
Research Plan 

Research Goal: Identify father of Howard Reynolds of Hancock County, Georgia 
 
Overview:  
Known data suggest that Howard Reynolds lived in Sparta, Hancock County, Georgia for the 
majority of his youth. He married Jennie Lucky on 29 Dec 1880 in Hancock County,Georgia,  however 
due to the age of the records no full application to that marriage could be found nor were there any 
witnesses notated on that record.   
 
Suggested Records: 

1. Census Records 
2. Freedmen's Bureau Records 
3. Georgia Death Records 

 
Methodology: 

● Conduct preliminary research in surviving records, starting with the 1870 U.S. Census  in 
Hancock County, Georgia 

● Individuals to be included: Howard Reynolds 
● As each source is used, watch for a mention of Howard Reynolds or Howie Reynolds 
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DATE:  September 18, 2019 
 
TO:  B. S. 
 
SUBJECT:  Howard Reynolds of Sparta, Hancock County, Georgia 
 
BACKGROUND SUMMARY:    
 
Howard Reynolds was born about 1858 in Hancock County, Georgia. At the age of 20, he married 
Jennie Lucky in Hancock County, Georgia on 29 Dec 1880.  Over the course of 25 years, their union 1

produces 10 children  23

 
  
OBJECTIVE:         Identify the father of Howard Reynolds of Hancock County, Georgia 
 
LIMITATIONS:    Client authorized ten hours of research and report writing. 
 
REPOSITORIES:   

1. Ancestry.com  
2. FamilySearch.org  
3. Hancock County, Georgia Probate Courthouse   

1Hancock County, Georgia, Marriage Records, 1880-1881,29 Dec 1880, page 133, Georgia, Marriage 
Records From Select Counties, 1828-1978, digital image; Ancestry.com (ancestry.com : Accessed 11 Sep 
2019) 
2 1880 U. S. Census, Hancock  County, Georgia, population schedule, enumeration district (ED) 48, 
page 16D (written), dwelling number 158,, family number 158, Howard Reynolds Household; digital 
image, Ancestry.com (ancestry.com : accessed 11 September 2019).  
3 1900 U. S. Census, Hancock County, Georgia, population schedule, enumeration district (ED) 20 , page 
18A (written),  dwelling number 249, family number 249, Howard Reynolds Household; digital image, 
Ancestry.com (ancestry.com : accessed 11 September 2019). 
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SUMMARY OF RESEARCH FINDINGS:  
  
Howard reynolds is the son of Isaiah Reynolds and Narcissa . We can infer this due to the credible 
information provided on the 1870 & 1880 census’ where he is enumerated in Hancock County. 
Additional Information can be found confirming Isaiah Reynolds is the father of his other siblings 
based off their death certificates in Ohio and Georgia. See the Detailed Research Notes section for 
details on sources, citations, and analysis. See the Attachments for copies of key documents.  
  
The following record supports the identification of Isaiah Reynolds as the father of Howard Reynolds:  
  

● 1870 U.S. Census 
● 1880 U.S. Census 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Detailed Research Notes begin on the next page.  
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DETAILED RESEARCH NOTES: 
 
1870 U.S. Census, Hancock County, Georgia - Isaac Reynolds Household (See Image #1) 
Citation: 1870 U.S. Census, Hancock County, Georgia, population schedule, enumeration district (ED) 
117, page 203-204, dwelling 1702, family 1705, Isaac Reynolds Household; digital image, Ancestry.com 
(ancestry.com : accessed 16 September 2019) 
 

 
Analysis:  
Based off of other records we have with Howard and Jennie, we can estimate his birth date around 
1865.  The following record indicates his birth around 1858. Census records are notorious for having 4

distorted birthdays because the older an individual got in age the less they could actually remember 
when they were born. This is a strong lead because the names of children repeat in Howard’s own 

4 1900 U. S. Census, Hancock County, Georgia, population schedule, enumeration district (ED) 20 , 
page 18A (written),  dwelling number 249, family number 249, Howard Reynolds Household; digital 
image, Ancestry.com (ancestry.com : accessed 11 September 2019). 
 

 

Name  Age  Sex  Occupation  Birthplace 

         

Reynolds, Isaac  45  M  Farm Laborer  Maryland 

Narcissa  40  F  Keeping Home  Georgia 

Lucy  18  F  Farm Laborer  “ 

Holland  16  M  Farm Laborer  “ 

Ichabod  14  M  Farm Laborer  “ 

Howard  12  M  Farm Laborer  “ 

John  10  M  Farm Laborer  “ 

William  6  M  At Home  “ 

Sarah  4  F  “  “ 

Jesse  1  M  “  “ 

Jonas  1  M  “  “ 
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immediate family with Jennie Lucky. This is a tradition in many families to pass down the names of 
children from generation to generation. The location of tHoward at this time is also paramount 
because it shows consistency in his residence near Sparta, Hancock County, Georgia.  
 
1880 U. S. Census, Hancock County, Georgia - Isaiah Reynolds Household (See Image #2) 
Citation: 1880 U.S. Census, Hancock County, Georgia, population schedule, enumeration district (ED) 
48, page (written) 16D, dwelling 155, family 155, Isaiah Reynolds Household; digital image, 
Ancestry.com (ancestry.com : 16 September 2019)  
 

 
 

Name  Sex  Age  Occupation  Relationship 
To  

Head  
of  

Household 

Birthplace 

           

Reynolds, Isaiah  M  50  Farmer  Self  South 
Carolina 

Kizzie  F  40  Farm Laborer  Wife  Georgia 

Howard  M  19  “  Son  “ 

Isaiah  M  21  “  “  “ 

William  M  15  “  “  “ 

Jesse  M  12  “  “  “ 

Sarah  F  11  “  Daughter  “ 

James  M  10  At Home  Son  “ 

Milly  F  7  “  Daughter  “ 

Frank  M  6  “  Son  “ 

Fannie  F  4  “  Daughter  “ 

Jonas  M  10  “  Grandson  “ 

Joseph   M  2  “  Son  “ 
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Analysis: The afore transcribed census magnifies the inconsistencies off birth dates, places, and even 
names. Fortunately we see Howard in the household, but not the age he should have been after 10 
years. We can infer this is the correct family due to the same members of the family in the correct 
location at the time. Notice, Isaac’s name has changed to Isaiah, and Narcissa to Kizzie. This is an 
indication that emancipation led them to change their names or perhaps their names were not taken 
correctly on the 1870 census.  
 
1880 United States Census, Hancock County, Georgia - Howard Reynolds Household (See Image #2)  
Citation: 1880 U.S. Census, Hancock County, Georgia, population schedule, enumeration district (ED) 
48, page (written) 16D, dwelling 158, family 158, Howard Reynolds Household; digital image, 
Ancestry.com (ancestry.com : 16 September 2019)  
 

 
Analysis: Very rarely I find that a person could be enumerated on the census twice and on the same 
page, if you view image #2 , you’ll see that Howard and his brother is listed in both his father’s 
household as well as his own. We also have strong confirmation that his is the correct Howard because 
living next door is Jennie Lucky in the accompaniment of her uncle and aunt. Remember, Howard and 

 

Dwelling 
# 

Family #  Name  Sex  Age  Occupation  Relationship 
To  

Head  
of  

Household 

Birthplace 

               

158  158  Reynolds, Howard  M  18  Farmer 
Laborer 

Self  Georgia 

    Isaac  M  19  “  Brother  “ 

159  159  Daniel, Richard  M  40  “  Self  “ 

    Jane  F  35  “  Wife  “ 

    Lucky, Jennie  F  25  “  Niece  “ 
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Jennie were not married until 29 Dec 1880.  This census was recorded on 9 June 1880, therefore it 5

would make sense for them to be living in two separate households.  
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
All research performed was exhaustive. To solidly confirm Isaiah/Isaac Reynolds is the biological father 
of Howard Reynolds, a DNA test would be required. See “recommended further research”  for next 
targets if contracted for further research. 
 
RECOMMENDED FURTHER RESEARCH:  

1. Check land records in Hancock County, Georgia for original owners and ties to emancipation 
2. Look at property records for Isaiah/Isaac Reynolds in Hancock County, Georgia 
3. See Freedmen's Bureau Report of Person’s Hired 

   

5 Hancock County, Georgia, Marriage Records, 1880-1881,29 Dec 1880, page 133, Georgia, Marriage 
Records From Select Counties, 1828-1978, digital image; Ancestry.com (ancestry.com : Accessed 11 Sep 
2019) 
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Image 1: 1870 Census, Hancock County, Georgia - Isaac Reynolds Household  6

Side 1 
 

 

Side 2 

   

6 1880 U.S. Census, Hancock County, Georgia, population schedule, enumeration district (ED) 48, page 
(written) 16D, dwelling 158, family 158, Howard Reynolds Household; digital image, Ancestry.com 
(ancestry.com : 16 September 2019)  
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1880 U. S. Census Hancock County, Georgia, Reynolds’ Households  7

   

7 1880 U.S. Census, Hancock County, Georgia, population schedule, enumeration district (ED) 48, page  
(written) 16D, dwelling 158, family 158, Howard Reynolds Household; digital image, Ancestry.com 
(ancestry.com : 16 September 2019)  
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SNEAK PEAK: This section is used for documents I found that may be of some interest to you. I would 
use this as a starting point for continued research and analysis.  
 
This document is a letter of contractual obligation from William A. Reynolds of Greene County, 
Georgia to Isaac Reynolds agreeing to pay him sixty dollars and furnish him with one acre of land. This 
is not unlikely because Greene County, Georgia borders Hancock County. Georgia 
 
Recorded: 25 Dec 1868   

 



Research Plan 

 
 


