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Chapter 3-God’s Decree

1. From all eternity God decreed
everything that occurs, without
reference to anything outside

himself.? He did this by the perfectly |

wise and holy counsel of His own
will, freely and unchangeably. Yet

God did thisin such away that He is

neither the author of sin nor has fel-
lowship with any in their sin.? This
decree does not violate the will of
the creature or take away the free
working or contingency of second
causes. On the contrary, these are
established by God’s decree.® In
this decree God’s wisdom is
displayed in directing all things, and
His power and faithfulness are
demonstrated in accomplishing His
decree.*

!|saiah 46:10; Ephesians
1:11; Hebrews 6:17; Romans

9:15, 18.2%James 1:13; 1 John 1:5. Acts

4:27,28; John 19:11. *“Numbers
23:19; Ephesians 1:3-5.

2. God knows everything that could
happen under any given
conditions.® However, His decree of
anything is not based on foreseeing
it in the future or foreseeing that it
would occur under such
conditions.®

SActs 15:18.°Romans 9:11, 13, 16, 18.

3. By God’s decree, and for the
demonstration of his glory, some
men and angels are predestined
(or foreordained) to eternal life
through Jesus Christ,’ to the praise
of His glorious grace.® Others are
left to live in their sin,

leading to their just
condemnation, to the praise of
His glorious justice.®

/1 Timothy 5:21; Matthew

25:34. 8Ephesians 1:5, 6. Romans
9:22,23; Jude 4

4. These predestined and
foreordained angels and men
are individually and
unchangeably designated, and
their number is so certain and
definite that it cannot be either
increased or decreased.

102 Timothy 2:19; John 13:18.

5. Those men who are
predestined to life were chosen
by God before the foundation of
the world, according to his
eternal and unchangeable
purpose and the secret counsel
and good pleasure of his will.
He chose them in Christ for
eternal glory, purely as a result
of his free grace and

love,'* without anything else
about them serving as a
condition or cause moving him
to do so.*

"Ephesians 1:4, 9, 11; Romans
8:30; 2 Timothy 1:9; 1 Thessaloni-
ans 5:9. ?Romans

9:13, 16; Ephesians 2:5, 12.

6. Just as God has appointed the
elect to glory, so he has by the
eternal and completely free
purpose of his will foreordained
all the means.®® Therefore, those
who are elected, being fallen in
Adam, are redeemed by

Christ* and effectually called to
faith in Christ by his Spirit
working at the appropriate time.
They are justified, adopted,
sanctified,’® and kept by his
power through faith to
salvation.’ No one but the elect
are redeemed by Christ, or
effectually called, justified,
adopted, sanctified, and saved.’
131 Peter 1:2; 2 Thessalonians

2:13. 1 Thessalonians

5:9, 10. *Romans 8:30; 2
Thessalonians 2:13. '°1 Peter

1:5. YJohn 10:26; 17:9; 6:64.

7. The doctrine of the high
mystery of predestination is to
be handled with special
prudence and care so that those
heeding the will of God revealed
in his Word and obeying him may
be assured of their eternal
election by the certainty of their
effectual calling.® In this way
this doctrine will give reasons for
praise,* reverence, and
admiration of God, as well as
humility,° diligence, and rich
comfort to all who sincerely obey
the gospel.**

181 Thessalonians 1:4, 5; 2 Peter
1:10. *®*Ephesians 1:6; Romans
11:33.°Romans 11:5, 6, 20. ?*Luke
10:20.
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Ordo Salutis is Latin for

“Order of Salvation.”

It is the order in which a believer is
saved. It is an interesting theological
conversation that is worth having.

Not all agree on the exact details
related to steps of salvation, but I would
like to take the next few months to
discuss from a Baptist perspective what
we are convinced Scripture says, not
just how we are saved but in what
sequence that salvation takes place,
starting just after the cross of Christ.
We will begin with the Gospel Call as
our subject for this month as it begins
the journey to our right relationship with
God through His reconciliation.

The Gospel Call, otherwise known as
the Effectual Call, is known as God, by
His sovereign will, drawing a sinner to
salvation. In fact, it is defined in the
1689 as an event in which “God
converts a sinner, and translates him
into the state of grace.” This calling
involves a direct and personal summons
on a person’s life accompanied by an
awareness of God’s calling.

It is termed “effectual” because it
always accomplishes the purpose which
God intends - salvation. In other words,
God’s call on a person’s life will bring
about the change that He desires, to
bring that person into a relationship with
Jesus as Lord and Savior.

For all believers, this call is a reality that
we have experienced.

To bring new life and ultimate restoration.
Who exactly is responsible for the effectual
call in a believer’s life?

It is correct to say that all three persons of
the Trinity are involved in this call.

universally called to repent and believe by
our Savior in a general call. We can see the
general call clearly in John 3:16 for
example. God’s desire is obviously for all
to come to salvation and be made right

However, The New Testament largely points but sadly the lost defiantly refuse God’s

to the Father’s role in this endeavor.
Recorded in John 6:44, Jesus states,

“No one can come to Me unless the Father
who sent Me draws him.”

Paul in Romans 8:30, 1 Corinthians 1:9 and
1 Thessalonians 2:12 along with Peter in

1 Peter 2:9 focus on the Father’s calling unto

salvation. This call, however, is made
through the Holy Spirit who conquers the
sinner’s heart to apply the saving grace of
Jesus and His work on the cross.

So, we can say that Jesus paid the price for
the call that the Father makes through the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Therefore, the call is a surrender to our
Creator through a God-given faith and a
Spirit-empowered repentance.

We understand that God initiates and
carries out the work of salvation apart from
any work on our behalf or earned merit.
We better comprehend this when we read
Paul’s words, ‘‘for it is God who works in
you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure.” (Philippians 2:13)

The “Effectual Call” can be contrasted with
what is described as the “General Call.”

The former, when given, effects salvation as

God intends. This does not negate man’s
responsibility in salvation as all men are

merciful call.
The effectual call on a person’s life is an
absolute unequivocal miracle. It takes the
dead, cold heart of an unregenerated person
and breathes life into it. It takes the enemy
of God who willfully stands in unwavering
defiance and makes him into a child of
God. It takes the lost soul wandering
blindly in darkness and brings him home.
It works in way that we can tangibly see in
a person’s life without us fully
understanding how God does it, hence the
miracle. We are blessed beyond
comprehension to have a God who shows
such tremendous patience with us in our
lostness and depravity. All the while, He
granted us an overwhelming grace, that
sent Jesus into the world, who by His
sinless life, death and resurrection became
a propitiation for our sins that we might
benefit from God’s effectual calling in our
lives and gain by His sacrifice.
May we always relish the fact that God
condescended to us and brought us life
eternal realizing what we deserve and
the reality of His effectual call.

May God bless you all,

Boo. Jirn Tormensy
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