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Conservation Unit PIann__‘
For Blackstone Watershe

By THOMAS L. MATTSON
Of The Telegram Staff

WHITINSVILLET —  The
Morthbridge and Grafton con
servation commission agreed
last night to eall for estab.
lishment of a 30-town Upper
Elackstone Valley Watershed
Association.

Formal organization of the
group will be made at a meet-
ing at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 11 in the
Morthbridge High School. Cafe-
teria. Two delegates,

preservation of items of histori-
cal interest will be among the
aspects to be considered by the
arganization.

A preliminary meeling of the!
steering committee from
Grafton and Northbridge groups
will be held Aug. 14 in the
Northbridge Town Hall to pre-
pare for the September meeting,

Communities listed as within
ihe Elackstone watershed in
Massachusetts (the river also

|extends into Rhode Island, emp
tying into Narvagansett Bay) are

whom is to be a urn, Blackstone, Boylston,
commission member, - Douglas, Grafton, Holden,
vited to the conference. Leicester, Mﬂ]hur:,r, Millville,

Flood control, flood plain zon: Northbﬂdge Oxford, Paxton,

land-use,

ing,

recreation and|Shrewsbury, Sutton, Upton, Ux.

|a watershed association is not a

the

bridge, Webster, West Boylston,
Worcester, Westboro, Mendon,
Hopedale and Milford.

Also, towns on the Ten Mile
River inelude Altleboro, Belling-
ham, Franklin, Hopkinton,
North Mﬂehnm, Plainville and
Wrentham. Total area of the
watershed composed of the 30
communities is about 330 square
miles,

Advising the Northbridge and
Grafton groups on how to set up
a watershed association was
Frederic B, Giebel of Worces
ter, regional resource devel
opment specialist from the
Northeast Reglonal Extension
Service,

Attending the meeting were
Norman M. Taft, chairman of
the Grattun

Commission,

Spaulding R. Aldrich, Jacob Ku
pelian, Hargle liding and
Carl R. all of the
Northbridge ation Com

mission.
Giebel told the assembly that

land-holding ~group, but a
‘watchdog.’
He pointed out that the

Charles River Watershed Asso
clation has_a legislative com-

mittee keeps up with
various 1 islation affecting the
walershed

1, a land-use eom-

mittee, ¢ ned with flood
plain protection and soil sur-
veys, and a r-ronitoring
program, 25 & sam-

pling service.

The importance of a united
front among the several com-
munities in  achieving such;
goals as a Blackstone Rlver
state park was stressed.

Taft suggested a brochure he
compiled with pictures and ex-
tensive information about the
river.
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Blackstone Watershed Assn.
Schedules Sept. 11 Meeting

WHITINSVILLE — State Rep.
Richard J. Dwinnell of Mill
bury, vice chairman of the
house committes on natural re-
gources, will be one of four
apeakers at an organizational
meeting of the Upper Black
stone Valley Watershed Associ
ation Sept. 11 at Northbridge
High School.

Other speakers, which will
consider formation of the water-
shed - group, will be Kenneth
Wood, president of the Charles
River Watershed Association;
Oakes A, Plimpton, assistant di-
rector of the Conservation Law
Foundation Ine., and Mrs, Mar-
jon Stoddart of Groton. Mrs.
‘SBtoddart will speak about citi-
zen actlon and the Nashua Riv-
er Watershed.

Among objectives of the asso-
clation, as voiced by the North-
bridge and Grafton steering
committees of their respective
conservation commissions, will
he flood control, flood-plain-zon-

ing, land-use, recreation, and|

preservation of historical items.
‘More than 50 delegates from
30 communities in the Upper
Blackstone River Basin are e
pected to attend the meeting.

Communities either entirely
or mostly within Watershed Ba-
gin No. 14, include Worcester.
Auburn, Shrewsbury, Millbury,
Grafton, Sutton, MNorthbridge.

Upton, Douglas, Uxbridge, Men-
don, Hopedale, Millville, and

Blackstone, About a third of
Leicester is also within the ba-

giin.

Towns partly in the water-
shed, besides Leelcester, are
Paxton, Holden, West Boylston,
Boylston, Westhoro, Hopkinton,
Milford, Oxford, Webster, Bel-

cester County Agricultural Con-
servation Program, and Mos.
cynski is a member of the
Douglas Historieal Commission.

Serving as adviser fo the
group was Frederic B. Giebel of
Worcester, regional resource
development specialist, from
the Northeast Regional Exten-
sion Service.

lingham Wrentham, Plainville,
North Attleboro, and Attleboro.
Fourteen town representatives
attended the planning session
1ast night in Northbridge Town
Hall, They
E. Houghton. chairman of the
Northbridge Conservation Com-
mission; Spaulding R. Aldrich,
secretary of the Northbridge
Commission; Robert: B, Nydam,
chairman of the Northbridge Tn-
dustrial Development Commis-
gion: John W, Walker Jr., also
Jacob Kupelian, Carl R. Swen-
a member of that commission;
son, Joseph M. Limoli, and Har-
old A. Riding, all members of
the Northbridge Conservation
Group.
Also attending were Norman
M. Taft, chairman of the Graft-
on Conservation Commission;
IMrs. Rita R. Martin, secretary
of the Grafton Conservation
*|Commission; Leon Moscaynski,
Richard A. Downes, and Wil-
liam A. Perkins, all of the

included James!

Douglas Civie Association,

Perkins is preplie;:t of the
Douglas Civie Group, Downes is

a member of the Southern Wor-
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By THOMAS L. MATTSO and !anduue siudles would ‘bejgr ts conservation. Begln of the nrﬂ;h‘{dge Conservation
m.w ﬂmﬂ: good for showing what the ‘land|ir your own back yard,” Com nﬁa& o

can be used for," he'said. /" “My main interest is in rec.| 'Bufas so0n as you get to the

ILLE — Area! “T'm fop dﬁ'ﬂﬂ}@ that ‘“ﬁ’m reation,” said Richard A. Down-/Millbury town line,” said,

' e [IMprove the _t’nwn. a8 long as it|es of Douglas, a member of the here's nol a dime, me

e y Southern Worcester Cou <|down, they pontifica
d?“"t 3 ;-_taxes ' said John ricultural l’.‘1:|111.';arw;tl;iunntlF pi'o er do. anything,” Aldr
-|W. Walk  Jr., a member of the gram. “Also, in the the federal waterwa
Northbridge Industrial Deyel-

. Cl problem. We have a-msr o “A little rip-rapping
ess af 4 s opment CGommission. “I always|jaminag ! stone — that’s all, A
] = ; bellﬂ".’ﬁd l_u"- t}r wag {me in taminal ed riv { M

week in N Chicago or in New York. Buf ' the
many peuple ‘in this area don't] I Com-
representatl es f 0 mu-|even have a car. With the val- president of i

nities which am upper |ley s depressed area, a state
Blackstané park would be advantﬂgenus
sociation, along the Blackstone,™

“Don't you think it's oty mor-
al duty to take care of one o
our best natural res:burces"”
asked Mrs. Rita R. Martin, see-
tary of the Grafton ' Con-
rvation Commission. “It's af,
. grave responsibility, .Iust

Assuclation._ Al
a definite ﬂmpér!;la: (
town can coordinate the
o effort needed,”
lawa * he continued. “Such
hould say that n“ :
b d:ng shall be a i
ad-plain m“.

\ of the Northy

“Bince 1936, all

the Army|" d Norman M. Taft, pr

. chairms the Grafton Con.|ch .

J [
PR el e e ”’{f you
about flogdieantrol. But in Ux-| T4 M gl Gl
bridge T , they said thepe|P00ks mak Sl ot : ;
were no s available,™ felony for 2 i : ers po

“My & .EE to fish,” de- mestic waste” to kb | streams bec, ng oneg
clated Swenson, also of| 1Y Waterway in  helsaid ‘no.’ Bui they control

remarked “The ﬂuﬂmam whole towns the w
mwﬁéx stream has a right to receive|to. And people a

pure water from upstream. I'd/upen them now
lﬁﬁ 3 fo see a test case,” were. Thirty to

of these streams should|their ground (to
rotection through zoning/mon goals for

area). Also,
eration among the towns for m .” Rl _1 )
building a park.” i b

“Tirst, f.hmlgh, we need fofPack &%l‘ﬂs are Ni"&l]lﬂl]e for man
clean up the river. Soil analyses| Leon Mosczynski, a member places — from Worcester tg
of the Douglas Histaricalln 0wl "R w  eommented
Soclety, said: *I believe i‘Spauldmg R. Aldrléh. secretary

along the Elackstone, Tt's b
tiful in places. We'll need cq




MINUTES OF THE
S TEERING COMMITTEE MEETING
FOR THE FORMATION OF
UPPER BIACKSTONE RIVER WATERSHED ASSOCIATION

Wedrnresday, October 8, 1969

Worce ster County Extension Service Office

pesent: F. B. Giebel - “worc ester County Extension Service, D. w, Griffith -
Manchaug, G. Smith - Boylston, J. M. Limoli - Whitinsville,
L. Mosczynski — E, Douglas, N. M. Taft - Grafton, J. Cote -
Leicester, P. W . Larson - Blackstone, p, p, Garnache - Auburn,
R. T. larkin - Whiti nsville, H, Auclair - Blackstone, F, B. Hawkes -
Mendon.

Richard T. Larkin, Chairman Pro Tem, opened the meeting at 8.15 p.m.

Each member of the group Introduced himself and briefly outline: his
interest in the proposed watershed association,

Chairman Larkin quoted from a watershed association
graph which aptly described the burposes of anp association, He emphasized
the idea that this is a group which informs the public, keeps interest in the
problems high, and promotes rapid movement toward solutions,

publication a para-

Chairman Larkin then read a letter dated September 15, 1969 which he
had received from Oakes Plimpton, Asst, Director of the Conservation Law
Foundation, Inc. (see attached).

The suggested separation of the group into two hodies was discussed in
some detail, Mr. Larson suggested that the initia] efforts be directeq toward
a Single body. This approach was accepted by the groyp.

A brief discussion followed as to the proposed board Of directors, It was
agreed that this board should be kept to g Teasonably workable size - perhaps
15 - 20 people.

The sample by-laws forwarded to us by Mr.
read and discussed, The "purpose" of a watershe
to Some length,

Plimpton were pPassed around,
d association was discussed

The key points all centered on the ideas of Tesearching facts, educating
the public, and promoting improvement,
It was agreed that the association's Purposes and aims should be Vibad
énough to cover all foreseeable action which might come before the organization .
The Housatonic River Watershed by-laws were cited as g good guide, with the
exclusion of the section on water Supply. It was also suggested that we make
mention of historical concerns and Specifically the old canal. It would also he

wisé to include phraseology to cover concern with wise land use along the
river.



A

Funding the association was given due consideration, Mr. Cote suggested
that we look to a potential budget for the association and base a dues structure
on same. Mr. Taft suggested that the Conservation Commissions be sgolicited

for support,

Chairman Larkin called for volunteer sub-committees to concentrate on
developing by-laws, dues structure, and nomination of officers.

For by-laws and dues: Peter Larson assisted by Blaine Hawkes

For nominations: Norman Taft assisted by George Smith and Leon
Mosczynski

The Steering Committee will meet again on Wednesday, November 5, 1969,
8:00 p.m. at the office of the Worcester County Extension Service. At this
time we will receive the proposals of the two above-mentioned sub-committees.

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Frederic B. Giebel
Secretary
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¥, CO-OPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK
in AGRICULTURE and HOME ECONOMICS

PLEASE REPLY To:

Worcester County Extension Service
CO-OFERATING 36 Horvard Street

lhiversity of Massachusetts Worcester, Massachusetts 01608

U.S. Department o riculture
par f Ag TELEPHONE 617.753.5477

November 24, 1969

Mr. David M. Rosser
133 Kenyon Ave.
Pawtucket, R.I. 02861

Dear Mr. Rosser:

It was a pleasure meeting you at sturbridge and hearing
of your concern for the Blackstone River.

As preliminary information, I am enclosing a self-
explanatory file of news clips, newsletters, and meeting
notices and minutes,

You will be receiving an invitation to join us on the
evening of December 10, 1969 here in Worcester., At that
time, the Assoclation will be officially incorporated.

I'll look forward to more detailed discussions of mutual
river problems at a later date,

Sincerely,

J{qzﬁ&” ' '"C%&fﬁ*ﬁ‘

Frederic B. Giebel
Regional Resource Development Specialist

FBG-r
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D LACKSTONE RIVER A
W&t’er.rﬁed Adssn. _ﬂs

WHITINSVILLE, MASS, 01588

MASS.

'Wnrkmg w;th Naturefur a better environment

MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

March 11,1970

Present - P. Larson, D. Griffith, A. Barry, J. Limoli, L. Mosczynski, J. Cote,
D. Hoasser, lrs. M. Roberts. Mrs. Roberts also brought a puest,

The meeting opened at & p.m. at the Northbridre Town Hall.

A discussion was held on how the B R W A could become involved in education.
It was brought out that to initiate conservation education in the schools we
must reach the selectmen & school committees first.

Mr. Rosser told of his ideas for a youth proup orpenized within the schools
working on conservation and sponsored by the BR W A, Tt was felt the idea had
merit but we lack the manpower to do anything about it now.

Pete Larson spoke of an essay contest which wns sponsored by a New Jersey
Watershed Association.

Pete also told of a workshop for teachers on envirommental quality at the
Waltham Heliday Inn on April 1.

An education committee was named with Leon Mosczymski as chairmsn =nd Dave
Hosser and Den Griffith as members,

Dave Rosser told of his unvolvement with the:young people in the colleres
asbout the April 22 envirommental teach-in., He said they need leadership and
puidence Lhat perhaps we can provide,

Pete outlined how we could reach out into the community by using members
Jno csn spegk on dififerent subjects. Dan Griffith will try to serve as co-ordin-
ator fer groups who want speakers. We could also make up a series of slides
which could be leoaned to schools.

Pete suggested a camping program at the Upton State Forest: possibly around
the third week of June, to dramatize the advantages and need for a park. After
this, local conservation commissions could alsc sponsor a similar program to
point out local problems and needs.

We will try to publish an news letter in April. Mrs. Roberts wss asked to
write on lepislation coming up. Leon was asked to write on educstion especially
Tuabaug Repiohal School If any one wishes to contribute send them to Pete
Larscn.
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A survey of the Blackstone River will be made in the spring. We have
volunteered to help in various ways.

The surpestion wes made that another yesr wé could make a survey of the
lepislation invelving the Blackstons River and pasa the information to the loeal
arencies and communities.

Niscussion was held on how to obtain active members besides the B of D.
We discuss-d materials to be sent out to new members. Dave Bosser and Joe
Limoli were asked to research materials to advertise and oublicize B R W A.
(Decals, badges, patches, etc.) '

Dave HRosser was asked to meke 2 roster of free information that conservation
commlsslons cen send for to put in the news letter.

Dave Rosser was asked to desipn a membership card or certificate and »
brochure to send out to prospective members with rates snd information.

4 discussion was held on the jet port. It seems everyone 1s opposed to
the jet port but there is a difference of opinion on how to handle it. Some
feel we must keep out of the fifht while some feel we should support the groups
who are actively fighting it. We need to give some serious thought to this
problem.

Senator Kelley's bill on the jet port #51132 will be up for hearing on
April 21 at 10:30 a.m. in room 424 in the State House. Those who can,should
plan to attend.

Meeting Closed at 10:30 p.m.

O
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CTOBER 30, 1970

River Watershed Association Meets

Blackstone Park Plans
Outlined By Mass. Aide

sultable{thousands of eolor aliden of thel The group’s slate of officers,

E — The scope of for boallng. However, In addl-lentire riverway from Worcester headed by Presidest Peter Lar
t he local arca parkland to be tion fo Taw sowage, nutrlentaly aarragansett Bay. He said som of Blacksirge Wis S
ﬁ;;‘a!op‘:dl:y tgf state was 0aFWIDER TS g iaxcantive his Interest In the Joeal g:wp'm office. Demakd Carnache il
a e vid ATt ety slems from the [act that water Auburm ls vice president

oblems originating fred Barry of Millord, secreias
{led by the stare ry; and Daniel Griffits of Mas-

chaug., treasureT.

By SAMUEL S. REYNOLDS class C rating, which Is

Watershed Assoclation at its an- David M. Rosser of Pawtuck:

nual meeting last night in the et, the only Rhode Island mem- pollution pr

Uxbridge Inn. ber of the assoclation, offercd here are Inher
Bruce Gullion, director of the the state department use of hislof Rhode Island.

Division of Forests and Parks
of the Mass. Dept. of Natural
Resources, said §1 million ap-
propriated by the legislature this
year would probably be used
mostly to acquire some 500 o5 o
acres between Church Street in 2= 7
Whitinsville and Rice City Pond
and Dam in Uxbridge.

Gullion said his department
has until June to expend the
funds and he expects that a
master plan for the project will
be completed before January.
Then will come the problem of
acquiring the land, he said.

The support of the local town
governments IS important in
his department’s success in ob-
taining land from some OWNers

-

d then dmpr

surroundings,
mind greatly
trip. Morose

surroundings/
slum can of-|
rip, students

lzers of LSD)

!
ng was ancl
the Mayor's|

lor could stall the project. el Gyllion, director of

r acquisit
i

] I : ; b-o =% : o g = i
iz BT -p" asspeiate justice of. the TeCre?

who may be reluctant to sell,

he said, since his group has only ) ,-
limited powers of eminent do- , ¢ : . l_ 2t ;
main and must first obtain the e i L ,
permission of the local govern- WATERSHED I\IEETLN-G Pmm’_ﬂ.s .
the Blackstone River Watershed Asso-

ing body before going ahead W o /

with legal procedures. One re-f . . - Among principals at meeting of

Juctant community or land own-|  ciation in Uxbridge were, from left, David M. Rosser of Pawtucket, Bruce
the Division of Forests and Parks for the Mass. Dept. of

“dgﬁﬁlon cald there are options Natural resources; Peter Larson of Blackstone, president; Daniel Griffith of

which may appeal to the land Manchaug, treasurer, and Alired Barry of Milford, secretary.

owner. One is to sell the land to

flhl"’mmomc!u:e dopartmefit and retain the ;
Bble resulting/yse of the buildings for ife. » t 2 (-I
flashbacks,” | Another 1£ to sell the property emO C]. a S a- ‘ 01 e

D trip that and retain use of the farm or

onths after pasture land for a small yearly ~
i feessg
s 10 Retaim 6 House Seats

dncil to help come the completion of the park-
§ug problem. land overlay —an By GEORGE R. FARRAR
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