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Executive Summary

GBYV is a pandemic that has wide ranging implications for the economy of a country.
Addressing it is critical and requires interventions at various levels including institutional,
legal and policy amongst others. It is a worldwide phenomenon and Mausting i

exception.

The aim of this research is mainly to analyse the cost of GBV for women, children, teenagers
and LGBTQI+ people in Mauritius and suggest legislative and structural changes. A mixed
method approach, that is, both qualitative and quantitative methodolbgiesbeen used

to achieve the objectives of the study. The qualitative phase comprised a focus group
discussion targeting some 20 stakeholders from NGOs, ministries and relevant public
departments and the private sector, who provided rich data on thetslibge discussions
resulted in the emergence of key themes to inform the second phase of the study which is a
guantitative analysis targeting 700 women and 300 LGBTQI+ people. Responses from 620
women and 227 LGBTQI+ persons were received, and the stindings have been
thoroughly analysed. A descriptive analysis was conducted to throw light on the GBV
situation in Mauritius. Furthermore, estimates of the relevant direct and indirect costs of
GBV have been computed. In addition, a Partial Least SquaretBal Equation Model
(PLSSEM) was applied to analyse relationships between the different proposed constructs
(GBV Prevalence, Controlling behaviour, Emotional Abuse, Awareness and Effectiveness
of Legislations, Educational loss, Personal Costs, H€adts, LegalCosts,and Indirect
Costs). Some of the key findings of the research are the existence of a positive relationship
between awareness and effectiveness of the legislation. Prevalence of GBV is positively
related to educational loss, indirectsts,and personal cost$he most prevalent forms of

GBV among women, children, teenagers and LGBTQI+ people are venhational,and
psychological violenceBased on the findings, several recommendations have been made

to further amplify the extentf@fforts being made to curb GBV in Mauritian society.
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Chapter 1 Introduction

GenderBased Violence (GBV) has been heavily researched in the past decades (Heise,
Ellsberg and Gottmoeller, 2002; Joleh al, 2020). GBV is deeply rooted in gender
inequality and abuse of powdt.can be defined as any form plfiysical, sexual, mental,

and moral violence that occurgaanst any individual discriminating based on their gender.
Although sex and gender are often employed interchangeably in common usage, they are
distinct concepts. While sex relates to the biological aspects shaped by the anatomy of an
individual and is assigned at birth, gender is rather socially determinedhHrebgviours

and attributes of the individual. Since gender identity is based on the personal perception of

the self, gender is recognised on a spectrum which is subject to evolve.

The Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) (2020), defines sex as:
Afa set of biological attributes in humans ¢
physical and physiological features including chromosomes, gene expression, hormone
levels and function, and reproductive/sexual anatomy. Sex is usually categoriesthkes
or male but there is variation in the biological attributes that comprise sex and how those

attributes are expressed. o0

On the other hand, the CIHR addresses gender as:
fithe socially constructed roles, behaviours, expressions and identitieslsyf g
women, boys, men, and gender diverse people. It influences how people perceive themselves
and each other, how they act and interact, and the distribution of power and resources in
society. Gender identity is not confined to a binary (girl/woman,nbay) nor is it static;
it exists along a continuum and can change over time. There is considerable diversity in
how individuals and groups understand, experience and express gender through the roles
they take on, the expectations placed on them, relatwithsothers and the complex ways
that gender is institutionalized in society.o

As a serious violation of human rights, the UNHCR (n.d.) regards GBV as any harmful act

perpetrated against a person because of his or her gender. In the Southern African



Devdopment Community (SADC), GBV can be described as the most prevalent and
unacknowledgedform of violence against humabeings CEDAW (Committee on
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women) defined GBV as a type of violence that is
mainly targeéd at women. Various international (such as the United Nations) and local
organisationgsuch as Gender Links and other Neavernmental Organisations) have been
raising the alam on the pressing challenges being posed by gdvased violence in the
daily lives (such as in the household, in the workplace, in the community and society in
general) of each individual, including women, children, teenagers and other sexual
minorities. They are engaged in numerongiatives to sensitise and to decrease the
prevalence of GendeBased Violence. GBV can be said to be present everywhere, starting

from the home, the society, the community, the workplace, and the country.

1.1 Background and Context

Gendetbased violence is often @sdndearkirkkg 20d8, a s
UNESCO, 2019). This is due to the underreporting and absence of universal indicators.
Several socieultural factors dissuade victims from reporting cases of abusedin
official channels, including fear of social stigmattitudes,and social pressures. The
Ministry of Gender Equality and Family Welfare operates a computerised system for the
registration of reported cases of domestic violence, called Domestic \&digiacmation
System (DOVIS). This system was implemented with the aim to eas®hisation and
collection of data (Ministry of Gender Equality and Family Welfare, n.d). However, many
casesare not reportedue to fear of retaliation and thteaby abusers, taboos, and many
other factors that result in a reluctance to report the matter. Often, victims believe or are
made to believe that this is a normal @itacia, 2004Folami, 2014) The lack of sufficient

and reliable data constitutesrajor impediment in the fight against GBV. The available
figures and datdo not depict a true picture of the nature and extent of prevalence of GBV.

The Council of Europe (2022) elaborated on the various types of GBV that take place

namely: physical vience, domestic violence, sexual violence, verbal violence,

t

he



psychological violence, and soes@onomic violence amongst others. For the purpose of
this work,GBV has been categorised into 4 dimensions:

a. Physical Violence

Physical violence is any form of violence that includes beating, burning, kicking, punching,

or killing. It is also associated with the ill use of objects or weapons against an individual.

b. Sexual Violence

Sexual violence can be related to any formsiofence, like, sexual assaulpe,and sexual
abuse (noftonsensual sexual intercourse, harassment). According to researchers, sexual
violence is a very complex term to be defined as the act takes different dimensions, that is,

between adults or betweadult and a child or teenager.

C. Verbd, Emotional and Psychological Violence

Verbal violence can be said to be the most common form of violence which englobes a wide
spectrum of behaviours like verbally accusing, undermining, threateniritfliriog
commanding, silencing, blaming, swearing, and openly condemning someone amongst
others. Emotional violence can be described as a pattern of behaviour where the perpetrator
constantly insults, humiliates, and instil fear in the victim to bettetrob him/her.
Psychological violence can be described as the use of words afmhysioal actions to
deliberately intimidate, manipulate, hurt, frighten, or weaken someone.

d. Economic Violence
Economic violence takes place when the perpetrator prohibits his partner from having

access to financial resources (money, house, and other economic resources) with a view to

abuse and better control the victim.



GBYV occurs in all societies, social classesl cultural groups, and it is a global pandemic

that affects one in three women in their lifetime,-g@VID-19 (World Bank, 2019 The
intersection of marginalisation and discrimination made certain groups of women more
susceptible to GBV and COVHD9 pandemics. These intersecting social identities of
vulnerability need equal attentido eradicate inequality, (Bmini, 2021) GBV increased
significantly during the lockdown periods of the Cowil pandemic(UN Women, 2020).

Thi s situati on r e mi nedatl e¢al have the cowtiogent dnitigatihg t h e

mechanismm f or t he protect i opngirlydndindivieualsrohvarpusn al i s e d,

gender identities (Dlamini, 2021, p. 583).

In Mauritius, overcoming the problem of GBV has been an ongoing challenge since the past
decades, with a landmark point being achieved withaloption of the Protection from
Domestic Violence Act for the first time in 1997. Since then, there have been various
developments with the construction of shelfersvomen and the establishment of various
NGOs that attempt to address the issue. Yet, there is still a long way Theydlational

Audit Office (NAO) in its report on the accounts of the government for the financial year
20202021 noted several challenges faced by the Ministry of Gender Equality and Welfare
(2022, p. 324324). These include necompliance with conditins of contracts by NGOs

for the management of government shelters;ecampliance in the foster care system and
delays in the implementation of the Information Management System for the monitoring of
shelters. The Ministry was urged to undertake bettenitmiing to ensure stricter
compliance with the regulations and identify and address the challenges faced by the Child
Day Care Centres. Moreover, in its previous report, the NAO noted other issues which have
not yet been fully resolved. For instance, ¢hisran undeutilisation of the Child Protection
Register (CPR). There is no centralised database or other reported cases that do not relate
to emergency protection orders rather occurrence books are used to record manually cases
of child abuse. Furtherme, delay was also noted in the construction of shelters (NAO,
2022, p. 325; 4249432).


https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7723732/#bibr9-0896920520975465

1.1.1 Economic Implications of GBV

Research conducted in Mauritiwgéth regard to violence, including domestic violence and
GBV demonstrates that women, teenagars] children are most vulnerable to violence
(e.g., Bhowon and Munbauhal, 2005; Gokulsing and TandfRggoobur, 2014;
Ramtohul, 2016; Georgijevic and Bud&eholtz, 2022). Recent reviews are also now
pointing at discrimination and GBV reported agaihstit GBTQIl+ communitfFokeerbux

and Lasavanne, 2022; Fokeerbux and Lasavanne,.2017)

Domestic violence has an intrusive and deep infliction on the economy of a country. While
some are more visible and can be measured directly, others are less appahaveaand

more profound and lonkasting effect on the economy. The direct costs such as the medical
and legal expenses are the immediate costs to the victim and the government. The loss of
productive output due to absenteeism, the decrease in productiwitg to mental and
physical problems, and reduced investment in human capital due to the inability to engage
in continuous professional development are some of the costs that employers usually have
to bear. The damage to victims can even affect their ptvduyears of life due to physical

and mental impairment. The European Institute for Gender Equality (2021) estimated the
costs of GBV across the BO be Eurd366 billion a yearA study of the UNDP in 201for
Mauritius, revealed that the economic costs of domestic violence to the state amounts to
MUR 2 billion per year (Dabee and Beejan, 2020).

Ouedraogo and Stenzel (202da)nd thata 1%-point increase in the share of women subject

to violence can decreaseomomic activities by up to 8%, mainly due to a decrease in female
employment. Their study showed that violence against women has a more detrimental
impact on economic development in times of economic downturnsefidetis also more
severe in economiegevoid of protective laws against domestic violence and in countries

where women are deprived of decisimaking power.
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According to UN Women (2016), violence against women costs is estimated to be around
US$1.5 trilliont (estimated to represent 2% of the global GDP). The survey of studies by
Duvvury et al. (2013)conducted on the cost estimates for intimate partneenvie! (IPV)
revealed that the costs tend to range between 1.2% and 2% of GDP. The study of the
European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) in 2021 on the cost of GBV and IPV for the
European Union showed that the cost of gefidesed violence against womevas more

than EUR 290 billion, that is, 79% of the total cost of GBV against women and men.
Intimate partner violence against women was estimated to cost EU member countries
around EUR 152 billion which represented 87% of the total costs of IPV aganstmw

and men. The figures were derived from an extrapolation of the estimated cost for the UK
to EU member countries through an adjustment of the estimates to the population size of

each EU Member country.

The estimation of the economic costs of violeaoe mostly based on specific survey data

referred to as the typical case which is then used in a simulation model for a full coverage
scenari o. The Commonweal th Secretariat facild@
Costs of Violence Against Women a@itls (2022) advocated for this approach on the basis

that official statistics produce a significant underestimation of the economic costs of

violence against women and girls. The method thus estimated an overall economic cost of

violence against women amgirls of SCR 893.13 million for Seychelles in 2016 and M

1926.0 million for Lesotho in 2017, (Commonwealth Secretariat, 2020).

Other studies have adopted malzeel estimates (i.e., full coverage scenario) of the
economic cost of violence against womehich relies on age cohort population data to
extrapolate estimates based on administrative and survey data. This approach is particularly
appropriate in case of high undeported cases, which is particularly the situation in
developing countries or wheofficial data are too weak. The UNFPA and DFID (2017)

1 This figure includes private, public and social costs.

2 The studies were conducted in the USA, UK, Australia, Bangladesh, Nicaragua, Chile, Mblgacda,
and Vietnam.

11



incorporated macrevel estimates based on the unckporting of GBV cases against
women by extrapolating the prevalence rates from official sources onto the female
population (aged 15 to 59) in Ukine to determine the number of GBV victims. The study
demonstrated that the madeyel cost estimates were 20 times greater than the costs
calculated using official data (i.e., the typical case). The UNFPA and DFID contended that
international researchhewed that for each $1 that was spent in preventing GBV would
result in $5 to $20 of savings in future service cost to the economy. The findings of Duvvury
et al. (2012) also communicated both a higher estimate of GBV cases and costs under the
macrolevel analysis rather than based on official data. A recent study of the UNDP (2022)

in Ethiopia, using quantitative modelling (including propensity score matching) revealed
that the aggregate cost of intimate partner violence which includes costs for women and
households, as well as the potential cost of service provision, was around USD
1,312,652,927 which represents 1.21% of the coc
how IPV significantly constrains the economy since it negatively impacts the economic

security and welbeing of the victims and households.

A survey conducted in South Africa estimated the annual cost of gbadged violence
between 0.9% and 1.3% of GDP for the year 2012/2013 (KPMG, 2014). In Ghana, the cost
of violence against women angirls was calculated to be around 0.9% of GDP
(Raghavendra et al., 2019).

The study of Fearon and Hoeffler (2014) revealed that the global cost estimates of domestic
violence, violence against women and against children amounts to 11.1%, 5.3% and 4.3%
of the global GDP respectively. Their findings also indicated high béne#t ratios for

strategies implemented to prevent violence. The World Bank (2019) estimated that the cost

of violence against women could amount to 3.7% GDP in certain countries.

12



1.2 Current Legislations

Legislations act as a deterrent against violence. Mauritius has enacted laws that prohibit or
criminalise various forms of gendbased violence such as domestic violence, sexual
exploitation and abuse, sexual harassment, child agai amongst others. The
implementation of these legislations was triggered by the commitment of the government
under various international treaties as well as the mandate and objective of the state to

prevent and protect victims of GBV.

The Constitutoro f Maur i tius as the countryds supr eme
fundamental human rights and freedom of each citizen under Chapter Il which was mainly
inspired by the European Convention on Human Rights (Budoo and Mahadew, 2020). These
rights applyregardless of race, place of origin, political opinions, colour, creed, or sex.
Sections 6 and 7 of the Constitution enshrines the rights of the citizens to be free from
slavery, forced labour and from torture, degrading or inhuman treatment. Additjahally
Constitution provides protection from discrimination based on race, place of origin, political
opinions, colour, creed, or sex. All citizens are free to enjoy all rights without distinction.
Unfortunately, there are exceptions to the prohibitionis¢rdmination under Section 16.

For instance, Section 16(4)(pjovides an exceptioregardingpersonal matters such as
marriage, divorce and inheritance which could poggjhe rise tadiscrimnatory treatment

under the lawgUN CEDAW, 2018)In the corext of marriage, sargex marriages are not
subject to protection or spousal rights despite there being no distinction under the law as to

whether the partners have to be of different or same sex (OECD, 2019).

Section 17 of the Constitution equally empo# any person, whose rights (those listed
under Chapter Il) have been or are likely to be violated, to seek redress from the Supreme
Court
(1) Where any person alleges that any of sections 3 to 16 has been, is being or is
likely to be contravened in relation to him, then, without prejudice to any other
action with respect to the same matter that is lawfully available, that person may

apply tothe Supreme Court for redress.
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(2) The Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction to hear and determine any
application made by any person in pursuance of subsection (1), and may make such
orders, issue such writs and give such directions as it masiaer appropriate for
the purpose of enforcing, or securing the enforcement of, any of sections 3 to 16 to
the protection of which the person concerned is entitled:
Provided that the Supreme Court shall not exercise its powers under this subsection
if it is satisfied that adequate means of redress for the contravention alleged are or
have been available to the person concerned under any other law.
(3) The Supreme Court shall have such powers in addition to those conferred by this
section as may be presceith for the purpose of enabling that court to exercise the
jurisdiction conferred upon it by this section more effectively.
(4) The Chief Justice may make rules with respect to the practice and procedure of
the Supreme Court in relation to the jurisdictiand powers conferred upon it by
or under this section (including rules with respect to the time within which
applications to that court may be made).
Nevertheless, it must be noted that this constitutional remedy can only be used as a last
resort, that iswhere the concerned person has exhausted all remedies that may be available

under other laws.

GBYV victims can further report cases under different provisions of the law such as the
Independent Police Complaints Commission Act 2016, the Protectiommeéhl Rights Act

1998 amongst others. The Independent Police Complaints Commission Act 2016
establishes the Independent Police Complaints Commission which is responsible for the
investigation of complaints (except corruption and money laundering) frgnperson
regarding any act of a police officer in the execution of their duties. Section 10(2) of the Act
specifically provides that the complaint must be made within one year from the day on
which the complainant took notice of the act, conduct or onmsgias only in special
circumstances that the Commission may investigate a complaint brought to its attention after
one year. Citizens can also have recourse to the Office of the Ombudsman which can
investigate any alleged act of maladministration thay tmve caused them prejudice. The
Protection of Human Rights Act 1998 also entitles citizens of Mauritius to lodge complaints
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with the National Human Rights Commission in case of any breach or potential breach of
their human rights as stipulated in thenSutution of the country. The National Human
Rights Commission has the power to investigate such breaches or complaints made against

a member of the police force.

Enacted to promote equal opportunities and proscribe discrimination, the Equal
Opportunities Act 2008 adds further to the existing provisions of the Constitution regarding
sex discrimination. It forbids both direct and indirect discrimination against persons
including amongst other things their sexual orientation which has been defined as
Ahomasal i ty, bi sexuality or heterosexualityo
victimisation in different contexts including employment, education, supply of goods or
services, housing, conveyance of immovable property, amongst others. The Act also
crimindises sexual harassment perpetlaségainst another persoAny person guilty of
sexual harassment is liable to a maximum fine of MUR 100,000 and 5 years of
imprisonment. It must be noted that the Act under Section 26 also captures acts of sexual
harassment that have been committed at work. Nevertheless, Sé8ticaters for
circumstances under which sex discrimination is permissible for instance, where it is an
occupational requirement that the employee has to be of a particular sex to be qualified for
the job, promotion, transfer, or training. The Act also les for an independent body, the
Equal Opportunities Commission which is mandated to investigate discrimination
complaints and reconcile the parties to the dispute after hearing them. The Commission is
also empowered to refer, after its investigation, tase to the Director of Public
Prosecutions or Equal Opportunities Tribunal in case ofcoonpliance with the Act.

The Workersé Rights Act 2019 under Section 5
several grounds including gender, sex, and seatiahtation. The Act maintained the

existing provisions of the repealed Employment Rights Act 2008 to prevent discriminatory

treatment against another person. For instance, Section 26 expressly stipulates that
employees are entitled to equal remunerat@mmwork or equal value. Protection against
violence in the workplace is also enshrined i

the law, Section 114(3) provides for the vicarious liability of the employer for violence in
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the workplace, including sealharassment perpetrated by an employee or third party. This
liability applies where the employer has actual or constructive knowledge of the violence
and did not take reasonable action to stop the violence within 15 days from the day that the
act is broght to his attention. Moreover, to restrict any undesirable act of violence or
harassment in the workplace, physical search cannot be performed on the employees. The
Employment Relations Act 2008 grants the right to workers to either set up or join a trade
union free from any discrimination on various grounds including sex and sexual orientation.
Mauritius ratified the Violence and Harassment Convention, 2019 (No. 190) in 2021 to
protect workers irrespective of the contractual status. It applies to polprizate sectors,
formal and informal sectors as well as urban and rural areas. Under Article 28 of the
Criminal Code, any person who uses words or gestures which are oliadesent,or
offensive in the public space would be considered a rogue antoratyand be liable to
conviction. Moreover, Article 91A of the Criminal Code criminalises importuning whereby

apersonsolicitisa mportune another in a public space fif

The Combating of Trafficking in Persons Act 2009 was enactedauritius to give effect
to the United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organised Crime (2003a). It is aimed at ptexggeand combating trafficking
in persons as well as protecting and assisting the victims. Under the Act, all types of
trafficking of adults and children, convicted offenders may be subject to an imprisonment

penalty of 15 years.

The Protection from Donstic Violence Act 1997 prohibits any act of violence perpetrated

or any threat to commit such an act by a person against his spouse, a child of his spouse, or
another person residing under the same house. In particular, the Act provides protection
againstphysical, verbal, psychological and any form of violence/intimidation, detention

agai nst oneds will, as wel | as damage to the
victims of domestic violence to apply for either a protection, an occupationeoaacty

order from a district court. These orders have been designed to prohibit the perpetrator from

accessing the residence inhabited by the victims and from engaging in any act of domestic
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violence against the victims. The protection order has beennaesig proscribe the
perpetrator from committing the act of violence against the applicant; the occupation order
and tenancy order permits the victims exclusive right to reside in the house that they own
or rent respectively. A breach of any of these @@ mnounts to a criminal offence, which

is subject to a fine not exceeding MUR 50,000 and a term of imprisonment, not more than
4 years. The fine and term of imprisonment for a second breach are not exceeding 2 years
and a fine not more than MUR 100,000pestively. The perpetrator in the event of any

subsequent breach is liable to imprisonment of not more than 5 years.

In 2022 thr ee | aws came into force: the Childrenod
Register Act 2020, and the Childrenés Court A
of abuse. The Childrends Act 2020 represents
of the previous Child Protection Act 1994 which was in place for 26 years (Gender Links,

2022). Fo instancethe Act abolished child marriage and emancipation through marriage

whereby children ageldetweenl6 and 18 years could get married with paretaakent as

per Article 1450f the Civil CodeMinors do not have the right to live in cohabitation. Any

person who forces a child below 18 years to either get married or live in cohabitation is

liable to a fine of MUR 1 million and imprisonment of not mdnan 10 years. Offences

such as revenge pornography, sexual abuse, bullying and cybercrimes against children have

also been catered for in the Act. Section 14(1) of the Act by expressly prohibiting corporal
punishment of children ensures that they ardegted against corporar humiliating

punishment which is defined in Section 14(3yfaany f or m of puni shment
pain or suffering to a child through,. but not
This means that no physical or hiliating punishment can be employed to discipline a

child. While the previous Act prohibited-lieatment, it did not expressly address corporal

punishment. Any contravention of this protection is liable to a fine of up to MUR 200,000

and imprisonment afiot more than 5 yearH.is reported that with this reform, Mauritius

became the 65th and the 12th country worldwide and in Africa respectively to protect

children from corporal punishment (End Violence Against Women, 2@22).Chi | dr en 6 s

Court comprisingboth a protection and a criminal division has also been set up with the
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exclusive jurisdiction to hear and decide matters involving children. A register of sex
offenders has also been addressed in the law for the police to monitor abusers.

1.3 National Stategies

In 2020, the government published a national strategy and action plan for the elimination of
gendetbased violence 2020024. The National Strategy and Action Plan rests upon four
areas:(1) bringing a change in societal norms and beliefs; (@yipsing the need of the
victims; (3) enhancing the legal framework and the services provided by mstiiation

and policy framework, capacity building of stakeholders; and (4) monitoring and evaluation.
It is reported that workshops have recentgei organised by the Ministry of Gender
Equality and Family Welfare, the Ministry of Health and Wellness and the United States
Embassy to raise awareness of various stakeholders on drséel violence (Le Matinal,
2022; US Embassy in Seychelles and Mausj 2021). In 2021, the Ministry of Gender and
Equality and Family Welfare entered a Memorandum of Understanding with the Mauritius
Research and Innovation Council (MRIC) for the implementation of an observatory for
GBV. The aim of the observatory iseézamine the current situation and evolution of GBV

in Mauritius; to make recommendations on how the existing services and facilities offered
by both public and private sector to GBV victims can be improved; and conduct research
and produce technical repsron the identification and assessment of the nature and
evolution of GBV (Government Information System, 2021).

Given the surge in the number of domestic violence during the @éviindemic a mobile

appl i dadtEis@nw,asip ons or e avastaynchedcby theaMihi3tRy ,of Gender
Equality and Family Welfare in 2020. This application can be used by victims who have
access to a smart phone and internet connection to seek assistance from the police by merely
activating a panic button which senas alert to the nearest police station. Once alerted,
physical intervention will be performed by a police family protection unit officer and in case

of any further intervention is required, the officers of the Police Family Protection Unit and

the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family Welfare will support the victims with
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psychological services as well as admission in shelters. Furthermore, under the Legal Aid
and Legal Assistance Act 1973, victims of gerdased violence can seek legal aid or

assistance.

The Ministry of Gender Equality and Family Welfare has under its aegis several
departments to implement the legal framework for the protection against domestic violence.
These include the Family Welfare and Protection Unit which develops and implement
policies and programs to support families and tackle gelpalsed violence; procures legal

and psychosocial support to victims and their children; helps with the application of
protection, occupation or tenancy orderswadl as ancillary orders regardifgrniture but
atenancyorder has to first be applied fapd provides counselling services to abusers; as
well as referral to appropriate institutions (Ministry of Gender Equality and Family Welfare,
n.d.). To make its services more accessible to themscithese services are provided
through 6 regional offices (family support bureaux).

The Child Development Unit (CDU) is another unit operating under the Ministry of Gender

Equality and Family Welfare which is responsible for the development and impbdinen

of policies and programs for childrends devel
form of child abuse, followup assistance is provided to the children, including
accompanying the victims for medical care. The officers of this unit also catabeith

the police where an official statement needs
pour | a protection de | a familled (previously
which addresses cases of child abuse and juvenile delinquerayi(iMs Police Force,

n.d.).

However, despite the existing legal framework and the continuing changes in the laws and
institutional support to tackle this scourge, geragsed violence remains a serious problem
affecting our society, particularly womeahildren, teenagers and LGBTQI+. While the
laws are in place, enforcement and prosecution remain a challergevistims are still

scared to report cases. Although the recent statistics reveal a fall in the number of reported
cases of GBV, however, thdoes not reflect a true picture of the prevalence in Mauritius.
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Additionally, the different stakeholders (police, and judiciary amongst othera)sar@ot
adequately equipped to properly address gebdsed violence cases (Advisory Committee

on Reinforcement of Framework for Protection against Domestic Violence, 2014).

1.4 Purpose and Scope

The purpose of this research is to:

1. map the different forms of Gender based violence (GBV) and the impact of GBV on
the individual and the State of the Republic of Mauritius.

2. provide an analysis of the cost of GBV against women, children, teenagers and
LGBTQI+ people in Mauritius and a shggregation of that cost through different
determinants, inclusive of but not limited to educational settings, healthcare, inclusive of
mental health, counselling sessions, workforce, the criminal justice system, NGOs, and
welfare services.

3. showcase @ analysis of where the burden of GBV cost lies, in relation to the
individual and the State.

4. provide an analysis of the cost, also portraying a comparison of such cost against
that of legislative and structural changes.

5. include a proposal of legiglae and structural changes required in the Republic of

Mauritius.

1.5 Different categories of victims of GBV considered in the current study

This study analyses the impact of GBV on women, children, teenagers and the LGBTQI+
community. Although merare also victims of GBV in different communities including
Mauritius, the scope of the research in so far as calculating the economic costs of GBV is
concerned, is limited to women, children, and teenagers, including the LGBTQI+

community.
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1.5.1 Women

Various studies on GBV related that women tend to be prime victims of GBV (Muéineh

al., 2020; Johret al, 2020). According to Garcislorenoet al (2013), 30% of women

since the age of 15 have at least experienced one form of GBV in their life. Melualeh
(2020) believed that GBV is mostly prevalent in Skdtharan African countries due to the
patriarchal nature of the constitution of the society which puts women at the weaker
position. According to the UN Women (n.d.), women and girls are very sulgjkcted to
physical, sexual, and psychological forms of violek@e. Mauritius, in 2021, the Ministry

of Gender Equality and Family Welfare recorded 1,654 cases of domestic violence (86.7%
of the victims were female) which is one form of GBV fallimgthe category of physical,
sexual,and economic violence, out of which around 36.2% of female victims of domestic
violence were physically assaulted by their spouse or partner while 27.2% were subject to
verbal assault. 13% indicated being the victim obaéassault by other persons living in

the same house. 28.7% and 19% of the male victims reported having faced verbal assault
and physical assault respectively by their spouse or partner while 25.2% suffered from
verbal assault perpetrated by other pesdonng in the same house (Statistics Mauritius,
2022) The number of crime rates reported against women has experienced an increase

during these past 2 years according to Macrotrends (2022).

1.5.2 Children and Teenagers

The WHO (2022) reported that in 2021, up to 1 billion children and teenagers from 2 to 17
years old have been victims of various forms of violence, namely, physical, sexual,
emotional or neglect. This figure captures all forms of violence comniigepaents,
caregivers, peers, romantic partners, or strangesCEF (2020) also provides an alarming
picture of the violence perpetrated against children and teenagers. It reported that around
176 million children aged below 5 years had a mother who wagienate partner violence

victim while 300 million children aged between 2 to 4 have repeatedly been victim of

violence committed against them by their caregivers. Around 1 out of 3 students aged 13
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15 in the world are victims of bullying while 10% ofilclien do not have legal protection
against corporal punishment. Around 15 million adolescent girls aged 15 to 19 have been
victims of forced sex in their lives (UNICEF, 2020). AccordingStatistics Mauritius
(2020), around 57% of the reported casesamheistic violence concerned women and the
most prevalent forms of abuse were psychological/emotional. In 2021, Statistics Mauritius
reported 86.7% cases of domestic violence where women were vitttitdguritius, the

Child Development Unit has reported ecdease in the number of child abuse cases from
5,917 in 2020 to 4,746 in 2021 (Statistics Mauritius, 2022). Out of this figure, 58.6% were
female victims. Child custody was the major cause of the abuse (25.3% and 21.5% for males
and females respectivelyln the reported cases of psychological abuse among females
(16.7%), the victims also faced neglect (13.1%) and sexual abuse (13.1%). For males, in
19.1% of the cases of neglect, the victims also faced psychological (18.8%) and physical
abuse (13.8%).

It has been estimated that the world economic costs associated with physical, psychological,
and sexual violence against children amounts to $7 trillion which represents 8% of yearly
global GDP (Pereznietet al, 2014). These costs include increased govenheenses

on children welfare, special education, as well as medical and psychological treatment for
the victims. The effects of gendeased violence cahaveterrible consequences on the
health and welbeing of children and teenagers. Apaidm death and severe injuries,
violence against children can also lead to consequences such as impaired brain and nervous
system developmer(Devaney, 2015; Pereda and Dfaes, 202Q)noncommunicable
diseases, psychological harm and risky behavioumiemded pregnancies, educational and
occupational undeachievement and risk of victimisation or perpetration of-detcted
violence (WHO, 2022). Children and teenagers who are victims of violence experience a
difficult time in dealing with the psychogical and physical consequences of violence
which eventually make them encounter hurdles in engaging in their daily life and realising
their ability. When children and teenagers become victims of violence (especially in
schools), their capacity to lears impacted thereby, undermining their education and

employment potential which may unfortunately pass down through the future generations.
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1.5.3 LGBTQI+ people

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Intersex (LGBTQI+) individuals have
often beersubjected to marginalisation and discrimination in different parts of the world
(Suriyasarn, 2016)Marginalisation and discrimination also more often take place in
countries that do ndbhave proper structures like legislation favouring the rights of the
LGBTQI+ people. For instance, inMauritius samesex marriage or adoptiois not
recognised.The Sustainable Development Goals mandates that no segment of the
population should be left behind (UNDP, 2017).

According to Stonewall International (n.d), it is very important for countries to work
towards more inclusion of LGBTQI+ people by respectirgSDG 3, 4, 5, 10 and 16. These
SDGs promote equality, equity, and inclusiveness. Idris (2021) stipulated that various
studies have demonstrated discrimination against LGBTQI+ individuals in the workplace
(Luiz and Spicer, 2021). Studies have reponagitypes of discrimination that tend to occur
with LGBT people in the workplace; harassment and ostracism (De®bwda 2017).
Bhankaraullyet al (2022) believed that LGBT people in Mauritius do experience serious
difficulties in the workplace whereely are directly discriminated against. Bhankaraetly

al. (2022) argue that the Mauritian legislation does not cater fedasttimination policies
where harassment and ostracism are being tackled. A survey condué&ekelkybux and
Lasavanng(2017) denonstrated tht 63.2 percent of 356 LGBTQ people in Mauritius
reported being victims of either discrimination, stigmatisation and/or violehaaore
recent study conducted on 218 LGBH®#Qpersons, Fokeerbux and Lasavanne2022
revealed that 61.5% ofespondents have been subject to either discrimination or
stigmatisation. 45.4% of them were victims because of their sexual orientation or gender

identity and expression (Fokeerbux and Lasavanne, 2022).

The National Gender Policy (202D30) establistethe framework for achieving gender
equality and women empowerment in Mauritius (Ministry of Gender Equality and Family
Welfare, 2022). It is indeed a powerful tool for the attainment of Sustainable Development

Goal 5: MAAchieve Gendlelr Wagmerd iand a®Gidr [Esnp.o wkeas p
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legislative, policy and institutional framework in place, rates of violence against women
remain high in Mauritius. This is a worldwide problem affecting one in three women at
some point in their lives (UN Wome&©22 World Bank, 2022 Likewisein Mauritius the
dominance of violence against women and girls has been a persistent issue. According to
Statistics Mauritius (2021), the number of reported domestic violence cases increased from
2,222 in 2019 to 2,425 iA020. In 2020, 87.25 % of the reported cases were violence
inflicted against women compared to 86.9 % in 2019. The 2021 figures as reported by
statistics Mauritius showed that even though the reported cases were slightly on the
downside, the percentage wbmen victims was still at 86.69 % hence not much of a
difference compared to 2020. The number of gebdsed violence is on the rise. In 2021,
some 3,079 cases of violence were reported of which 2,455 were against women, and in
2022, out of 4,003 cased wiolence reported, 3,294 were against womsiatistics
Mauritius (2022) revealed that 2021 out of 85 cases of homicides, 21 relate to females of
which 12 are intentional cases. Moreover, out of 9,066 cases of assaults, 4,406 relate to
females and 630ases of sexual violence and exploitation, 588 relate to women of which

37 are cases of rape (Statistics Mauritius, 2202
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Chapter 2 Methodology

2.1 Phase 1: Focus Group Discussion

Initially, a review of the current situation prevalent in Mauritius was undertaken. The
secondary statistics available as well as literary works conducted on GBV were considered.
This exercise paved the way for determining the methodological approachdedm the
current study. Given the nature of the study, a mixethod approach, namely a mix of
gualitative and quantitative techniques, was deemed appropriate to achieve the objectives
of the project. It would enable researchers to gain a deepesstarting of GBV, its broad
ramifications and more importantly, its economic impact in Mauritius from different

perspectives.

In the first stage, a stakeholder analysis was conducted, and@otm@bilistic sampling
method was used to select participafuis a focus group discussion (see Focus group
interview questionnaire at Annex 1). This participatory approach was meant to generate
reflections from peoplevho have rich information on the prevalence of GBV and its
economic impact in Mauritius. Represdivas of the Ministry of Health and Wellness,
Ministry of Finance, Economic Planning and Development, Ministry of Gender Equality
and Family Welfare (Family Welfare and Protection Unit, Child Development Unit, Social
Welfare Division, Psychological ServieeUnit), Ministry of Education and Human
Resources, Ministry of Social Security and National Solidarity, Ombudsperson for
Children, Police Family Protection Unit, Central Statistical Office, women and children
shelters and LGBTQI+ members, lawyers, medpmactitioners, academics, university
students were convened to the discussions held on Tuesday 22 November from 9.15 am to
12.15 pm in Moka. 2 participants were placed in four groups5ofo 6individuals and a
moderator was present in each group torakvant questions on the topic of GBV while
facilitating the discussion. They were also requested to sign a consent form where the
purpose of the study, the procedure of the focus group discussion and the confidentiality
aspects were clearly spelt out.n$® stakeholders J3ould not be present due to their

respective commitments, butey were invited separately for sesatiuctured interviews
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that lasted around one hotliheir insights on the same questions discussed during the focus

group sessin were captured for a more holistic view of the subject under study.

2.2 Phase 2: National Survey oGBV

In the second phase of this research, a suarggeting 70@vomen, particularlyictims of
GBV, and 300 LGBTQI+people was considered. However, following the data collection
processwhich was undertaken, ong20 women and227 LGBTQI+ persons responded
The target population for this survey is the populatiomomen, particudrly victims of
GBV and the LGBTQI+ residents in Mauritius. purposefulsampling technique was

preferredover the simple random samplit@yachieve the objectives of the study

2.2.1 Survey with women victims

A survey with women vigins of GBV (see swey questionnaire taAnnex 2)was
undertaken with some 500 womdine questionnaire was adapted from the methodological
framework developed by the Commonwealth Secretariat in 2020 (Commonwealth
Secretariat, 2020; 202ZAermision was obtained from respiet shelters for granting
access to victims for interviews. The questionnaire consisted of a cover letter where the
respondents were informed about the purpose of the study and were invited to voluntarily
participate in the survey. They were also inforntleat all data provided would remain
anonymous and confidentidlen research assistants were trained to conduct faeeédo f
interviews with women victims from various NGOs as well as women outside shelters who
have been reported as victims of GBU1respondents participated in the survBye study

also sought to understand the impact of GBV on children and teenagers. Due to ethical
considerations and possible difficulties in collecting data from children under 10 years, and
teenagers, data have been gathered through questions addregsme@nts or legal

guardians.
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2.2.2 Study with LGBTQI+ people and women in general

To further understand the issue, the survey was extended to the LGBTQI+ community and
women in general227 responses were obtained from LGBTQI+ persons and 119 from
women in the communitylt should be highlightethat women irthe community were quite
reluctant in participating in the survey despite the assurance given with regards to anonymity
and confidentiality. This can be related to the fact that women have a lot of apprehension

when it comes to talking on sensitive matlées GBV.

2.3Phase 3: Multiple Regression Analysis using Smart PLS

Both thefocus group discussion and the survey hafermed ourestimaton of the
economic costs of GB\A Partial Least Square Structural Equation Model (SIEB)was

run usng the Smart PLS 4.0 software. The use of f49E3 enabledpertinent relationships
between the different proposed constructs and varigGB¥ Prevalence Controlling
behaviour, Emotional Abuse, Awareness and Effectiveness of Legislations
Educational loss, Personal CostsHealth Costs, Legal CostandIndirect Costs) to be
revealed. The PL-SEM was conducted d394 responses retained from women victims to

demonstrate the relationships between the various constructs.

In order to add value to the researahmixed method approach was selected to obtain an
indication of the situation at a deeper level. Thus, the methodological design adopted in this
study sought to collect insights from various stakeholders through the focus group and data

from different taget groups including women, children, teenagers and LGBTQI+ persons.
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Chapter 3 Analysis of the Focus Group Discussions

As mentioned in Section 2.1 of Chapter 2, the first step in our methodology consisted of a
focus group discussion amongst key stakeholders on GBV in Mauritius. Although GBV is
a worldwide issue, it is primordial to discern aspects of gebadsed violencehat are
specific to our local context so that the findings allow for a set of customised
recommendations for Mauritius. A thematic approach (Braun and Clark 2022) was used for
exploring participants6é interpretaterons of
perceptions as well as their lived experiences and motivations largely informed the study.
Following the transcription and coding of the responses, the evolving themes were used for
framing a conceptual model that links and tests pertinent relatienehtpined from the
responses of a survey amongst GBV victims. The key themes that emerged from the focus
group discussions are further analysed in the regression model in ChapteGBbour.
Prevalence, Emotional Abuse, Direct Costs of GBV, Indirect Costsf BV, Role of
Institutions and Effectiveness of the Legal Frameworlconsidered in the model, are in

turn discussed below.

3.1 GBV Prevalence

3.1.1 Unreported Cases

Many participants expressed concern over the upsurge in the number of &BY c
including femicides. They also added that there are a large number of unreported cases of
genderbased violence. One recurring comment from the participants was that the impact of
COVID-19 had been a contributing factor in the rise of GBV esggaahongst family
members Some focus group members believed that statistics do not reveal the true
picturesince many victims stithesitate to report the matter to the polaesimplywithdraw

their complaintgdue to factors likdéear of retaliation from penetrators, lengthy and costly
judicial processes, economic dependence on abusers and cost barriers, societal norms and
pressures including stigmatisatidoy the society especially in a small country where
confidentiality in tle reporting system can be a challen@me of the respondents added

thatfrom the moment the victim makes a statement till the time the case goes to court, the
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victim has to relate the painful incidents many times to different people, which raises

embarrasment and mental stress.

Another reason for undeeporting is the lack of trust that a letgym solution could be
achievedMany respondents were of the view that victims often find themskbagag to
go back and live with their abusers and suffgen worse forms of violenc€his aspect
was largely linked to some institutional issues discussed later in this section.

Another reason for undeeporting is thawictims are often unawarhat they are facing
different formsof violence, egecially when it comes to psychological abuse. Despite its

i mplications on victimsOd economic activities
seems to be less often acknowledged as a serious form of GBV due to lack of awareness.
According to participats, other less reported forms of violence lreassment at work, in

the streets and other public places, sexual violence which includes cyber forms of bullying
including sextortion, revenge pgrandabuse against the elderlit was mentioned during

the focus group discussions thatomen usually face societal blame in cases of GBV.
Nevertheless, it was also argued by other respondentalbioais are fading awagnd more

and more, victims are coming forward to report violence. Some shared the viewethat th
legal frameworlallows them to request for a protective order to prevent harassment from
abusive partnersHowever, it was also said that the latteight not be so efficient in
protecting victims who are in immediate dangAs it stands, victims neea odge a

complaint with the police first before going to a shelter.

Participants were quite unanimous on the need for a more appropriate form of intervention

by the government and the NGOs in this regard.

3.1.2 Lack of Congruence in Stastics

Some participants advocated that thperational definition of GBV is not adequately
harmonisedacross different institutions. Moreover, they added that datacasufficiently

disaggregatedand synergised across different data collecting or reporting departments
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including Statistics Mauritius, the Police Department, the Family Support Bureau amongst
others. It was highlighted thatctims without a protection order are not included in the
computation of some of these statistidsich further contributes to the underestimation of

the number of GBV cases.

3.1.3 Data Consistency

The focus group representatives were also asked about possible remedial actions for
addressing undaeporting of GBVcases. They believed that conformity in data collection
and reporting should urgently be addressed. According to them, usimgue identifier to

record cases of GBWould avoid double counting and produce more reliable statistics.
Participants also hag that the MRIC GBV Observatory would help achieve data
consistency.

3.2 Role of Institutions

3.2.1 Confidentiality

Some of the delegates emphasised on the need to address key barriers at different stages of
the police and judicial system, from the moment the victim is heard until when the case is
filed and taken to courflraining for the police, media reportejsurnalists and reporting

interns were seen as an important tool in addressing the way GBYV is reported and dealt with.
To avoidcommonsituations where the information reported reaches the partner or even

the media even before the case is filed or adddess®l so as not to discourage reporting

of GBV cases, participants were quite unanimous for a revisit of the Data Protection Act for

increased privacy and confidentiality in the process.
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3.2.2 Need for more equipped shelters

The responsibilities oEhelters were also raised, and respondents advocated for more
adequately equipped shelters around the island. One of them added ¥idirtisecan only

stay in shelters for a limited duration, which does not allow them enough time to become
economicallyindependent and live a normal lifim this perspective, participants believed
that stakeholders including ministries and NGOs including shelters, should design
appropriate financial programs to ensure that womenstamd on their own feet after
reporting, especially when they have childrémthe absence of these support mechanisms,
victims are constrained to go back to abusers as highlighted earlier in the discussions, due
to lack of economic independence, and the vicious cycle simply persists. Ohe of t
respondents said thatanyNGOs are doing what they can in terms of providing shelter,
food,protection,and psychological suppobiut it is the role of the state to bring the women

back to the living world and develop their financial independence.

3.23 Role of theState

Some participants believed that there should be a dedicated hospital for GBV victims
especially when it comes to the treatment of mental issues linked with violence. According
to them, there is a need for better traipsgichologistsn the public sector. The role of the
Mauritius Family Planning Association in curbing teenage pregnancy and in preventing
GBVwas al so considered. Respondents al so
understand the profile of abuserdlsat appropriate counselling and rehabilitation programs
could be provided to them with a view of curbing the number of recurrences. They
mentioned that in some countriggrpetratorsare the ones who go to shelters to be
administered counsellingstead of victims and the latter are instead allowgulitsue their
normal life far from their abuseRespondents maintained that the responsibility of the state

in addressing GBV remains primordial.
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3.2.4 Reporting tools

The respondents also discussed the need for better facilitation of reporting through the
promotion of easyo-use applications and hotline numbers. They mentioned the existence
of an application called. 6 E s pwihiehraccording to them should be subjectato
assessment as to its effectiveness. They also conveyed that an evaluation of the sexual

offender register which has been put in place since 2020 is required.

3.2.5 Role of religious bodies

In so far as the responsibilities of stakeholders are concerned, it is arguesligiais
organisations should play a more proactive role in addressing.@B\¢ of the participants
claimed thathe responsibility of the Council of Religious Bodies ionpoting humanistic
values should be reinforceahd sociccultural platforms should be increasingly used for
preaching They saw limited involvement of religious bodies in the fight against GBV

although the latter have a strong potential to influence paopl@ositive manner.

3.2.6 Role of Educational institutions

On their part, educational institutions have a strong role to play in terms of creating
awareness. As put forward by many focus group members, there is a heightened need for
holistic teachersin our schools who are trained to detect behavioural problems amongst
their students. Similarly, there is wide consensus on the requirement for access to
psychologists by students in schools. Likewise, participants also believed that the
curricuum should further embed empathy and teach values including imparting sex
education. In their perspective there is a wide disparity in the way and extent to which sex

education is taught in private and public schools.

3.2.7 Voice of the civil society

Respondents considered that the civil society should participate more actively in the fight

against GBV since they have a strong potential through their voice to discourage violence.
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The notion otoxic masculinityvas also raised in the discussionsva$f as the way families
legitimise violence amongstbaysma nage t he |, ahichareal contréouingt i on s

factors towards enale dominated society and male chauvinism.

3.2.8 Role of the employer

The role and participation of the employereampowering victims was also part of the
deliberations. Participants agree that the employer should grewenting burnoutvhich

is a common factor leading to domestic violentecording to them, employees should in
addition create the right framewk for assisting and counselling employees, an action

which they could consider as part of their CSR initiatives.

3.3 Economic Costs of GBV

3.3.1 Cost components

Discussions on the economic costs of GBV allowed for a categorisation of the latter into
direct and indirect costs. Focus group members said that some of the expenditures that
victims commonly incur includdransport costs, medical costs in respect of physical
injuries, counselling fedmked topsychological traumagndjudicial as well adegal costs

One respondent added that victims of sexual abuse have higher probabilities of developing

cancer or other health issues like endometriosis, with major health cost implications.

3.3.2 Challenges in the Computation of Economic Costs

One of theparticipants mentioned thaome aspects of present costs, future costs and
income losses are difficult to identifyhile another one stated thais difficult to have a
true measure of economic cadtsvas mentioned tha&me economic models from the EU

or the UN are available, but the challenge is to access the relevant data for Mauritius.
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3.33 Indirect Costs of GBV

There were also exchanges focused around the indirect costs of-gaséérviolence. One
participant shared the view thahen unpaid tasks like household chores, childcare and
elderly care cannot be carried out, it affects the delivery of paid t&ksadded that
sometimeghe abused partnetannot go to work and needs to handle unpaid household
tasks, and this affects the econoihile this aspect is true, there are other indirect costs
linked to GBV like the loss of productivity at work artd implications for the economy.

One respondent mentioned about the risks of job loss for the victim and many of them raised
concerns regarding the high rate of absenteeism due to physical injuries, psychological
damageand the need to attend to legabgedures. In many cases the victims must take
unpaid leavesvith implications on their income and livelihood. One focus group member
added thaMauritius is an ageing population where women have an increasing role to play
in the economy with a relativelyigh female participationrate. From this perspective
therefore, violence against women gives rise to an important opportunity cost in terms of

lost output.

3.34 Costs to theState

Participants also mentioned that besides expenses borne by vib&nesare several costs
that have to be incurred by the state in different sectors of the economy including judiciary,
prison, police amongst others. One of the members also mentionedstiseot total
permanent disabilityo the victim and to the stat€his relates to another aspect of costs
raised by a respondent regardingfithancial fragility of victimsthat is perpetuated as they
cannot increase their capabilities at wokdded to the costs are also expenditures related
to addictions which accoity to many focus group members are linked to some extent to
GBV. They added that addictions involve further types of illnessegylikater risks of
STDs, AIDS, hepatitiamongst others. Altogether these in turn add to the government's
funding requirememstfor health needs includingethadoneParticipants also raised costs
associated witlt hi | dr en & s i napdexperaitureslidkedcta delinguancy of
GBYV victims.
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3.4 Impact of GBV on Children and Teenagers

3.4.1Painful process for victims

One respondent mentioned traithorities have limited capacity to deal with children
victims of GBV.Another participant stated that children and teenagers ungeigéul
procedures when faced with a case of abéseording to the latter, removinipe dild

from his home and placing him/her in hospital, waiting for the police officers to make a
request to the PMOG6s office and the medi
takes around 10 days, following which the child is taken to a shkiténis regard many
participants have shared the view that the process creates more harm to the viftsteand
families would be a fantastic optiodowever, there was no consensus on this argument as
one respondent claimed tHaster families are not alwa the best option when the children

are so broken that moving from one family to the next creates more damage.

3.4.2Discrimination against girls

The prevalence of discrimination against girls in some families has been raised and one
member mentioned thaliscrimination against girls as compared to boys still exists in
respect of access to education, facilities and even food in some faMibieer, there

were discussions on the failure of the educational system to provide opportunities for
dropouts and that many of them are unable to read and write. Some participants agreed that
there is dack of guidance provided to drop out tee@@hers mentined thestigma and
adverse perceptions on vocational educataddiscrimination for job opportunitiefaced

by vocational students after they complete their studies.

3.4.3Psychological health of Children and Teenagers

No doubt GBV has an adverbtelong effect on the psychological health of children and
teenagers. One of the focus group members said that it cdiisesa scar on their mental
healthand another one mentioned thadst of the children victims of GBV become broken
adultsor havedifficulties in forming meaningful relationships later in lif@ne respondent

added thamany turn into drug addicts or become vulnerable to drug dealers and portray
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dysfunctional behavioult was also mentioned that young victims of GBV faeglness,
depression, unstable and low sefiteemFocus group members shared the opinions that
many of these cases relate to sexual abuse by family members which render reporting even
more sensitive. One participant even said @@% of abusers come from immediate

surroundings who have the parentso6 trust.

3.4.4Educational Performance

One representative of an NGO working watlit of schooVictims claimed that thstatistics

are alarming.There was wide agreement amongst participants that GBV leads to poor
acalemic performance and slows down learning because of traumatic experiences on the
brain of the young victim. One respondent added\itéitns of GBV encountered failures
earlier. Another one talked abotitited opportunities for dropout@nd pointed outhat it

is essential to provide the right guidance to them. A third participant said thathikangn

victims of GBV areunable to read and writandthey face stigma

3.5 GBV and the LGBTQI+ people

Part of the discussions focused on the prevalence of GBV amongst the LGBTQI+ people
and the different challenges faced by them on account of their gender orientation. Focus
group members raised issues suchpesssures and violence from family members,
pressures from religious groups, discrimination in securing a job, stigmatisation, verbal
violence, and public insults amongst some of the problems faced by the community in
Mauritius. It was mentioned thahere is little knowledge and lots of miscoraams and
stereotyped views about the®ne respondent even added that thesome confusion in
Mauritius between homosexuality and paedophifaother respondent mentioned that
people are persuaded that people from this community are perlitehses. o been said

that people tend to ignore their competencies and judge them based on their appearance
and sexual orientatiorAnother argument raised by one focus group member ighie

is no recognition of theigender identitypecause on their national identity cards they are

either recognised as male or femdtewas mentioned that when faced with gerdased
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violence, LGBTQI+ peopleannot even make complaints or seek support as they are not
even recognise®ne paticipant said that they asent to shelters where they do not identify
themselveand another respondent mentioned the factliggtare not protected by society

and the law does not cater for their rights since they are not properly represented.

3.6 Legal Framework

The perceptions of focus group members on the legal framework were sought. A few
participants spoke about the need fbetter applicatiomf existing laws. One of them said

that thelegal framework exists but the application is flaw&dother respondent added that

key institutions usually claim that they lack resources like transport andBtégfopinion

was shared by another member who said thate are limited resources for law
enforcement and that penetrators do not fear the la a similar vein, it was also alleged

that complaints are not systematically well recorded and police stations are not child
friendly. Thelack of followup by the state after a protection ordeigranted was deplored

and one of the members questiotieel outcomevhen there is breach of protection order.

It was pointed out by one person in the group thatMauritian legislation has evolved

qguite well with the Equal Opportunity Act, th
offender registerAnother person stated thatthagp pl i cat i on of the New Chi
eagerly awaited, otherwise cases take years to be resolved which is yet another challenge

for victims.In this context, there was wide convergence on the viewaithgption laws

shout be reviewed to improve the plight of many children who could be more easily adopted

by familiesAs regards the Childrendés Act 220, one f
CDU will not be the first point to intervene in case of immediate danger aisask has

been given to the probation office which is not trained and has not been provided with a

budget for transport, training, overtim&eferring to one of the shortcomings in the law,

one participant claimed that the Gender Equality Bill is stilrkvim progressand another

one added thaliversity also means integrating and accepting different gender identities.

Another limitation discussed at large by respondegittedto the argument that despite
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heavy penalties for those who do not denounsesaf abuse, there are few if any people

charged for not reporting. The participant also emphasised autjé¢o denounce.

One of the participants added tlother forms of violence are now taken into consideration
including cybercrime and grooming {t given by offenders and strategies used by abusers
to approach childrenand thait is now prohibited to marry children under the age of 18.

As part of the key challenges of the legal system, one respondent explainedahaid is
complicated andccess to justice is a nightmare to the pdane of them stated the term
judicial activismwhile another one raised the issuecohservative judgedt was also
claimed thathree quarter of sexual abuse cases are incest and incest is hot mentioned by

the law.
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4.1 Demographics and Prevalence

A first inspection of the data gathered revealed some information on the profile of the

Chapter 4 Survey Findings for Women Victims

respondents in the data set. The demographics show that 190 respondents were employed
(39.4%) whilst 47 were selemployed (9.75%) and 73 were housewives (15.1%). The

breakdown of the occupation status over 482 victims who responded to this question is

further depicted on the second quadrant of Figure 1. The education level of the participants

of the survey indicated that 101 women had a university degree, 47 a postgaduersity

degree and 161 were educated up to secondary school level. Out of 501 respondents

surveyed, 405 claimed to have been victims of violence. These 405 victims mostly resided

in the districts of Flacq, Plaines Wilhems and Port Louis as depictedure 1.
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Experience of Controlling Behaviour

A first inspection of the data also revealed the prevalence of controlling behaviour and
emotional abuse by the perpetrators of GEWure 2).From an initial response of 501
participants, 239 women respondents (47.7%) reported their partnere&boos or angry

when they spoke to other men whilst 184 (36.7%) were accused by their partners of being
unfaithful. 162 (32.3%) women reported attempts of their partners to control them by not
allowing them to meet other female friends whilst 183.83%)women reported that their
partners tried to limit their contact with their family. 232 @%6) reported that their partners

insisted on knowing where they were at all times.

Controlling Behaviour

Jealous or angry if you (talk/talked) to other men? | | 239
nsists/insisted on knowing where you (are/were) at all times? | | 232
Frequently (accuses/accused) you of being unfaithful? | | 184
Tries/tried to limit your contact with your family? | | 167
Does/did not permit you to meet your female friends? | | 162
5 1 150 2 25 3

Figure 2: Experience of Controlling Behaviour

Emotional abuse was also present in the sample surveyed. These were in terms of attempts
to humiliate the victim, threats to hurt or harm someone the victim cared for as well as
insults to make the victim feel bad about hersetfe number of participaswho reported

these types of abuse are depicteBigure 3. 246 (49%) of the respondents reported having

been insulted or made to feel bad about themselves, 201 (4Cexpes)enced threats and
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215 (42.91%) reported that their partner said or did sangeth humiliate them in front of
others.

Emotional Abuse

nsult you or make you feel bad about
) 246

yourself? I I

Threaten to hurt or harm you or someone
you care about? I I 201

Say or do something to humiliate you in

front of others? I I 215

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

Figure 3: Experience of Emotional Abuse

4.1.1 Further Analysis based on Retained Responses

It was deemed relevant to also probe into the expenses incurred by victims on average as
well as the income losses suffered by them because of GBV during the past 12 months. A
cleaning exercise denotedlot of missing data on expenses incurred by vitinours of

work lost and wage rate amongst oth&laus, these questionnaires were not included in the
estimation of the average economic costs, as their inclusion would have impacted on the
validity and reliability of the estimation exercise being emakenTherefore, data on 394

women victims were considered for further analysis of prevalence and economic costs.

Amongst those who responded to the questions on their marital status, the majority were
married (N=131) and 98 reported to be single. dfpondents were widowed, 33 were
divorced, 32 were separated, 51 were in ailivelationship and 9 did not respond on their
current mar it al status (Appendi x 1). The

(N=166) at times of the violence, 22 respent$ were selémployed, 43 respondents were
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students, 62 respondents were housewives, 59 respondents were unemployed, 39

respondents were pensioners/retired, and 3 respondents reported their employment status as

00t her 6. 166 women \«h suggestsshat&5B\e is asm prevalgne d

amongst working women.

4.1.1.1 Frequency of Violence

Frequency of experiencing violence in the
past 12 months
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Figure 4: Frequency of Violence

Figure 4 demonstrates the prevalence of violence in Mauritian sobityespondents
(20%) reported that they were frequently subject to violence and 9 (3.3%) respondents were

victims of violence daily.

106 respondents reported that their currersttand/partner was responsible for the violence
inflicted. 66 espondentsaidthat their previous husband/partner was responsible for the
violence and 53 respondents reported that
violence (Refer to Apendix 1).
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4.1.1.2 Prevalence of the Types of Violence

The most prominent form of violence against women in Mauritian society is verbal,
emotional,and psychological inflictions whiclvasreported by 25364.2%)womenover

the 394 womeiconsidered in the samp(Eigure 5).

Types of Violence experienced by women

Prefer not to say I] 10
Other I' 3
Economic Violence |:' 119
Verbal, Emotional, Psychological Violence |— 253
Sexual Violence :95

Physical Violence | l15'1

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

Figure 5: Prevalence of the Types of Violence

154 respondentserephysically abused, 9%eresexually abused and 119 women claimed

to be victims of economic violence.

4.1.1.3 Children

The figures depict that GBV is not only subjected to women in Mauritius, but also to
children. 96 women surveyed reported to be motheos@thild or few children (Refer to
Appendix 1).Amongst them, 70 reported that their child/children have besima of
violence (70%) and 63 respondents claimed that their child/children were mostly verbally,
emotionally, and psychologically abuséBigure 6). 47 mothers reported that their

child/children were physically abused, and 10 mothers reportedhisatchild/children
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have been sexually abused. 21 mothers reported that their child/children were subject to

economic abuse.

TYPES OF VIOLENCE THAT CHILDREN
EXPERIENCED?

Figure 6: Types of Violence on Children

32 motherssaidthat their current husbands/partners were responsible for the violence on
their child/children and 21 women reported that it was their previous husbands/partners who

were responsible for the violen@&ppendix 1).

64 women reported that violencglines affected the schooling of the children. 44 women
reported that their child/children could not attend school, 46 women reported that their
child/children could not do their homework, 36 women reported their children could not

undertake school sporttavities (Figure 7).
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Have the injuries/violence prevented
your children/teens from doing school

activities?
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No
Attending classes Homework Schoolsports Prefer not to say

Figure 7: Impact of GBV on Child/Children

4.1.1.4 School Violence

Violence is also prevalent within the educational establishments. According to the data
collected, out of 23 respondents, 15 respondents reported thathheictdldren were
victims of violence at school and again the most common forms of GBV even at school was
verbal, emotional, and psychological violence followed by physical violence. 12
respondents related that the schoolmates were responsible for teaceicand 3
respondents reported that previous teachers were responsible for the violence. 13
respondents filed a complaint to either the teacher, principal or school governing body and

the matter got resolved at school itself.
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Prevalence of GBV at School
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Figure 8: Prevalence of GBV at School

4.1.1.5 Teenagers

Other than women and children (up to ten years of age), teenagers from 10 to 17 years old
were also subject to violence. 59 women reported to be parents of either one or more
teenagers amongshom 42 reported that their teenagers were victims of GBV. With regard

to the types of GBV experienced, there were 39 cases of verbal, emotional and
psychological violence, 24 cases of physical violence, 9 cases of economic violence and 1
case of sexualiglence. Again, the prevalence of verbal, emotional and psychological
violence is the most common type of GBV even amongst teenddess of the teenagers

tend to seek help from the police, medical institutions, NGOs, relatives/friends, social
services, and psychologists amongst others as depicted in the below chart. Yet, there were

22 cases where the teenagers did not seek any help, they may be suffering in silence.
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Have you sought any help when
experiencing violence?

Prefer not to answer == 1
Other =—— 5
Yes, community police m————
Yes, religious organisation o5
Yes, relatives/friends 17
Yes, NGOs mssssss—— | 9

Yes, psychologist =— g

Yes, social services 14
Yes, police 29
Yes, Medical Institutions . — ———— ] 4
No 22
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Figure 9: Help Sought by Teenagers

4.1.1.6 Women and Health

GBV has an impact on the health of the victims who ultimately require different types of
medical interventions depending on the nature and gravity of the situation. 185 women
reported minor bodily injuries, followed by 56 womemo reported bodily injuries of
medium gravity, 27 reported grievous bodily injuries and 43 reported other health disorders
(Appendix 1). 136 women reported no bodily injuries which relate to the fact that most

women were victims to verbal, emotional gmgychological violence.

59 respondents have taken sick leaves as they were victims of GBV whilst 253 women were
hospitalised and 244 reported to be bedridden. The majority of the respondents reported that
their family members did not pay for the medicgbenditure (N= 166).

20 women (35.1%) said that they took around 1 week of sick leave which is quite significant
in terms of the impact on their work productivity. 29 (50.9%) claimed that they were
hospitalised for more than 1 or 2 weeks and 19 (33.3%) were hospitaliseouiod & or 3

days (Refer to Appendix 1).

The table below refers to the number of bedridden days reported by women.
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GBV had a consequential impact on the household activities of the victims. 127 women
mentioned that the injuries/violenedfected theithousehold work64 claimed that they
could not take care of their child/childrer§ @ould not care for members of the fam#,

could not cook, 95 could not do the housekeeping activities and 57 could not attend work.

Table 1:Number of Bedidden days due to injuries

Number of bedridden days Number of women
1 day 4
2 days 7
3 days 8
4 days 2
5 days 1
6 days 2
7 days 7
More than 1 week 7
More than 2 weeks 6
More than 1 month 8
More than 3 weeks 5
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Number of sick leaves taken

More than 3 weeks - 3
More than 2 weeks _ a4

More than 1 week [ 20
7 days of sick leave _ 4

6 days of sick leave - 2

5 days of sick leave [ 2

4 days of sick leave [ 3

3 days of sick leave [ 10

2 days of sick leave [N 11
1 day of sick leave - 2
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sick of sick ofsick ofsick ofsick ofsick ofsick thanl than2 than3
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M Seriesl 2 11 10 3 2 2 4 20 4 3

Figure 10: Number of Sick Leaves Taken

Violence in the Workplace

28 womenreported to be victims of GBV in the workplace and again the most prevalent

form of GBV was verbalemotional,and psychological violence (Figure 11).

Prevalence of GBV in the workplace

25 23
20
15
14
15 13
10
9
10 8
5

5 '

Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No

Physical Violence  Sexual Violence  Verbal, Emotional Economic

and Psychological Violence
Violence

Figure 11: Prevalence of GBV in the workplace
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4.1.1.7 Awareness of Legislations and authorities

Awareness of the legal provisions in place no doubt plays a key role in combating GBV.
Figure 12suggestshatmany respondents lackesvareness of existing legislations to cater

for GBV in Mauritius It is see that there is a different level of awaess on different laws

in place. It seems that individuals are more aware of the Protection from Domestic Violence
Act 1997 and the Workersdé Rights Act 2019

Awareness of legislations
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Figure 12: Awareness of legislations

Figure 13 summarisebe perceptions of victims on the effectiveness of exidamg in
reducing GBV Most respondents perceive the legislation to be moderately effective as
opposed to being very or extremely effective. The relationship between the esgaoén
legislation and perceptions of effectiveness of the law is further addressed in the context of
the multiple regression analysis in Chapter 6.

50

as



Effectiveness of Legislations
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Figure 13: Effectiveness of legislations

4.2 Estimation of the Economic Costs of GBV for Womn Victims

The economic costing of gendeased violence is an emerging line of research. Conveying
its monetary implications to policy makers, NGOs and the civil society is a form of
deterrence as it spells out the justifications for and benefits wémmtion in the first place.
There exists a multitude of studies on varying methodologies for estimating the economic
costs of GBV.Merely applying these methods to the local context is not feasible for two
main reasons. Firstly, many cases of GBV arerepobrted, as highlighted by participants
during the focus group discussions (chapter three refeespndly, medical, police, legal

and enforcement expenditures that are incurred to deal with geasied violence are not
computed, and the exact proportiof the public sector budget allocation attributed to GBV

is not known Otherwise, a viable approach to estimating the economic costs of such forms
of violence would be to compute the unit cost of a service package to a victim and conduct
a census tgauge the prevalence of gend@sed violence amongst the population. This

exercise would be a time consuming and costly one. The collection of specialised

51



information on what it costs the government and the private sector to provide the required
health, plice, legal and enforcement services amongst others to a victim of gerset
violence is an area of data collection that should be explored in future for a more robust
estimation of the economic costs of GBV. However, in the absence of such statistics,
survey targetingvomenand the LGBTQI+ community has been used to gather data on
expenditures incurred by victims, as well as productive output and income lost, when faced
with GBV.

Following a rigorous review of the literature on existing methodologies used so far for the
computation of the economic costs of GBV, the direct and indirect costs have been
computed from information gathered from the survey. The direct costs relatestmaler
expenses incurred by victims to deal with geruBsed violence and they have been
categorised int®ersonal Costs, Legal CostadHealth CostsAs regards the indirect costs,
they represent the loss of income and productive output faced becasisehdbrms of

violence.

4.2.1 Direct Costs to the Victim

The direct costs of gendbéased violence include personal expenses in respect of:

1. Transportation costs to and from health care institutions, police departments,
forensics, courts, and other service providers

2. Payment of rent for a separate apartment

3. Moving to a new place of residence and/or placing children in different schools

4. Purchaseof lost or damaged personal property (like damage to phones or other
personal belongings that required replacement)

5. Searching for a new job/school

6. Legal advice and legal support in court
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7. Administrative services such as payments for issuing certificatasdatory court
fees and document recovery amongst others

8. Ambulance call, healthcare services, laboratory tests

9. Diagnostics examination and purchase of medicines

10. Inpatient treatment (hospital)

11. Consultation with psychologist/psychotherapist

12. Consultation witrchild psychologist

The above list of personal expenses incurred by victims of GBV is not necessarily
exhaustive but has been suggested by stakeholders during the focus group discussions. For
the purpose of estimation, they have been computed 3@8trsurvey questionnaireand

presented separately Rsrsonal, LegaandHealth Costsncurred by victims of GBV.

Table 2: Estimation of Personal Costs Incurred during the last 12 months

Total Personal Costs incurred by Victims Amount (MUR)
in the last 12 months

Transportation costs to and from health care 139,368
institutions, police departments, forensics, courts,
other service providers

Payment of rent for a separate apartment 2,008,800
Moving to a new place of residence and/or placif 337,700
children
Material damage to your property or family prope 3,066,650
Searching for a new job/school 113,950
Total 5,941,668

Source: Author. Based on 394 survey questionnaires
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As can be seen in the above table 2, the personal expenses in respect of transportation costs,
material damage to property and change of residence amongst others amount to some MUR
5.9 million for all 394victims in a period of 12 month&n average victim spent nearly

MUR 15,000 in the last 12 months in meeting these expenditures.

In addition to the above, victims incur expenses in respéegaf advice and legal support

in courtandadministratve services such as payments for issuing certificates, mandatory
court fees and document recoveamhich amount to some MUR 809,350 for 394 victims in

a period of 12 months. On averagé@&im spent around MUR 2,000 in a year dealing with
legal issuegTable 3).

Table 3: Estimation of Legal Costs incurred during the last 12 months

Legal Costs incurred by Victims Amount (MUR)
in the last 12 months
Legal advice and legal support in court 492,550
Administrative services such as payments for 316,800

issuing certificates, mandatory court fees and
document recovery

Total 809,350

Source: Author. Based on 394 survey questionnaires

Another direct cost component in the computation of the total ecenaosis of GBV is
expenditure on medical care to treat survivors of GBV (examplesrabeilance call,
healthcare services, laboratory tests; diagnostics examination and purchase of medicine;

inpatient treatment; consultation with psychologists/psychoth&,ggnd consultation with
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child psychologigt While part of these expenses is met by the victims and/or their families,
and in rare cases by other members of society including employers or even perpetrators, the
rest of them are covered by the state.pRedents to the survey have been asked to specify
the amount paid by themselves or their family members for medical expenses incurred due
to gendetbased violence during the past 12 months. This data is reported in Table 4. While
the list of medical expemtdre is not necessarily exhaustive, it has been drafted following
suggestions from medical practitioners and representatives of the health sector, gathered
during the focus group discussion described above. Health costs incurred due to violence at
work ard at school have also been reported.average, a victim spent some MUR 2,240

on medical expenses during the last 12 months.

Table 4: Estimation of Health Costs during the last 12 months

Personal Expenses in respect of

Health Costs Amount (MUR)

Ambulance call, healthcare services an

laboratory tests 239,955
Diagnostics examination and purchase

medicines 243,410

Inpatient treatment 148,088

Consultation with
psychologist/psychotherapist 84,000

Consultation with child psychologist 53,700 769,153

Health Costs due to violence at work

Cost of visit to the doctor 24.000
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Personal Expenses in respect of
Health Costs

Amount (MUR)

Ambulance call, healthcare services an

laboratory tests 239,955
Diagnostics examination and purchase (
medicines 243,410
Inpatient treatment 148,088
Consultation with
psychologist/psychotherapist 84,000
Consultation with child psychologist 53,700 769,153
Health Costs due to violence at work
Cost of medication 5,800
Cost in respect of psychologist 46,300 76,100

Health costs due to violence at sc

hool (children and teenagers)

Cost of medical visit for children and

teenagers 27,800

Cost of medication 3,000
Cost of psychologist 6,900 37,700
Total 882,953

Source: Author. Based on 394 survey questionnaires
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From the responses of 394 participants, the total direct costs incurred due tolpesader
violence during the last 12 months amounted to MUR 7.6 milllomaverage, a victim of
GBYV spent some MUR 1975 during the last 12 months on personal, legal, and medical
expenditureslt should be emphasised that expenses faced by different victims in a period
of 12 monthwary significantlyon the basis of the extent of violence and their consequences,
the number of recurrences of such forms of violence in that specific time period, their
implications on the health and lives of victims in terms of whether they lead to serious
injuries, psychological damage, physical impairment, divorce, conviction gasgnment

of abusers or even death of victims.

Personal costs represent more than 75% of the total personal, legal, and medical expenses
borne by victims. This can be explained by the fact that a large proportion of medical and
legal costs incurred areotme by the state while much of the personal costs related to
transportation, moving residence, replacement of damaged property amongst other personal

expenses are incurred out of pocket by the victim.

As seen in Figure 14, out of 394 respondents, 19feththat they incurred no personal
expenses. 195 victims incurred more than 0 and less than MUR50,000 and only one
respondent paid more than MUR 200,000 in respect of personal expenditure in the last 12

months, and the latter amount relates to an aneuaal r
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Distribution of Personal Expenses incurred by victims
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Figure 14: Distribution of Personal Expenses incurred by Victims

Distribution of Health Expenses incurred by victims
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Figure 15: Distribution of Health Expenses incurred by Victims

392 victims spent between 0 and MUR 50,000 on medical expenses of which 251
participants did not pay for medical expenses either because they did not seek medical help
or because they used public health facilities.
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Distribution of Legal Expenses incurred by Victims
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Figure 16: Distribution of Legal Expeses incurred by Victims

353 victims did not pay any legal expenses while only 2 spent more than MUR 200,000 on
legal expenditurdt seems that victims do not have recourse to private legal services which
might not be affordable to them or most of thesmdt report the matter for different reasons
raised earlier in the focus group discussions like stigmatisation, fear of retaliation or the lack
of certainty that reporting will result in a positive outcome. From the survey less than 30
respondents claimetfiat they reported the matter to the police.

4.2.2 Indirect Costs

From an economic standpoint, it is important to consider indirect costs linked to-gender
based violence. Indirect costs include losses in economic activities that lead to lower levels
of GDP. GDP refers to the market value of goods and services prodieddonomy over

a particular period of time. Loss of productive output from work has been estimated as per
the number of days of work lost, which has been monetised based on the wage rate of the
participant. The daily wage of each respondent was muégplby the number of days the
person could not work, to calculate the loss of economic output from employment. From a
micro economic perspective, businesses lose out from absenteeism since the level of

production decreases, at a macroeconomic level thenahtoutput equally suffers, albeit
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to a greater extent depending on the multiplier effeoen though the contribution in terms

of the value of goods and services forgone for each productive day lost may be higher
depending on the sector of the econanyg nature of goods and services being produced,
for operationalisation purposes it was deemed more practical to calculate the loss of

productive output based on the wage rate of the victim.

The number of days the person could not work was based onteéhmember of sick leaves

the person took, or the number of days the person was hospitalised or the number of days
the person reported to have been bedridden (the highest number of days mentioned by each
participant was considered) and the correspondisg in terms of the economic output
produced in the economy has been estimated. The wage rate gives the value that the person
can contribute to the economy. In instances, where the participants provided the number of
hours they worked per day, and did nadicate their wage rate, the minimum wage was

used as a baseline. As per the National Minimum Wage (Amendment) Regulations 2022,
national minimum wage was MUR10575 (MURG66 per hour).

It should be highlighted that where victims were on paid sick leag@utput losses have

been borne by their employer whether in the public or the private s&cice,income was

paid although no output was produced. However, the economic burden in respect of paid
sick leave has not been probed into given that ayrespondents provided information

in respect of the number of sick leave taken.

Although household chores and unpaid work is not included in the computation of GDP
since they have no market value, the study seeks to estimate the loss in unpaidkeutput i
reduced household activities, due to GBV. Loss of productive output from tkie-day
household activities of the victim were captured based on the number of hours that the
respondent could not devote to household activities like production of foddcare,
housekeeping, and any other additional paid employment activities. The costs were
computed either on the hourly wage rate of the participant when provided or estimated based
on the minimum wage for 2022 which stood at MURG66 per hour. Time spedbiag

household chores also represents an opportunity cost in terms of output which is foregone.
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The indirect losses to the economy computed from the sample of 394 victims are reported

in table 5.

Table 5:Indirect Loss of Output

Total Average
Loss of output from work MUR490,365 MUR 1,245
activities
Loss of output from MUR 107,395 MUR 273
household activities

Table 6: Full Coverage Projections

Cost
Categories Typical Full Coverage based on projected number of victims
case
Survey Data| 25 percent 18 percent 15 percent 1 percent
Number of
victims 394 15966 114923 95769 6385

Direct Cost (MUR) (MUR) (MUR) (MUR) (MUR)
Personal costs 5,941,668 2407,061,697 1733,084,424 1444,237,01§ 96,288,198

Legal costs 809,350, 327,880,26| 236,073,755 196,728,129 13,115,989

Health costs 882,953 357,697,930 257,542,30| 214,618,758 14,308,768
Indirect costs 597,760, 242,161,83| 174,356,518 145,297,094 9,687,®0
Total costs 8,231,731 3,334,801,674 2,401,057,205§ 2,000,881,004 133,400,006

Projection is based on a total of 638,462 women as per census results of 2022
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Based on the survey data analysed, the average costs pertaining to the direct costs and
indirect costs of GBV incurred per victim has been computed. Based on the methodology
adopted by various studies as explained in Chapter One, a full coverage projection has been
undertaken as shown in Table 6. The projection is based on the number of women in
Mauritius, which amounts to 638, 462 as per latest census information. Sincefitust d

to gauge the exact prevalence rate of GBV amongst women in Mauritian society, some
projections have been undertaken. If 1% of women in Mauritius are affected by GBV, the
overall direct and indirect costs would amounMbR 133, 400, 006According to the

study of UNDP in 2017, 18.4% of women are victims of domestic violence. Based on a
prevalence rate of 18% victims, our current research projects the total costs incurred at MUR
2.4 billion. If one in every four women is a victim, the jeations would amount tMUR

3.3 billion. However, to gauge a more precise extent of prevalence a moeptim survey

in the form of a census may be more appropriate.

4.3 Assumptions and Limitations

A more comprehensive estimation of theat@conomic costs associated with GBV should
take into consideration the unit costs incurred by the state to deal with gpaseerviolence
across different services offered to victims ranging from medical facilities, legal and
personal assistancd.he computation of these costs is not possible within the scope and
time frame of this study due to lack of specific dtavertheless, some of these costs have

been discussed below for useful insights on future research and data collection.

Besides the ependiture incurred by victims, GBV has wide cost implications on the
government budget he Ministry of Gender Equality and Family Welfare allocated MUR
14.9 million to address GBYV in the financial year 2021/2022. The MRIC has also secured
funding amourihg to MUR 13.8 under the National Resilience Fund to set up and manage
the GBV Observatoryl he National Social Inclusion Foundation has also approved funding

for the execution of projects to address family protection including GBV.
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From thesurvey,51 victims reported that the injuries suffered from GBV resulted in partial
incapacity and 5 of them reported permanent incapacity for which they were receiving
invalidity pensions. Another element of cost borne by the state relates to theopro¥is
invalidity pensions for which data has not been published. Incapacity also results in future
loss in income and output due to reduced number of years of productive capacity with

adverse implications for the economy.

Often, cases of deaths fromngierbased violence are reported in the press or on social
media platforms. While this data can be accessed, it is possible that the true reasons for
deaths are not revealed for confidentiality purpodegen if the number of deaths from

GBV were known, de to unavailability of more specific data regarding these cases this
aspect of cost has not been computed. It should be highlighted however that the cost of
human life losses should be acknowledged as part of the estimated loss of income due to
death fromgendefbased violence. If the number of people who lost their lives due to
gendetbased violence and their employment status are known, the loss of output from work

could be calculated for a period of 12 months and added to the indirect costs of GBV.

Sinae the survey is not targeted alouserdut victims, it provides no information on income

and output losses incurred because of imprisonment. Besides, imprisonment of GBV
abusers represents a cost to the state. Income loss due to imprisonmentsfeasbust as

the cost of their imprisonment to the state cannot be calculated with full accuracy given that
the number of assaults that specifically pertain to cases of geased violence is not
known. However, an approximation of these losses canduke hased on the number of
convicts admitted to prisons due to injurious acts of a sexual nature. This figure stood at 30
in 2021 (Statistics Mauritius 2021). It is known that an average amoMUBB00 was

spent dailyto maintain a detairein 2021 as compared to MUR794 in 2020 (Statistics
Mauritius 2021). GBV presents costs to an economy in terms of penitentiary expenditure to

the government and loss of income due to imprisonment.
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Chapter 5 Survey Findings- LGBTQI+ people and Women in
the Community

This chapter deals with the analysis?2@f7 questionnaires where the target population was

the LGBTQI+ communityand 119 questionnaires from a random survey of women in

general. 8ctions 5.1 and 5.2 summarise the results of the survey.

5.1 LGBTQI+ people and GBV
Figure 17: Demographics
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As shown in Figure 17, the percentage of respondents residing in the Port Louis region was
21%, Plaines Wilhems (20.7%), Moka (12.8%), Flacq (11.5%), Riviere du Rempart (11%),
Black River (9.25%), Grand Port (7.5%), Pamplemousses (3.1%) and Savanne (3.1%).
69.6% of the respondents were employed followed by 39.6% who were students (Figure
18). Most of the respondents were educated at secondary school level (50.7%4nT st

were University Degree holder§he figures recorded for gender identity are dovics:

51.5% female, 27.8% male and 20.7% transgender. The figures recorded for sexual
orientation are as follows: 27.3% lesbian, 27.3% gay, 25.1% bisexual and 20.3%

guestiming.

GBV and LGBTQI+ has long been discussed and it has been found that U&BTQ
individuals are victims of GBVOut of 227 respondents, 191 (84.1%) reported to have been
victims of GBV (Figure 17) and 103 respondents acknowledged that they were victims of
GBYV in the past 12 month27.2% reported that they have been freqyeatbused, 16.5%

has been abused once, 15.3% has been abused twice, 13.6% has been abused thrice and

18.4% has been abused at least 4 times over the past 12 months (Figure 18).

Freguency of violence over the past 12 months
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1 time 2 times 3 times 4 times Prefer not to Frequently
say

Figure 18: Frequency of violence over the past 12 months
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5.1.1 Controlling Behaviour and Emotional Abuse

Figure 19 and 20 revealed that most of the LGBTQI+ respondents experience controlling
behaviours and emotional abuse from their partners. This demonstrates that controlling
behaviour and emotional abuse is not limited to traditional couples (man and woman)
Controlling behaviours and emotional abuse are signs of GBV experienced by LGBTQI+

individuals in their relationships.

Controlling behaviour

Often asks you with whom you spent your... [ ] 58

Controls your spending and purchases [ "] 19

Insists/insisted on knowing where you._.. [ ] 54

Tries/tried to limit your contact with your... ] 16

Does/did not permit you to meet your... [ ] 32
Frequently (accuses/accused) you of being... [ ] 36
lealous or angry if you (talk/talked) to... [ ] 57
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Figure 19: Controlling Behaviour

Emotional Abuse

Insult you or make you feel bad about | ] 56
yourself?
Threaten to hurt or harm you or someone : 28
you care about?
Say or do something to humiliate you in I I 59
front of others?

Say or do something to humiliate you in |

front of others? ] 36
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Figure 20: Emotional Abuse
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5.1.2 Types of Violence experienced by LGBTQI+ people

Figure 21 revaled that the most prevalent form of GBV among LGBTQI+ community is
verbal, emotional, and psychological violend84 respondents) followed by physical
violence (102 respondents) and sexual violence (37 respondenhtgspondents reported

to have leen economically abused.

Types of violence

Prefernottosay @ 0

Other 0

Economic Violence - 17
Verbal, Emotional, Psychological Violence — 184
_—

Sexual Violence

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200

Figure 21: Types of Violence

5.1.3 Prevalence of GBV in the Workplace

Figure 22 reports that the most prevalent forms of GBV faced by the LGBTQI+ community
in the workplace is verbal, emotional, and psychological violence (33 respondents). The

majority of the respondents have not faced GBV in the workplace.
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Figure 22: Prevalence of GBV in the workplace
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5.1.4 GBV and its Consequences

Table 7 demonstrates that 36 respondents were bedridden after being faced with GBV.
41.7% reported that they have been bedridden for more than awviebkis quite impactful

on their personal livesyorkplace,and the country as a whole. 75 respondents agreed to
have taken sick leaves as a matter of GBV. 37.3% took around 3 daysleasies, 18.7%

took more than 1 week, 17.3% took around 2 days of sick leaves (Figure 23).

Table 7: Bedridden days

Number of bedridden days Number of victims
1 day 1
2 days 4
3 days 6
4 days 3
5 days 1
6 days 1
7 days 4
More than 1 week 15
More than 2 weeks 1
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Number of sick leaves taken
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Figure 23: Sick Leaves

5.1.5 Awareness and Effectiveness of the legislations

Awareness and effectiveness of the legal provisions in place play a key role in combating
GBV. It is clear from Figure 24 below that most of the respondents did not have a deep
awareness of the existing legislations to cater for GBV. The respondentsanorely

share the view that legislations on GBV are moderately effective (Figure 25).
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Awareness of Legislations
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Figure 25: Effectiveness of Legislations
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Based on data gathered on the LGBTQI+ people, the relevant direct and iodgtscof
GBV was estimated. The figures as shown in table 8 reflect that the total direct and indirect

costs amount to MUR,261,898 based on a sample of 227 respondents.

Table 8: Direct and Indirect Cost Incurred by LGBTQI+ people

Direct Costs- Expenses incurred by LGBTQI+ people

MUR MUR
Personal Expenses 5,036,050
Medical Expenses 400,200
Legal Expenses 496,000 5,932,250

Indirect Costs - Loss of income and output for LGBTQI+ people

Loss of income from work 299,080
Loss of output from household activities 30,568 329,648
Total Direct and Indirect Costs (227 6,261,898
survey responses)
Average Direct Costs 26,133
Average Indirect Costs 1,452
Average Costs 27,585

(Based on 227 survey responses)
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5.1.6 Summary of the Findings on LGBTQI+ people

This study revealed that LGBTQI+ individuals are faced with GBVie most common

form of GBV is verbal, emotional, and psychological abuse. This situation can be related to
women as well. It can be conclkdl that people living as a couple, no matter their sexual
orientation, are faced with GBV. Controlling behaviours and emotional admesalso
present in theirelationships.

5.2 Women in the Community and GBV

This section of the study deals with the analysis of the 119 questionnaires obtained from the
random sample. Some descriptive statistics have been conducted to assess the similarity or
divergence that might exist between the data collected from the vaitiGBV, LGBTQI+

community and the women population in general.

5.2.1 Descriptive Statistics

5.2.1.1 Demographic Profile

Figure 26demonstratethe demographics information regarding the 119 participants for the
random survey. 22.7% resided in Port L9w0.2% resided in the Plaines Wilhems, 19.3%

in Moka, 15.1% in Flacq, 8.4% in Riviere du Rempart, 5.9% in Grand Port, 3.4% in
Pamplemousses and Black River respectively and 1.7% in Savanne. Most of the participants
were educated at secondary school 1€2619%), 21.8% were University degree holders,
11.8% were Diploma holders, 11% were University Post Graduate degree holders, technical
or vocational training and primary school level respectively. 4.2% had no formal education

and 2.5% preferred not to dlsse. The majority of the respondents were employed (55.5%).
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Figure 26: Demographics

5.2.1.2 Controlling behaviour and Emotional Abuse

Out of respondents who faced emotional abuse, the majority reported having been
humiliated and insulted by their partner. The latter prevents them from talking with other
personskeepingtrack of their whereabouts and the persons with whom they interact.
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Figure 27: Controlling Behaviour
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5.2.1.3 Experience and Prevalence of the types of violence

The findings revealed thd9% of the respondents have faced violence during the past 12
months (Figure 29). Verbal, emotional, and psychological abuse was the most common
form of violence that the respondents faced (57%), followed by physical (26%) and
economic abuse (24%) (Figuse).

Have you experienced violence in the past 12
months?

= Yes = No

Figure 29: Experience of violence
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Figure 30: Experience of violence
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5.2.1.4 Frequency of violence

12% of the respondents reported having experienced violence at least 5 times over the past
12 months as opposed to 15% and 10% of them who faced it at least 2 and 3 times
respectively (Figure 31).
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during the past 12 months?
100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
& & & & & 3
,;\\@ q’,(\(“\ <& <& <& & &or';b

0%
% ™ 9 S &

&
Q‘é\

Figure 31: Frequency of violence
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5.2.1.5 Alohol Consumption and Drug Abuse

53% of the respondents reported that their partner consumed alcohol and out of this number,
28% and 21% indicated that they were drunk sometimes and often respetd9elgf the
participants revealed that their partners have made use of drugs asad724% would

often and sometimes get high (Figure 32).

Figure 32: AlcoholConsumption and Drug Abuse

Does (did) your (last) husband/partner drink How often does (did) he get drunk: often, only
alcohol? sometimes or never?
1 30 28
25
21
20 17
15
10
5
0
mYes mNo = Don't Know Often Sometimes Never
Does (did) your (last) husband/partner use other How often does (did) he get high: often, only
drugsf e.g. marijuana? sometimes or never?

— N

= Often = Sometimes = Never

=Yes = No =Don't Know
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5.2.1.6 Reliance on Assistance

The major form of assistance that the respondents sought was from friends or relatives
(43%) (Figure 3). The rest sought help from the police (19%), religious organisations
(17%) and medical institutions (14%) (Figure 34).

Have you sought any help for violence?

“Q

=Yes = No

Figure 33: Sought help when faced with violence

Have you sought any help for
violence? If yes, where did you seek

it?
50
40
30
20
o O
o H B N m B
Religiou
Medical Sodal | Psvchol Relative & ommu
Instituti Police Y NGOs |s/Friend r'lltV Other
Services ogist Organis .
ons S - Police
ations
M Seriesl 14 19 10 11 11 43 17 6 10

Figure 34: Types of help sought
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It has been noted that women who do not report to the police were too ashamed of the act,
did not want to involve the police, are afraid of their partners, the social, family pressure

and because they have children.

Did you apply for form 58 ?

50

40
30
20
10
0

Yes No

19 41

HE

Figure 35: Form 58

Most of the women were faced with mental disorders (47.2%), followed by 24.1% who
suffered from minor bodily injuries, 18.5% experienced bodily injuries of medium gravity,
7.4% revealed experiencing other health disorders and 2.8% reported grievous bodily

injuries.
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Figure 36: Physical Injury
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Chapter 6 Multiple Regression Analysis using Smart PLSSEM

The focus groups discussions undertaken in the first phase of the study as well as the
descriptive statistics delineated some key aspects of the study in terms of the order in which
legislation, prevalence of GBV and the economic costs pertaining to GRvadn,
influence, and relate to each other. The study of the pathways helps to further understand
how GBV impacts the economy. Based on the study of 394 victims of GBV, a structural
equation model using PLS was used to analyse these structural relasotigiough
multiple regression analyses. The first step at building such a pathway model was to estimate
each of the factors that formed the constructs of the model as shown in Appendix 2. This
followed by the validation of the measurement model througfirceatory factor analysis

where an examination of the reliability and validity tests of the proposed model was
undertaken. The second stage of the analysis entailed an evaluation of the structural equation

model.

The constructs of the model were basedeveral questions derived from the questionnaire
and the estimation of costs for tB84 victimssurveyed. The first construct Awareness of
legislation was based on ordinakert rankings whereby 1 = Fully not aware; 2 = Not
aware; 3 = Neither awarnor not aware; 4 = Aware; 5= Fully aware. The construct
effectiveness of legislation was quoted using the following: 1 = Not at all effective; 2=
Slightly Effective;3= Moderately effective; 4= Very Effective. and 5= Extremely Effective.
Prevalence wasonstructed based on whether victims suffered from verbal, physical,
economic, and sexual violence as well as the number of times the victim had suffered from
vi ol ence over t he past 12 mont hs. Controllin
responses to @stions on whether their partner was jealous, accused them of being
unfaithful, did not allow them to meet their female/male friends as well as family and
insisted on always knowing the victims whereabouts. Emotional Abuse was constructed
based on the pactpants' response to whether their partner humiliated them, threatened to
hurt, or harm them or insulted them. The responses for the last two construatscested

such that 1 indicated yes and 0O indicated No. Educational Loss pertained to howosnost f

82



school activities including the number of hours lost for not being able to attend classes, not

being able to do homework and school physical educational activities.

Results of th&€onfirmatory Factor Analysias part of the measurement model are depicted

in Table 9.1.
Table 9.1: Confirmatory Factor Analysis
Cronbach's alphg Composite Composite Average variancg
reliability (rho_a)| reliability (rho_c)| extracted (AVE)

Awareness 0.913 0.932 0.931 0.632
Controlling 0.801 0.913 0.874 0.628

Behaviour

Educational Losg 0.910 0.913 0.944 0.849
Effectiveness 0.942 0.951 0.952 0.716

Emotional Abuse| 0.906 0.917 0.941 0.842

The results show evidence of reliability and validity of the reflective constructs presented

in the model. The Cronbach alpha for the constructs were all above the minimum

recommended cut off level of 0.7 (Nunally and Bernstein, 1994).

The Second stage of the Structural Equation Modelling was the estimation of the proposed

multiple regressions analyses which was undertaken using Bootstrapping in SmartPLS 4.

The model was as follows:
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Emotional Abuse 0.000

0.000 0.000
HC

0.508
ORD

Awareness Effectiveness

Prevalence
|

0.000 0.012

0.040
ORD

Controlling Behaviour

Educational Loss

Figure 37: The Tested Multidimensional Framework
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Table 9.2 Structural relations and path significance

Original Standard | T statistics [ P values
sample (O)| deviation | (|JO/STDEV|)
(STDEV)

Awareness> Effectiveness 0.713 0.025 29.058 0.000
Controlling Behaviour> Prevalence| 0.210 0.084 2.516 0.012
Effectiveness> Controlling -0.200 0.050 3.999 0.000
Behaviour

Effectiveness> Emotional Abuse | -0.256 0.048 5.337 0.000
Effectiveness> Prevalence -0.172 0.058 2.939 0.003
Emotional Abuse> Prevalence 0.337 0.083 4.067 0.000
Prevalence> Educational Loss 0.159 0.034 4.655 0.000
Prevalence> HC 0.020 0.061 0.324 0.746
Prevalence> IC 0.197 0.045 4.397 0.000
Prevalence> LC 0.069 0.043 1.592 0.112
Prevalence> PC 0.248 0.040 6.219 0.000

Note: HC: Health Cost, IC: Indirect Cost, LC: Legal Cost, PC: Personal Cost
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6.1 Analysis of the Hypotheses

6.1.1 Prevalence of GBV

Controlling Behaviours and Prevalence of GBV

Prevalence of GBV has long been discussed and reported across various countries
(Enaifoghe et al., 2021; Dangal et al., 2022), including Mauritius (Beebeejaun, Appadoo
and Mahadew, 2022). Given its complex natuand lack of a proper definition
encompassing all the diverse forms of GBV, for an adequate and accurate comprehension
of the prevalence of GBMhe prevalence of GBV is being understood and explained by

three different aspects:

() physical, sexual, verbal, emotional, psychological and economic abuse
(i) controlling behaviours of partners

(iif) emotional abuse experienced by the victims for tegearch.

A positive relationship has been reported between controlling behaviour and prevalence of
GBV (3=0.210, Tvalue= 2.516, fvalue= 0.012)The more the partners exhibit controlling
behaviours like jealousy, frequent accusation of distgyahnd limit their partners
movement, the more frequent is the prevalence of GBV between the couples. It has to be
acknowledged that Mauritius is much of a patriarchal society where acceptance of
dominance andecisionmakinglies with males. Some femalesght think that it is normal

for their partners to show controlling behaviours, however in the short or long term these
behaviours appear to result in the practice of GBV (physical, sexual, verbal, emotional,
psychological,and economic abuse) against wveam As a consequence, children and

teenagers also might fall in the web of GBV.
Emotional Abuse and Prevalence of GBV

A positive relationship has been noted betweetotional abuse and GB®= 0.337, T
value= 4.067, grvalue= 0.000) a similar finding studies like Chime, Nduagubam and Orji

86



(2022). When emotional abuse increases it has a direct positive impact on prevalence of
GBV. Women in Mauritius are thus beiadpused emotionally because of the continuous
suppressionpppressionand dominance thdhey faced. Public or prate humiliation or

insults can be said to be a normal activity which is accepted and tolerated by women in
Mauritian society. Again, this paints the submissive nature of women and the patriarchal
society where men are allowedverbally, physicallysexually,and economically abuse

their partners.
Prevalence of GBV and Educational loss

A positive relationship has been reported between prevalence of GBV and Educational loss
(B=0.159, Fvalue= 4.655, ywalue= 0.000) which isiiline with the study of Udigwet al.

(2021). Indeed, children and teenagers being exposed to and/or experiencing frequent
diverse forms of GBV has a great impact on their education. They are frequently absent
from school, not being able to do homeworld asther related school activities. This
educational loss has an impact on the students and also on their overall development as a
citizen. The educational loss might also result in them not being able to complete their
schooling and they might be pronedther illicit activities. Educational loss has a huge

impact on the overall functioning of the society.

6.1.2 Legislation and GBV Prevalence

Awareness of legislation and Effectiveness of legislation

A positive relationship was found between awarenédsgislation and effectiveness of
legislation(3=0.713 T-value= 29.058, ywalue= 0.000)Awareness of legislation on GBV

is a crucial factor that can contribute to the effectiveness of these laws. The legislation aimed
at preventing and responding@®®V would thus only be effective if they are widely known

and understood by the public, including potential victims and perpetrators. It is only when
individuals, communities, and institutions are aware of the laws and policies that protect
and promote galer equalitythat theyare more likely to recognise and address cases of

gendefbased violence, seek support, and hold perpetrators liable for their actions.
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Effectiveness of the legislation and Prevalence

The data demonstrated a negative relationship between effectiveness and prevalence of
GBYV (3=-0.172 T-value= 2.939, ywvalue= 0.003). The effectiveness of legislation can have

a significant impact on the prevalence of GBV. If the laws are well draivedprehensive,

and effectively enforced, they assist in the establishment of a legal framework that protects
the rights of women and girls and ensures that perpetrators are prosecuted for their actions.
This can help to deter potential offenders, prometedgr equality, and ultimately reduce

the incidence and prevalence of GBV. In contrast, weak or ineffective laws can contribute
to a climate of impunity for perpetrators, which can perpetuate and even exacerbate GBV.
This could also lead to a culture ofesice and tolerance of GBV, making it more difficult

for victims to come forward and seek help.
Effectiveness of legislation on Controlling Behaviour

The results of the analysis show that there is a negative significant relationship between
effectiveness folegislation in place and Controlling Behaviour of the partners-Q220Q
T-value= 3.999, ywvalue= 0.000)Thus, when the legal framework is working and effective,

the perpetrators refrain from controlling behaviotitse effectiveness of the legislation acts

as a deterrent and helps in preventing controlling behaviour.
Effectiveness of legislation on Enuotal Abuse

The model also shows an inverse relationship between effectiveness of legislation and
emotional abuse (39.256 T-value= 5.337, yvalue= 0.000)When the legal machinery is
working and effective, there is less emotional abuse. The perpsteat® aware of the
repercussions of engaging in emotional violence against women and therefore, are more
likely to abstain from such behaviouss a result, women are less insulted, humiliated or

threatened. The effectiveness of the laws helps pretatien from emotional abuse.
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6.1.3 GBV Prevalence and Economic Costs

6 The results demonstrate that the relationship between GBV prevalence and the
health costs borne by victims is positive and not significantQ(®2Q T-value=

0.324, pvalue= 0.746). Tis is explained by the fact that when there is a high
prevalence of GBV, the related health costs are borne by theatetethan by the
victims. The greater the number of victims experiencing physical, sexual, emotional
or economic violence anddlmore frequent these acts of violence, the greater the
extent of physical injuries or mental damage cau$éd in turn leads victims to

have recourse to public health care facilities rather than private health care since the
latter might not be afforble.

6 The relationship between GBV Prevalence and Legal Costs is positive but not
significant (3=0.069 T-value= 1.592, svalue= 0.112). In a similar vein, where
GBV Prevalence is high, victims prefer to have recourse to public legal services
ratherthan private services, which they find very costliiis reconciles with some

of the arguments raised during the focus group discussions where some members
spoke about the prohibitive costs of legal servidé® results could also be due to
underreprting, whereby victims do not seek legal assistance due to fear of social

stigmatisation.

6 There is a positive and significant relationship between GBV Prevalence and
Personal Costf3=0.248 T-value= 6.219, fwalue= 0.000). As highlighted earlie

in the discussions, Personal Costs amount to a higher percentage of total economic
costs borne by victims of GBV. While victims can resort to public health and legal
services, they need to bear personal costs insofar as transport costs, damage to
propery and change of residence amongst other personal expenses. The higher the

prevalence of GBV the greater the personal costs incurred by victims.

6 There is a positive and significant relationship between GBV Prevalence and
Indirect Costs (39€.197 T-value=4.397, pvalue= 0.000)The higher the number
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of victims of GBV and the more frequent these acts of violence, the greater the loss
of income and other productive output. This is explained by the effect of GBV on
absenteeism, hospitalisation, inabilityperform household chores and other unpaid

tasks and time lost in addressing legal and other matters.
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Chapter 7 Discussions & Recommendations

The underlying causes of GBV in Mauritius are complex and #Hayléred since several

factors contribute to the problem. These factors include societal norms and beliefs that
perpetuate gender inequality and discrimination, poverty, limited educatiormatwppes,

unempl oyment, and | ack of victimsodé access to
2018 study entitled ASociological Profiling o
several risk factors to domestic violence in Mauritius inclgdinohol and substance abuse

unempl oyment , |l engthy work hour s, gender i ne
educational achievement (Koodoruth and Sultan, 2018). For this reason, there is a need for

a fully integrated approach to address GBV thatomdy tackles deeply rooted gender

inequalities but also operates to empower and recognise the diverse experience of women,

children, teenagers and the LGBTQI+ community.

The studies undertaken in this report have revealed that prevalence of GBV has a
consequential impact on the economic costerms ofboth direct costs and indirect costs.
Victims suffer because they have to allocate theirdearded money on medical treatments,

legal help, and personal expenses like payment of rent for a teegadling and purchase

of lost or damaged property. The costs though are further exacerbated since there are a
multitude of opportunity costs that arise in terms of loss of hours that could have been spent
on education, goods and services that are fagond ue t o vi cti msdoé 1 nabi
employment as well as inability to perform their daily household chores. GBV thus has far
reaching consequences on the Mauritian economy, where our labour force is the key driving
engine of economic growthHence GB/ should be curbed and reduced to the lowest
possible level. Thus, the issue should be a matter of concern for each member of the
Mauritian society, and not only the government or NGOs.
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Based on the results of the studies conducted in this report|litheihg recommendations
are being made:

6 To facilitate policy decisions inombatingGBYV, the gaps in data collection should

be addressed by all the stakeholders concefiffe proportion of the public health
budget, and the share of police and law enforcement expenditures that go into
dealing with victims of GBV and abusers are not known. The proportion of time that
police officers, judges and other court officers spend BX Gases is not computed,
which implies that a robust apportionment of their salaries and other related costs to
GBYV is not possibleThis gap in data availability can be addressed by future research
with the administration of data collection templatespecific institutions to gather
information on the unit cost of specialised servidesinique identifier to record
cases of GBV is recommended. The database should record information on all the
different aspects of GBV including the number of hourssje police stations,
healthcare facilities and the length and type of treatment administered, types of legal
help the victim benefitted from as well as a follow up of what happens to the victim
after the incidence of violence. The harmonised data wilp ladl relevant

stakeholders in taking appropriate measures to reduce GBV.

6 Since GBV has a consequential impact on the economy of the country due to the
dent it puts in the level of production both in paid and unpaid work activities.
Prevention is betteghan cure. The results of the PLS model showdthatreness of
the legislation has a positive impact on the effectiveness of the laws and thus helps
to curb prevalence. Hence more awareness programmes should be created to
sensitise citizens on the diféart laws that protect them. Awarenessildalso stop
the perpetrators from engaging in GBMhese awareness campaigns about the law
should start from a very young age since the survey results show that many children
are impacted by GBVand they may not even be aware that they are being victims
of GBV. Social workers could assume a key role in this by going to various

institutions to create awareness of the legal framework in place.
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6 The Structural Equation Model also shows tiaattroling behaviour of partners and
emotional abuse increases the prevalence Taese two factors are perhaps the
beginning of GBV which ultimately develops in more severe forms of GBV. There

is a need to address these issues and educate everyone in society that these are not
appropriate or normal behaviours. These types of behawdten go unnoticed by

victims due the patriarchal nature of sociefjhe educational curriculum could

further stress over the n@atceptance of such behaviouswareness should also

be raised amongst members of the Mauritian society where religigasisations

could take a more involved role in this campaiBeligious bodies have a critical

role to play.

6 Victims are constantly being supported through the setting up of shelters. Yet, there
is a lot to be done in this area in terms of bothength over which the victims can
remain in these shelters as well as the support services being provided to them in
terms of empowerment to work and psychological supporthis endeavour, the
government coulthke a more hanesn approachsinceit has a duty of care towards

its citizens.Likewise, companiescould be more supportive towards their staff
members who become victims in a confidential and respectful manner. Companies
could help these staff members by providing/spanggusychological therapy and

offer more flexibility in terms of hours of work.

o Setting up a shelter for perpetrators/abusers could discourage GBV. The perpetrators
might besuffering from mental healtissueshence they should be taken away from

the vidims and treated for the mental disorders they are suffering Edocation,
compulsorytherapy, and regular counsellingvill help reduce the chances of

reoffending.

6 Both primary and secondary schools could be equippedstathincluding holistic
teachers specifically trained to provide support for different types of &t¢ting
students. This could take the form of assistance to students to catuh the

learning time lost, and educational counselling to motivate students to perform well
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in their studies. The dedicated support staff should undertake more activities at
schools/colleges to identify children who are constantly witnessing or expagenci
violence at home or other plac&sirthermore, a study on dropouts due to GBV
should be conducted to -ohannel these students to other educational and

professional pathways so that they are not marginalised.

Police stations should be well equipggectaterfor the needs of the victims of GBV.
Police officers should be well trained to take charge of victims of violelice
separate room should be included in police stations to maintain the privacy of the
victims and to better help them to expleelate their victimisation. Male and female
police officers together with a psychologist should attend to the victims. Victims

should feel secure to relate their situation to the police.

Citizensshould participate more actiyeh the fight against GBV since they have a
strong potential through their voice to discourage violence. To assist in this
endeavour, soctoultural organisations should use their proximity to their members

to preach ad sensitise them on the damaging repercussions of gbasked
violence on the socieconomic progress of families and the country at large. The
mediahas an equal role to play in this regard and there should be an aligned
consensus between differgmbviders to send a clear message to stop GBV. Radio
stations and the written press should organise frequent interventions to educate
individuals in Mauritian society to abstain from gender discriminatory behaviour
and GBV.

Undoubtedly, the Constitutiasf Mauritius guarantees equality for all citizens and there are

several laws that address discrimination as discussed earlier. Thawartgd Gender

Equality Bill whichis currently being drafted with the assistance of the European Usion,

expected to uphold the obligations of Mauritius under the Convention on the Elimination of

All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and the African Maputo Protocol

(Government of Mauritius, 2019). At the time of the writing of this report, the Gende

Equality Bill was yet to be released. Gender equality laws assist in preventing discrimination
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and inequality based on gender and to secure equal and fair treatment of all citizens
regardless of their gender. These legislations can promote the elimiobtiscriminatory
practices and procedures that could otherwise undermine the rights of the citizens,
particularly the vulnerable groups to interact and participate fully in various dreas.
absence of the Gender Equality Act in Mauritius is a mafteoncern for the country. This

is because it could potentially limit the state's ability to effectively address and prevent GBV
and discrimination, and to promote gender equality. For this reason, it is important for
Mauritius to come forward with thenactment of the Gender Equality Bill without any
further delay.Moreover, as indicated in the National Strategy and Action Plan on the
Elimination of Gender Based Violence 202024, providing an express provision
addressing GBYV is desired. However, it is important that any such provision addresses all

forms of GBV (hcluding both traditional and emerging forms).

Furthermore, despite having enacted legislations that prohibit discrimination in the context

of employment on the grounds of sex, gender and sexual orientation, unfortunately in
Mauritius samesex sexual aivity is still criminalised under Section 250 of the Criminal

Code 1838 with a maximum penalty of 5 yearsboé
concerns both sarreex and oppositeex sexual activity, it can be seen as criminalising

men and not womefVhile it has been reported that this provision is practically never used

in practice against sansex couple, except where one partner claimed to been victim of

sexual assault (US Department of States, 2021). As such it appears that this section is mainly
outdated and unfortunately generates further acts of discrimination against the LGBTQI+

community.

The Protection from Domestic Violence Act 1997 needs a more inclusive definition of
domestic violenchich captures all forms of violence betwespousesr partners (former

or current) It should also be more inclusive to recognise same sex couples within the
definition of spouse to better protect thebhe Law Reform Commission (2014) advised
that all types of domestic violence as well lag tleliberate conduct of seriously harming
the mental health of the victim using coercive control. It also recommended that the
Criminal Code be amended to include aggravating circumstances which would carry
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tougher penalties. Moreover, the Act in its rgsform neither applies to abuse that are
perpetuated in dating relationships nor to same sex couples or homosexual relationships. A
more inclusive definition of domestic violence is required which captures all forms of
violence between spouses or parsn@ormer or current), irrespective of whether the abuser
occupies or has occupied the same residence as the victim. The Law Reform Commission
(2014) advised that all types of domestic violence as well as the deliberate conduct of
seriously harming the m&al health of the victim using coercive control. The Criminal Code

can also be amended to include aggravating circumstances which would carry tougher

penalties.

The absence of a definition for rape is clearly against the principle of legality which is
coptured in the latin maxim nul | um c¢cr i men, nAct¢otdiag tgptbie n a
principle, an act does not constitute an offence and therefore, is not liable to punishment
except where the law specifically criminalises it and stipulates the penatiye bies
commission. As such offences should accurately be defined and as explicitly as possible
(Seelinger, Fenwick, and Alrabe, 2020). Currently, there are no statlgbnition of rape

within our laws which calls for amrgent need for aefinition for rape (including
penetrationpnd sexual assaulloreover, the Criminal Code only criminalised rape within
marriage in certain circumstances under Section 249 but does not expressly criminalise
marital rape except where there is sodomy. For inst@wmamany v The State (1998) SCJ

152 and R. Gopaul v Th&tate (2011) SCJ 193 are cases whereby acts of sodomy were
perpetrated by the offenders on their wife without consent. They were tried under Section
249 of the Criminal Code. So far, courts have not interpreted this provision as encompassing
marital rape Similarly, although the definition of domestic violence under the Protection
from Domestic Violence Act 1997 includes forcingot hr eat eni ng oneds
in sexual acts that the latter or the other person is entitled to refuse, it does ruayexpli
prohibit marital rapeln the landmark UK cas® v R (1991) 3 WLR 767 HtheHouse of

Lords upheld the conviction of the defendant for attempted rape. The Lords pointed out that

S

it is outrageous for a woman to be considered the property of hea mushb. The Hal

proposition of the implied consent of the wife to sexual intercourse with her spouse at all

times, regardless of her health or mental state no longer finds its place in modern times.
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Another provision of concern under the Criminal Code esti®n 242, which supports
manslaughter committed in the event of adultery ought to be repealed.

The adoption of law is definitely an important tool to contribute to addressing gender
inequality, but it is not sufficient to realise de facto gender @gu@lousmouti, 2022).

This is wherepostlegislative scrutinycan help in ensuring legislation that assists in
achieving de facto equality are adopted and enforced:Llegsilative Scrutiny is a broad

term that describes the process through whichaoaent examines the extent to which the
enacted legislations have achieved their objectives and their impact (De Vrieze and Norton,
2020). In particular, Podtegislative Scrutiny has two dimensions: examination of the
enactment of the law including tAecompanying laws and interpretation by the courts and
assessment of the impact of the law in terms of whether the objectives have been achieved
and to what extent (De Vrieze, 2018). It provides the necessary hindsight to examine
intersections across impacand find the positive and negative effects at a larger scale. It
reveals what was and was not effective, and why and what should be amended. Post
legislative scrutiny can also be applied from a gender perspective. This approach is
addressed as gendmnsitive postlegislative scrutiny (Mousmouti, 2020). It reveals how

the laws impact different segments such as men, women, children, teenagers and LGBTI+
community and their positive or negative impact on existing stereotypes and inequalities. It
also evalates the horizontal or sectoral outcomes and effects of the law including the impact
of legislation on these different groups, on inclusivity, on sustainable development or on
future generations or several of these at the same time. In case of linviedessavailable

to the parliament, a pilot project approach of 2 years could be endorsed to scrutinise the
implementation of selected legislations. This could be either in the form of a committee
review of Ministry reports, committee review of outsourcingsearch by external
institutions or committeéed inquiries and ikhouse research (De Vrieze, 2018). The
evaluation of the pilot could then be used as a foundation to implement an integrated system.
It is crucial that the review undertaken is not onlgrsas relevant in the eyes of the citizens

but also enables them to participate in the process.
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Annex 1 Focus Group Intervew Questionnaire

Gender Based Violence and its Economic Impact in Mauritius
Focus Group Discussion on 22nd of November 2022 @ 09.15
Discussion Part 1

Gender-Based Violence in Mauritius

According to the last report from the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family Welfare in
2021, the number of reported cases by women victims with regards to Gender-Based
Violence in Mauritius was 1654.

Q1. What are your views with regards to Gender-Based Violence in Mauritius?

Q2a. Often, we hear of GBV cases, but they are not necessarily reported. In your opinion, how
serious is this situation and why do victims choose not to report?

(Q2b. What can be done to deal with under-reported cases?
Q2c. What could be the best approach to identify these unreported cases?

Q3a. What are your views on the various initiatives regarding GBV of the following
stakeholders:

(1) The government
(1) The NGOs

(1i1) Private Sector
(iv) Civil Society

(v) Media

(vi) Religious Leaders

Q3b. To what extent do you think the relevant stakeholders are working/cooperating in a
synchronised manner?

Q3c. Do we have multi-stakeholder partnerships in GBV prevention?

Q3d. Are the actions adequate/synergised/sustained?
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Various studies have shown that there are different types of costs associated with GBV
namely, direct cost and indirect cost.

Examples of direct costs are:

Treatments that the victims would require like physical, mental, and medical treatment
and psychosocial interventions. The indirect costs relate to the impact of loss of income on

the GDP of Mauritius.

Q4a. What are the different types of personal costs that the victims have to bear?

Q4b. Can you please give us a rough estimate of how long do victims take to recover from the
abuse?

(1) Physical Violence

(11) Sexual Violence

(111) Verbal/ Psychological Violence
(1v) Emotional Violence

(v) Economical Violence

Q5. What is the impact of the violence on employment for the victims? For e.g. number of
days of employment lost.

Q6. Are you aware of any cases where victims of GBV have been subject to total permanent
disability where the victims could no longer work?

Q7. How have been the number of reported cases against men over the last few years?

Q8. Are there frequent cases of over-stay in hospitals due to lack of shelters?

Q9. According to you, what are the cost of GBV on the economy (GDP, Unemployment etc)?
Q10. Are women often blamed to be responsible for the assault?

Q11. Do you believe that the victims of GBV are usually the same victims (repeated case)?
Q12. What goes wrong in our approach/system in place which leads to recurrence of old cases?

Q13. What forms of rehabilitation are being provided to offenders?
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Discussion Part 2
Section A
Child/Teens

According to Child Development Unit (CDU), there has been 4,746 reported cases of child
abuse in Mauritius in the year 2021.

Q1. What specialised forms of support are being provided to cater for children and teens?
Q2. What is the most prevalent form of gender-based violence against children and teens?

Q3. Considering that children/teenagers are very vulnerable and lack awareness of the issue, is
there a proper structure to detect such cases/ especially under reported cases?

Q4. When children/teenagers become victims of abuse, how long does it take them to
overcome the effects?

Q5. How many days do they lose out from school?

Q6. Do you think that children/teenagers are more at risk of dropping out of school or fail their
exams?

Q7. What is the impact that stays on them when they are grown up?
Q8. What type of training are the support staff (in schools and shelters) for children provided?

Q9. Are moral values classes embedded in the curriculum? What is being done at
school/colleges to deter these types of abusive behaviours?

Q10. What happens to the abused children/teenagers who dropped out from schools?

Q11. What are the costs implications on the society and the country as whole?

Section B

Q1. What is the current situation with regards to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer
and Intersex (LGBTQI) people in Mauritius?

Q2. A lot of studies revealed that LGBTQI people feel victimized and discriminated against?
Do you agree with this statement?
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Q3. Do LGBTQI people receive sufficient protection against GBV?
Q4. Can you relate any situation?

Q5. What is the most prevalent form of gender-based violence against LGBTQI people in
Mauritius?

Q6. What are the different types of personal costs that the LGBTQI victims have to bear?
Q7. Do LGBTQI people face barriers in accessing or benefiting from GBV support?

Q8. Do our legislations cater for their rights? / Do LGBTQI people enjoy the same treatment as
any other citizens of Mauritius?

Q9. What are the authorities doing to protect the rights of the LGBTQI people?
Q10. Can you name some authorities?

Q11. What can be done to better the current situation of the LGBTQI in Mauritius?

Section C

Q1. What are your views on the ability of the legal framework to respond compassionately to
victims of GBV and to provide them with justice? Do they have adequate access to justice
particularly in getting judgement?

Q2. Do victims of gender-based violence receive adequate protection under the law?

Q3. Do protection orders really protect the victims of gender-based violence? Do the
consequences of breaching these orders deter the perpetrators/abusers?

Q4. Do we have enough resources or mechanisms to properly enforce the existing laws such as
the Protection against domestic violence Act?

Q5. We often hear that despite there being a high prevalence of domestic violence in Mauritius,
there is still a low prosecution rate. Why do you think this is the case and what do you think
should be done to remedy this?

Q6. What are the main challenges in hearing and adjudicating gender-based violence cases?
(for example, issues related to the funding, human resource, infrastructure, equipment, cultural
resistance, political interference etc.)
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Q7. The Gender Equality Bill was long announced by the authorities (its first announcement
dates back to 2017) but still has not yet been enacted. What are your views regarding the
absence of this piece of legislation in our legal framework?

Q8. Recently, new laws, namely the Children’s Act 2020, the Child Sex Offender Register Act
2020 and the Children’s Court Act 2020 have been enacted to better protect the rights of
Children in Mauritius. What are your views on these new laws?

Q9. Do you think that the judiciary and law enforcement department have the necessary skill,
training and capacity to address cases of GBV?

Q10. Are there any particular legislation(s) that requires amendment? Why and how do you
think they could be changed?

END OF QUESTIONNAIRE
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Annex 2 Preliminary Survey Questionnaire

Title: Gender-Based Violence and its Impact

on the Economic Cost in Mauritius

Date (DD/MM/YY)

/ /

No.

Check/question

Response

Code

District

Please insert the appropriate code: 1= Moka; 2= Flacq; 3= Riviere du Rempart; 4 = Port
Louis; 5 = Pamplemousses; 6 = Grand Port; 7 = Savanne; 8 = Plaines Wilhems; 9 = Black

River

Section A: Background and experience of violence

Please record your answer in the blank space provided

Al How old were you at your last Age in years
birthday?
A2 Gender Identity 0 = Male
1= Female
Others (Please specify)
A3 What is your highest level of 0 = Never attended school

education?

1 = No formal education

2 = Primary school

3 = Secondary school

4 = Technical or vocational training

5 = College (diploma, 2 years)
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6 = University (degree)

7 = University (post-graduate
degree)

99 = Prefer not to answer

A4 What is your main occupational 01 = Employed
status?
02 = Self-employed
03 = Student
¢ “Interviewer’: DO NOT Reap ouT | 04 = Housewife
OPTIONS, ONLY ONE RESPONSE 05 = Unemployed
POSSIBLE
06 = Pensioner/retired
07 = Other (specify)
A5 If you are employed, do you work in 01 = Formal sector
the formal sector or informal sector?
02 = Informal sector
A6 If you are employed, please answer the following:

Working days in a month

Working hours per day

Per day wage:

Cash

In kind

Other (specify)

If you receive an increase of Rs 100 in
your income, how much would you
consume (rather than save) out of it?
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A8

What is your current

01 = Single (never married)

relationship/marital status?

02 = Married (civil marriage or

traditional)

03 = Widowed

04 = Divorced

05 = Separated

06 = Live-In Relationship
(Cohabitation)
99 = Prefer not to say
A9 Please tell me if these apply to your relationship with | Yes No Code
your (last) husband/ partner
1 He (is/was) jealous or angry if you (talk/talked) | 1 2
to other men?
2 He frequently (accuses/accused) you of being 1 2
unfaithful?
3 He (does/did) not permit you to meet your 1 2
female friends?
4 He (tries/tried) to limit your contact with your | 1 2
family?
5 He (insists/insisted) on knowing where you 1 2
(are/were) at all times?
A10 Did your (last) husband/partner ever: Yes No If yes, how often in the
past 12 months?
Say or do something to humiliate you in 1 2
front of others?
Threaten to hurt or harm you or someone 1 2
you care about?
Insult you or make you feel bad about 1 2

yourself?
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A1 Have you ever experienced | 01 = Yes
violence?
02 = No
99 = Prefer not to answer
A12 If yes to A11, who was 01 = My current husband/partner
responsible?
02 = My previous husband/partner
03 = Other family member (specify)
4 ‘Interviewer’: Multiple 04 = My current employer
responses possible 05 = My previous employer
06 = My colleague
07 = Stranger
08 = School teacher
09 = Other (specify)
A13 If yes to A11, what types of violence 01 = Physical (beating, kicking,

did you experience?

4 ‘Interviewer’: Multiple responses
possible

other form of physical abuse)

02 = Sexual (non-consensual sexual
intercourse, harassment)

03 = Verbal, Emotional,
psychological (humiliation,
intimidation, blackmailing)

04 = Economic (manipulation with
money, financial dependency)

05 = Other (specify)

99 Prefer not to answer
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A14 Have you experienced violence in | 01 = Yes
the past 12 months?
02 = No
99 = Prefer not to answer
A15 If yes to A14, please state your 01 = Employed
status in the labour market at the
time of violence? 02 = Self-employed
03 = Student
04 = Housewife
¢+ ‘Interviewer’: Two answers | 09 = Unemployed
possible if respondent was student _
in past 12 months and is no longer 06 = Pensioner
one at time of interview
07 = Maternity leave
08 = Other (specify)
A16 If yes to A14, who was responsible? | 01 = My current husband/partner

4 ‘Interviewer’: Multiple responses
possible

02 = My previous husband/partner

03 = Other family members (specify)

04 = My current employer

05 = My previous employer

06 = My colleague

07 = Stranger

08 = School teacher

09 = Other (specify)
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A17 If yes to A14, what types of violence | 01 = Physical (beating, kicking, other
did you experience? form of physical abuse)
02 = Sexual (non-consensual sexual
intercourse, harassment)
L I‘nter\rlewer : Multiple responses 03 = Verbal, Emotional, psychological
possible (humiliation, intimidation,
blackmailing)
04 = Economic (manipulation with
money, financial dependency)
05 = Other
99 = Prefer not to answer
A18 If yes to A14, how many times have | 01 = One
you experienced violence during the
past 12 months? 02 = Two
03 = Three
04 = Four
05 = Other (Specify)
99 = Prefer not to answer
A19 Does (did) your (last) husband/partner | 01 = Yes
drink alcohol?
02 = No
99 = N/A
A20 How often does (did) he get drunk: 01 = Often
often, only sometimes or never?
02 = Sometimes
03 = Never
A21 Does (did) your (last) husband/partner | 01 = Yes
use other drugs, e.g. marijuana?
02 = No » A23

99 = Don’t know » A23
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A22 How often does (did) he get high: 01 = Often
often, only sometimes or never?
02 = Sometimes
03 =Never
A23 Are (were) you afraid of your last 01 = Most of the time

husband/partner: most of the time,
sometimes or never?

02 = Sometimes

03 = Never

Applicable to Women having children under the age of 10.

A24 Do you have children under age 10 01 =Yes
(age 0-10) living with you?
02 = No » A26
If yes, how many?
A25 If you have ever experienced violence, | 01 = Yes
did your child/children witness the
violence? 02 = No
A26 If yes to A24, what types of violence | 01 = Physical (beating, kicking, other

did your child/children experience?

form of physical abuse)

02 = Sexual (non-consensual sexual
intercourse, harassment)

4 ‘Interviewer’: Multiple responses
possible

03 = Verbal, Emotional, psychological
(humiliation, intimidation,
blackmailing)

04 = Economic (manipulation with
money, financial dependency)

05 = Other

99 = Prefer not to answer
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A26 If yes to A24, who was responsible? 01 = My current husband/partner

02 = My previous husband/partner

¢ ‘Interviewer’: Multiple responses 03 = Myself

possible 04 = Other family members (specify)

05 = Stranger

06 = School teacher

07 = Other (specify)

Applicable to women with teenagers between the age range of 11-17 years

A27 Do you have teenagers within the age | 01 = Yes
range (11-17) living with you?
02 = No
If yes, how many?
A25 If you have ever experienced violence, | 01 = Yes
did your teenager/s witness the
violence? 02 = No
A26 If yes to A25, what types of violence | 01 = Physical (beating, kicking, other
did they experience? form of physical abuse)

02 = Sexual (non-consensual sexual
intercourse, harassment)

4 ‘Interviewer’: Multiple responses

" 03 = Verbal, Emotional, psychological
possible

(humiliation, intimidation,
blackmailing)

04 = Economic (manipulation with
money, financial dependency)

05 = Other

99 = Prefer not to answer
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A27

If yes to A25, how many times have

they experienced violence during
the past 12 months?

01 = One
02 = Two
03 = Three
04 = Four

05 = Other (Specify)

99 = Prefer not to answer

A28 Have you ever witnessed violence in 01 = Yes
the household?

02 = No

A29 Have you sought any help for 01 = No

violence? If yes, where did you seek
it?

¢ ‘Interviewer’: Multiple responses
possible

02 = Yes, medical institutions

03 = Yes, police

04 = Yes, social services

05 = Yes, psychologist

06 = Yes, NGOs

07 = Yes, relatives/friends

08 = Yes, religious organisation

09 = Yes, community police

10 = Other

99 = Prefer not to answer
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Section B: Health losses and status of incapacity

incapacity (invalid status)?

B1 What kind of bodily injuries did you | 01 = Minor bodily injuries (bruises,
have/have you got? scratches, etc.)
02 = Bodily injuries of medium
gravity (dislocations, fractures,
4 ‘Interviewer’: Multiple responses sprains, etc.)
possible 03 = Grievous bodily injuries (deep
wounds, serious head injuries, etc.)
04 = Other health disorders, not
injuries (general sickness,
aggravation of chronic diseases)
05 = None
B2 Were you on sick leave because of 1=No
the injuries?
2 =Yes
3 = Not applicable (unemployed,
maternity leave, pensioner)
If yes, for how many days?
B3 Were you hospitalised because of the 01 =No
injuries?
02 = Yes
If yes, for how many days were you hospitalised?
B4 Were you bedridden because of the 01 = No
injuries?
02 = Yes
If yes, for how many days were you bedridden?
B5 Did the injuries result in permanent 01 = No

02 = Yes, partially but not
officially documented

03 = Yes, | am receiving
invalid benefits
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Bé Have the injuries/violence affected your 01 = No unless respondent was
daily household work (housekeeping, a student in the past 12
childcare, care for other members of the | months
family)?

02 = Yes
If yes, how much time do you usually devote to household activity?

B7 If yes, have the injuries/violence prevented | Yes No If yes, for how many
you from doing one of the following? hours?
Childcare 1 2 hours
Care for members of the family 1 2 hours
Activities for production of food (e.g. 1 2 hours
farming)

Housekeeping 1 2 hours
Paid employment activities 1 2 hours
Prefer not to answer 99

B8 Have the injuries/violence affected your 01 = No
children/teens from daily schoolwork
(attending classes, homework, sports,
etc.)? 02 = Yes
Yes, how much time do you usually devote to school activity? (Hours /

Day)

B9 If yes, have the injuries/violence Yes No If yes, for how many
prevented your children/teens from doing days?
one of the following?
Attending classes 1 2 hours
Homework 1 2 hours
School sports 1 2 hours
Prefer not to answer 99
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FOR ALL RESPONDENTS

B10 Did you or your family member pay for | 01 = No
the medical expenses?
02 = Yes, partially
03 = Yes, fully
If yes to B10, please specify the amount paid during the past 12 months?
B11
B12 If no to B10, who paid? 01 = Other relative

02 = Friend

03 = Employer

04 = Perpetrator

05 = Teacher

06 = Public Health care facility

07 = Other (specify)

Amount paid

Section C: Personal cash expenses

Cc1

Have you experienced any material
damage to your property or family
property?

01 =Now» C2

02 = Yes

If yes, please state the cost

Cc2

Have you experienced any losses related
to earnings (e.g. job loss, inability to
concentrate on work, temporary
incapacity)?

01 =Now» C3

02 = Yes

If yes, how much would the estimated loss be?
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Personal Expenses borne by You/Your Family

02 = Parents

03 = Took money from family budget

04 = My abuser

05 = Other (e.g. friends, employers,
distant relatives, my children etc.)

C3 Please indicate all items borne by you or your family to cope with violence | Cost
1. Transportation to and from healthcare institutions, police
departments, forensics, courts, social service providers, etc.
Private
Fees 2. Ambulance call, healthcare services, laboratory tests
3. Diagnostics examination and purchase of medicines
4. Inpatient treatment (hospital)
5. Consultation with psychologist/psychotherapist
6. Consultation with child psychologist
7. Legal advice and legal support in court
8. Administrative services such as payments for issuing certificates,
mandatory court fees and document recovery
9. Payment of rent for a separate apartment (monthly)
10. Moving to a new place of residence, placing children in another
school
11. Purchase of lost or damaged personal property (clothes, shoes,
etc.)
12. Cost related to searching for a new job/school
13. Others (specify)
C4 Who paid for the above expenses? 01 = Myself
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Expenses borne by Governmental Services

c5 Please indicate all items borne by the government to cope with violence | Please tick
as
appropriate
Private 1. Transportation to and from healthcare institutions, police
Fees departments, forensics, courts, social service providers, etc.
2. Ambulance call, healthcare services, laboratory tests
3. Diagnostics examination and purchase of medicines
4. Inpatient treatment (hospital)
5. Consultation with psychologist/psychotherapist
6. Consultation with child psychologist
7. Legal advice and legal support in court
8. Administrative services such as payments for issuing certificates,
mandatory court fees and document recovery
9. Payment of rent for a separate apartment (monthly)
10. Moving to a new place of residence, placing children in another
school
11. Purchase of lost or damaged personal property (clothes, shoes,
etc.)
12. Cost related to searching for a new job/school
13. Others (specify)

Section D: Workplace violence (for women who are/were employed)

experienced?

D1 Have you ever experienced 01 = Yes
violence at your workplace?
02 = No
D2 If yes, which of the following types of violence have you 01 = Yes 02 = No

Physical (beating, kicking, other form of physical abuse)

Sexual (non-consensual sexual intercourse, harassment)
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Verbal, Emotional, psychological (humiliation, intimidation,
blackmailing)

Economic (manipulation with money, financial dependency)

D3 If yes to D2, who was 01 = My current employer
responsible?
02 = My previous employer
03 = My colleague
04 = Stranger
05 = Other (specify)
D4 Have you experienced 01 = Yes
violence at your workplace in
the past 12 months? 02 = No » End interview for section D
unless respondent was a student in the
past 12 months
D5 If yes, which of the following types of violence 01 = Yes 02 = No How often?

have you experienced in the past 12 months?

Physical (beating, kicking, other form of physical
abuse)

Sexual (non-consensual sexual intercourse,
harassment)
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Verbal, Emotional, psychological (humiliation, intimidation,

blackmailing)

Economic (manipulation with money, financial dependency)

D3 If yes to D2, who was 01 = My current employer
responsible?
02 = My previous employer
03 = My colleague
04 = Stranger
05 = Other (specify)
D4 Have you experienced 01 = Yes
violence at your workplace in
the past 12 months? 02 = No » End interview for section D
unless respondent was a student in the
past 12 months
D5 If yes, which of the following types of violence 01 = Yes 02 = No How often?
have you experienced in the past 12 months?
Physical (beating, kicking, other form of physical
abuse)
Sexual (non-consensual sexual intercourse,
harassment)
Verbal, Emotional, psychological (humiliation,
intimidation, blackmailing)
Economic (manipulation with money, financial
dependency)
D6 If yes, who was responsible? 01 = My current employer

02 = My previous employer

03 = My colleague

04 = Stranger

05 = Other (specify)
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D7 If yes to D4, please answer the following
D7.1 Did the violence disrupt your 01 = Yes
work?
02=No » D7.2
If yes, how many days or hours of work were lost as a result of the Days
violence? or
hours
If yes, how many days did you have to take off unpaid from your work? Days
If yes, what was the estimated personal income loss?
D7.2 Did you need to visit the doctor | 01 = Yes
or hospital as a result of
violence experienced at work? 02 = No » D7.4 (Psychologist)
If yes, how many visits to the doctor? Visits
If yes, how much did it cost?
D7.3 Are you still on medication? 01 = Yes
02 = No » D7.4 (Psychologist)
If yes, how much does it cost?
If yes, who bears these costs? | 01 = Myself
02 = Parents
03 = Took money from family budget
04 = My abuser
05 - Public Health institutions
06 = Other (e.g. friends, employers,
distant relatives, etc.)
D7.4 Are you consulting a 01 = Yes
psychologist?
02 = No

If yes, how much does it cost?
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If yes, who bears these costs?

01 = Myself

02 = Parents

03 = Took money from family budget

04 = My abuser

05 - Public Health institutions

06 = Other (e.g. friends, employers,
distant relatives, etc.)

D7.5 Did you lodge a complaint? 01 = Yes
02 = No
D7.6 If yes, with whom did you 01 = Immediate supervisor
lodge the complaint?
02 = Line Manager
03 = Human resources manager
04 = CEO/director
05 = Other (specify)
D7.7 If yes, what was the outcome | 01 = Complaint not resolved

of the complaint?

02 = Complaint settled at work

03 = Complaint referred to labour court

04 = Other (specify)
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Section E: School violence (For Children under the age of 10)

E1 Have your children ever 01 = Yes
experienced violence at
school?
02 = No

Please specify number of children subject
to violence and

E2 If yes, which of the following types of violence have your | 01 = Yes 02 = No
children experienced?

Physical (beating, kicking, other form of physical abuse)

Sexual (non-consensual sexual intercourse, harassment)

Verbal, Emotional, psychological (humiliation,
intimidation, blackmailing)

Economic (manipulation with money, financial
dependency)

If yes, who was responsible? | 01 = Current teacher/lecturer

02 = Previous teacher/lecturer

E3

03 = Schoolmate

04 = Stranger

05 = Other (specify)
E4 Have your children 01 = Yes

experienced violence at
your school in the past 12 02 = No
months?
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E5

If yes, which of the following types of violence 01 = Yes 02 = No

have you experienced in the past 12 months?

How often?

Physical (beating, kicking, other form of

physical abuse)

Sexual (non-consensual sexual intercourse,

harassment)

Verbal, Emotional, psychological (humiliation,

intimidation, blackmailing)

Economic (manipulation with money, financial

dependency)

E6

If yes, who was responsible?

01 = Current teacher/lecturer

02 = Previous teacher/lecturer

03 = Schoolmate

04 = Stranger

05 = Other (specify)

E7

If yes to E4, please answer the following

E7.1

Did the violence disrupt your
children schoolwork?

01 =Yes » E7.2

02 = No

If yes, how many days or hours of school were lost as a result of violence?

Days

hours

_____or

If yes, how many days did your children have to take off from school?

Days

E7.2

Did your children need to visit
the doctor or hospital as a
result of the violence
experienced at school?

01 = Yes

02 = No »E7.4 (Psychologist)
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If yes, how many visits to the doctor?

Visits

If yes, how much did it cost?

E7.3 Are they still on medication? 01 = Yes
02 = No »E7.4 (Psychologist)
If yes, how much does it cost per child?
If yes, who bears these 01 = Myself
costs?
02 = Parents
03 = Took money from family budget
04 = My abuser
05 - Public Health institutions
06 = Other (e.g. friends, teachers, distant
relatives, etc.)
Are they consulting a 01 = Yes
psychologist?
02 =No »E7.5
E7.4
If yes, how much does it cost?
If yes, who bears these 01 = Myself
costs?
02 = Parents
03 = Took money from family budget
04 = My abuser
05 - Public Health institutions
06 = Other (e.g. friends, employers,
distant relatives, etc.)
E7.5 Did you lodge a complaint? 01 = Yes
02 = No »End Interview
E7.6 If yes, with whom did you 01 = Teacher
lodge the complaint?
02 = Principal
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03 = School governing body

04 = Department of education

05 = Other (specify)

E7.7 If yes, what was the 01 = Complaint settled at school
outcome of the complaint?

02 = Complaint not resolved

03 = Complaint referred to courts of
law/some tribunal

Section F: School violence (For Teenagers within the age range of 11-17
years)

F1 Have your teenagers ever 01 = Yes
experienced violence at
school? 02 = No » End interview for section F
F2 If yes, which of the following types of violence have your | 01 = Yes 02 = No

teenagers experienced?

Physical (beating, kicking, other form of physical abuse)

Sexual (non-consensual sexual intercourse, harassment)

Verbal, Emotional, psychological (humiliation,
intimidation, blackmailing)

Economic (manipulation with money, financial

dependency)
F3 If yes, who was responsible? [ 01 = Current teacher/lecturer
02 = Previous teacher/lecturer
03 = Colleague/schoolmate
04 = Stranger
05 = Other (specify)
F4 Have your teenagers 01 = Yes
experienced violence at
school/College in the past 12 | 02 = No » End interview for section F
months?

134



F5 If yes, which of the following types of violence 01 = Yes 02 =No | How often?
have your teenager experienced in the past 12
months?
Physical (beating, kicking, other form of
physical abuse)
Sexual (non-consensual sexual intercourse,
harassment)
Verbal, Emotional, psychological (humiliation,
intimidation, blackmailing)
Economic (manipulation with money, financial
dependency)
Fé6 If yes, who was responsible? | 01 = Current teacher/lecturer
02 = Previous teacher/lecturer
03 = Colleague/schoolmate
04 = Stranger
05 = Other (specify)
F7 If yes to E4, please answer the following
F7.1 Did the violence disrupt your 01 =Yes» E7.2
teenagers school work?
02 = No
If yes, how many days or hours of school were lost as a result of Days or
violence?
hours
If yes, how many days did your teenagers have to take off from your Days
school?
F7.2 Did your teenagers need to 01 = Yes
visit the doctor or hospital as a
result of the violence ]
experienced at school? 02 = No »E7.4 (Psychologist)
If yes, how many visits to the doctor? Visits

If yes, how much did it cost?
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