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Gratitude is the
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grateful. Does the psalmist believe that Isragl&fi@ii@e published not by evangelicals, bugtage already received.

gePeople make special trips to visit the
wonderland of changing colors and
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clothed in white robes, with palm branches v##hus nature stands behind such
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deSoon, the leaves that provided such
fteenjoyment, will become a blanket for
ly the earth as they fall from their lofty

Ngsabodes and drift tranquilly to the

ground leaving the once well-dressed

This Thanksgiving as we sit around With{ur‘[rees barren and lifeless.

iftsThe trees prepare themselves for
isgvinter and take on a static condition
that by all indications looks like death.
We know from years of experience
that the trees merely appear lifeless as
they are preparing for another year of

bpeghwth. We can consider them

€S§leeping giants that will be awakened

one day when Christ returns and our fegst 0fgain with new dressings in the spring

in which they will again stretch
toward the sun that sustains them.
They will dig deeper into the ground
that nourishes them.

THE BROADCAS

They will soak up the water that gives
them life. In another wonder-filled
transformation, the trees that once
appearedSlost@re abounding with life.

It is not so different for the believer.
D& Eomés For us. O T

None are immune to it as we know how
each life comes to an end and we deal
with the bitterness of that loss.

When life has escaped a loved one, we
can only observe helplessly while
acknowledging the brevity of this
existence and how precious each minute
is. Even Jesus was affected by the
impact following the loss of His friend
Lazarus, when death overcame him, to
the point that He cried.

The gospel of John chapter 11 and verse
35 tells us of JesusOtears that flowed
from the hurt He felt.

However, we know there is much more
to the story. Earlier in the passage,
despite Lazarusbobvious death, Jesus
tells His disciples that Lazarus was
asleep and needed to be awakened.
Obviously, this caused confusion
amongst the disciples from their lack of
understanding. When Jesus arrived at
Bethany, there was quite a scene of
sorrow and mourning.

Lazarus was absolutely dead, and this
was attested to by all who had been
there. Much like the trees at this time of
year, Lazarus was lifeless.
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FromThe Péstorés Desk

Jesus makes one thing clear to those who
were nearby; He is the Resurrection and the
Life. The New Testament is clear about the
condition of those who die in Jesus. It is
described as sleep because death has no
hold on us.

Jesus called Lazarus out of that grave to
new life just as our trees in Spring.

In speaking to Martha, Jesus said,

il am the resurrecti
Whoever believes in
shall he | i ve, and
believes in me shal
|l i evedJohms®da. 25

This is a question we each must answer.
In fact, it is a life and death question.

For those in Christ, death is no more
impactful than sleep, because we will live
on. Just as the trees return, we too, continue
on into eternal life. Reaching towards the
Son, digging deep into the Rock of our
salvation and soaking up the water of life
that flows from His hand.

All this, if we can respond as Martha did
when Jesus asked her the most vital
question about her belief. In an amazing

declaration of her faith, iSh e s ai d
ores, Lor d; I believ
Chri st , t he Son of
the worl d.

May we all testify in the same manner.

Grace and Peace to you all,

Bro.Jim Tennery
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