Chapter 2-
God & The Holy Trinity

1.The Lord our God is one,

the only living and true God.?
He is self-existent? and infinite in
being and perfection.

His essence cannot be
understood by anyone but

him.3

He is a perfectly pure spirit.*

He is invisible and has no body,
parts, or changeable emotions.?
He alone has immortality,
dwelling in light that no one can
approach.®

He is unchangeable,®
immense,®’ eternal,®
incomprehensible, almighty,®

in every way infinite,

absolutely holy,* perfectly wise,
wholly free, completely absolute.
He works all things according to
the counsel of His own
unchangeable and completely
righteous will** for his own
glory.*?

He is most loving, gracious,
merciful, and patient.

He overflows with goodness and
truth, forgiving iniquity,
transgression, and sin. He
rewards those who seek him
diligently.*® At the same time, He
is perfectly just and terrifying in
His judgments.'* He hates all
sin®™ and will certainly not clear
the guilty.*®
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2. God has all life,Y” glory,
8 goodness,’® and
blessedness in and of
Himself; He alone is
all-sufficient in Himself.
He does not need any
creature he has made nor
does he derive any glory from
them.? Instead, he
demonstrates his own glory in
them, by them, to them, and
upon them. He alone is the
source of all being, and
everything is from him,
through him, and to him.*

He has absolute sovereign
rule over all creatures,

to act through them, for
them, or upon them as he
pleases.? In his sight
everything is open and
visible.?® His knowledge is
infinite and infallible.

It does not depend upon any
creature, so for him nothing is
contingent or uncertain.?* He
is absolutely holy in all his
plans, in all his works,? and
in all his commands. Angels
and men owe to him all the
worship,? service, or
obedience that creatures owe
to the Creator and whatever
else he is pleased to require
of them.
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3. This divine and infinite Being
consists of three real
persons,*

the Father,
the Word or Son,
and the Holy Spirit.?’

These three have the same
substance, power, and
eternity, each having the whole
divine essence without this
essence being divided.?®

The Father is not derived from
anyone, neither begotten nor

proceeding.

The Sonis eternally begotten

of the Father.?

The Holy Spirit proceeds from
the Father and the Son.*°

Allthree are infinite and
without beginning and are
therefore only one God, who is
not to be divided in nature and
being.

Yet these three are
distinguished by several
distinctive characteristics and
personal relations.

This truth of the Trinity is the
foundation of all of our
fellowship with God and of our
comforting dependence on
Him.
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We find traditions to be very
important, and some are.

When we look at the past, many who
have gone before us have established a
heritage that we often follow. There are
many such examples in the church of
beneficial traditions that serve the
church well. Consider Sunday School,

Wednesday evening prayer and worship,

and Vacation Bible School. Such things
have been handed down to us across
centuries of church history. It doesn’t
make them infallible, but it could make
them valuable. Regardless of where a
tradition came from, it is important to
regularly evaluate each one to make
certain it is still Bible-based, Christ-
centered, God-glorifying, fruitful and
beneficial. We should never hold on to
tradition simply because it has always
been something we have always done.
Manmade institutions often run their
course of usefulness or become warped
over time by men’s ideas to improve,
expand or make them more relevant.
At times, these exercises prove to be
profitable updates. At other times, the
actions remove what was beneficial to

the church and leave it a hollow program

that has become a monument that
seemingly cannot be removed without
weeping and gnashing of teeth.

The reformers of the 16th century
understood this truth. As they looked at
the church through the lens of Scripture,
they realized that many of the things the
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church did and stood for did not align with
God’s Word.

They dutifully took the mantle of rejecting
what did not honor God and removed it
expeditiously.

They would not allow anything that did not
fit with God’s commands in Scripture for
how the church was to exist and function.
What was ejected were ministries and
programs that honored men rather than God
and sought to advance mankind’s agenda
rather than God’s kingdom.

Why the history lesson?

Easter will soon be upon us. It is the
commemoration of the greatest thing to ever
happen in the history of creation — namely,
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Savior! It was the moment that our sins were
atoned for and a propitiation for our sins was
made possible through His sinless life,
horrific death and ultimate resurrection that
brought for us eternal life. It was marked as
a wonderful time of celebration by the early
church and the reason we meet each week on
Sunday.

To bring all this together, we must look
backward and forward at Easter regarding
how it was celebrated and how we celebrate
it now. For the 1st century church, each
Sunday was sort of Easter, and a day filled
with joy. Each year, there was the annual
commemoration of resurrection day, the
greatest of Christian celebrations.

Leading up to Easter was a time of fasting
and penance to prepare for the greatest day
of the year.

The focus was on Jesus and His triumphal
victory over death that set us free.

Today, when we consider Easter, what does
it look like?

Does it reflect anything like the 1st century
church?

Certainly, the world has commercialized
Easter as it does most things. Now, Easter is
about Springtime, pastel colors, bunnies
and eggs. A far cry from how the early
church celebrated and held as its focus.
Unfortunately, much of this
commercialization has crept into the
church, leading our minds to consider lots
of things associated with Easter that have
nothing to do with the resurrection of our
King.

Ruminate with me about Easter this year
and what it truly means to observe the
greatest of all days versus how we have in
the past.

Question each part for its God-honoring
ability to rightly recognize the greatest even
in history and its ability to rightly celebrate
what has been done for us all. Think about
your focus this Easter and, as the reformers
did, oust anything that does not support our
biblical precedence. By God’s grace, may
we glorify Him above all things!

May God bless you all
this Easter Holy-day,

Bro. fim Tonmeory
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