














Origins of Agility

The history of dog agility can be traced to a demonstration in the late 1970s in the United
Kingdom. It has since spread rapidly around the world, with major competitions held
worldwide. Agility draws its origins from equestrian show jumping.

The first widely documented appearance of dog agility was as entertainment at

the Crufts dog show in 1978. John Varley, a committee member from the 1977 show, was
tasked with coming up with entertainment for the audience between the obedience and
conformation competitions in the main ring. Interestingly, the Dog Walk obstacle was
originally called the “Cat Walk” - how appropriate!

“Agility is a dog competition open to all dogs.

The aim of this competition is for a Handler to direct his dog around a course of different
obstacles to assess and enhance the ability of the dog and Handler to work as a team. It is an
educational and sporting activity intended to improve the dog's integration into society. The
sport requires a good rapport between dog and Handler, which results in perfect teamwork.
Whilst speed of the dog is to be desired, steadiness of work is essential to a faultless
performance of the course.”

Source: ANKC Agility Rules

The first Agility Trial in Victoria

The first Agility Trial in Victoria was held in 1987 by the Geelong Obedience Dog Club. Mrs
Ute May judged the registered dogs and Digby Kelley judged the associate dogs. The number
of entries were restricted to only 30 in each class as being the first trial no one had any idea of
how many entries they would get nor how long the Trial would take.

One of the requirements was that your dog had to have its Companion Dog title to be eligible
to enter the first Agility Trial. Years later, people misunderstood that this was a condition of
entry to all Agility Trials.

Rainie McKay

In 1987, Rainie McKay was one of the original Agility Judges in Victoria. At the time, the
Victorian Canine Association required Agility Judges to have an Open Obedience judging
licence.

Rainie said she formed the first Agility Dog Club of Victoria in 1987-88, and achieved the
first Agility Dog title with Jackie, her Miniature Poodle at Knox in April 1988.

Rainie is proud of all the work that she did to get the sport of Agility started in Australia,
travelling around the various States, with her own set of Agility equipment on a trailer,
demonstrating Agility, and getting clubs interested in Agility.









Agility Champions

Gary Stockman and Tai 2017
AG CH 600 Kiwimatai ADM ADO JDM JDO GDX SPDM SD PT

Cathy James and Heidi 2018

TS. GRAND CH, T.CH, AG CH 400, RO CH HEIDILITE CD RAE RM ADM DM
JDO SDX SPDX GD FS.A ET

Sandy Stockman and Jet 2018
AG CH 500 Jeti Knight ADM JDM JDO GDX SPDM SDX PT

Terri and Steve Rose and Flame 2019
Ag Ch 500 Brescot Eternal Flame ADM JDM ADO JDO GD

Paul Gavin and Ruby 2019
Ag Ch 500 No Fear in Love ADM JDM ADO JDO SDM GDM SPDM

Katie Baird and Brightly 2021
Ag Ch 300 Beleesha Bright Star CD JDM ADM JDO GD HTM.S SPD SD TK.S

Agility Champion

A dog will be eligible for the title of Agility Champion 200, 300, 400, 500, 600 when they
have attained 1000 points, these can only be gathered at the completion of the Masters title by
competing in either the Master or Elite in each category of which 10 points from Agility and
10 points from Jumping must be after 1st January 2021.

To achieve the title, at least 500 points must be earned from qualifying runs only in each of
Agility and Jumping, from the Master or Elite Classes.

Source: ANKC Agility Rules apply from 137 anuary 2021 (with rule clarifications).
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excited about watching their careers unfold. In 2019, I began instructing with the club and in
2020 took on the role of Head Instructor. I look forward to seeing the club move into its next
stage of history with the completion of our new club rooms and to watching all our new
members who have become obsessed with Agility, develop their skills and relationships with
their dogs and to celebrate their achievements along their journey.

Lydia Whiteway

Andrew Macdonald

Andrew Macdonald is an Instructor, and has been on Committee for years, was President for
three years from 2017 to 2020. In that time, Andrew has provided strategic advice on a
variety of issues, to keep the Club and the Committee moving forward. Andrew was also the
Agility Trial Secretary for many years, and received support from his spouse, Donna Amey-
Macdonald, an ADCV member and committee. Donna was formerly the ANKC Trial
Secretary, Librarian and Membership Secretary of the club.

Andrew competed successfully in Agility with his Toy Poodles, with Mysha, attaining Master
Jumping and Master Agility titles, and Ollie attaining Master Jumping title, and competed in
Master Agility, and young Archie has attained his Novice Jumping title and is competing in
Excellent Jumping.

Jan Radnell

Jan Radnell was an ADCV member for 5 years. She was the NADAC Trial Secretary for

2 years covering 4 Trials. Jan appreciated the help and support that she received from club
members that ensured the Trials were successful. Jan competed successfully in Strategic Pairs
with Velvet, a Border Collie, with Paul Gavin and Ruby, from Novice through to Master
Class.

Glenys Barnes

Glenys Barnes joined ADCV in 2012 and trained 3 dogs but never competed in Agility. In
2014, Glenys was awarded the Lee Smith Perpetual Trophy for encouragement with Pascal.
She served on the Committee for 3 years and was the Newsletter Editor in 2014, and wrote
the minutes for the Committee meetings during that time.

Glenys has been feeding Judges, Stewards and hungry helpers at ADCV Agility Trials since
2014. The two servings of scones with jam and cream were a delicious highlight in the
afternoon of the Trials for tired workers. Glenys says she’s planning to retire, but wait until
she checks out the Kitchen in the new Pavilion, with brand new appliances.
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Crofts Reserve

Crofts Reserve was officially opened in 1976, and named after the first Mayor of Altona City
Council, Cr WLJ Crofts, in recognition of his service to the municipality. Crofts Reserve was
previously the local rubbish tip which Council developed a football and cricket ground on
Oval 1. It is one of the best training and trialling grounds in Australia due to the considerable
efforts of Council staff over many years. The plan is for the grass surfaces of the new Ovals 2
and 3 to be superior to Oval 1.

The Agility equipment was stored on a large trailer which facilitated movement to training
and demonstrations. ADCV has occasionally performed public demonstrations at community
festivals. On one occasion, many of the club’s members performed at the RSPCA Million
Paws Walk with thousands of dog lovers looking on. Hobsons Bay City Council later gave
permission to ADCYV to install a large shipping container beside Oval 1.

Murray Tyler and Colin McInnes have been integral in the development of a comprehensive
storage system for ADCV’s Agility and ancillary equipment over 25 years, through an
evolution in changing Agility equipment, to make things safer for people moving equipment
and for dogs in training and competition.

Terry Pyke has taken over the role of managing the equipment, especially planning for
storage in the Agility Club Store in the new Pavilion. ADCV members are lucky to have a
full complement of modern Agility equipment, an initiative of the Committee which has
annual clean ups to check, and store all equipment.

Agility Club Store

Hobsons Bay City Council is constructing a new Pavilion on Crofts Reserve, in a major
redevelopment funded mostly by the Victorian State Government through the West Gate
Tunnel Authority. The total cost of the new Pavilion, new raised Ovals 2 and 3, with LED
lighting and car parks is $7.5 million. The West Gate Tunnel Authority is managing the
$6.7 billion West Gate Tunnel Project (in 2017, when contracts were signed) which is
Victoria's largest road project contract.

The new name will be the W.L.J. Crofts Reserve Pavilion, and will house the Williamstown
Superules Football Club, the Western Jets Football Club, the Altona North Cricket Club and
the Agility Dog Club of Victoria. The redevelopment of the northern playing fields will
create two football/cricket ovals, with improved landscaping and play space facilities. The
new training ground is due to be ready in December 2021. Crofts Reserve will look amazing
when it is finished.

The new Pavilion coincides with the celebration of the 25th year of incorporation of ADCV.
ADCYV received a grant from the local council to print the club history. ADCV acknowledges
the support of the Hobsons Bay City Council and greatly appreciates the efforts of Council
staff.

ADCV has stored its Agility equipment in a shipping container for about the last 20 years,
and on completion, will move training and competition across to Oval 3 with its own
dedicated Agility Club Store, as part of the new Pavilion. The new Pavilion for ADCV will
potentially open up a different training night, and the prospect of twilight Agility Trials in the
future, on one of the best training grounds in Australia.
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Innovations in Agility

The original Agility Rules were approved by the ANKC on 24 September 1986. Over the
years, there have been numerous innovations in Agility.

Elimination of the Second Round

The original ANKC Agility Rules provided for two competition rounds. You competed in the
first round of Novice Agility, then the top half of the class had the chance to run in the
Second Round which decided placings for the Class. To obtain a qualification, you had to
finish in the top half of the Second Round, and must have completed a clear round in either
the first or the second round of the Trial.

One catalogue number per dog

The one number per dog system for Agility Trials, to replace the Obedience style of one
number per class per dog. The old system meant you had to change numbers for every class,
rather than one number for each of your dogs for the weekend.

Split Walks

Split Walks were controversial initially, because only the 500 height, with huge numbers of
competitors, compared to other classes, could drop from first walk to second walk, without
affecting competition. Split walks suited people who had ring clashes, and those who forgot
to walk on time. The National in 2018 put paid to any opposition, through obliging Assembly
Stewards. Initially, Trial Secretaries split the walks by heights, and it took a while for the
numbers in each large Class to be evenly split for each Walk.

Trial Table spreadsheet

The Trial Table spreadsheet was an initiative of ADCV member Helen McIntosh who
designed a form with all the key information for every Class at an Agility Trial,
complementing the Agility Trial Catalogue. In one A4 sheet, you can record the order for
competing your dog(s) in every Class, rather than print or buy the Catalogue — a worthy
sustainability initiative. '

Clive Makepeace observed how long it took to judge Agility, and calculated average times
for each dog in Agility and Jumping. A Trialler can use these figures to calculate when they
are likely to be walking the course for each class, when they are likely to be competing in
each ring, and warm up their dog ready for competition, being aware of potential clashes.
You can also estimate when judging is likely to finish, and plan your trip home.

Dog Jump Heights in Australia

Competitors were concerned around 2000 that the jump heights were too high for some dogs.
Motions were put up to expand from three jump heights and four jump heights were
subsequently approved by the ANKC National Agility Committee in 2005. The Victorian
State representative on the Committee, Ian Staniforth led the national campaign to reduce dog
jump heights on safety grounds, so that no dog shall jump more than 10% above its height at
shoulder. At the following Conferlink meeting, the four jump heights rule was rescinded and
the current five jump heights rule was approved, a watershed moment in the history of
Agility. Voting was very close. It was a fortuitous move considering the plastic revolution in
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Agility jumps in the future. Look closely at the table of heights to observe the changes. The
value of the five jump heights, was that it provided a progressive increase in heights for all
dogs, and at lower heights for dogs than the four jumps system. The 5 jump heights with the
10% rule are a much better deal for smaller dogs than the 4 jump heights with 25%.

Year Number Heights (mm)

1987 2 400 700 (<450 >=450)

1993 3 380 570 700 (<=380 380 <=550 >550)
2005  (25%) 4 250 400 550 625 (320 440 570 >570)
2006  (10%) 5 200 300 400 500 600 (270 365 455 545 >546)

Transferring the current crop of competing dogs, and applying the 25% rule, would have seen
a minimal number of 250 & 650 dogs, some 400, whereas 550 would absolutely dominate
competition, far more than it does now; and the retirement of new 400 dogs if they could not
manage the higher jumps. The four jumps height with 25% rule was a disaster in the making.

Dog jump heights have always been a contentious issue in Agility, as some people considered
dogs were required to jump too high, especially for some dog breeds. The 2006 Agility Rules
catered to smaller dogs competing in Agility. The 500 height class is the most competitive
height class, as more than half the dogs competing in Agility are in the 500 mm height class,
especially if tighter SCTs are taken into account, and the practical number of passes required
to be attained for the Agility Champion title.

Changes in Agility

Elimination of Flag Stewards means you are being judged by a Judge, and not someone who
may have had no involvement with Agility and has been roped in to help out on the day. The
layout of the course, and Judges paths became more critical so that Judges could move
around the ring and judge the dog performing each obstacle. In 2000, the advent of Jumping
Classes meant Judges could judge the performances of each dog further away from the dog.
There’s the concept of statue judging even in Agility — enabled by changes to the Agility
Rules providing larger contact areas, and the elimination of different size contact areas for
each height of dogs. It used to be two contact areas for each contact, then three on the Dog
Walk, until now we have the one large contact area.

Computerisation of trial entries has significantly reduced the time for competitors to prepare
each entry, from completing a hand written form for each class, saves on postage sending
entries and acknowledgement of receipts, with the click of a button for each Class.

Electronic Timing Gates remove the human factor of the Timekeeper using the Stop Watch
and gives an accurate result for every competitor, and is fair to all competitors. Andrew
Macdonald was the key person in ADCV’s purchase of electronic equipment. We don’t need
a person in each ring, to perform the role of Timekeeper any more at an Agility Trial.
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Lydia Whiteway with Ranji at the start line at Knox in 1998, with James Browne as the
Timekeeper — he always clearly announced the run time. It was great for competitors. And
following the demise of Timekeepers, James unsurprisingly, has the clearest signals when he
is judging Agility. lan Staniforth sitting observing proceedings.

Computerisation of results from ringside, mean Placings can be more quickly determined
especially in classes with a large entry and lots of passes —it’s much quicker and takes the
pressure off the Judge to correctly decide Placings. But it still takes time to finalise
Qualification Cards prior to Presentation. The Cards are accurate to the detail input to the
computer by the competitor. And if the Card is smudged or marked in some way, it can be
quickly reprinted.

The net result is that we now only have the Judge in the ring, whatever the weather, sunny or
wet and windy, plus the pole setters who are a godsend.

Some clubs have done away with Presentations and competitors can collect pass cards when
they have been signed by the Judge, and means competitors can leave earlier — we all lead
busy lives: family and work commitments, and many people travel long distances to compete
at Agility Trials.

Elimination of Lead Stewards with the competitor retaining their own dog lead, as a health
issue during the coronavirus pandemic, has reduced time between each competitor in the ring.

Use of the electronic Display Board showing the course time for each competitor is great for
everyone watching the competition. Did I make Standard Course Time? Yes, I did, when you
check the Display Board immediately after your run.

ANKC Agility Rules apply from 1* January 2021 (with rule clarifications).

Lydia Whiteway competing with Ranji in Agility at Knox, with Ray Ashman as the Judge
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Note the use of the Table and the Hoop in Agility which were adjustable for heights of dogs,
and the Collapsible Tunnel which was usually a 44 gallons drum with a 4 metres long heavy
canvas sock.

Also note there was a one metre Exclusion Zone around the Table so competitors could not
dominate the dog. Originally the course started and finished with the dog on the Table. And
check out the size of the cleats on the A-Frame. The Collapsible Tunnel was banned for
safety reasons. There was also introduced a 50 cm Exclusion Zone around the Weaving
Poles, painted on the ground.

Table

The Table was used as the start line and the finish line in the original rules with 9 obstacles.
And the dog had to remain on the Table in the middle of the course. Over time, with the
introduction of Open and Master classes, the number of obstacles in an Agility course
increased to as many as 20 obstacles. The pause of 5 seconds on the Table gave the
competitor a breather midway on the course, and the Judge could use the time to relocate to
the next judging position.

Table Timer

Former ADCV member and Agility Judge Ian Staniforth invented the electronic Table Timer
to give a precise 5 seconds count on the Table in accordance with the Agility Rules. You
pressed and held down a button on the Table Timer and it would give a synchronized
indicator light, sound and vibration to manage the count. Most Judges would verbally count
down the 5 seconds. Often dogs would jump off early (5 faults) and the dog would have to
get back on the Table and restart the count. The vibration to time the count was best — you
could watch the dog. Twenty years later, the Table Timer still works - they were well made.

If the Judge didn’t use a Timer, or used a stop watch, then you could repeatedly say “Wait” in
an endeavour to speed up the count, and keep the dog on the Table. Dogs were ready to fly
off at the end of the count and continue the course. There were other changes in Agility.

The Cross-Over. A crossover was a contact obstacle. Picture a table (1x1 metre), 1.2 metres
off the ground, with four ramps (one on each side) going up to the tabletop. The ramps are
just like those of the Dog Walk. The Crossover was banned for safety reasons. One of the
difficulties was the monstrous size of the obstacle: where will a Judge fit it in the course?

The Triple Jump was three obstacles in one — a Bar Jump then a Solid Jump followed by
another Bar Jump, with varying (short) distances between each Jump depending on the size
of the dog. The consensus was that the jumps were too close together, irrespective of dog
jump height. A Judge’s course might send you over the Triple Jump through a Flexible
Tunnel, and back over the Triple Jump — it was a very long course at that time.

The Spread Hurdle originally consisted of three bars rather than two.

Agility as a sport has fundamentally changed in the last 25 years. Agility equipment has
become more specialised, and is now very expensive, in the interests of the safety of people
and their dogs. The ANKC Agility Rules were modernised in 2005-2006 with the expansion
from 6 to 17 competition classes, and five jump heights. Consequentially, there’s usually a
number of classes you can enter your dog in at an Agility Trial, and the Trial is profitable for
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Back cover photos:

Agility Dog Club Vic’s first 6 ANKC Agility Champions:

Tai Jet
Heidi ’ Flame
Ruby Brightly









