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For the Christian, truth is far more
than a philosophical concept. It is
deeply theological because it is
intimately tied to the nature of God
and His self-revelation.

The Lord is both fthe true Godo Jet.
10:10; John 17:3; 1 Thess. 1:9; 1
John 5:20) and fthe God of trutho Ps({
31:5; Isa. 65:16) who cannot speak
falsely (Num. 23:19; Titus 1:2).

Jesus Christ is ithe only Son from the
Father,0and thus He is ffull of grace
and trutho Jobin 1:14)—indeed, He
declares Himself to be t hteuth (John
14:6).

The Holy Spirit, whom the Son sends
as He returns to the Father, is ithe
Spirit of truthd Jobin 14:17; 15:26;
16:13; 1 John 5:6).

Satan, in sharp contrast, is fa liar and
the father of lieso Jobin 8 : 4445.
Since God® self-revelation
necessarily reflects His character, the
Word of God is entirely true.

Indeed, itisnotme r & lIrw e
(adjective) butt r yroun)

—the implication being that God&
Word bears the very nature of truth
(John 17:17; cf. Ps. 119:160; 2 Tim.
2:15; James 1:18).

The essential truthfulness of God&
Word is bound up with its

perfection and trustworthiness(2
Sam. 22:31; Ps. 12:6; 18:30; Prov.
30:5; Rev. 21:5; 22:6).
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But what exactly i #uth?
Philosophers have debated whether
truth should be understood as some
kind of relationship to reality.
Accordingtor e a |, thes m
commonsense view, a belief or
statement is true if it accurately
depicts or represents the world as it
r e ais. Realism predominated until
the turn of the twentieth century,
when varieties of a n-t e a | arosem
often in pursuit of a more consistent
outworking of atheism.

Anti-realism is closely associated
with postmodernist movements,
according to which ftruthois a
human social construction to be
created rather than discovered. It is
safe to say that the Bible assumes a
realist view of truth, and the great
creeds and confessions of the
church were forged by Christians
who would have been baffled by
any other stance.

Besides the debate over realism,
various theories of truth have been
proposed.

Cor r e s p othedresnuaiatain
that truth is a relationship between
beliefs and facts: a belief is true if it
fmatches upowith the way things
actually are.

Co h e r é¢haocies hold that truth is
more like an internal feature of a
belief system: a belief is true if it
meshes consistently with one®
other beliefs or ideas.
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P r a g mtadories propose that
truth is a function of the

C 0 ns e g ud belets:sa belief is
true if holding that belief fimakes a
differencedin some useful or
desirable way. Christians
understandably gravitate toward a
correspondence theory of truth, yet
the other two approaches contain
some important insights.

Following the lead of Augustine,
some Christian thinkers have
suggested that truths are
ultimatelyd i vi ne
merely that whatever God believes
is true; rather, truths i mp | y
whatever God believes.

If this is correct, then we can
understand how truth will manifest
not only correspondence with
reality, but also internal coherence
(because of the orderliness of
God& mind) and pragmatic
usefulness (because God&
thoughts are always wise and
effective).

On this view, when we apprehend
truth, we are thinking God®
thoughts after himoin the deepest
sense—a truly awe-inspiring
thought.

This article was written by James Anderson
and previously published in Tabletalk on
Ligonier.org on February 26th, 2025
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Greetings FBC Family,
It matters what you believe. [ am often
asked about the importance of Christian
doctrine and how much weight it should
bear in our lives. The thought is, that if
we simply believe in Jesus, that should be
enough for us.
Doctrine gets us into places of
disagreement many will argue. Others
insist that being too concerned over the
nuances of what we believe takes time
way from the mission of the church. We
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should be able to simply love God and
love our neighbor and that will satisfy our
calling, right? On one level I might be
inclined to agree with you that a simple
faith is a wonderful thing. However, when
we get into the nuts and bolts of
Christianity, I believe we will find much
more is needed.

Recently, Ligonier Ministries and
Lifeway Research teamed up to find out
exactly what Christians believe. They
asked a series of survey questions to
evangelical Christians. The term
flevangelicalO has been widely used and
applied without a consistent definition.
Fortunately, they present four key tenets
that are held by evangelicals to clarify
who it is they are referring to.

First, evangelicals hold that the Bible is
the highest authority for what we believe.
Second, it is very important to share the
gospel so the lost will trust in Jesus as
Savior.

Third, JesusOsacrifice on the cross is the
only thing that can remove the penalty of
my sin.

Finally, it is only those who trust in Jesus
alone as their Savior who will receive

the free gift of eternal salvation. I believe all
of us could agree with these statements.
Please remember these principles as I cover
a few of the results from the survey.

The results begin with a couple of questions
about sin.

Respondents stated by a 64% margin that
everyone is born innocent in the eyes of God
while 53% are certain that despite sin,
everyone is basically good by nature. This is
troubling as Scripture makes clear that
mankind is born with a sinful nature and is
plagued by being a slave to sin prior to
regeneration through Christ.

As David stated, iBe h o | d , I
forth in iniquity,
C onc eioPsdm5ne .

It is a reality that sin is a constant reminder
of our fallen state and our only hope to be
good is by Jesus and His righteousness.

On another note, we find a bit of good news
mixed with some bad news. When asked
about the nature of God, 53% replied that the
Holy Spirit is a force but is not a personal
being. It is absolute truth of the Bible that
the Holy Spirt is God and part of the Trinity.
While we consider this, 98% believe that
there is one true living God who is Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. The responses are
inconsistent at best and ill-informed at worst.
Evidence of God nature is found
throughout His Word, and we know from
that we have a personal, triune God who is
perfect in every way. The final set of
questions I want to address are related to
God& worship and His Word.

Again, we have a wonderful response finding
that 100% of evangelicals find the Bible to be
the highest authority for what we believe.
However, nearly half (47%) believe that God
accepts the worship of all religions including
Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. The response
to the latter question is utterly disturbing as we
are told to worship the God of the Bible alone.
Exodus 20:4-6 makes it abundantly clear that
the worship of any other god is completely
unacceptable and sinful. The entirety of the
survey can be found by searching online for
fiState of Theology.0 I believe you will find the
results interesting. While some may be
uplifting, others will be disturbing. I pray we
will all see from this the truth that it does matter

w avlsat wb el@wue. §if but beliefs are inconsistent

oanotdased am Scaptume, wemaydfindmy mo t
ourselves in a place of confusion and doubt.

What you believe shapes your worldview and

your worldview shapes how you live.

I appreciate Albert Mohler& words on the

subject, fiThe absence of consistent biblical
worldview thinking is a key mark of spiritual
immaturity.0 I want to add the truth from the

writer of Hebrews, AT her ef or e
el ementary doctr
maturi ty, not [
repentance
G 0 d May each of us find the richness in
God& Word and strive to know it and our
Creator more. While many stand on shaky
ground doctrinally speaking, my hope is that we
will all endeavor to mature in the deeper things
of God.
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ro.Jim Tennery



What Is Truth?
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