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Penn State at the Paralympics

PSU athlete

is ‘awinner’
at more than
just sports

—__By Chuck Sypula__

“How’d she do?” the excited voice

came across loud and remarkably
clear via a cell phone from half a
world away.

The “she” was Maggie Redden,
the former Penn State Ability Athlet-
ics program athlete representing
the United States and Penn State
while competing on the world stage
at the recent Paralympic Games
held in Beijing.

I hesitated before answering, tak-
ing time to think through what ini-
tially appeared to be a rather simple
question.

I had traveled to the Games as a
fan of Redden’s, as a friend of her
coach, Teri Jordan, and as the
founder of the Lou Lamie Endow-
ment Fund.

The fund supports the PSU Abili-
ty Athletics program for disabled
PSU students and honors Lou
Lamie, the 1950-51 PSU basketball
team captain, the one-time PSU bas-
ketball career scoring record holder

and my uncle.

He died an untimely death in
1986.

An odd association, Lamie and Photos for the CDT/Chuck Sypula
Redden, to be sure. Maggie Redden, an athlete in the Penn State Ability Athletics program, represented the United States at the 2008 Paralympic Games in Beijing as a
wheelchair athlete in the 100 and 200 meter sprints and as an alternate in the 400 and 4 x 100 meter relay. Below: Redden competes in the Paralympic
Games at the “Bird’s Nest” National Stadium in Beijing.

Two generations apart and as dif-
ferent from each other as are the
eras in which they grew up, the cul-
tures from which they came and the
sports to which they were commit-
ted, Lamie and Redden are nonethe-
less connected by two common
links: Penn State athletics and a
character and persona that are truly
inspirational.

_ While young men openly and joy--

ously seek out and most often suc-
cessfully find their life heroes,
grown men do so quietly and long-
ingly and most often with far less
success.

I have been fortunate to have

~ found two to emulate, two to look up

_tommylife,,

Or perhaps it was they who have
found me.

Like iconic bookends, the two of
them sit to either side of my life, a
hero and heroine in the purest
sense of those terms; Lou, in my
youth, as a mentor and father fig-
ure, Maggie, in my later life, as a
precocious teacher far ahead of her
years.

Both are heroic figures to me for
the courageous way in which they
dealt with adversity in their lives.

Born in India, Maggie Redden
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National Stadium were competitive
and world class.

Maggie Redden raced to a time of
19.12 in the 100 meters and 35.28 in
the 200 meters and while both times
were only slightly off from her best
career marks and just barely missed
qualifying her for the event finals,
tlétlay were, nonetheless, remark-
able.
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