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Week Forty-nine: November 30December 6 Week Fifty: December-13

Day.Esthe®; 7TRevel ation 3 Day:Nthemi-Ah8; 1Revel ati on 8
Day.E2r407 Psalm 97; Revel DtaiypmMaldacs;i Plsal m 2; Revel at i
Day. Nehemi3gh Rlevel ati on 5 Day:J8b3;1 Psalm 29; Revel atio
Day. N4hemi6bah Pssal m 98; ReveDat:iJognb764 Psal m 99; Revel atio
Day: Nehemi9gh Psal m 140; Revphgtligobl 187 Revel ation 12

Week Fifty-one: December 120 Week F|-two December 227

Day jdb-122 Psalm 100; Revell# BURiGEC | at i on 18
Day J3b-175 Rew atrirong, 14/ Day )3 1702, RIEHIENSIN
Day: 33b-2081PSal -!wv‘-@ : 20
Day: b231 Psal .'101v" eve Datyi o4 aln _ IR, Revel at
Day: b-2Z4 Revel i "oy THTE ay Job A'!“I‘..alml welation 27" Revel at
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James is somemspﬁdninlh @uNeeeﬁuﬁsperragamhatprpsueeh p pTHIE B ‘ OADCASTE

R R

book of Proverbs. o [didadufe.Qénjoppresgsaré Butrenfeinbeirdns 3 &S Godos pr g

such agames #hat give us a series of loosel/tempting because it can be pleadimables t art fi ghting ovdr A‘Méi\l" FJBLICANTIOF FIRST BAPTISTeMENA

”Eked apt))horisms OPI practical, go<|jly WiSdOﬂ;gglé'ﬁort term. We sin because we think itstviliggle is ultimately with the Lord. e

chapter begins with our universal concern UWiood. Every time we sin, we believe theanything more foolish than warring wjth

conflictWhat causes quarrels and what cauggiginal lie of Satan, who tempts us that w&od? Opposition from God is oppositio From The PaStor(B DeSk

fights among you? Is it not this, that your paggieeshappy if we get the pleasure we wamtapitaD. He 6s t he | asft Mym ghﬂs @nas,  wan t o hvwasn@part of Christmas and Jesus wasn&@  Tom Ascol said it well, fiSo as you celebrate

are at war within you? You desire and do ngedonism, which defines the good in ternappdsing me. God opposes the proud, § ¢ find ourselves at the end Of the year really the reason for our gatherings at all. Christmas, with whatever traditions and

have, so you murder. You covet and cannahe pleasurable, is the oldest philosophy taeed to get this maxim from James intofou dhat seemskhke l(;has Jtust Starte(ti Eheb Consider with me for a moment; how activities that you and yours enjoy, Take

obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do nobpp¥ee God. However, sin never brings soulsii God opposes t hp ays wee eS se’l(l)lfl on ﬁ Seemégl\{ieoé strange would it be going to someoned advantage of the opportunity to praise God

because vou do not ask. You ask and do n ; ; : birthday party and nothing about the afresh for the great, what Paul calls the

Yy Bappinedsthe state of inner delight, grace tolfhehbumbfe gn@vye efrh(fhder%ﬂere hdtidd has gone lebration had to do with th for wh . kable.6eift of His Son. If vou h
receive, because you ask wrongly, to speng|@8sedness, and contentment wherein there ought to be in a passionate quest to]  as we reflect on the past in those rare celebration had to do with the one for whom - Qinspeakable,Ogift of His Son. If you have
: . : d X N e had gathered? Christ you can be sure that, from your heavenly

your passions. (James3}:1 is no room for greed or covetousness. ~achi eve, 1 t0s the |gmdmensofquictandalthweghyt d eﬁthlnl{\j oul@ b weirded out Father® kind hand, you have and will have

The world is mar ke dchistiangwadwimanefts of Hafbmdss Witce & ha? $b@dthing you can earn. Ypu caakes us ponder where the time wentand  vot we easily lose focus on why we gather everything you nee’d}.lb

war and natio na I c 0 wefate 'al@n,b in thé phegence Bf SodWi !’réce’:lvé Grace dhly it dib@in His mercy dived things will ever slow down to a at C’hristmas and what the real reason is we I would recommend reading the Christmas

church; thereds war felRwsRip withHin, An@ it i§ end0ghuokioloy 'y otuh erea®s a gi flt fnormaldpacec andt buy,  ecdldbrite. ThdehtanglR@eht bftholiday story as a family and even constructing a

warfare inthe hadrteh e r e 6 s ¢ 0 n dut singHave Bder forgiveno Butsdon weit. God gives grace to the humble becal se Here it is again, Christmas time which pandemonium relegates Jesus to an Nativity scene as other means to remind

us. James says that these quarrels, fights,f or get and weo6r e wothey undenrstgnd thébgoanidusnesh & gr eaps gio rest for the weary. So many afterthought and places Him on a shelf ourselves of the reason we celebrate our Lord

disputes, and contentions come from withigs fiomd e n1 y, we say, fHufmill ijtuys twihad nag!] t Sﬁ&ﬂlﬁlﬁf 9%%&:? UOI}Sk’iO f ewhereghe aff betbrzss who has by His grace brought us salvation by

the fallenness of our hearts. The motivatiomfeney, if | just had a better car, if | just hasbaereign mercy. Humble people recoghizex n‘;m thltenm 0 ft?anyrn:ﬁa . 0 CI?O 1 How then do we, in the scurry of this time  sending His one and only Son into the world to

these conflicts is envy, or covetousness, WhighéSer hous e, | '6d fitrhaaltl yt hbee Lhoar pdp yd.oce § n Qnufy n%c eS e g OtOL}j?ea ng tousiie%?rse{tzh i OﬁYQar notse&caught up in the craze end live as a man without sin and took the cross to

a transgression we rarely hear aboutinour oWt er e xpl ai ni ng c oaef Iwiacnttd smosroeu rgcrea, c §I?achiREShsvh f%]}nl[ Yind fBionds. THe t | &S5 ng His birthday? A quick pay for our sins. . .

day. Conflict is the fruit of covetous hearts #8@kals what ends it and brings true humility. Do we seek less opposition fr y search y1elds ots of suggestions from Moreover, .death could not held Him and He is
9 Y- PP hustle and bustle of such arrangements well- meanlng folks who genuinely want to  enthroned in heaven, seated in glory for all

want what others ha Nappines$i 8 W t he ? gi et imwmier g rel b¥s. do awa win ekhhust ahdlekacerpate Eveh ehe moéNehehm) Sstmaintain a focus on Jesus. Some eternity as the Lamb of God!
wrong to want sometnhaeagewer doindts R ¥ € .ré@méraolt endtfve aresueveorthy $evangs rhalidaylspirit-filled person. It can be a are serious while others are just plainsilly,. fAnd i n the same regi
statement that we do not have because wedg ot g i ves gr ace t o thrdwieg olrsetnds brethe dnerS ofihemfotdizzying time of year trying to get However, one truth is evident. out

. in the field, kee
ask implicitly calls us to ask God to give usy@liirselves therefore to God ... Humble When we enter God{s evgithigsdeny gnadst thawchpros afe makedping Jesus in the foreground of our by night. And an ange
desires. We should feel no shame when wgsl@siétves before the Lord, and he will extiiat He give us something or try to persfiadioliday planning, we will no doubthear  gatherings must start with intentionality. We t o t hem, and the glor
good things as long as our desire does notynakgames 4¢3, 10 Him to give us something as if we were HIS he oft repeated platitudes like, must be deliberate in keeping a focusonthe t hem, and they were f
those good things into idols. The warning agadity is the secret to a happy life. counselors who advise Him of a better %ﬁg ?}iﬂ:tr‘e‘;s%h“fsotr”}[ii O:arsgf' POetic,  One who truly matters. It seems reasonable t he angel dSedrd ot t hfe
covetousness comes into play when JamegVhat is humility? Scripture does notsaytdeoi ng t hi ngs, weod\Je Ce?taﬂlir ?néseeb ok &i o?our?_' i s tpapsms thapagpraper celebration of Christ br i ng you good news o
acknowledges that someAtlmes wea@s§lyor humble person is Mr. Milquetoast, the  not boldly as the Bible calls us to do, but holiday vocabulary to remind ourselves }VOlﬁd lnclucLe Hl\s)vchurchjo;ned }(ogteﬁher for . ﬁ ot [‘ e p ]? 0 B le. d F
what we dondt have. wishgvashylpérsd® the spifeless snkn wha@oganty.0A® ehust come to Him in and ofhers of the importance of keepin or this worship. We cannot forsake the bon e city o avi
hi in th fat d hi . i R p PIg  oathering of ourselves as it is designedtobe L o ®d.uk e-1 2: 8
things in the wrong spifitat does this meants a doormat for the world; rather, the humbla ank s gi vi ng and gr fedusHiltant orémost iloar g1 ac €an foutadeffent as we anticipate ChristGs [ pray that your Christmas is blessed with the
Consider that we ask for things because w@erson is one who fears God. The fear of tieeady received. The more humble we fareelebrations o v P pray fal your : W

. ; i ! ) i PO y ' ¢ : o second coming (Hebrews 10:25). We are warmth of family and friends, peace and joy,
believe they will make us happy. This tumns i@ is the beginning of wisdom, and suclthe more grace we get. The prouder wejaréeople decry the commercialization of God people to whom He has given the and the grace of our Lord and Savior
covetousness when we believe that we hayesflows from a heart that is in awe of Gade more God Opposes Uus. the remembrance of Jesueqblrthday and greatest gift of all in salvation through Jesus Christ.
inalienable right to pursue pleasure as the gadrgews to His authority. The opposite of _ _ A _ become dlsmayed when it 18 alloverand  Jegus. A candid reflection on this can May God bless you all,
of happiness. Maxi mhunmiitigarrdghneea To thinkeGod d?alveSQJEgJr : s ¢ g l ltt II wr e 8‘63 |S < ‘r’]"; Id Ej ﬁ’mrEme {)ea;hizugg.rt}ﬁtgﬂrhmstJrgaLl}a Nd  change our perspective and direction. B JmT
chief goal, but happiness and pleasure areevery pleasure we want manifests an Noyorpa Yl h, 2021 g ' g ro.Jim lennery
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Lottie Moon:
a life of radical obedience
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Written by Tom Nettles and previously published on
Founders Ministries on
December 22, 2023
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