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Week Thirty-Seven : September 11 - 17  
Day 1:  
Day 2:  
Day 3:  
Day 4:  
Day 5:  

Isa 45-48; 1 Cor 13  

Isa 49-52; Psalm 69; 1 Cor 14  

Isa 53-55; Psalm 128; 1 Cor 15  

Isa 56-59; Psalm 70; 1 Cor 16  

Is 60-63; 2 Cor  

Week Thirty-Eight: September 18 - 24  
Day 1:  
Day 2:  
Day 3:  
Day 4:  
Day 5:  

Isa 64-66; 2 Cor 2  

2 Kings 21; 2 Chr 33; Ps 71; 2 Cor 3  

Nahum; Psalm 149; 2 Cor 4  

2 Kings 22-23; Psalm 73; 2 Cor 5  

2 Chr 34-35; 2 Cor 6  

Week Thirty-Six: September 4 - 10  
Day 1:  
Day 2:  
Day 3:  
Day 4:  
Day 5:  

2 Chr 29-31; 1 Cor 8  

2 Kings 18-19; 2 Chr 32; Ps 67; 1 Cor 9  

Isa 36-37; Psalm 123; 1 Cor 10  

2 Kings 20; Isa 38-40; Ps 68; 1 Cor 11  

Isa 41-44; 1 Cor 1  

Week Thirty-Nine: Sept 25 - Oct 1  
Day 1:  
Day 2:  
Day 3:  
Day 4:  
Day 5:  

Habakkuk; 2 Cor 7  

Zephaniah; Psalm 74; 2 Cor 8  

Jeremiah 1-4; Psalm 130; 2 Cor 9  

Jer 5-7; Psalm 75; 2 Cor 10  

Jer 8-10; 2 Cor 11  

Church Family, 

This will be my last column to you as 

pastor of First Baptist Church of Mena, 

Arkansas.  Together, we have trav-

ersed many years of this Christian life.  

We have seen many come to know 

Christ and many more grow deeper in 

their faith as we studied God's                  

precious word together.  It is my pray-

er that if I leave anything behind here 

it is a deeper love for the Bible being 

preached consistently, systematically, 

and passionately.  If that is true with 

even a small percentage of you, I will 

count my labor not in vain.  The                   

greater reward will be when I hear of 

you continuing to walk in truth and 

shining the light of the Gospel in Mena 

and beyond.   

On  a  more personal  note,  let  me  say 

thank you on behalf of my family.  Here   

our baby boys have become young 
men.  We have seen two of them come 
to faith in Christ and become baptized 
and many of you were used of God to 
help usher them into the kingdom.  
They will carry much that they learned 
here forward with them into the next 
phases of their young lives.   
I am grateful for the love and labor of 
our church pastors, staff, and                          
volunteers.  The accolades that some 
have laid on me rightly belong to them.  
These last few days my mind has                 
lingered long in thoughts of some of 
the great saints we have seen pass 
away in my time here.  The love that I 
had for them in their life is only                     
surpassed by my joy at looking forward 
to seeing them again in the presence of 
the Savior. 
My prayers for you are simple.  I pray 
you  will  be found faithful.   I  pray  that  

my  favorite  Bible  Verse. 
How did you meet? Barbara  - Preston and I met at a 
community event in Thompsonville, TX. Both of our 
mother’s were involved in planning the function.  
What is your sweet treat? Preston - Cream pies                 
Barbara  - Sand  Tarts 
Do you have any hobbies or interesting facts to share? 
Preston - I enjoy wood working, shooting, Bible study, 
Scenic sightseeing, rock hunting, metal working. I love 
the people of Mena and love the area.  Barbara  - I like 
oil painting, books, birdwatching, history, and sightsee-
ing. I LOVE OUR NEW LIFE IN MENA. Thank  you  for 
your warm welcome  to  First  Baptist  Mena. 

He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble His way. All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,  

for those who keep His covenant and His testimonies.  -  Psalms 25:9-10  

the Christian learns to tolerate rather than shrink 
from it in disgust. 
 

Each of us must examine his heart. It is an awful 
thing to insult God to His face. The good God                
deserves better treatment; the great God claims it; 
the just God will have it or repay His adversary to his 
face. An awakened heart trembles at the audacity 
of sin and stands alarmed at the contemplation of 
its punishment. How monstrous a thing is rebellion! 
How dreadful a doom is prepared for the ungodly! 
My soul, never laugh at sin’s fooleries, lest you begin 
to smile at sin itself. It is your enemy, and your Lord’s 
enemy: Learn to detest it and to distance yourself 
from it, for only then can you give evidence of the 
possession of holiness, without which no one can 
see the Lord. 
 

Devotional material is taken from Morning and Evening, written 
by C. H. Spurgeon, revised and updated by Alistair Begg.   

FBC Mena History Tidbit  
 

A.L. Davis First Southern Baptist Missionary  
to the Sioux Nation 

 
On June 21, 2009, Bro. A. L. Davis delivered the             
Sunday morning sermon at First Baptist Mena. It was a 
hot day and a recent tornado had blown the air           
conditioning unit off of the church roof. Doors and               
windows were wide open and hand fans were passed out 
as people entered the auditorium. As Bro. Davis                      
approached the pulpit, he was smiling and said, “This 
would have been a good day to preach on hell.” There 
was laughter across the auditorium as the congregation 
kept those hand fans going full speed.  
 
Bro. Davis was ninety eight years of age when he spoke 
that Sunday! He delivered a very good sermon. It was 
Bible based and he stayed on his topic, never loosing his 
train of thought. When church was over and people were 
going to their cars, I noticed that Bro. Davis walked his 
wife to her side of their car, opened the door for her, 
shut the door after she was seated, THEN, he went to the 
driver’s side of the car, got in and they drove off.  
 
Bro. Davis was the author of a book entitled, “The              
Tapestry of a Life My Memoirs,” published in 2006.  
 
Bro. Andrew Lewis Davis passed away September 25, 
2010 in Mena at the age of 99. He was buried in Black 
Hills National Cemetery in Sturgis, South  Dakota. 
 
Contributed by Linda Gandy 
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We, as a church, face a               
challenging time in the fact that 
we will be without a lead pastor 
for a time.  That doesn’t mean 
that we can’t carry on the                 
ministries God has given us. It 
does mean that we all need to 
be faithful to utilize the gifts and 
carry on the functions that God 
has  given to each of us.   
 
We need to be faithful in prayer.  
Pray as we select a pastor-search 
committee.  Pray for guidance in 
choosing a new pastor.  Pray for 
your church leadership team as 
they carry on in their usual roles, 
but also as they help fill the gap 
that is left when we are without a 
pastor. 
 
Be faithful in church attendance.  
Do not be slack in gathering with 
your church family to engage in 
worship and service.  We serve 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is our 
head.  He is our leader through 
His Spirit.  Be faithful to Him and 
His calling upon your life. 
 
Be loving! The process in calling a 
new pastor can sometimes cause 
conflict.  We must exercise love 
and patience with each other,  
as we work together to advance 
God’s kingdom work. 
 
The words to the hymn, “To the 
Work”, ring especially true at this 
time: 
 
 To the work!  To the work!  
 We are servants of God; 
 Let us follow the path that 
 our Master has trod; 
 With the balm of His                 
 counsel our strength to  
 renew, 
 Let us do with our might 
 what our hands find to do. 
 
 To the work!  To the work!  
 There is labor for all; 
 For the kingdom of                 
 darkness and error shall 
 fall; 
 And the love of our Father 
 exalted shall be, 
 In the loud swelling chorus, 

my successor will be able to build           

upon the foundations we have laid 

together after the great season of 

difficulty that preceded our time           

together.  Look to find a pastor that 

exemplifies the qualifications given in 

God's Word.  No skill set is nearly as 

important as fidelity to the Word of 

God and love for His church.  This 

great church has been here proclaim-

ing the truth for 125 years and will 

continue for years to come.  I am 

grateful to be a part of the great              

lineage of pastors that include                

faithful men like David McCord, Bill 

Bowen, and Dillard Miller.  Should                 

I be  remembered here alongside 

those men I will be honored.   

I will miss you all in a way that is               

beyond my words here on the page.  

Go forth with the message of "repent 

and believe the Gospel" and refresh 

your love for Christ and one another.   

I love you church. 
 

                          In Christ,   

                      Bro. Russell 

 “Salvation is free!” 
 Toiling on, toiling on, 
 Toiling on, toiling on; 
 Let us hope, let us watch, 
 And labor till the Master 
 comes. 
 
Now is not the time to let up or 
look back.  It is time to press on in 
the service of our King! 
 
       Blessed to serve, 
 

              Bro. Vernon 

be against us? He who did not 
spare his own Son but gave Him 
up for us all, how will He not also 
with Him graciously give us all 
things?” 
 

If God has graciously lavished His 
love over us by bringing us out of 
the darkness of our lost state and 
brought us into His family, then we 
can trust that He will give us all 
that we need in order to continue 
to grow in our sanctification. 
 

3. Out of our sight, but in His mind. 
 

One of the greatest difficulties 
that comes with change is the       
uncertainty of what will come 
next. In our limited humanity, we      
wonder and, if we aren’t careful, 
we may fall into the sin of fear. But 
we can resist that temptation by     
remembering that God is always 
at work to accomplish His purpos-
es, even when we can’t see.                    
A good example of this can be 
found in Acts chapter 9. This is the 
famous chapter of the Apostle 
Paul’s  conversion. In verse ten we 
are introduced to a small              
character in the drama that was 
unfolding in Paul’s life. Ananias 
was a believer who lived in                
Damascus and we read that God 
spoke to him and gave him              
instructions to go and minister to 
Paul. After Ananias’s understand-
able hesitancy the Lord speaks 
again in verse 15. 
 

“Go, for he is a chosen instrument 
of Mine to carry My name before 
the Gentiles and kings and the 
children of Israel.”  
 

Now, think about this: Paul was 
completely unaware of any of this 
as he waited, blind on the other 
side of town. But God was      
working. 
 

There is no denying that this is a 
difficult time for us, even if only 
because our hearts are sad. May 
these unchanging truths help 
ground our hearts and fill them 
with trust. 
 
 

    Your fellow servant,   Bro. Kevin   

 
 

 

Average Attendance 
August 2022 

 

Worship Services  

(SUN AM/PM & WED)                        135/48/69 

Sunday School                                    93 
 

Financials 
July 2022 

 

Month 

Tithes & Offerings         $28,226.87 

Expenses                         $33,736.01 

Net Balance                   (-$5,503.85) 
 

Year to Date 

Tithes & Offerings       $200,785.28 

Expenses                       $226,264.92 

Net Balance                 (-$25,445.94) 
 

August financials will be  

reported in October. 

Hot indignation seizes me  
because of the wicked, who  

forsake your law. — Psalm 119:53 
 

My  soul, do you feel this holy             
trembling at the sins of others? For if 
you do not, you lack inward                
holiness. David’s cheeks were wet 
with rivers of waters because of 
prevailing unholiness. Jeremiah              
desired eyes like fountains that he 
might lament the iniquities of Israel, 
and Lot was deeply troubled by 
the conduct of the men of Sodom. 
Those upon whom the mark was set 
in Ezekiel’s vision were those who 
sighed and cried for the sins of                 
Jerusalem. Gracious souls cannot 
help but be grieved to see what 
pains men take to go to hell. They 
know the evil of sin experimentally 
[experientially], and they are 
alarmed to see others flying like 
moths into its blaze. 
 
Sin makes the righteous shudder 
because it violates a holy law that 
it is in every man’s highest interest 
to keep; it pulls down the pillars of 
the nation. Sin in others horrifies a              
believer because it makes him think 
of the baseness of his own heart: 
When he sees a transgressor he is 
reminded of his own frailty and             
vulnerability: “He fell today, and               
I may fall tomorrow.” Sin to a                 
believer is horrible because it                    
crucified the Savior; he sees in                 
every iniquity the nails and spear. 
How  troubling  it  should  be  when  

by C. H. Spurgeon

Dear church family, 
 

I don’t really like change.                    
Honestly, I don’t think anyone                
really does, especially when it’s 
the kind of change that happens 
to us. It should come as no surprise 
then, that I wasn’t jumping with 
joy when Bro. Russell shared with 
me a few weeks ago that he 
would most likely be leaving us. As 
I’m sure was the case for many of 
you, I  was shocked and                      
saddened to hear that this big 
change was coming. In fact, if I’m 
being completely honest, I was 
also some angry. And to a point, 
this response is a normal one. 
 

Bro. Russell wasn’t just the man 
that we listened to once or twice 
a week. He was more than that. 
We aren’t simply saying goodbye 
to a preacher (gifted as he is), we 
are losing our pastor, our under 
shepherd. He was our friend,  
leader, counselor and much 
more. So as we’ve said goodbye 
and look to the uncertainty of the 
future I find it best to focus on the 
things that we can know ARE             
certain, regardless of our situation. 
 

1. God is still on His throne. 
 

In Isaiah chapter 6, we read that 
Israel was going through a               
difficult, and not all to unsimilar, 
time with the death of their                 
beloved king, Uzziah. It is over this 
backdrop that Isaiah sees his              
vision of the Lord. Read the                 
description  of  what   Isaiah   saw, 
 

“I saw the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up; and 
the train of his robe filled the             
temple.”  
 

What a tremendous truth to               
stabilize our hearts in the midst of 
changing times! 
 

2. God is for us. 
 

In Romans chapter 8, the Apostle 
Paul shares some encouraging 
words that should honestly make 
our hearts overflow in praise. 
 

“What then shall we say to these 
things?  If  God is  for us,  who  can  

Preston W. & Barbara DuBose 
Joined April 24, 2022 

 

Where were you born and where did 
you grow up? Preston - Gonzales, TX  
Barbara - Corpus Christi, TX 
Who makes up your family? Brenda - 
We have 2 children, Preston DuBose, 
50ish & Christine Presley, 46 and                  
5 Grandkids, Kaylee & Karissa age 23, 
Ben 19, Sam 17 and Grace 16. 
How did you come to faith in Christ?  
Preston - I was saved at age 10 at a                
revival at 1st Baptist Church, Waelder, 
TX. Barbara - 1996 I was blessed with                 
salvation! After a lifetime of knowing 
about Christ I came to KNOW HIM  
after asking for forgiveness and giving 
Him my life. (prayed Psalm 103:12) 
Previous Church: 1st Baptist Gonzales 
Tell us about your education and             
occupation? Preston  - Lifetime AG: 
poultry, dairy, commercial cattle,     
manufactured cattle feeders and sold 
them across the Gulf Coast.  Barbara  - 
I have a Masters in Public Administra-
tion and worked at state agencies in     
Austin, TX. I was also a lobbyist and 
helped with our ranch. 
What areas of ministry have you 
served? Preston - I’ve served with a 
men's group and as Sunday School  
teacher. I also started a satellite 
church and worked with Texas Baptist 
Men and mission support.  Barbara  -  
I was a Sunday School Teacher for               
elementary and 5th & 6th graders, 
nursery worker and went on a mission 
trip to Mexico with my church. 
Do you have a favorite verse and song 
or hymn? Preston  - My favorite hymn 
is “In the Garden” and my favorite           
Bible verse is 1 Corinthians 2:9                    
Barbara  - “How Great Thou Art” is my 
favorite  hymn  and   Psalm  103:12  is               


