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Week Four: January 18-24 

Day 1:  
Day 2:  
Day 3:  
Day 4:  
Day 5:  

Genesis 41-42; Mark 16 

Genesis 43-44; Psalm 24; Gal 1 

Genesis 45-46; Psalm 108; Gal 2 

Genesis 47-48; Psalm 25; Gal 3 

Genesis 49-50; Galatians 4  

Week Three: January 11-17 
Day 1:  
Day 2:  
Day 3:  
Day 4:  
Day 5:  

Genesis 28-29; Mark 11 

Genesis 30-31; Psalm 11; Mark 12 

Genesis 32-34; Psalm 145; Mark 13 

Genesis 35-37; Psalm 12; Mark 14  

Genesis 38-40; Mark 15 
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Week Two: January 4-10 

Day 1:  
Day 2:  
Day 3:  
Day 4:  
Day 5:  

Genesis 16-18; Mark 6 

Genesis 19-20; Psalm 1; Mark 7 

Genesis 21-23; Psalm 107; Mark 8  

Genesis 24-25; Psalm 4; Mark 9 

Genesis 26-28; Mark 10 

Week One: December 28-January 3 
Day 1:  
Day 2:  
Day 3:  
Day 4:  
Day 5:  

Genesis 1-2; Psalm 19; Mark 1 

Genesis 3-5; Mark 2 

Genesis 6-8; Psalm 104; Mark 3 

Genesis 9-11; Mark 4 

Genesis 12-15; Psalm 148; Mark 5 

ñTherefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 
a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come.ò        
(2 Corinthians 5:17)                              
In other words, He takes it a step fur-
ther explaining how this happens: 
We were buried therefore with him by    
baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk 
in newness of life. For if we have been 
united with him in a death like his, we 
shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our 
old self was crucified with him in order 
that the body of sin might be brought to 
nothing, so that we would no longer be 
enslaved to sin. (Romans 6:4-6)          
We can and should look to the new 
year with an expectancy for what is 
possible and an enthusiasm about the 
future all while bearing in mind that 
there truly is nothing new under the sun 
in this world. Conversely, we can       
rejoice that we are truly new creations 
in Christ if we surrender to Him in faith 
an repentance knowing that the old us 
is gone and the new us is created from 
the atoning work of Christ on the cross.                            
That truth will always be better than 
any new year. 
Blessings throughout the new year, 

presence made it a holy place and 
holy time.                                
Christ, Our Worship Leader          
Ultimately, the call to worship 
points us to Christ. Hebrews 
2:12 pictures Jesus as the One 
who stands in the midst of His  
people, singing praise to the       
Father. He is the true worship  
leader, the Mediator who brings us 
into Godôs presence.                                  
When the call to worship is read, 
we are reminded that it is through 
Christôs blood and righteousness 
that we can draw near with        
confidence before the throne of 
grace (Heb. 4:16; 10:19ï22).        
The call to worship is not only a 
command, but an invitation to 
grace. In Christ, God is not a      
distant Judge but a loving Father 
who delights in the worship of His 
people. The call to worship reminds 
us that worship is not our invention.         
Rather, it is Godôs gracious           
initiative. It frames the service as 
covenant renewal, where God 
speaks and His people respond. 
Far from being a mere formality, 
the call to worship is an essential 
act of grace. It is the moment when 
the Lord of heaven and earth says 
to His redeemed people: ñCome, 
draw near, and worship Me.ò And 
by His Spirit and through His Son, 
we answer with obedience and joy. 

God, through His Word, summons,            
declaring with authority: ñCome       
before Me, My people, and offer     
acceptable worship with reverence, 
awe, and joy.ò                                
Theological Significance                               
From a Reformed perspective,       
several key truths are embedded in 
the call to worship:                                          
1.God is sovereign. Worship begins 
with His initiative, not ours. We gather 
because He calls.                                 
2. Worship is corporate. The call is   
addressed to the gathered assembly 
of the people of God, not merely to       
isolated individuals. Worship is      
covenantal and communal.               
3. Worship is a holy encounter. In 
the call, we are reminded that we 
stand before a holy God. We do not 
enter His presence casually, but    
reverently through Christ.                                         
4. Worship is response. The call 
shapes the rest of the service. The 
prayers, songs, confessions, and 
preaching are all responses to Godôs 
invitation and prescription.                       
Practical Outworking in            
Worship Services                                          
In most Reformed congregations, the 
call to worship comes immediately 
after an opening greeting or prelude.        
The minister reads a passage of     
Scripture, such as Psalm 95, Psalm 
96, Psalm 100, or Isaiah 12, and then 
he calls  upon the Lord to inhabit the 
praises of the people. Some     
churches use responsive calls, where  

perception formed by years of new 
years. As Scripture tells us, ñWhat 
has been is what will be, and what has 
been done is what will be done, and 
there is nothing new under the 
sun.ò (Ecclesiastes 1:9)                   
This passage reminds us that life                                                                                       
continues on and the world we live in 
does as well and regardless of        
varying circumstances brought about 
by lifeôs events, nothing really    
changes that much. We should      
consider what this mindset holds    
regarding the salvation that God   
provides. Often, regeneration is       
described as a remodel or a             
rebuilding of our lives. God takes 
away the bad and replaces it with new 
and updated. He simply cuts away the 
rough edges until we are shiny and 
more presentable. 
This is the big change wrought by the     
precious blood of Jesus applied to our 
lives. It produces a better us so we 
can live better lives. 
However, this is not how the Bible 
tells us that salvation actually works. 
Our regenerate souls are more than a              
makeover that brings about an         
improved version of us. Scripture is 
clear, we are not an update after     
salvation but an entirely new us.     
The Apostle Paul explains,                                          

Happy New Year To You All! 
 

Christmas is behind us for another     
season and we now look forward 
to the coming of a new year. We 
wonder what will happen over the 
next twelve months and whether 
they will be filled with joy or     
sorrow. We consider what will  
become of things. Will this year be 
better than the last? It is with great 
anticipation that we ponder anew 
the opportunities that lie before us 
as we begin the trek into an       
unknown calendar year. 
In reality, I am old enough to      
realize there is not much difference 
between December 31 and          
January 1. Likely, the new year 
slipped in without me even          
noticing it. I will continue in my 
typical routine and life will persist 
as it has for the previous twelve 
months. Certainly, things will     
occur this year that I did not expect 
and my best laid plans will be 
amended on a regular basis due to 
unforeseen events.                        
Moreover, despite our best efforts, 
we can concede that this year is 
probably going to feel a lot like the 
last one. This is not meant to be a 
depressing outlook but perhaps a       

the minister reads a verse and the 
congregation responds.                            
Take Psalm 99:1ï2, 5, 8ï9 as an 
example:                                           
Leader: 
The Lord reigns; let the peoples  
tremble! He sits enthroned upon the 
cherubim; let the earth quake! The 
Lord is great in Zion; he is exalted 
over all the peoples                      
People: 
Exalt the Lord our God;  
worship at his footstool! Holy is he!                                                   
Leader:                                                       
O Lord our God, you answered 
them; you were a forgiving God to 
them, but an avenger of their 
wrongdoings.                                         
People: 
Exalt the Lord our God,  
and worship at his holy mountain;  
for the Lord our God is holy!       
This practice reinforces the                          
responsive and dialogical nature of 
worship. The people of God are not 
passive spectators but rather active             
participants in the dialogue.                   
The call to worship also serves a 
pastoral function. In a distracted 
world, it gathers scattered thoughts 
and hearts. It reminds believers that 
they are stepping into a sacred 
space and sacred time. It is similar 
to when God commanded Moses to 
remove his sandals at the burning 
bush because the place on which 
he was standing was ñholy 
groundò (Ex. 3:5). It wasnôt the dirt 
itself that was holy, but rather Godôs                                            

Bro.Jim Tennery

                                   

Week Five: January 25-31 
Day 1:  
Day 2:  
Day 3:  
Day 4:  
Day 5:  

Ex 1-3; Gal 5 

Ex 4-6; Gal 6 

Ex 7-9; Ps 105; Ephesians 1 

Ex 10-12; Eph 2 

Ex 13-15; Ps 114; Eph 3 

This article was written by Brian Cosby and 
originally published on Ligonier.org on      
November 17th, 2025 

 From The Pastorôs Desk 
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 Music Notes 
In the liturgy of Christian worship, few elements 
are as profound yet often overlooked as the call to    
worship. For many, it may seem like a simple    
opening line or a liturgical formalityða way to 
begin the service and quiet the congregation.      
But from a Reformed and biblical perspective, the 
call to worship carries deep theological                            
significance. It is not merely the pastor saying, 
ñLetôs get started,ò but rather God Himself                   
summoning His people into His presence for       
worship in spirit and in truth.   

The Biblical Foundation                                                        
The call to worship is grounded in Scripture. 
Throughout Scripture, God calls His people to   
gather before Him in worship. A few examples:                                                    
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us 
kneel before the Lord, our Maker! (Ps. 95:6)                   
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;          
worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness.          
(Ps. 29:2)                                                                         
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
and his courts with praise! (Ps. 110:4)                                                           
These passages do more than encourage         
personal devotion. They demonstrate that worship 
is a divine summons. It is not a human invention 
or a self-directed activity. Instead, worship is a 
covenantal dialogueðGod initiates and speaks, 
and His people respond.                                                         
The call to worship is therefore not the pastorôs 
idea, nor is it an optional ñwarm-up.ò It is the 
recognition that the triune God has called His  
people together to meet with Him by His Word 
and Spirit.                                                                             
The call to worship sets the tone for the entire  
serviceðit is God-centered, not man-centered. 
We are not attending a performance or religious 
event of our own design. We are responding to 
the living God who draws near in truth and grace.  

God Speaks First                                                            
One of the hallmarks of Reformed worship is the 
conviction that God always initiates and speaks 
first.                                                                                   
Just as God spoke creation into being, spoke His 
covenant promises to Abraham, and spoke His 
law at Sinai, so too He speaks to His church     
today. Our worship is always a response to divine                   
Initiative. The call to worship reflects this principle. 
Before we sing Godôs praises, pray, confess our 
sins, hear Godôs Word, or commune at the Lordôs 
Supper, God summons us. This protects worship 
from becoming self-focused or entertainment. It 
reminds us that the church gathers to listen and 
respond to Godôs voice. This is why the call to 
worship is appropriately read directly from      
Scripture rather than something composed by the 
pastor.  

     

lōōĿĮňĤ ăëĄĿɡ ^ ĎƖŦũĎŬŬ ë ĪĎëũŲģĎŁŲ ŲĪëňĿŬ Ųō 
ŲĪōŬĎ ōģ ōŵũ ĄĪōĮũ ŇĎŇăĎũŬ ƑĪō ŇëĊĎ ŲĪĎ    
:ĪũĮŬŲŇëŬ ŦũōĤũëŇ ŦōŬŬĮăŁĎɠ »ĪëňĿ Ɨōŵ ģōũ ŲĪĎ 
ĄōŇŇĮŲŇĎňŲ ōģ Ɨōŵũ ŲĮŇĎ ëňĊ ĎňĎũĤƗ Ųō ŇĮňĮŬŲĎũ 
Ųō ŲĪĎ ĄōňĤũĎĤëŲĮōň Įň ŲĪëŲ ƑëƗɠ 
lōōĿĮňĤ ģōũƑëũĊɡ ëŬ ƑĎ ăĎĤĮň ŲĪĮŬ rĎƑ ØĎëũɡ ^          
ĎňĄōŵũëĤĎ ëŁŁ Ɨōŵ ƑĪō ŬĮňĤ Ųō ĪĎŁŦ ŵŬ Įň ŲĪĎ ĄĪōĮũɠ 
ÒĎ ƑĮŁŁ ũĎŬŵŇĎ ũĎĪĎëũŬëŁŬ ŲĪĎ ƧũŬŲ µŵňĊëƗ ōģ        
VĎăũŵëũƗ ģōŁŁōƑĮňĤ ŲĪĎ ĎƐĎňĮňĤ ƑōũŬĪĮŦ ŬĎũƐĮĄĎɠ 
DëŬŲĎũ ģëŁŁŬ ōň !ŦũĮŁ Ȭɠ ^ʀŁŁ ăĎ ĤōňĎ ōňĎ µŵňĊëƗ Įň 
qëũĄĪɡ Ŭō ƑĎʀŁŁ ĪëƐĎ ĎĮĤĪŲ ũĎĪĎëũŬëŁŬ Ųō ŦũĎŦëũĎ    
ŇŵŬĮĄ ģōũ DëŬŲĎũɠ ^Ų ĮŬ ĮŇŦōũŲëňŲ ŲĪëŲ ƑĎ ĪëƐĎ 
ĎňōŵĤĪ Įň ũĎĪĎëũŬëŁŬ Ųō ăĎ ëăŁĎ Ųō Ċō ëň DëŬŲĎũ      
ŇŵŬĮĄëŁ ŦũĎŬĎňŲëŲĮōňɠ 
»ĪĎũĎ ĪëŬ ăĎĎň ĮňŲĎũĎŬŲ ĎƖŦũĎŬŬĎĊ Įň ũĎëĄŲĮƐëŲĮňĤ 
ōŵũ ĪëňĊăĎŁŁŬɠ ÒĎ ňĎĎĊ ëŲ ŁĎëŬŲ ŲĎň ŦĎōŦŁĎ ƑĮŁŁĮňĤ 
Ųō ŦŁëƗɠ Øōŵ Ċō ňōŲ ĪëƐĎ Ųō ăĎ ëăŁĎ Ųō ũĎëĊ ŇŵŬĮĄɡ 
ļŵŬŲ ĪëƐĎ ë ŬŲũōňĤ ƑũĮŬŲɠ ²ĎĪĎëũŬëŁŬ ƑĮŁŁɡ ĤĎňĎũëŁŁƗɡ           
ăĎ ōňĄĎ ĎëĄĪ ƑĎĎĿ ōň ƑĪëŲĎƐĎũ ňĮĤĪŲ ŲĪĎ ŦŁëƗĎũŬ 
ĊĎĄĮĊĎ ĮŬ ăĎŬŲɠ ¯ŁĎëŬĎ ĄōňŲëĄŲ qōũĮëĪ lĎë ōũ ŇĎ Įģ 
Ɨōŵ ƑĮŁŁ ăĎ ƑĮŁŁĮňĤ Ųō ĪĎŁŦɠ 
[ëƐĮňĤ ļŵŬŲ ĄĎŁĎăũëŲĎĊ :ĪũĮŬŲŇëŬɡ ōŵũ ĄĎŁĎăũëŲĮōň 
ōģ iĎŬŵŬʀ ăĮũŲĪ ĮŬ ŇĎëňĮňĤŁĎŬŬ Įģ ƑĎ ŇĎũĎŁƗ ŁōōĿ ëŲ 
ŲĪĎ ăëăƗ Įň ŲĪĎ ŇëňĤĎũɠ                                                                      
[Ď ĮŬňʀŲ µëƐĮōũ ļŵŬŲ ăĎĄëŵŬĎ [Ď ƑëŬ ăōũňɠ [Ď Ąëň 
ăĎ ōŵũ µëƐĮōũ ăĎĄëŵŬĎ [Ď ĊĮĎĊ ģōũ ōŵũ ŬĮňŬ ëňĊ 
ƑëŬ ũëĮŬĎĊ Ųō ňĎƑ ŁĮģĎɠ                                                                
iĎŬŵŬ ŁĮƐĎŬ ŲōĊëƗ ëňĊ ōģģĎũŬ ŬëŁƐëŲĮōň Ųō ëŁŁ ƑĪō 
ƑĮŁŁ ëĄĄĎŦŲ [ĮŬ ģũĎĎ ĤĮģŲ ōģ ĎŲĎũňëŁ ŁĮģĎ ŲĪũōŵĤĪ 
ģëĮŲĪ ëňĊ  ũĎŦĎňŲëňĄĎɠ ^ģ Ɨōŵ ĪëƐĎ ňĎƐĎũ ĊōňĎ Ŭōɡ 
ŬŲëũŲ ŲĪĎ   rĎƑ ØĎëũ ăƗ ĄōŇŇĮŲŲĮňĤ Ɨōŵũ ŁĮģĎ Ųō 
:ĪũĮŬŲɡ Ųō ŁĮƐĎ ŲĪũōŵĤĪ ŲĪĎ ŦōƑĎũ ōģ :ĪũĮŬŲɠ 
¯ĎũĪëŦŬ Ɨōŵ ĪëƐĎ ăĎĎň ë ģōŁŁōƑĎũ ōģ iĎŬŵŬ ģōũ 
ŇëňƗ ƗĎëũŬɠ rōƑ ĮŬ ë ĤōōĊ ŲĮŇĎ Ųō ũĎňĎƑ Ɨōŵũ                     
ĄōŇŇĮŲŇĎňŲ Ųō ŲĪĎ lōũĊ iĎŬŵŬɡ ŬĎĎĿĮňĤ [ĮŬ           
ĤŵĮĊëňĄĎ ģōũ ŲĪĎ rĎƑ ØĎëũɠ                                                            
¯ŬëŁŇ ȯȭɢȨȨ-Ȩȩ ĮŬ ë ĤōōĊ ŦũëƗĎũ Ųō ŦũëƗ ëŲ ŲĪĮŬ 
ŲĮŇĎɢ 
»ĎëĄĪ ŇĎ Ɨōŵũ ƑëƗɡ w lōũĊɡ ŲĪëŲ ^ ŇëƗ ƑëŁĿ Įň Ɨōŵũ 
ŲũŵŲĪɣ ŵňĮŲĎ ŇƗ ĪĎëũŲ Ųō ģĎëũ Ɨōŵũ ňëŇĎɠ ^ ĤĮƐĎ 
ŲĪëňĿŬ Ųō Ɨōŵɡ w lōũĊ ŇƗ WōĊɡ ƑĮŲĪ ŇƗ ƑĪōŁĎ ĪĎëũŲɡ 
ëňĊ ^ ƑĮŁŁ   ĤŁōũĮģƗ Ɨōŵũ ňëŇĎ ģōũĎƐĎũɠ 
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What Is the Call To Worship? 


