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Culver Canoe Team

Background and History 

Yonkers Canoe Club - NY
The Yonkers Canoe Club had dominated the 
National Races since 1886 relying on the 
expert training of several past Olympic 
Canoers     (source https://http://www.yprc.org/yprc-history.html)
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Culver Canoe Team

American Canoe Association 
(ACA)

Culver’s team was racing in the Indiana 
Canoe Race Council (ICRC) in the Midwest 
for most of the year.  It represented 8 states 

in the Midwest surrounding Indiana. The ACA 
who sponsors the National races did not 

recognize the river cruising races that were 
taking place in this part of the country.  There 
was a growing conflict between the Midwest 
style of cruise canoeing and the ACA which 
was predominating represented on the East 
Coast.  Therefore, any teams coming out of 

the Midwest were not considered formidable 
opponents.  
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Culver Canoe Team
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Culver’s Canoe Team
Under the guidance now of the US Olympic 
Canoe and Kayak Coach, Kalman Blaho 
prepares the Culver Canoe team for a 
masterful challenge ahead.





Culver Canoe Team

1966 National Canoe Team - Training

June 28th Having finished a successful Spring Canoeing season, 9 canoeist 
from the student body descend on the Culver Campus.  1 Junior, 7 
Sophomores, and 1 Freshman. 

June 29th The National Canoe Team begins training from sunrise to sunset.  
On the lake twice a day and training in the gym 1-2 times.  Coach 
Blaho pushes the team hard to get in the best possible shape for 
the race.

July 21st The Team now prepared for the race, heads to New Rochelle, NY in 
time to have one day practice before the race.  The famed Yonkers 
Canoe Club has thoroughly beat all other competition leading into 
this race.  Culver clearly the underdog rated best at a second or 
third place finish.

July 23-24th The Races

Background and History 
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Culver Canoe Team

1966 National Canoe Team – The Race

The race was very close, but the Culver Team snaked past the favorite Yonkers, N.Y. 
squad to win the Junior National title by a minuscule one and one-tenth seconds 
over a 500 meter course. This was a new record time of 2:28:1.

The victory over Yonkers was a surprise for several reasons. Yonkers had so 
convincingly beaten other teams in the war canoe in a divisional championship 
earlier on the Potomac that no one expected any other team to come close to 
competing with this championship Yonkers C-9 team in the nationals. And Yonkers 
took advantage - which Blaho did not - of a general ACA rule permitting it’s coach, 
the 1948 Olympic Gold Medal winner Steve Macknowsky, an old hand at training 
youngsters how to paddle their canoes, to sit in the stern, paddle and serve as 
coxswain.

Following this race, four boys from the Culver’s C-9 team jumped into two-man 
cruising canoes, not racing hulls which Culver did not own, and won unexpected 
second and third places in the 5,000 meters race.
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Culver Canoe Team

(R-L) Casper Martin and Rob Fogel race 
against Steve Kling and Keith Oldham.

Both Teams won National Medals
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Culver Canoe Team

Background and History 

Scan Me



C9 – 1,000 Meter 9 Man Canoe Sprint 1st Place John Benner
Jim Etchen
Rob Fogel
Ted Frison 
Chris Greenleaf
Steve Kling
Fred Mann
Casper Martin
Keith Oldham

C2 – 5,000 Meter 2 Man Canoe Sprint 2nd Place Rob Fogel
Casper Martin

3rd Place Steve Kling
Keith Oldham

Nationals Team consisted of 1 freshman, 7 sophomores and 1 junior
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Culver Canoe Team

Letters from General Delmar Spivey
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Culver Canoe Team

United States Canoe Association Begins

The United States Canoe Association was formally organized by a meeting of mid-west 
canoeists January 6 and 7, 1968 at Turkey Run State Park in Indiana. It was an 
outgrowth of the Indiana Canoe Racing Council and the Illinois Paddling Council. 
Indiana Canoe Racing Council (ICRC) became the leader in promoting racing and by 
1967 it was sanctioning races in at least eight states with hundreds of competitors 
from more than a dozen states. ICRC had outgrown state stature. The late Howie 
LaBrant, then an ACA officer, submitted an amendment to the ACA constitution to 
establish Cruising Canoe Racing as an autonomous National Activity Committee. The 
ACA rejected this activity and the hundreds of participant paddlers at its November 
13, 1967 meeting near Philadelphia. Due to this rejection, a group of paddlers met at 
Crawfordsville, IN and decided to form a new national organization. This group 
included Gene Denzel of Missouri, Jim Etchen of Pennsylvania, Lynn Tuttle of Illinois, 
B.J. Williams and Thor Ronemus of Ohio, and Charles and Pat Moore, Bob and Bev 
Stwalley, Lewis Runnels, Bob Demoret, Howie LaBrant of Indiana and Bill Garrison of 
the Culver Military Academy, Indiana.
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Culver Canoe Team

United States Canoe 
Association Begins

The United States Canoe 
Association was formally 
organized by a meeting of mid-
west canoeists January 6 and 7, 
1968 at Turkey Run State Park in 
Indiana. Culver Military 
Academy had 33 founding 
members of the newly formed 
association
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