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MEMORANDUM To: Major Genersl D. T. Spivey,

Superintendent

Re: A Buggested Progressive Canoeing Progrsm at Culver.

The following suggestions sre made to develope a program in
canceing that will supplement the basic course that was establiched
in The summer of 1963. They also are in addition to the proposed
igﬁimvemants already submitted in the baslc cance prograw for Woodorasft,

Asa hobby group for winter school based on canceing, camping, fishing:
: This eould be a nine-month affeir, adjusting the activity to the

~ degires of the cadets, the weather, the outside sctivities that are
’4iesirabla, These last would include canoe ralliﬁa,_racas, eto.

sically, the a2ims would be L0 make availeble to casdets the chance ;
Lo get outdoors, to improve cutdoor skills, o learn self-relisnce, %o
ooperate in small groups, to develope interests that will carry over

into manhood. ; o :

It has been my pleasure to help orgeanize s simllsr group in encther

school, where we considered it very successful. With the equipment
and facilitles already avallable gk Culver we can do & great Job with

very little expense. s i T : s
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4 2. A spring canoe race. ’ = Featwlo W : :
#%’jbast gpring a group of boys and I initieted a Wo-day canoe rsce in
7 Central Indians that was s real success, W e ;
A race of this type presente the rars epportunity for Americans to
test themselves agalnst the endurance and skill of others. It also
ﬁ’:gﬁ & challenge to win out over the obstacles of nature.
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i;#}ifﬁe particular plans that I have in mind sre rather lengthy for a
Awritten discussion. I respectiully request the opportunity to outline
#  them in person. _ : . :

. Summer canoce trips on the Tlppecanoe. : ey
48 8 part of our regular Woodcraft watber program I feel that we
should develope, as the top eschelen of our csnce training,
three-day river trips. 5 i :
The boys would be selected for their mastery of skills, their
5 dependability, and eltizenship. : “ : s :
 Cemperaft snd nature study knowledge would be empleyed while new _
arts such as packing, portaging, "reading the river® would be mastered.

Here again, existing facilities aﬁdiaquipmanﬁ_wénlﬁ be employed in
order to gasin the maximum usage which is obviously not true with the
present program. : ;

Pull detailed plans can be submittéd to the proper sdminlstrators
in Wooderaft., : ' : :

4. BJumuer Educational Tours: -
, Bgperlence, on g limited scale, has proven to me thet the best way
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to interest young Americans in their country and 1lts heritege is to

show 1t to them. When they can be induced to slow the frantic pace

2t which we all live and travel in the manner of our forefathers, the
benefits are multiplied. ;

lﬁriefly; here 1s my ldea: Take about twenty boys, with two leaders,
one who 1s a historian, one a sclentist or naturelist, and tour one
~ of the great waterways of the country. '

The first tour I would suggest would be the Lake Champlain - Hudson River.

- Thls area i1s steeped in history, literature, heritage. A close examina-
tlon would be made of places like Plattsburg, Ticonderocge, "Sleepy Hollow,"
~ West Point, New York City, stc. The scientific instructor would cover

geography, geology, botany, ete. i : :

~ Travel would be by cance (with seils svailable). Living would be by
camping with snough "elvilized" rest stops to avoid monotony.

 This trip could take four weeks. Two other instructors with an équal ;
number boys would be at camp ready to trade pPlaces, This would

- eliminate empty beds at camp. : ;

‘This is just a rough outline. A target dste could be the summer of 196%5.

. In summary, I make myself avalleble to discuss further, work out
Plans, and carry ocut any and all of the shbove. . : : : 5
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William Garrison




