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Our Mission

The mission of The Bridge is to prevent and eliminate domestic violence
and sexual assault. We work to enhance safety and promote equality in
relationships. We are opposed to the use of violence to control the lives of
others. The Bridge is committed to eliminating violence in the lives of
women, children, and men through empowerment, education, and
social change.

What We Do

The Bridge is a domestic violence and sexual assault crisis center that
serves five Nebraska counties including Burt, Cuming, Dodge, Saunders,
and Washington.

We provide emergency, confidential shelter, a 24-hour crisis hotline,
advocacy, education, and youth prevention programs specifically
targeting dating violence, bullying, stalking, domestic violence, and
sexual assault.

In partnership with schools, social service agencies, churches, law
enforcement, and local governments, we are increasing the safety,
health, and well-being of our community.

November 2025

Dear Supporters & Friends,

| have definitely felt the power of resilience, commitment, and community
this year. We thank you for your unwavering support and loyalty.

Every day, The Bridge works with individuals who are being abused,
threatened, and isolated. Thousands of calls are placed to our 24-hour Crisis
Line from victims and survivors who rely on our team to answer, and our
dedicated team never misses their call. Earlier this year, the Federal dollars
that annually play a vital role in ensuring that The Bridge's support services
are readily available...weren't there. That funding was unexpectedly frozen,
reduced, and the continuing cuts have left our services, and so many others,
vulnerable and at risk.

We looked to our community, as we have so many times before, to help
build an essential safety net for our support services. | am filled with
gratitude for our incredible community, staff, Board of Directors, volunteers,
partners, and donors. Despite this year's challenges, we continued to
provide safety and support to more than 500 domestic and sexual assault
victims and their 651 children. Our prevention efforts continued as we
connected with local students in 57 classrooms to reduce their risk of
entering an unhealthy relationship, enhance their understanding of healthy
relationships, and prepare them for the ever-changing societal landscape.

The Bridge is strong, resilient, committed, and part of an amazing
community. Together, we are impacting lives. Although we will stay busy
supporting those in crisis over the holidays, we will also celebrate
the countless survivors who now sleep peacefully,
knowing they are safe.

From the bottom of my heart, thank you
for your support.

Suzanne Smith

Executive Director
The Bridge From Violence
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Celebrating Their Impact

United together, our outstanding team of 31 volunteers dedicated nearly 9,000
hours to raising awareness in our community and providing vital services to
survivors in our 5-county service area. Volunteers strengthen the foundation of The
Bridge and ensure survivors continue to receive support and advocacy during the
most vulnerable moments of their journey to safety.

This year, we shine a spotlight on a volunteer who

continues to exhibit a strong commitment to providing
hope and support to survivors. The countless hours

she has spent volunteering on our 24-hour Crisis
Hotline and during essential awareness events
have empowered countless survivors of
domestic violence across our service area.

= o Meet Marti Vanderhall

When Marti has a free moment outside of the
40 time she dedicates to her two sons and two dogs,

she embraces the joys of reading, yoga, concerts, time i
with friends & family, and giving back to her community. iy
In the past, Marti always volunteered at her children’s school and events.
Now that she has watched her kids grow from young kids to young adults, Marti
searched for new local volunteer opportunities. After discovering The Bridge and
learning more about the volunteer opportunities, Marti decided to become a Crisis
Line Volunteer and assist with awareness events.

2,367 572 Y4

calls to our survivors received childreninvolved in  families provided
24-hour crisis hotline crisis support crisis intervention safe shelter

“When | came across The Bridge, | admired their mission and work.
The Bridge is a place where victims can find dedicated and caring
people who will listen and help them. | hope that the people I listen to
know they are not alone and how strong they really are. They really
can go from surviving life to thriving in life.”

All of us at The Bridge extend our heartfelt appreciation for Marti and our entire team of
volunteers. Their steadfast commitment to shining a light of hope for survivors has built an
essential foundation for The Bridge to continue providing safety and support to our
community.

Want to Volunteer? Email Info@BridgeFromViolence.com 4



YOUTH PREVENTION &

Taking Action for the Future

At the center of our mission is not only the commitmentto a2 |
respond to crises but also to prevent them through A%
proactive education and awareness. Throughout the g
past year, we continued to launch innovative
collaborations and strengthen our initiatives to
empower our communities and schools with the
tools to foster a safer, more

informed environment.

Together We Create A Safer Tomorrow

The Bridge is proud to have continued expanding our prevention training
" to a wide range of local groups, including churches, government
_ agencies, law enforcement, and first-year college students. These
uniquely tailored training sessions are vital to equipping individuals
across our diverse community with the knowledge and tools to
proactively respond to instances of domestic violence, sexual
assault, stalking, and dating violence.

By utilizing education, prevention, and community engagement,
we are taking action to shape a future free from domestic

violence and sexual assault. Together, we are moving forward
toward a world where safety and respect are deeply
engrained in our interactions.

From July 2024 to June 2025, our outreach
initiatives reached over 2,200 local students. Led
by our Community Education Coordinator, Stacey
Lichtenberg, these programs fostered valuable
conversations among local students about how
to identify abusive behaviors, recognize the
impact of violence, and acknowledge the roles
everyone has in preventing it.

Supporting the Next Generation

Youth prevention education is vital to our goal of
. ) _ § preventing domestic violence and sexual assault
To further progress the impact of The Bridge's before they start. Educating local youth about the
prevention efforts, our team collaborates with local & ¥ foundational elements of healthy relationships,

organizations, businesses, and government agencies to *‘ e FON A A ol ﬂ consent, and respectful communication empowers
share our expertise in domestic violence and sexual il ' : y

" them with the tools to recognize and prevent bullying,
assault. Through these partnerships, we enhance our dating abuse, and violence.
community’s skills in identifying warning signs, providing
support, and creating a network of compassion for

SUrvivors. Along with our efforts to disrupt the cycle of violence,

these programs cultivate a culture of respect and
kindness that flows into our wider community. Last year,

5 7? 2 293 ., our Community Education Coordinator gave 519
’

revention presentations to local youth to build a safer future for our
Bresenta“ons g|ven local students reached present'day Communityand beyond.



COMMUNITY SUPPORT
United In

Our Everlasting Gratitude

This past year, we saw firsthand how your support created a ripple effect spreading far
beyond our survivor support services. Our community’s contributions fueled our progress
in raising awareness, shaping policies, and fostering safer communities. Looking back on
our achievements, we are reminded of the collective strength that continues to create
powerful change. The survivors who found safety, increased community awareness, and
growth in youth empowerment were made possible thanks to you. Our entire team is
deeply thankful for your continued support for survivors and our overall community.

Double Your Impact

To further secure access to The Bridge's services, the Rupert Dunklau Foundation has
graciously awarded The Bridge with a matching gift of up to $20,000. With this generous
gift, each dollar you give will have double the impact and go even further in supporting
those who have been impacted by domestic violence and sexual assault. We are deeply
thankful for your support and consideration.

Donating is simple and there are several ways to contribute to our mission:

¢ Mail-in Donations: Use the envelope provided in this annual report to
send a check or money order to The Bridge

¢ Online Donations: Visit our website to make a secure online donation using
your preferred payment method [BridgeFromViolence.com/Ways-To-Give].

¢ In-Kind Donations: Give items from our urgent needs list to make a tangible
impact in the lives of survivors [BridgeFromViolence.com/Needs-List-1]. 8




A SURVIVOR’S STORY

72/%0% Patn Inie Fewer

On average, it takes 7 attempts before a survivor leaves an abusive relationship for good.
For one local survivor, the story she shares about her own escape from domestic violence
shines a clear spotlight on the hardships survivors face when leaving.

Growing up in a protective family, she yearned to spread her wings and live life on her own
terms. After enrolling at Midland University, her world expanded and she longed to
connect with people who had grown up far away from Nebraska.

As she became more involved on campus, she found her path frequently crossing with a
carefree, popular student who came from the Big Island. After exchanging phone
numbers and spending time together at gatherings with friends, she couldn't stop herself
from daydreaming about the next time she would see him again. She found herself getting
closer to him and feeling like she was on cloud 9 when they were together.

In one night, he made a choice that would push her off of the cloud, and plummeting to
the ground.

He showed up d‘m‘g dofm/wm...ém% sul for a white, raped
me, M;%/v% :m%&w:e:. Then he beft, wilkhsul a care in Ve
werld., #&M/mz‘&éwﬁéafé&ﬁmd‘ed/mmm& Uhe whele
Ume.. There was a sadness Wl creplin M/p%él‘ ”

As time passed, he made small talk with her as if nothing had happened. Then, as her
senior year began, her relationship with him evolved into something more serious. Once
she moved back home, she spent more time at his place in an attempt to regain the
independence she missed from her time on campus. Initially, she loved hanging out with
his friends, but soon her carefree joy transformed into
overwhelming anxiety from his growing control and
The arguments escalated, the fights became more
frequent. .. and then he turned violent.

Months passed by filled with constant fighting,
which led her to move back in with her parents.
Their home provided a place for her to plan a
future away from Fremont, but when she told
him goodbye, he broke her cars side mirror,
) threw her phone into the snow, and did
everything he could to stop her. Somehow that
night, she found the courage and strength to get
into her car and drive away.

[J(,' g +tLme

T Lafk
CL%OLL‘l: Lt

She moved to Minnesota hoping that distance
would bring peace. Peace did come, but not long
after crossing paths with him after visiting a mutual
friend, she was pulled back into the chaos. After six
months of secretly dating, she was ready to leave again,
but this time it was different. She was pregnant with twins.

W, WWWU&WZ‘3W&% Z realized 7
/m@ M{&md%u'% b bve for.. Afler ée&y m/ed 0y him
WMW&/M&Z&IMM f&ﬂ(/ﬂ’!&x, 7 decided i
/m.:é'm&zfefd‘h%lw?/nb/:n e 4 &%wx&( ok up and
we/'éw&z‘aé&éuﬂfﬁéém Z;&Z‘M/mm%?fgg&/d@%
anay wnlil he was arrested.”

The relief brought by his arrest was short-lived. While he was incarcerated, scheduled
court-ordered visits brought the difficult challenge of leaving her 7-month-old daughters at
the prison with him for an hour. When they returned, she hid her heartbreak while she
comforted her distraught and crying babies. She relied heavily on Jennifer, her Advocate at
The Bridge, for support while she stayed strong for her girls. It was only when he was
released from prison and far away in Hawaii that her constant stress and fear began to
ease.

T om sure none of Ve stress and burC from Ursse Gimes witl ever be
comp ;méul‘ ou learn lo live with Uhe scars and mate
Grem & wmedo'% i;l‘ can sGH be beawliful, which I feel lite
Z have been able lo ds.”

Now with three beautiful daughters and a supportive partner, she closes her story with a
message of hope and healing,

“The Uhing absul ng (s Ual everyone has Uhelr ston way,
ard %ef iw%& way {w e. St ame@ne:%,f
can Cbelicve all of Vral was ever my é&.

fm:&ffa&/d&é&af&é»:w e
W WU% I survived. I am se
W:Z}ﬂ%e/' Gar I ever belicved.”

10



FINANCIAL
Vervien

We take great care to maximize the impact of every dollar we receive, ensuring that
our financial stewardship reflects the trust placed in us by our dedicated supporters,
donors, and communities we serve. Our commitment to fiscal responsibility allows us
to sustain and expand our efforts in advocating for a world free from violence and
abuse, and we remain deeply appreciative of the collective support that makes this
mission possible.

2024-2025 Expenses

$527,135
$201,790
$131,783
$47,500
$40,000

Crisis Support
Subrecipients*
Education & Prevention
Administrative

Development

Total $948,208

*The Bridge is committed to community and collaboration. The subrecipient dollars are
allocated to other partner agencies through collaborative grants

2024-2025 Revenue 50 3%

Federal & State Grants $701,608 74%

$162,093 18% 18%
$50,000 5%
$34,507 3%

Total $948,208

The fiscal year for The Bridge begins July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025
Proud Partner of the Fremont Area United Way

1"

Private Contributions
United Way

Special Events

OYTREACH
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263

financial
donors

3,036

social media
followers

67 7

awareness
events

in-kind
donations




Reflecting On
A Year of Impact

After traveling through the pages of this years |
annual Advocate Report, we hope you will join us in
taking a moment to pause and reflect on our
journey together thus far. The months between
July 2024 and June 2025 overflowed with resilience,
compassion, and our community's unwavering
commitment to prevent and eliminate domestic
violence and sexual assault for our generation and the
generations of the future.

This past year's progress stands as a testament to the remarkable strength of survivors,
the dedication of our staff and volunteers, and the support of our friends, supporters, and
the wider community. We faced unforeseen challenges, celebrated victories, and brought
a spotlight to the issues that matter most.

Your gifts provided through time, resources, and unwavering support made our work
throughout the year possible. Each and every contribution brought us closer to a safer,
more compassionate environment for all. The Bridge team is truly grateful for your trust,
commitment, and belief in our cause.

There is no doubt that together we are creating lasting change in our community. Looking to
the year ahead, we move forward with hope, determination, and sincere gratitude.

Allend An Event

Subscribe to our
newsletter and follow
us on social media.

Check out the calendar of
events we update
regularly on our website.

We have lots of
opportunities for you
to have an impact.

Qur Staff
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Jody Bykerk
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