonyms: Cause; Origin

Rarefied: Refined.

e Usage:
1. The discussion was in rarefied circles, far removed from

everyday concerns.

2. The scholar’s rarefied knowledge was appreciated by his peers.
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3. The rarefied atmosphere of the high mountain peak was thin and

pure.
e Synonyms: Refined; Elevated
e Antonyms: Common; Unrefined

Rationale: Fundamental reason.
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e Usage:
1. The rationale behind the decision was explained in detail.

2. Understanding the rationale of the policy helps in its acceptance.
3. The committee discussed the rationale for the proposed changes.
e Synonyms: Reasoning; Justification
e Antonyms: Illogicality; Unreason

Rebus: Puzzle in which pictures or symbols represent words.

e Usage:
1. The children enjoyed solving the rebus that depicted a well-

known phrase.
2. The rebus was a fun way to convey the message in the
invitation.
3. The puzzle featured a complex rebus that challenged their
problem-solving skills.
e Synonyms: Picture puzzle; Symbol puzzle
e Antonyms: Direct statement; Clear message

Recalcitrant: Resisting authority or control.

e Usage:
1. The recalcitrant student refused to follow the school rules.

2. The company faced difficulties with a recalcitrant employee.
3. The recalcitrant attitude of the nation complicated the
negotiations.
e Synonyms: Obstinate; Resistant
e Antonyms: Compliant; Cooperative
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Recant: Retract a statement or opinion.

e Usage:
1. He was forced to recant his previous statement due to new

evidence.
2. The witness recanted her testimony after realizing the truth.

3. She chose to recant her opinion in light of the new information.

e Synonyms: Withdraw; Retract
e Antonyms: Confirm; Assert

Recluse: Person who lives in seclusion and often in solitude.

e Usage:
1. The writer became a recluse, rarely leaving his home.

2. She lived as a recluse in a small cottage away from the city.

3. The recluse was known for avoiding social interactions and public
life.

e Synonyms: Hermit; Solitary
e Antonyms: Socialite; Extrovert

Recondite: Abstruse; profound.

e Usage:
1. The professor’s lecture on quantum mechanics was recondite

and difficult to follow.
2. Her research delved into recondite areas of philosophy.
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3. The book was filled with recondite theories that appealed to
specialists.
e Synonyms: Obscure; Complex
e Antonyms: Simple; Clear

Redoubtable: Formidable; arousing fear.

e Usage:
1. The redoubtable general was known for his strategic brilliance
and fearsome reputation.
2. The redoubtable opponent posed a significant challenge in the
debate.
3. Her redoubtable presence commanded respect from everyone in
the room.
e Synonyms: Fearsome; Intimidating
e Antonyms: Unthreatening; Mild

Refractory: Stubborn; resisting ordinary methods of treatment.

e Usage:
1. The patient’s refractory condition required a more aggressive
treatment approach.
2. The refractory material was resistant to high temperatures.
3. His refractory behavior made him difficult to manage in the
classroom.
e Synonyms: Unmanageable; Resistant
e Antonyms: Obedient; Compliant
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Refulgent: Brightly shining; resplendent.

e Usage:
1. The refulgent sunlight filled the room with a warm glow.
2. Her refulgent smile lit up the entire room.
3. The refulgent stars sparkled brightly in the night sky.

e Synonyms: Radiant; Gleaming

e Antonyms: Dull; Dim

Refute: To contradict; disprove.

e Usage:
1. The scientist provided evidence to refute the false claims.
2. He managed to refute the allegations with strong arguments.
3. The study was designed to refute the previous theories about
climate change.
e Synonyms: Disprove; Rebut
e Antonyms: Confirm; Validate

Regale: To entertain.

e Usage:
1. The host regaled his guests with fascinating stories of his
travels.
2. She regaled the children with tales of magical adventures.
3. The banquet was a chance to regale friends with music and
laughter.
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e Synonyms: Entertain; Delight
e Antonyms: Bore; Annoy

Relegate: To consign to an inferior position.

e Usage:
1. He was relegated to a lower position after the restructuring.

2. The team was relegated to the second division after a poor
season.
3. The committee’s decision was to relegate the proposal to a later
date.
e Synonyms: Assign; Downgrade
e Antonyms: Promote; Elevate

Remonstrate: To object or protest.

e Usage:
1. They remonstrated against the unfair treatment they received.

2. The citizens remonstrated with the government over the new
regulations.
3. He remonstrated loudly about the changes in policy.
e Synonyms: Protest; Complain
e Antonyms: Accept; Agree

Renege: To go back on one's word.

e Usage:
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1. He was accused of reneging on the agreement after promising to
follow through.
2. The company decided to renege on the contract due to
unforeseen circumstances.
3. They felt betrayed when he reneged on his promises.
e Synonyms: Backtrack; Default
e Antonyms: Honor; Fulfill

Reparation: Amends; compensation.

e Usage:
1. The company offered reparation for the damages caused by the

defective product.
2. The government made reparations for the historical injustices.
3. He sought reparation for the losses he incurred.
e Synonyms: Compensation; Restitution
e Antonyms: Penalty; Damage

Repine: To fret; complain.

e Usage:
1. She repined about her job situation, feeling unfulfilled and

frustrated.
2. Instead of repining, he chose to take action to improve his
circumstances.
3. They repined over the unfair treatment they received.
e Synonyms: Complain; Grumble
e Antonyms: Rejoice; Appreciate
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Reprise: Repetition, especially of a piece of music.

e Usage:
1. The song’s reprise was met with enthusiasm from the audience.

2. The play included a reprise of the popular musical number.
3. The composer wrote a reprise to conclude the symphony.
e Synonyms: Repetition; Encore
e Antonyms: Original; Novel

Reproach: To find fault with; blame.

e Usage:
1. He reproached her for not attending the meeting.

2. The teacher’s reproach was evident in his stern tone.
3. She felt a sense of reproach after missing the deadline.
e Synonyms: Blame; Criticize
e Antonyms: Praise; Commend

Reprobate: Morally unprincipled person.

e Usage:
1. The novel’s protagonist was depicted as a reprobate with

dubious morals.

2. The reprobate’s actions were considered shocking by the
community.

3. She viewed the behavior of the reprobate with disdain.

e Synonyms: Villain; Degenerate
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e Antonyms: Virtuous person; Saintly

Repudiate: To reject as having no authority.

e Usage:

1. The company repudiated the accusations of misconduct.

2. He repudiated the previous claims as unfounded and false.

3. She chose to repudiate the agreement due to its unfair terms.
e Synonyms: Reject; Disown
e Antonyms: Accept; Endorse

Rescind: To cancel.

e Usage:
1. The contract was rescinded due to a breach of terms.
2. They decided to rescind the invitation after reconsidering their
plans.
3. The government rescinded the previous policy in light of new
evidence.
e Synonyms: Cancel; Annul
e Antonyms: Enforce; Ratify

Resolution: Determination; resolve.

e Usage:

1. Her resolution to improve her health was unwavering.
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2. The resolution of the conflict required a firm commitment from

all parties.
3. He approached his goals with determination and resolution.
e Synonyms: Determination; Resolve
e Antonyms: Hesitation; Uncertainty

Resolve: Determination; firmness of purpose.

e Usage:
1. His resolve to succeed despite the challenges was admirable.

2. The team’s resolve was tested during the difficult project.
3. She showed great resolve in pursuing her long-term goals.
e Synonyms: Determination; Resolve
e Antonyms: Doubt; Uncertainty

Reticent: Not speaking freely; reserved; reluctant.

e Usage:
1. She was reticent about discussing her personal life.

2. His reticent nature made it difficult to gauge his true feelings.
3. The reticent witness avoided giving detailed testimony.

e Synonyms: Reserved; Reluctant

e Antonyms: Outspoken; Expressive

Reverent: Expressing deep respect; worshipful.

e Usage:
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1. The congregation was reverent during the solemn ceremony.
2. He spoke in a reverent tone about the achievements of the great
leader.
3. Her reverent attitude towards tradition was evident in her
practices.
e Synonyms: Respectful; Devout
e Antonyms: Disrespectful; Irreverent

Riposte: Retaliatory action or retort.

e Usage:
1. His clever riposte to the criticism won him admiration.
2. The debate was lively, with each participant offering sharp
ripostes.
3. She delivered a quick riposte to his provocative comment.
e Synonyms: Retort; Reply
e Antonyms: Silence; Acceptance

Rococo: Excessively ornate.

e Usage:
1. The room was decorated in a rococo style, with elaborate
designs and intricate details.
2. The artist’s rococo paintings were characterized by their ornate
and extravagant features.
3. The architecture of the building was heavily rococo, reflecting
opulence and grandeur.

e Synonyms: Ornate; Baroque
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e Antonyms: Simple; Unadorned

Rubric: Protocol; title or heading.

e Usage:
1. The rubric at the top of the document indicated its purpose and
scope.
2. Each section of the report was organized under a clear rubric.
3. The rubric of the new policy outlined its key objectives and
procedures.
e Synonyms: Heading; Guideline
e Antonyms: Ambiguity; Undefined

Rue: Regret.

e Usage:
1. She rued the decision to leave her job without a backup plan.

2. He felt a deep sense of rue as he reflected on missed
opportunities.
3. The letter was filled with rue over past mistakes and lost time.
e Synonyms: Regret; Lament
e Antonyms: Satisfaction; Contentment

Ruse: Trick; crafty stratagem.

e Usage:
1. The magician’s ruse amazed the audience with its cleverness.
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2. He used a ruse to gain access to the restricted area.
3. The ruse was designed to distract the opponent and gain an
advantage.
e Synonyms: Trick; Deception
e Antonyms: Honesty; Transparency

S
Sage: Wise.

e Usage:
1. The sage advice of the elder helped guide the community
through difficult times.
2. She was known as a sage among her peers due to her deep
understanding of life.
3. The sage philosopher wrote extensively on the nature of wisdom.
e Synonyms: Wise; Learned
e Antonyms: Ignorant; Foolish

Salacious: Lascivious; lustful.

e Usage:
1. The book was criticized for its salacious content.
2. His comments were deemed salacious and inappropriate for the
setting.

3. The salacious details of the scandal were widely reported.
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e Synonyms: Lurid; Lecherous
e Antonyms: Pure; Innocent

Salubrious: Healthful.

e Usage:
1. The salubrious climate of the mountain resort was perfect for

recuperation.
2. She chose a diet that was salubrious and beneficial to her overall
well-being.
3. The salubrious effects of regular exercise are well-documented.
e Synonyms: Healthy; Beneficial
e Antonyms: Unhealthy; Harmful

Salutary: Expecting an improvement; favorable to health.

e Usage:
1. The salutary effects of the new policy were evident within weeks.

2. A salutary lesson was learned from the experience.

3. The doctor recommended a salutary diet to improve her health.
e Synonyms: Beneficial; Advantageous
e Antonyms: Detrimental; Harmful

Sanction: To approve, ratify, permit.

e Usage:
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1. The board sanctioned the new initiative after careful
consideration.
2. They were pleased when the proposal was finally sanctioned.
3. The company’s policy was sanctioned by all the stakeholders.
e Synonyms: Approve; Authorize
e Antonyms: Prohibit; Deny

Sardonic: Cynical; scornfully mocking.

e Usage:
1. His sardonic humor often left people feeling uncomfortable.

2. The critic’s sardonic review of the play was harsh and biting.
3. She gave a sardonic smile in response to the pointless
arguments.
e Synonyms: Mocking; Sarcastic
e Antonyms: Sincere; Sympathetic

Sartorial: Pertaining to tailors.

e Usage:
1. His sartorial elegance was evident in his impeccably tailored

suits.
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2. The sartorial details of the costume were elaborate and precise.

3. She had a strong interest in sartorial fashion and design.
e Synonyms: Tailoring; Fashion-related
e Antonyms: Non-tailored; Casual
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Satiate: To satisfy.

e Usage:
1. The meal was enough to satiate their hunger.

2. He felt satiated after the hearty dinner.

3. The book did not satiate her curiosity as she had hoped.
e Synonyms: Satisfy; Fulfill
e Antonyms: Starve; Deprive

Saturate: To imbue throughout; soak thoroughly.

e Usage:
1. The rain had saturated the ground, making it muddy.

2. The sponge was saturated with water.
3. The advertisement campaign was designed to saturate the
market.
e Synonyms: Soak; Permeate
e Antonyms: Dry; Dehydrate

Saturnine: Gloomy.

e Usage:
1. His saturnine demeanor made him a difficult person to be

around.

2. The weather was saturnine and dreary throughout the week.

3. The saturnine atmosphere of the abandoned house was eerie.

e Synonyms: Melancholic; Sullen
e Antonyms: Cheerful; Bright
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Satyr: A creature that is half-man, half-beast, with the horns and legs of a

goat.

e Usage:
1. In Greek mythology, the satyr is known for its wild behavior and

love of revelry.
2. The satyr was often depicted in ancient art as a symbol of excess
and indulgence.
3. The play featured a character who was a satyr, adding a
fantastical element to the story.
e Synonyms: Faun; Pan
e Antonyms: Human; Angelic

Savor: To enjoy; have a distinctive flavor or smell.

e Usage:
1. He savored the taste of the delicious meal.

2. She took a moment to savor the beautiful sunset.

3. The wine had a complex flavor that was meant to be savored.
e Synonyms: Relish; Enjoy
e Antonyms: Disregard; Ignore

Schematic: Relating to or in the form of an outline or diagram.

e Usage:
1. The schematic diagram provided a clear overview of the

system’s components.
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2. He created a schematic to help visualize the project’s layout.
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3. The schematic representation made the complex process easier

to understand.
e Synonyms: Diagrammatic; Outline
e Antonyms: Detailed; Descriptive

Secrete: To produce and release a substance into an organism.

e Usage:
1. The gland secretes hormones that regulate metabolism.

2. Certain cells in the body secrete enzymes to aid in digestion.
3. The plant secretes a sticky substance to attract insects.

e Synonyms: Release; Discharge

e Antonyms: Absorb; Retain

Sedition: Behavior prompting rebellion.

e Usage:
1. The authorities charged him with sedition for inciting unrest.

2. The pamphlets were considered sedition by the government.
3. The speech was deemed seditious and led to his arrest.

e Synonyms: Rebellion; Insurrection

e Antonyms: Loyalty; Compliance

Sedulous: Diligent; assiduous.

e Usage:
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1. Her sedulous efforts led to the successful completion of the
project.
2. The sedulous student worked tirelessly to excel in her studies.
3. The sedulous attention to detail ensured a flawless execution.
e Synonyms: Diligent; Industrious
e Antonyms: Lazy; Negligent

Seismic: Relating to earthquakes.

e Usage:
1. The region is known for its seismic activity.

2. The seismic waves from the earthquake were felt miles away.
3. Scientists study seismic data to predict future earthquakes.

e Synonyms: Earthquake-related; Tectonic

e Antonyms: Non-seismic; Stable

Sensual: Relating to the senses; gratifying the physical (sexual) senses.

e Usage:
1. The film was noted for its sensual imagery and provocative

themes.
2. The sensual pleasure of the luxurious spa was undeniable.
3. Her sensual poetry evoked deep emotional responses.
e Synonyms: Voluptuous; Hedonistic
e Antonyms: Asexual; Dispassionate

Sensuous: Relating to the senses.
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e Usage:
1. The sensuous experience of the perfume was captivating.

2. The sensuous textures of the fabric added to its appeal.
3. The artist’s work was praised for its sensuous use of color and
form.
e Synonyms: Sensory; Perceptual
e Antonyms: Insensitive; Unfeeling

Sentient: Aware; conscious; able to perceive.

e Usage:
1. The sentient beings on the planet were capable of complex

thought.
2. The sentient response to the environment was evident in the
animal’s behavior.
3. As a sentient individual, he was deeply aware of his
surroundings.
e Synonyms: Aware; Conscious
e Antonyms: Insentient; Unaware

Servile: Submissive; obedient.

e Usage:
1. His servile attitude was evident in his constant flattery of his

boss.
2. The servile worker did whatever was asked without question.
3. She resented the servile role she was expected to play in the

company.
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e Synonyms: Submissive; Obsequious
e Antonyms: Assertive; Independent

Sextant: Navigation tool that determines latitude and longitude.

e Usage:
1. The sailor used a sextant to chart their course at sea.

2. The sextant was an essential tool for navigation before the
advent of modern technology.
3. They learned how to use a sextant during their maritime
training.
e Synonyms: Navigational instrument; Compass

e Antonyms: Modern GPS; Digital device

Shard: A piece of broken glass or pottery.

e Usage:
1. She cut her hand on a shard of broken glass.

2. Archaeologists discovered shards of ancient pottery at the dig
site.
3. The artist used shards of glass to create a mosaic.
e Synonyms: Fragment; Splinter
e Antonyms: Whole piece; Unbroken

Sidereal: Relating to the stars.

e Usage:
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1. The sidereal calendar is based on the Earth's orbit around the
Sun.
2. The astronomer focused on sidereal observations to study
celestial phenomena.
3. The term "sidereal time" refers to the timekeeping system used
in astronomy.
e Synonyms: Astronomical; Celestial
e Antonyms: Terrestrial; Earthly

Simian: Apelike; relating to apes.

e Usage:
1. The simian features of the sculpture resembled those of a
monkey.
2. His behavior was described as simian due to his mannerisms.
3. The research focused on simian anatomy and behavior.
e Synonyms: Ape-like; Monkey-like
e Antonyms: Human; Non-primate

Simile: Comparison of one thing with another using "like" or "as".

e Usage:
1. The poet used a simile to compare the sunset to a golden coin.
2. Her smile was like sunshine, a simile that conveyed warmth and
brightness.
3. The writer employed various similes to enhance the imagery in

the text.
e Synonyms: Comparison; Figure of speech
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e Antonyms: Metaphor; Literal statement

Sinecure: Well-paying job that requires little or no work.

e Usage:
1. He was given a sinecure position after his retirement.

2. The sinecure role allowed him to enjoy a comfortable salary with
minimal responsibilities.
3. Critics argued that the sinecure was a reward for political favors.
e Synonyms: Easy job; No-work job
e Antonyms: Demanding job; Hard work

Singular: Unique; extraordinary; odd.

e Usage:
1. Her singular talent for painting set her apart from other artists.

2. The singular nature of the event made it memorable.
3. His singular approach to problem-solving was both innovative
and effective.
e Synonyms: Unique; Remarkable
e Antonyms: Common; Ordinary

Sinuous: Intricate; complex.

e Usage:
1. The sinuous path through the forest was difficult to navigate.
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2. The sinuous design of the sculpture captured the artist’s
creativity.
3. She followed the sinuous logic of the argument with interest.
e Synonyms: Curvy; Winding
e Antonyms: Straight; Simple

Skeptic: One who doubts.

e Usage:
1. The skeptic questioned the validity of the scientific claims.
2. Her skeptic nature made her cautious about accepting new
ideas.
3. The debate featured a skeptic challenging the proposed theories.
e Synonyms: Doubter; Cynic
e Antonyms: Believer; Enthusiast

Sobriety: Seriousness.

e Usage:
1. The sobriety of the discussion was evident in the serious tone of
the participants.
2. He approached the situation with a sense of sobriety and
professionalism.
3. The event was marked by a sobriety that contrasted with the
usual celebrations.
e Synonyms: Seriousness; Gravitas

e Antonyms: Levity; Light-heartedness
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Sodden: Thoroughly soaked; saturated.

e Usage:
1. The sodden ground made it difficult to walk.

2. She wore sodden clothes after being caught in the rain.
3. The sodden sponge was heavy and dripping with water.
e Synonyms: Soaked; Waterlogged
e Antonyms: Dry; Parched

Solicitous: Concerned; attentive; eager.

e Usage:
1. The solicitous nurse attended to every need of the patients.

2. His solicitous manner showed how much he cared for her well-
being.
3. The solicitous approach of the host made the guests feel
welcome.
e Synonyms: Attentive; Caring
e Antonyms: Indifferent; Unconcerned

Soliloquy: Literary or dramatic speech by one character, not addressed to

others.

e Usage:
1. The actor delivered a powerful soliloquy that revealed his

character's inner thoughts.
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2. Shakespeare’s plays often feature soliloquies that provide insight
into characters’ motivations.
3. The soliloquy at the beginning of the play set the stage for the
unfolding drama.
e Synonyms: Monologue; Speech
e Antonyms: Dialogue; Conversation

Solvent: Able to meet financial obligations.

e Usage:
1. The company remained solvent despite the economic downturn.

2. Maintaining a solvent financial status is crucial for business
success.
3. The bank assessed the business’s ability to stay solvent before
granting the loan.
e Synonyms: Financially stable; Viable
e Antonyms: Insolvent; Bankrupt

Somatic: Relating to or affecting the body; corporeal.

e Usage:
1. The study focused on somatic symptoms and their impact on

mental health.
2. Somatic therapies aim to address physical aspects of well-being.
3. The doctor examined the somatic responses to various
treatments.
e Synonyms: Physical; Corporeal
e Antonyms: Mental; Spiritual
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Soporific: Sleep-producing.

e Usage:

1. The lecture was so soporific that many students struggled to

stay awake.

2. He took a soporific medication to help with his insomnia.

3. The calm, soporific music was perfect for falling asleep.
e Synonyms: Sedative; Hypnotic

e Antonyms: Stimulating; Energizing

Sordid: Filthy; contemptible and corrupt.

e Usage:
1. The sordid details of the scandal were revealed in the press.
2. The abandoned building was in a sordid state of disrepair.

3. His sordid dealings in the business world earned him a bad
reputation.

e Synonyms: Dirty; Immoral

e Antonyms: Clean; Virtuous

Specious: Seeming to be logical and sound, but not really so.

e Usage:

1. The argument was dismissed as specious and lacking real
evidence.

2. He recognized the specious reasoning behind the proposal.
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3. The specious claims were designed to mislead rather than
inform.
e Synonyms: Deceptive; Misleading
e Antonyms: Genuine; Valid

Spectrum: Band of color; broad range of related ideas or objects.

e Usage:
1. The spectrum of colors visible in the rainbow is a natural

wonder.

2. The report covered a wide spectrum of opinions on the issue.

3. The spectrum of the light was analyzed to determine its

composition.

e Synonyms: Range; Array
e Antonyms: Narrow scope; Limited

Spendthrift: Person who spends money recklessly.

e Usage:
1. His spendthrift habits led to significant financial difficulties.

2. The family was concerned about the spendthrift tendencies of

their heir.
3. The spendthrift lifestyle was unsustainable and led to debt.
e Synonyms: Profligate; Extravagant
e Antonyms: Frugal; Thrifty

Sporadic: Irregular.
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e Usage:
1. The rainfall was sporadic throughout the week.
2. The meetings were held on a sporadic basis, with no fixed
schedule.
3. Her attendance was sporadic due to frequent travel.
e Synonyms: Intermittent; Erratic
e Antonyms: Regular; Constant

Squalor: Filthy; wretched condition.

e Usage:

1. The slums were characterized by squalor and neglect.

2. The squalor of the abandoned house was shocking.

3. They worked to improve the squalor of the living conditions.
e Synonyms: Dirtiness; Misery
e Antonyms: Cleanliness; Comfort

Staccato: Marked by abrupt, clear-cut sounds.

e Usage:

1. The musician played the piece with a staccato rhythm that added
intensity.

2. Her staccato speech reflected her nervousness.

3. The staccato burst of gunfire echoed through the night.
e Synonyms: Abrupt; Short
e Antonyms: Smooth; Continuous
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Stanch: To stop or check the flow of.

e Usage:
1. The medic worked quickly to stanch the bleeding from the
wound.
2. They used a tourniquet to stanch the flow of blood.
3. The measures helped to stanch the economic downturn.

e Synonyms: Stop; Halt
e Antonyms: Allow; Continue

Stentorian: Extremely loud.

e Usage:
1. His stentorian voice could be heard across the entire room.

2. The stentorian announcement startled everyone in the area.
3. She gave a stentorian performance that left the audience
impressed.
e Synonyms: Deafening; Booming
e Antonyms: Quiet; Soft

Stigma: Mark of disgrace or inferiority.

e Usage:
1. The stigma associated with the condition often prevents people
from seeking help.
2. The social stigma of failure affected his self-esteem.
3. Removing the stigma surrounding mental health is crucial for

better support.
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e Synonyms: Shame; Disgrace
e Antonyms: Honor; Respect

Stint: To be sparing.

e Usage:
1. He did not stint on the quality of the materials used in the
project.
2. The company was known for its stint approach to employee
benefits.
3. They were cautioned not to stint their efforts in the final stretch
of the campaign.
e Synonyms: Limit; Conserve
e Antonyms: Expend; Lavish

Stipulate: To specify as an essential condition.

e Usage:
1. The contract stipulates that payment is due within 30 days.

2. He stipulated certain conditions before agreeing to the offer.

3. The rules stipulate that all participants must register in advance.
e Synonyms: Specify; Demand
e Antonyms: Omit; Neglect

Stolid: Having or showing little emotion.

e Usage:
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1. His stolid demeanor made it difficult to gauge his true feelings.
2. The stolid expression on his face remained unchanged
throughout the meeting.
3. She was known for her stolid reaction to stressful situations.
e Synonyms: Impassive; Unemotional
e Antonyms: Emotional; Expressive

Stratified: Arranged in layers.

e Usage:
1. The soil was stratified into distinct layers that were easy to

observe.
2. The social structure of the organization was highly stratified.
3. The stratified sediment revealed the geological history of the
area.
e Synonyms: Layered; Organized
e Antonyms: Unlayered; Homogeneous

Striated: Marked with thin, narrow grooves or channels.

e Usage:
1. The rock formations were striated by natural processes.

2. The muscle tissue appeared striated under the microscope.
3. The striated surface of the tool indicated it had been used
frequently.
e Synonyms: Grooved; Marked
e Antonyms: Smooth; Plain
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Stricture: Something that restrains; negative criticism.

e Usage:
1. The new regulations were a stricture on personal freedoms.
2. He faced stricture from his peers for his controversial opinions.
3. The stricture imposed by the policy limited their options.

e Synonyms: Restriction; Criticism

e Antonyms: Freedom; Praise

Strident: Loud; harsh; unpleasantly noisy.

e Usage:
1. The strident tone of the speaker was jarring to the audience.
2. The strident cries of the protestors could be heard from afar.
3. The strident noise from the construction site was a constant
disturbance.
e Synonyms: Harsh; Jarring
e Antonyms: Soft; Melodious

Strut: To swagger; display to impress others.

e Usage:

1. He strutted around the room, showing off his new suit.

2. The model strutted down the runway with confidence.

3. She felt a sense of pride as she strutted through the office.
e Synonyms: Swagger; Parade
e Antonyms: Slouch; Hide

To enroll in our courses and mock tests: https://www.mbakaro.in/learn



https://www.mbakaro.in/learn

218

Stultify: To impair or reduce to uselessness.

e Usage:
1. The repetitive tasks began to stultify his creativity.

2. Her talents were stultified by the restrictive job role.

3. The overregulation tended to stultify the innovation process.
e Synonyms: Impair; Hinder
e Antonyms: Stimulate; Enhance

Stupefy: To dull the senses of; stun; astonish.

e Usage:
1. The news of the discovery stupefied the scientific community.

2. The medication can stupefy the patient, causing drowsiness.
3. The scale of the damage was enough to stupefy anyone who saw
it.
e Synonyms: Astonish; Shock
e Antonyms: Enlighten; Clarify

Stygian: Dark and gloomy; hellish.

e Usage:
1. The abandoned house had a stygian atmosphere that was

unsettling.
2. The stygian depths of the cave were pitch black.
3. The film’s stygian scenes added to the overall sense of dread.

e Synonyms: Gloomy; Infernal
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e Antonyms: Bright; Cheerful

Subpoena: Notice ordering someone to appear in court.

e Usage:
1. She received a subpoena to testify as a witness in the trial.

2. The lawyer issued a subpoena to obtain crucial documents.
3. Failure to comply with the subpoena could result in legal
penalties.
e Synonyms: Summons; Court order
e Antonyms: Voluntary appearance; Waiver

Subside: To settle down; grow quiet.

e Usage:

1. The storm began to subside after several hours of heavy rain.

2. His anger subsided once he had a chance to cool down.
3. The excitement of the crowd gradually subsided.

e Synonyms: Ebb; Diminish

e Antonyms: Intensify; Increase

Substantiate: To support with proof or evidence.

e Usage:
1. The scientist worked to substantiate his hypothesis with

experimental data.
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2. She provided documents to substantiate her claims in the
application.
3. The lawyer needed to substantiate the allegations with concrete
evidence.
e Synonyms: Prove; Validate
e Antonyms: Disprove; Negate

Substantive: Essential.

e Usage:
1. The report provided substantive information about the project’s

progress.
2. They made substantive changes to the contract to better reflect
their needs.
3. The debate focused on substantive issues rather than trivial
details.
e Synonyms: Significant; Fundamental
e Antonyms: Superficial; Trivial

Subsume: To include; incorporate.

e Usage:
1. The new policy subsumes all previous regulations.

2. His role in the company subsumes various responsibilities.

3. The term "technology" subsumes a wide range of innovations.
e Synonyms: Include; Integrate
e Antonyms: Exclude; Separate
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Subversive: Intended to undermine or overthrow, especially an established

government.

e Usage:
1. The group was accused of engaging in subversive activities
against the state.
2. The novel was considered subversive for its critical views on
authority.
3. The subversive tactics were aimed at disrupting the established
order.
e Synonyms: Revolutionary; Disruptive
e Antonyms: Supportive; Compliant

Succinct: Brief and to the point.

e Usage:
1. She gave a succinct summary of the meeting’s main points.
2. The report was appreciated for its succinct analysis of the issue.
3. His succinct response avoided unnecessary details.

e Synonyms: Concise; Brief

e Antonyms: Lengthy; Verbose

Sullen: Gloomy; sulky.

e Usage:
1. His sullen demeanor was a sign of his disappointment.

2. The sullen weather matched his mood perfectly.
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3. She gave him a sullen look when he criticized her work.
e Synonyms: Morose; Glum
e Antonyms: Cheerful; Light-hearted

Supercilious: Haughty; condescending.

e Usage:
1. The supercilious tone in his voice irritated everyone.

2. Her supercilious attitude made her unpopular with her
colleagues.

3. The supercilious smirk on his face revealed his contempt.
e Synonyms: Arrogant; Condescending
e Antonyms: Humble; Respectful

Superfluous: Unnecessary; excessive.

e Usage:

1. The detailed explanations were deemed superfluous by the
editor.

2. He removed the superfluous items from the list to streamline the
project.
3. Her superfluous comments were not relevant to the discussion.
e Synonyms: Excessive; Redundant
e Antonyms: Necessary; Essential

Surfeit: Excess; overabundance.
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e Usage:
1. The surfeit of food at the party ensured that everyone left
satisfied.
2. She had a surfeit of options to choose from, which made
decision-making difficult.
3. The surfeit of information made it challenging to focus on the
key points.
e Synonyms: Excess; Overabundance
e Antonyms: Scarcity; Deficiency

Sycophant: Flatterer; obsequious person.

e Usage:
1. The manager was surrounded by sycophants who constantly
praised him.
2. The sycophant’s behavior was driven by a desire for personal
gain.
3. She avoided sycophants and preferred honest feedback.
e Synonyms: Flatterer; Toady
e Antonyms: Critic; Independent thinker

Symbiotic: Mutually beneficial; relating to a symbiosis.

e Usage:
1. The relationship between the two companies was symbiotic,
benefiting both parties.
2. The symbiotic interaction between the plants and insects was

essential for the ecosystem.

223

To enroll in our courses and mock tests: https://www.mbakaro.in/learn



https://www.mbakaro.in/learn

224

3. Their partnership was a symbiotic arrangement that helped them
achieve their goals.
e Synonyms: Collaborative; Mutual
e Antonyms: Antagonistic; Harmful

Sycophant: Flatterer; obsequious person.

e Usage:
1. The manager was surrounded by sycophants who constantly

praised him.
2. The sycophant’s behavior was driven by a desire for personal
gain.
3. She avoided sycophants and preferred honest feedback.
e Synonyms: Flatterer; Toady
e Antonyms: Critic; Independent thinker

Symbiotic: Mutually beneficial; relating to a symbiosis.

e Usage:
1. The relationship between the two companies was symbiotic,

benefiting both parties.
2. The symbiotic interaction between the plants and insects was
essential for the ecosystem.
3. Their partnership was a symbiotic arrangement that helped them
achieve their goals.
e Synonyms: Collaborative; Mutual
e Antonyms: Antagonistic; Harmful
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Sycophant: Flatterer; obsequious person.

e Usage:
1. The manager was surrounded by sycophants who constantly
praised him.
2. The sycophant’s behavior was driven by a desire for personal
gain.
3. She avoided sycophants and preferred honest feedback.
e Synonyms: Flatterer; Toady
e Antonyms: Critic; Independent thinker

Symbiotic: Mutually beneficial; relating to a symbiosis.

e Usage:
1. The relationship between the two companies was symbiotic,

benefiting both parties.
2. The symbiotic interaction between the plants and insects was
essential for the ecosystem.
3. Their partnership was a symbiotic arrangement that helped them
achieve their goals.
e Synonyms: Collaborative; Mutual
e Antonyms: Antagonistic; Harmful

Sycophant: Flatterer; obsequious person.

e Usage:
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1. The manager was surrounded by sycophants who constantly
praised him.
2. The sycophant’s behavior was driven by a desire for personal
gain.
3. She avoided sycophants and preferred honest feedback.
e Synonyms: Flatterer; Toady
e Antonyms: Critic; Independent thinker

Symbiotic: Mutually beneficial; relating to a symbiosis.

e Usage:
1. The relationship between the two companies was symbiotic,
benefiting both parties.
2. The symbiotic interaction between the plants and insects was
essential for the ecosystem.
3. Their partnership was a symbiotic arrangement that helped them
achieve their goals.
e Synonyms: Collaborative; Mutual
e Antonyms: Antagonistic; Harmful

Sycophant: Flatterer; obsequious person.

e Usage:
1. The manager was surrounded by sycophants who constantly
praised him.
2. The sycophant’s behavior was driven by a desire for personal
gain.

3. She avoided sycophants and preferred honest feedback.
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e Synonyms: Flatterer; Toady
e Antonyms: Critic; Independent thinker

Symbiotic: Mutually beneficial; relating to a symbiosis.

e Usage:
1. The relationship between the two companies was symbiotic,
benefiting both parties.
2. The symbiotic interaction between the plants and insects was
essential for the ecosystem.
3. Their partnership was a symbiotic arrangement that helped them
achieve their goals.
e Synonyms: Collaborative; Mutual
e Antonyms: Antagonistic; Harmful

T

Tacit: Silently understood, implied

e Usage:
1. The silence in the room was a tacit acknowledgment of his
leadership.
2. They had a tacit understanding to support each other in times of
need.
3. His tacit approval allowed the project to move forward without

any formal agreement.
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e Synonyms: Implied; Unspoken
e Antonyms: Explicit; Stated

Talisman: Charm to bring good luck and avert misfortune

e Usage:
1. She kept the talisman in her pocket, believing it would protect

her from harm.
2. The ancient talisman was said to grant its bearer immense
strength.
3. He wore the talisman every day, hoping it would bring him
success.
e Synonyms: Amulet; Charm
e Antonyms: Curse; Hex

Tangential: Peripheral, irrelevant, digressing.

e Usage:
1. The professor's lecture was interesting but often tangential to

the main topic.
2. Her comments were tangential and did not address the core
issue.
3. The conversation took a tangential turn, moving away from the
original point.
e Synonyms: Peripheral; Divergent
e Antonyms: Central; Relevant
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Tautology: Unnecessary repetition.

e Usage:
1. The phrase "free gift" is a common tautology.

2. His speech was filled with tautology, making it longer than
necessary.

3. She avoided tautology by being concise in her writing.
e Synonyms: Redundancy; Repetition
e Antonyms: Brevity; Conciseness

Taxonomy: The science of classification.

e Usage:

1. Taxonomy helps scientists categorize and name organisms.

229

2. The taxonomy of languages reveals their historical connections.

3. In biology class, students studied the taxonomy of various
species.
e Synonyms: Classification; Categorization
e Antonyms: Disorganization; Disorder

Tenet: Belief, doctrine.

e Usage:
1. Honesty is a key tenet of their philosophy.
2. The fundamental tenets of democracy include freedom of
speech.
3. She questioned the tenets of the new policy.

e Synonyms: Principle; Doctrine
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e Antonyms: Doubt; Unbelief

Tenuous: Weak, insubstantial.

e Usage:
1. The connection between the events was tenuous at best.

2. His argument was tenuous, lacking solid evidence.
3. The relationship between the two countries is becoming more
tenuous.
e Synonyms: Flimsy; Weak
e Antonyms: Strong; Substantial

Terrestrial: Earthly, commonplace.

e Usage:
1. Terrestrial animals live on land, unlike aquatic creatures.

2. The film focused on terrestrial concerns rather than sci-fi
elements.
3. The astronaut was happy to return to a terrestrial environment.
e Synonyms: Earthly; Mundane
e Antonyms: Celestial; Extraterrestrial

Theocracy: Government by priests representing a god.

e Usage:
1. Ancient Egypt was a theocracy where the Pharaoh was both king

and god.
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2. In a theocracy, religious leaders hold the ultimate power.
3. Many critics of the regime argue that a theocracy stifles personal
freedoms.
e Synonyms: Ecclesiocracy; Hierocracy

e Antonyms: Secularism; Democracy

Thespian: An actor or actress.

e Usage:
1. The aspiring thespian rehearsed tirelessly for the role.

2. She joined the local theater group to fulfill her thespian dreams.
3. Thespian performances often captivate audiences with emotional
depth.
e Synonyms: Actor; Performer
e Antonyms: Non-actor; Spectator

Timbre: Voice tone color.

e Usage:
1. His voice had a rich timbre that made his singing unique.

2. The timbre of the violin gave the piece an eerie quality.
3. Different instruments have distinct timbres that contribute to a
symphony.
e Synonyms: Tone; Resonance

e Antonyms: Dissonance; Monotone

Tirade: Long, violent speech, verbal assault.
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e Usage:

1. The manager launched into a tirade over the team’s poor
performance.

2. After the mistake, she endured a tirade from her boss.

3. His tirade against the new policy lasted for over an hour.
e Synonyms: Diatribe; Rant

e Antonyms: Praise; Compliment

Toady: Flatterer, yes-man.

e Usage:

1. He was known as a toady who always agreed with his superiors.
2. The politician surrounded himself with toadies who praised his
every move.
3. The toady's constant flattery became tiresome.
e Synonyms: Sycophant; Flatterer
e Antonyms: Critic; Detractor

Tome: A book, usually large and academic.

e Usage:
1. The professor handed out a massive tome for the semester’s
reading.
2. She spent months studying the ancient tome in the library.

3. His bookshelf was filled with scholarly tomes on various subjects.
e Synonyms: Volume; Book

e Antonyms: Pamphlet; Leaflet
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Torpor: Lethargy, dormancy, sluggishness.

e Usage:
1. The heat left me in a state of torpor all afternoon.

2. Bears enter a period of torpor during hibernation.

3. The project languished in a state of torpor for weeks.
e Synonyms: Lethargy; Inactivity
e Antonyms: Energy; Activity

Torque: A turning or twisting force.

e Usage:
1. The mechanic applied more torque to loosen the bolt.

2. The car’s engine produced impressive torque.

3. Torque is essential in determining the performance of a machine.
e Synonyms: Twist; Rotation
e Antonyms: Stillness; Stability

Tortuous: Having many twists and turns, highly complex.

e Usage:
1. The mountain road was long and tortuous.

2. His explanation was tortuous and hard to follow.

3. The plot of the novel was filled with tortuous twists.
e Synonyms: Winding; Convoluted
e Antonyms: Straightforward; Direct
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Tout: To promote or praise energetically.

e Usage:
1. The company began to tout its new product as a game-changer.

2. He touted his achievements during the job interview.

3. She was touted as the best candidate for the award.

e Synonyms: Promote; Endorse
e Antonyms: Criticize; Demean

Tractable: Obedient, yielding.

e Usage:
1. The child was more tractable after his nap.

2. The tractable dog followed every command.

3. The material was highly tractable and easy to shape.

e Synonyms: Malleable; Compliant
e Antonyms: Stubborn; Unyielding

Transgression: Act of trespassing or violating a law or rule.

e Usage:
1. His transgression led to severe consequences.

2. The company’s environmental transgressions caused public

outrage.
3. The minor transgression was overlooked by the authorities.

e Synonyms: Offense; Crime
e Antonyms: Obedience; Conformity
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Transient: Temporary, fleeting.

e Usage:
1. The rain was only transient, clearing up after a few minutes.

2. They had a transient stay in the city before moving on.

3. His feelings of anger were transient, and he soon calmed down.
e Synonyms: Short-lived; Temporary
e Antonyms: Permanent; Enduring

Translucent: Partially transparent.

e Usage:
1. The translucent curtains let in soft, diffused light.

2. The glass was translucent, allowing some light to pass through.
3. The artist used translucent paints to create a delicate effect.

e Synonyms: Semi-transparent; Opaque

e Antonyms: Opaque; Solid

U

Uncanny: Mysterious, strange.

e Usage:
1. The resemblance between the two strangers was uncanny.

2. Her ability to predict events with such accuracy was uncanny.
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3. There was an uncanny feeling that something was about to
happen.
e Synonyms: Eerie; Mysterious
e Antonyms: Normal; Ordinary

Undulating: Moving in waves.

e Usage:
1. The undulating hills created a beautiful landscape.

2. The flag was undulating in the breeze.

3. The sound of the music seemed to undulate through the air.
e Synonyms: Waving; Rolling
e Antonyms: Still; Static

Unfeigned: Not false, genuine.

e Usage:
1. Her unfeigned smile revealed her true happiness.

2. He offered his unfeigned apologies for the mistake.

3. The artist’s unfeigned passion was evident in every brushstroke.
e Synonyms: Sincere; Authentic
e Antonyms: Insincere; False

Untenable: Indefensible.

e Usage:
1. The lawyer realized that his client’s argument was untenable.
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His position became untenable after the scandal broke.

The scientific theory was proven untenable with new evidence.

e Synonyms: Indefensible; Unsustainable

e Antonyms: Defensible; Tenable

Untoward: Not favorable, troublesome, unruly.

e Usage:

1.
2.
3.

His untoward behavior at the meeting caused concern.
The weather turned untoward just as the event began.

They prepared for any untoward incidents during the trip.

e Synonyms: Troublesome; Unfavorable

e Antonyms: Favorable; Fortunate

Usury: A practice of lending money at exorbitant rates.

e Usage:

1.
2.

3.

Usury was outlawed in many regions to protect borrowers.
The lender was accused of engaging in usury by charging
excessive interest.

Usury can trap people in cycles of debt that are hard to escape.

e Synonyms: Exploitation; Extortion

e Antonyms: Fair lending; Charity

V
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Valedictorian: A bright student with a very high grade.

e Usage:
1. The valedictorian gave an inspiring speech at the graduation
ceremony.
2. She worked hard throughout high school to become the
valedictorian.
3. As the valedictorian, he was honored with multiple scholarships.
e Synonyms: Top student; Scholar
e Antonyms: Underachiever; Dropout

Valedictorian: A high-ranking student.

e Usage:
1. The valedictorian earned the highest grades in the class.
2. Colleges often seek out valedictorians for their academic
excellence.
3. Being the valedictorian means a great deal of recognition at the
graduation.
e Synonyms: Head student; High achiever
e Antonyms: Failing student; Average student

Vampire: A reanimated corpse who exists on the blood of sleeping victims.

e Usage:
1. Legends of vampires have frightened people for centuries.
2. The vampire stalked his prey in the dead of night.

3. She dressed as a vampire for Halloween.
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e Synonyms: Nosferatu; Bloodsucker
e Antonyms: Mortal; Living being

Vandal: A person engaged in wanton violence to property, usually not
motivated by theft.

e Usage:
1. The vandal was caught spray-painting the walls of the building.

2. Vandals often destroy public property for no apparent reason.
3. Police arrested the vandal responsible for the damaged cars.
e Synonyms: Delinquent; Despoiler
e Antonyms: Protector; Guardian

Vandal: A destructive person.

e Usage:
1. The vandal shattered the store windows in a fit of rage.

2. His actions were nothing short of vandalism.
3. The park was left in ruins by the vandals.

e Synonyms: Destroyer; Saboteur

e Antonyms: Builder; Conservator

Vandalism: Defacing or damaging of another's property purposelessly.

e Usage:
1. The city has been dealing with a rise in vandalism.

2. Vandalism can lead to high repair costs for property owners.
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3. The teenager was arrested for vandalism after spray-painting
graffiti on the walls.
e Synonyms: Defacement; Destruction

e Antonyms: Restoration; Preservation

Vanquish: To conquer or defeat in a battle.

e Usage:
1. The army was able to vanquish its enemies after a long war.

2. He fought bravely to vanquish his opponents in the tournament.
3. History remembers those who vanquish their foes with honor.

e Synonyms: Defeat; Overcome

e Antonyms: Surrender; Yield

Vault: An underground burial chamber, tomb.

e Usage:
1. The ancient vault housed the remains of kings from centuries

ago.
2. They lowered the coffin into the family vault.
3. The vault was sealed after the burial ceremony.
e Synonyms: Crypt; Mausoleum
e Antonyms: Open grave; Pit

Vendetta: A prolonged feud involving killing for revenge.

e Usage:
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1. The vendetta between the two families lasted for generations.
2. His vendetta against his rival led to a series of violent
confrontations.
3. A simple dispute turned into a bloodthirsty vendetta.
e Synonyms: Feud; Grudge
e Antonyms: Reconciliation; Truce

Vent: Passage in mold through which gasses escape during casting.

e Usage:
1. The vent allowed the heat to escape during the casting process.
2. Proper venting is essential to avoid defects in molded objects.
3. The craftsman adjusted the vent to improve the mold's quality.

e Synonyms: Duct; Outlet

e Antonyms: Blockage; Obstruction

Vernacular: Language or dialect indigenous to a place.

e Usage:

1. The book was written in the vernacular of the local people.

2. His speech was filled with the vernacular of his hometown.

3. Learning the vernacular helps to understand the culture better.
e Synonyms: Dialect; Local speech
e Antonyms: Formal language; Standard dialect

Vespers: Prayer said at evening.
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e Usage:
1. The monks gathered for vespers at sunset.

2. She attended vespers every evening as part of her spiritual
routine.

3. The church bells rang, signaling the beginning of vespers.
e Synonyms: Evening prayer; Evening worship
e Antonyms: Matins; Morning prayer

Vestry: Room in church for storage of vestments.

e Usage:

1. The priest changed into his robes in the vestry before the
service.

2. The vestry was locked after the mass.

3. The church keeps all ceremonial items in the vestry.
e Synonyms: Sacristy; Chapel room

e Antonyms: Sanctuary; Nave

Vicennial: Twentieth anniversary; occurring every twenty years.

e Usage:

1. They celebrated the company's vicennial with a grand party.
2. The school held a special event for its vicennial reunion.
3. A vicennial festival is planned to commemorate the event.

e Synonyms: Twentieth-year celebration; 20-year interval

e Antonyms: Annual; Centennial
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Vigilante: Individual or group attempting to enforce law and punish
offenders without legal authority.

e Usage:
1. The town was plagued by a group of vigilantes taking the law
into their own hands.
2. The vigilante believed he was bringing justice to the community.
3. Vigilantes often operate outside of the legal system.
e Synonyms: Self-appointed enforcer; Lawbreaker
e Antonyms: Law-abider; Police officer

Vignette: Brief incident, scene, or story.

e Usage:
1. The novel opens with a poighant vignette of the protagonist’s
childhood.
2. The film is composed of several short vignettes depicting
different characters.
3. Her story was a perfect vignette of life in a small town.
e Synonyms: Scene; Sketch
e Antonyms: Epic; Long narrative

Virago: A noisy or scolding or domineering woman; a large, strong, and
aggressive woman.

e Usage:

1. The virago in the marketplace could be heard shouting from a
distance.
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2. She was feared for her temper, often referred to as a virago by
her neighbors.
3. The novel portrayed the main character as a fierce virago
defending her family.
e Synonyms: Shrew; Fury
e Antonyms: Gentlewoman; Lady

Virtuoso: Performer with great technical skill or artistry.

e Usage:
1. The pianist is a virtuoso, impressing the audience with every

note.
2. She performed a violin solo that only a true virtuoso could
master.
3. The virtuoso received a standing ovation after the concert.
e Synonyms: Maestro; Prodigy
e Antonyms: Novice; Amateur

Vixen: Ill-tempered or quarrelsome woman.

e Usage:
1. She earned a reputation as a vixen for her constant arguments.

2. He avoided his neighbor, who was known to be quite a vixen.
3. The gossip portrayed her as a vixen, though she was
misunderstood.

e Synonyms: Harpy; Shrew
e Antonyms: Gentlewoman; Peacemaker
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Vocalist: Person who has received formal voice training to perform opera.

e Usage:
1. The vocalist's voice soared through the opera house, captivating
the audience.
2. She trained for years to become a professional opera vocalist.
3. The lead vocalist of the opera company received widespread
acclaim.
e Synonyms: Singer; Performer
e Antonyms: Instrumentalist; Mute

Votary: Person bound by religious vows.

e Usage:
1. The votary spent years in meditation and prayer, devoting

herself to her faith.
2. As a votary, he renounced all worldly possessions.
3. The monastery was filled with votaries who had taken lifelong
VOWS.
e Synonyms: Devotee; Monk
e Antonyms: Secularist; Layperson

Vulcan: God of forge and fire (Roman Mythology).

e Usage:
1. In Roman mythology, Vulcan was revered as the god of fire and

craftsmanship.
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2. The blacksmith prayed to Vulcan for strength in his work.

3. Statues of Vulcan often depicted him with a hammer in hand.
e Synonyms: Hephaestus (Greek equivalent); God of fire
e Antonyms: Poseidon; Water deity

Waft: Be driven or carried along, as by the air (Aroma).

e Usage:
1. The scent of roses wafted through the garden.

2. A gentle breeze caused the aroma of freshly baked bread to waft
into the street.
3. As she opened the door, a waft of perfume filled the room.
e Synonyms: Drift; Float
e Antonyms: Stay; Remain

W

Waft: Be driven or carried along, as by the air.

e Usage:
1. The scent of roses wafted through the garden.
2. A gentle breeze wafted the smoke across the field.
3. The sound of music wafted up from the street below.
e Synonyms: Drift; Float
e Antonyms: Sink; Settle
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Waltz (Music): Music for a German dance.

e Usage:
1. The orchestra played a beautiful waltz that filled the ballroom.
2. She loved listening to classical waltzes while studying.
3. The band struck up a lively waltz, and couples took to the floor.
e Synonyms: Dance tune; Classical piece

e Antonyms: March; Rock

Waltz (Dance): Classical ballroom dance.

e Usage:
1. The couple glided gracefully across the floor in a perfect waltz.
2. He learned to waltz for the upcoming ball.
3. They waltzed effortlessly, drawing admiration from everyone
watching.
e Synonyms: Ball dance; Glide
e Antonyms: Stumble; Trip

Warden: Prison administrator.

e Usage:
1. The warden oversaw all operations within the prison.
2. The prison warden implemented strict security measures.
3. He spoke to the warden about the prisoner's behavior.

e Synonyms: Prison chief; Superintendent

e Antonyms: Prisoner; Inmate
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Warder: Jailer.

e Usage:
1. The warder unlocked the cell for the daily inspection.

2. The warder stood guard outside the prisoner's room.
3. The warder handled the security of high-risk inmates.
e Synonyms: Guard; Jailer
e Antonyms: Freedman; Released

Whiff: Slight trace of odor or smell of something.

e Usage:
1. I caught a whiff of fresh bread as I walked by the bakery.

2. A whiff of perfume lingered in the air after she left.
3. The whiff of smoke alerted them to the fire nearby.
e Synonyms: Scent; Aroma
e Antonyms: Stench; Reek

Wordsmith: A skilled writer.

e Usage:
1. She was a wordsmith, crafting stories that captivated her

readers.

2. His reputation as a wordsmith earned him numerous literary
awards.

3. The novelist is a true wordsmith, creating vivid imagery with
every sentence.

e Synonyms: Writer; Author
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e Antonyms: Illiterate; Inarticulate

Wreck: Ruin/destroy.

e Usage:
1. The storm wrecked the small coastal town.

2. His poor decisions wrecked his promising career.

3. The car was completely wrecked after the accident.
e Synonyms: Ruin; Destroy
e Antonyms: Build; Repair

Wrench: Twist or pull sharply.

e Usage:
1. He wrenched his shoulder trying to lift the heavy box.

2. She wrenched the door open in a fit of anger.
3. The athlete wrenched his ankle during the race.
e Synonyms: Twist; Yank
e Antonyms: Release; Loosen

Wrest: Wrench or seize violently.

e Usage:
1. The thief wrested the purse from her hands.

2. They wrested control of the company from its previous owners.
3. He tried to wrest the gun from the assailant.

e Synonyms: Seize; Snatch
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e Antonyms: Give; Offer

X

Xenophobia: Fear of or dislike of foreigners.

e Usage:
1. The rise in xenophobia has led to increased tensions between

communities.
2. Xenophobia can prevent people from appreciating the benefits of
diversity.
3. The government's policy was criticized for promoting
xenophobia.
e Synonyms: Bigotry; Prejudice
e Antonyms: Tolerance; Acceptance

Xerophobia: Fear of dry places.

e Usage:
1. Her xerophobia made it difficult for her to visit desert regions.

2. His xerophobia was triggered by the arid landscape of the
desert.
3. Xerophobia kept her from hiking through dry, barren lands.
e Synonyms: Desert fear; Arid fear
e Antonyms: Hydrophilia; Attraction to moisture
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Y

Yank: Pull sharply.

e Usage:
1. He gave the rope a sudden yank to pull the heavy box up.

2. She yanked the door open in frustration.
3. The child yanked on his mother’s hand, eager to leave the store.

e Synonyms: Tug; Pull
e Antonyms: Push; Release

Z

Zest: Agreeable taste.

e Usage:
1. The lemon zest added a bright flavor to the cake.

2. She approached life with zest and enthusiasm.
3. The dish had a zest that made it truly delicious.

e Synonyms: Flavor; Enthusiasm
e Antonyms: Blandness; Dullness

Zoophobia: Fear of animals.

e Usage:
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1. Her zoophobia made it difficult for her to visit the zoo with her
friends.
2. His zoophobia was so intense that even pictures of animals made
him anxious.
3. She overcame her zoophobia after years of therapy.
e Synonyms: Animal phobia; Fear of animals

e Antonyms: Calmness around animals; Animal-friendly
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