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If someone you know has become homebound or has moved to a care center, please let us know so we can include them in our care ministries. We love our whole church family and want to ensure that everyone is included, remembered, and loved.
November Mission: Christmas Shoeboxes for the Tree of Life Ministry: Help us make a child happy by filling a Christmas-wrapped shoebox with toys, books, games, dolls, a car, playdough, a ball, craft items, a warm winter hat, and mittens. Be Sure all the items fit inside the box.  Close the lid and securely tape the tag (gender and age). Place rubber band(s) around the whole shoebox. Return the filled box to the church narthex by 12/1/25. Finally, smile, you just made a child's Christmas come true.
In this together…. Solar Oven Partners in Rapid City are now packaging four reflector panels with two potholders.   Solar ovens will be sent to Dominican Republic, Sierra Leone (West Africa) and Navajo Nation (New Mexico) in 2026. We need cotton fabric to make potholders. If you have cotton fabric, cotton batting, or if you want to make a monetary donation - please drop it off in the church office. Thank you.
This year's Advent sermon series will be based on Amy-Jill Levine’s book, A Child is Born. Check out Cokesbury to learn more about the study and purchase books if you would like to follow along.
Poinsettias are available for purchase to remember or honor your loved ones. They will decorate the sanctuary on Christmas Eve, and you can take a poinsettia home afterward. The cost is $17. Find poinsettia forms in the office and lobby or call the office to order.
Get ready for a BIG dose of holiday cheer! Join us for our Christmas Potluck and Sing-Along on Sunday, November 30 at 12 noon. We’ll share a meal and our favorite Christmas tunes! 

Christmas Eve services will be held on December 24 at 2 p.m. (Family Focused), 4 p.m. (Contemporary), 6 p.m. (Traditional), and 10 p.m. (Candlelight/Acapella).
Calendar at a Glance
November 16: Annual Charge Conference - Potluck at noon; Annual meeting will immediately follow. 
November 22 & 23: UWF Pie Sale 
November 27 & 28: Office Closed (Thanksgiving Holiday) 
November 30: Christmas Potluck & Sing-Along 
December 1: Deadline to return Christmas Shoeboxes 
December 6 & 7: Christmas Cantata 
December 14: Children's Christmas Program 
December 21: Longest Night Service @ 5:30 PM 
December 24: Christmas Eve Services @ 2 PM, 4 PM, 6 PM, and 10 PM 
December 28: One combined Sunday Service @ 9 AM
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The Table of Peace
We have been praying and working for peace throughout the entire history of humanity. Peace has been not just our goal, but also the means to get there.  Living in peace is the way to achieve peace. In a world filled with violence, lies, and corruption seemingly in every corner, we seek a way to make peace possible. Peace is indeed possible, but it does not begin somewhere else out there in our big, wide world. It begins in each of us.  It does not begin "over there"; it begins in each of our hearts. Let's explore coming to the table of peace this week.

Prayer: Listen to us, Lord, as we ask you to strengthen in all Christians faith in Christ as Savior of our world. Listen to us, Lord, as we ask you to sustain and guide in each of us as Christians with God's gifts along the way to a full unity.  Listen to us, Lord, as we ask our Lord for the gift of unity and peace for our world. Teach us to overcome divisions. Send us your Spirit to lead our sons and daughters in unity seeking your peace. Amen.

Monday 11.17          "Peace is our Dream"          Isaiah 2:2-9
"The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light." That is how verse 2 starts us out in this passage.  We have the advantage that we can look back across history and know how that moment in Jewish time played out. The Jewish people throughout the centuries had lived through so much darkness.  And yet, they just kept journeying on as they followed God's light shining.  This was the light of peace that they hoped and prayed and worked for. Today, as we seek to invite people to the Table of Peace, where do you see the great light that is God's peace? How do you see people hoping, praying, and working for peace?

Tuesday 11.18          "Peace is Difficult"          Jeremiah 6:1-8
There are times... Christmas Eve, for instance... when we soften our hearts and together dream of peace on our earth.  And then the moment passes and we seem to be swimming in violence, conflict, and discouragement.  This does not mean that peace is not possible. It simply means that peace is difficult. In this passage we see the prophet Jeremiah speaking to the city of Jerusalem and the people of Judah before the Babylonians have crushed them. Stop and think: Who does God speak to? God does indeed speak to specific groups of people and even nations of peoples, but God also speaks to individuals... like you. Peace  

Wednesday 11.19       "Peace is Possible"              Galatians 5:16-26
Listed in these nine fruits of the Spirit is peace.  It does not just stand alone. It cannot happen all by itself. Peace happens when we as communities and nations, as families and cultures choose to NOT follow the "desires of the flesh" (vss 16-21) but rather choose to follow the fruits.  When you look at these two lists, what you can see is that they can be realistically accomplished.  Maybe not all the time. Maybe not with all the people, but peace is possible. It does not happen all at once, but instead one bit at a time.  Let's start with your life. With the fruits of the Spirit in vss 22-23, which ones do you succeed with? Which ones do you have trouble living?  How do you see them being lived in our own community? Who do you see most effectively living them?

Thursday 11.20        "Peace is  Hard Work"           Romans 8:1-6
"...to set our minds on the Spirit is life and peace." (vs 6). Peace is not easy.  We all want peace, but so often are both unable to figure out the path to peace AND / OR are unwilling to do what it will take to create peace.  The work needed to begin with is not communal work; rather, it is personal, inside work.  How is it that you work in your life to make yourself an instrument of God's peace? Realize that we cannot do this alone as humans in general. It is when we allow God's Spirit to be at the center of who we are that we have a greater ability to grow in God's love and therefore share God's love.

Friday 11.21          "Peace is our Plan"          Matthew 5:3-12
"Blessed are the peacemakers..." (vs 9). Peace does not just happen. It is difficult, but it is possible. It is hard work, but we can create a plan for it. Peace can also be thought of as a lack of conflict. Peacemakers have the ability to step into the heart of conflict to help resolve deep issues. It is crucial for us to remember examples of conflict being resolved, whether that is in our families and neighborhoods or on national and global levels. You do not have to be a negotiator on a national level to be an effective peacemaker.  How is it that you have been a peacemaker in your life, even in seemingly small issues?

Saturday 11.22        "Peace is Christ"            Mark 9:42-50
"Be at peace with one another." (vs 50). Fascinatingly, Jesus did not come to the earth to wave a magic wand and make everything be in balance and at peace. Instead, he came to equip us to do the work of peacemakers ourselves.  The question is asked, "With all the violence and chaos in our world, why doesn't God do something???"  Are you ready for this answer?  God did do something. God created YOU. It is not someone else's job to create and keep peace.  It is all of our jobs to do this. How do you see this happening? How could you join this movement?
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 As we approach Thanksgiving, we pray for safe travels and for love, joy, peace, patience, and unity among family and friends as they gather.
CLUMC • 3500 Canyon Lake Drive • Rapid City, SD  57702
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