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Combination Permit Application 
 Information Sheet 

A Combination permit application allows you to include trade and excavation work on your building 
permit application. This may streamline the permit process and provide certain benefits: 

1. ALL reviews are assigned to the same reviewer, except for plumbing and electrical submission 
requiring plans.

2. ALL reviewers have access to the same information.

3. Trade permits may be approved early-on in the development process and can be issued as 
soon as the sub-contractor is named. Approval of MEP plans is one of the most commonly 
reported construction delays and early approval will help you avoid it.

4. If you elect to accelerate your application, all reviews are performed under one accelerated 
review fee which can save you thousands of dollars.

NOTE: NO permits will be advanced to issuance until ALL reviews are approved. If you are working 
under a tight deadline and your trade permits require plans, this may not be the right option for your 
project. Excavation permits must be issued prior to the start of work for affected projects. 

 

 

Entering a cost of work for the trade and/or excavation permits 
WILL trigger the combination application. If you do not want to file 
a combination permit (and it is not mandatory for your project), 
set values to ‘0’. 
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One-or-Two Family Residential Permit (RP) 
 

Does my project require the submission of a combination permit? 

• A combination permit for Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing, and Fire Suppression trade 
permits is mandatory for a one-or two-family new construction Residential Permit.  

• A combination permit for Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing, and Fire Suppression trade 
permits is optional for one- or two-family alterations and/or additions. 

NOTE: A 3 or more family falls under a Commercial Permit (not a Residential Permit).  

• If your project includes excavation more than five feet below grade, an excavation permit is 
mandatory UNLESS you obtain an excavation site permit in advance.  

o Where an excavation permit is part of the combination permit you must check the 
excavation project box in the ‘project details’ page of the building permit application to 
trigger excavation requirements. 

o Where an excavation permit is obtained in advance, you must uncheck the excavation 
project box in the ‘project details’ page and enter the excavation permit number as a 
Related Permit on the building permit application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What permits are mandatory as part of a combination permit? 

• Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing trade permits are mandatory.  

• Fire Suppression trade permit is optional. 

• If your project includes excavation more than five feet below grade, an excavation permit is 
mandatory UNLESS you obtain an excavation site permit in advance. 

https://www.phila.gov/services/permits-violations-licenses/apply-for-a-permit/building-and-repair-permits/get-an-excavation-site-permit/
https://www.phila.gov/services/permits-violations-licenses/apply-for-a-permit/building-and-repair-permits/get-an-excavation-site-permit/
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 What information must be provided? 

• The estimated cost associated with each trade / excavation permit. 

• Basic information on quantities used to determine permit fees. 

• The EZ Ductwork and Warm-Air Appliance standard must be uploaded where applicable.  

• Excavation work exceeding five feet in depth below adjacent grade require: 

o plans. 

o a geotechnical investigation report signed by a professional engineer. 

o engineering design calculations. 

• Projects that include excavation work that impacts an adjacent property require: 

o a pre-construction survey.  

o a monitoring plan. 

o an acknowledgement of receipt form.  

• Pre-approvals may be required for your project (i.e. Streets, PWD, etc). 

• Most trade permits DO NOT require plans for residential projects with the exception of Electrical 
permit applications with a service exceeding 200A. 

o For electrical work of 200A or less, both boxes in the application MUST be selected. 
Failure to do so will trigger a false requirement to upload plans. See below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The licensed Electrical Inspection Agency must be named on the application. 

• No contractors are required to be named UNTIL the permit is ready to be picked up. 

• A copy of the electrical contractor may be deferred until electrical permit issuance. 

 

https://www.phila.gov/documents/ez-permit-applications-permits-without-plans/
https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/resources/construction-that-impacts-an-adjacent-property/#/
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Commercial Permit (CP) and Site Utility Permit (SP) 
 

 

 

Does my project require the submission of a combination permit?  

• A combination permit is optional for a Commercial Permit or Site Utility Permit.  

Note: A 3 or more family falls under a Commercial Permit (not a Residential Permit). 

• If your project includes excavation more than 5 feet below grade, an excavation permit is 
mandatory UNLESS you obtain an excavation permit in advance.  

o Where an excavation permit is part of the combination permit you must check the 
excavation project box in the ‘project details’ page of the building permit application to 
trigger excavation requirements. 

o Where an excavation permit is obtained in advance, you must uncheck the excavation 
project box in the ‘project details’ page and enter the excavation permit number as a 
Related Permit on the building permit application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What permits are mandatory as part of a combination permit? 

• Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing and Fire Suppression trade permits are optional.   

• If your project includes excavation more than 5 feet below grade, an excavation permit is 
mandatory UNLESS you obtain an excavation site permit in advance. 

 
 
 

 

https://www.phila.gov/services/permits-violations-licenses/apply-for-a-permit/building-and-repair-permits/get-an-excavation-site-permit/
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What information must be provided? 

• The estimated cost associated with each trade permit. 

• Basic information on quantities used to determine permit fees. 

• The Commercial EZ standards must be uploaded where applicable.  

• Excavation work exceeding five feet in depth below adjacent grade requires: 

o plans. 

o a geotechnical investigation report signed by a professional engineer. 

o engineering design calculations. 

• Projects that include excavation work that impacts an adjacent property requires: 

o a pre-construction survey.  

o a monitoring plan. 

o an acknowledgement of receipt form.  

• Pre-approvals may be required for your project (i.e. Streets, PWD, etc). 

• The licensed Electrical Inspection Agency must be named on the application. 

• No contractors are required to be named UNTIL the permit is ready to be picked up. 

• A copy of the electrical contractor may be deferred until electrical permit issuance. 

• Plans are always required for any plumbing, fire suppression, or electrical work included on 
the Site Utility Permit.  

o For electrical work of 200A or less, both boxes in the application MUST be selected. 
Failure to do so will trigger a false requirement to upload plans. See below. 

 

 
 
 

https://www.phila.gov/documents/ez-permit-applications-permits-without-plans/
https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/resources/construction-that-impacts-an-adjacent-property/#/
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Questions 

  Call 311 or (215) 686-8686 (if outside Philadelphia) or submit an online form via http://www.phila.gov/li/get-help.  

http://www.phila.gov/li/get-help

