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READERS’ SPACE

A herun s nest in view from nw terrace

first saw a Blackcrowned MNight-heron from ooy

baleony in July: As this was a lifer for me I mshed to
get my Mikon Coolpix PA5{, and clicked a few pictares. T
adentified the bird from its ashy grey npperside, with black
erown, back and scapulars, and s long black occipiral
erest; it also had the typical hanchbacked postmee.

Initially, I thought that the bird was mesely sesting
on the Sonmohne Pelopberon prerocarpion tree near ooy
honsing society, but when I spotted the same bird at the
same location a few days later, I wondered if this was
2 coincidence or was I sesing the same bird yet again.
I began closely observing the heson and noticed that it
was in breeding plunmage, and that it appeared to hare a
parter, of which I conld really not be sure at that time, as
there is hardly any difference among the male and famale
of the species, except that the female is slizhtly smaller
and has a less promunent occipital erest

A few weeks later, I saor some more herons, and an
egret too. A few days later, T heard lond ealls that were less

noirythan those of jorenidle Fainted Stoges, It vwas later that
I dizcovered that the calls were of Black-crowned Might-
Heron joreniles. I ran to the terrace once again to captuse
the joveniles in my camera The mvenies were learning
to emp from one banch to another, and their parents
wese watching over them These joveniles were in the nest
for almost fonr weeks. They were dow, but testless, and
kept taking =onall flights Before each flicht, they wonld
steetch their necks, chzerve their snrronndings, and then
take off The calls of the juveniles were most zndible at
eacdy morning and lessenad as the day progressed. Thick
foliape prevented me from petting 3 pictare of them
Bird life was blooming nght in midst of snch a heawily
concretized city as MMumbai, and this can be credited to
the tree planters, conservatiomists, and of congse, to the
adaptability of the birds, =
—Wikas Pansase
Micrmbai, Mabararbims
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