
Research Plan

Research Goal: Verify the lineage of the Massey �amily of Gordon, Wilkinson County, Georgia

Overview:
Known da�a su�est that furthest paternal ancestor, Peter Massey of Wilkinson County, Georgia was
married to Julia Harris in whose union at least five children.

Su�ested Records:
1. Georgia Deaths

a. Based on the accuracy of the informant’s knowledge of the deceden�, this will give
insight to who his parents are which would satisfy the clients objective.

2. Marriage Application for Peter Massey and Julia Butler
a. Peter Massey’s marriage application may be nonexistent depending on when Wilkinson

county issued records that required that fulfilment of paren�al guardianship(s).

Methodolo�:
● Conduct preliminary research in surviving records, s�arting with Wilkinson County, Georgia
● Individuals to be included: Peter Massey, Julia Harris Massey, Toney Massey, Jennie Butler
● As each source is used, watch for a mention of Peter Massey
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DATE: January 27, 2020

TO: C. D.

SUBJECT: Peter Massey of Gordon, Wilkinson County, Georgia.

BACKGROUND SUMMARY:

Peter Massey’ married Julie around 1866.

OBJECTIVE: Verify the paternal ancestor of Toney Massey of Gordon, Wilkinson County,
Georgia and review MyHeri�age Tree.

LIMITATIONS: Client authorized one hour of research and report writing.

REPOSITORIES:
1. Ancestry.com
2. FamilySearch.org
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SUMMARY OF RESEARCH FINDINGS:

Toney Massey is the son of Peter Massey and Julie Harris of Wilkinson County, Georgia. We can infer
this due to the credible information provided on his death certificate in Wilkinson County, Georgia. See
the De�ailed Research Notes section for de�ails on sources, ci�ations, and analysis. See the At�achments
for copies of key documents. Due to the time constraints, I was unable to locate an 1870 census for the
Massey Family with Peter in the household.

�e following record supports the identification of Peter Massey as the �ather of Toney Massey

● �e Georgia Death Certificate for Toney Massey informed by Jessie Massey (nephew) on 20
September 1934 in Ramah, Wilkinson County, Georgia lists Peter Massey asToney Massey’s
�ather.

De�ailed Research Notes begin on the next page.
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DETAILED RESEARCH NOTES:

Georgia Death Record1

Analysis: According to the informan�, Jessie Massey (son of Burnell and Frances Massey) his uncle,
Tony Massey, was born in Wilkinson County, Georgia. He lists his paternal grand�ather’s name as
Peter Massey. �e name of his paternal grandmother is Julia Massey. Tony Massey is buried in Rose
Hill Cemetery in Ramah, Wilkinson County, Georgia.
Cause of Death: Myocarditis

1 Georgia Department of Health, Certificate of Death No. 28353, Tony Massey, 20 Sep 1934, Wilkinson
County; viewed at “Georgia death certificates, 1928-1942,” digi�al images; Familysearch.org
(�amilysearch.org : Accessed 24 Jan 2020)
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CONTRIBUTORY EVIDENCE:
Julia Massey Death Certificate2

Analysis: According to the informan�, Toney Massey, son of Peter and Julia Massey, further verifies
that his mother was the wife of “Pete” Massey  and was born in Virginia. �is conflicts with all other
information acquired. �e �ather and mother of said Julia are unknown at the time of recording. Julia
Massey is buried in Pleasant Hill Cemetery in Gordon, Wilkinson County, Georgia.
Cause of Death: Old Age

2 Georgia Department of Health, Certi�cate of Death No. 31316, Julia Massey, 12 Sep 1925, WIlkinson
County; viewed at “Georgia death certi�cates, 1914-1940,” digital images, Ancestry (ancestry.com :
Accessed 24 Jan 2020)
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ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION:
Julia Massey Last Will & Tes�ament3

3 Georgia, Wills and Probate Records, 1742-1992, Book 1: 03, Last Will and Testament of Julia Harris
Massey, 1925;digital image, Ancestry.com (ancestry.com : accessed 24 Jan 2020)
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Toney Massey & Virginia Butler Marriage Record4

4 Georgia State Marriages, 1822-1941, Marriage Records, Wilkinson, page 387, Marriage License of
Toney Massey & Virginia Butler (1899); digital image, FamilySearch.org (familysearch.org : accessed 24
January 2020)
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RECOMMENDED FURTHER RESEARCH:
1. Check land and property records in Wilkinson County, Georgia for the earliest residence of

Peter Massey.
2. Look at property records for Toney Massey in Wilkinson County, Georgia
3. Search GoogleBooks for more information about Peter Massey and plan�ation(s) in Wilkinson

County, Georgia
4. Search Wilkinson County marriages for Peter Massey and Julie Harris in Wilkinson County,

Georgia and its surrounding counties.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:
Given the time constrain�, all research performed was preliminary. To solidly confirm Peter Massey is
the biological �ather of Toney Massey, a DNA test would be required. See “recommended further
research”  for next �argets if contracted for further research.


