
Research Plan

Research Goal: Identify members of maternal family patriarch: William Thomas of Bossier Parish,
Louisiana
Preliminary Overview:
William Thomas was born around 1865 in Bossier Parish, Louisiana. He married Alice Smith on 4 May
1889 in Bossier Parish, Louisiana.1 To this union, William and Alice Thomas produced approximately
nine children. Louisiana State Death Records indicate William Thomas later died on 8 November 1945
in Rural Bossier Parish, Louisiana.

Suggested Records:
Methodology:

● Conduct preliminary research in surviving records, starting with Bossier and Caddo Parishes,
Louisiana

● Individuals to be included: William Thomas, Alice Smith Thomas

1Louisiana State Marriage Index, Bossier Parish, Louisiana, Marriage Records Index, Burton - Thomas Marriage License;
digital index, Familysearch.org (Familysearch.org : accessed 17 Jan 2020)
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DATE: January 27, 2021

TO: S. W.

SUBJECT: Maternal Family Lineage

BACKGROUND SUMMARY:
Known data suggests that William Thomas was born approximately 1865 near Bossier Parish,
Louisiana.2 He married Alice Smith on 4 May 1889 in Bossier Parish, Louisiana. 3 To this union,
William and Alice Thomas produced approximately nine children. Louisiana State Death Records
indicate William Thomas died on 8 November 1945. The client desired that research on several
individuals within her maternal branch be identified for further clarity.

OBJECTIVE: Identification of William Thomas prior to the 1900 US Census, identification of
William Thomas’ parents,  and locating vital record information for William and Alice Thomas of
Bossier Parish, Louisiana

LIMITATIONS: Client authorized two hours of research and report writing.

REPOSITORIES:
1. Ancestry.com
2. Familysearch.org
3. Bossier Parish Clerk of Court
4. Louisiana State Archives

3Bossier Parish, Louisiana, Marriage Records, Thomas - Smith Marriage License Index; digital index, Ancestry. com
(Familysearch.org : accessed 17 Jan 2021)

2 1920 U.S. Census, Bossier Parish, Louisiana, population schedule, enumeration district (ED) 16, sheet 1A, William
Thomas Household; Ancetry.com (ancestry.com : accessed 17 January 2021)
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SUMMARY OF RESEARCH FINDINGS:

Vital records suggest that William Thomas is the son of Willis Thomas of Caddo Parish, Louisiana and
Rosa Anne Davis of Bossier County, Louisiana. See the Detailed Research Notes section for details on
sources, citations, and analysis. See the Attachments for copies of key documents.

The following records allow us to develop continuity in the process of locating the lineage of the Thomas
family.

● 1920 United States Census
● 1900 United States Census
● 1880 United States Census
● Marriage License for William Thomas and Alice Smith
● Louisiana State Death Certificate for William Thomas, Elias Mercer, Emily Thomas, and Rosa

Anne Nichols

Detailed Research Notes begin on the next page.
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DETAILED RESEARCH NOTES:
1920 United States Census4

Name Relationship to
Head of Household

Sex Age Marital
Status

Thomas, Willie Head M 50 M

Alice Wife F 40 M

Joe Son M 26 S

Billy Son M 24 M

Olaney Daughter F 22 M

Ozan Daughter M 20 M

Albert Son F 18 S

Martin Son M 12 S

L. E. Daughter F 2 S

Lurline Daughter F 8/12 S

Analysis:
Here we find William and Alice listed living in the same household together. This census provides the
most accurate birth estimates for William and Alice. Listed are their nine children.

1900 United States Census5

Dwellin
g

No.

Famil
y No.

Name Relationship to
Head of

Household

Sex Age Marital
Status

Number
of Years
Married

200 202 Thomas, William Head M 27 M 9

51900 U.S. Census, Bossier Parish, Louisiana, population schedule, enumeration district (ED) 11, sheet number 9-a
(Stamped), dwelling 200, family 202, Thomas Household; digital image, Ancestry.com (ancestry.com : accessed 17 January
2021)

4 1920 U.S. Census, Bossier Parish, Louisiana, population schedule, enumeration district (ED) 16, sheet 1A, William
Thomas Household; digital image, Ancetry.com (ancestry.com : accessed 17 January 2021)
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Allas Wife F 26 M 9

Josie Daughter F 8 S

Billie Son M 5 S

Jennie Daughter F 2 S

Analysis:
Listed on the 1900 US Census we find William and Alice within the first nine years of their marriage.
This census provides us with a range of years to search for a marriage license.

1880 United States Census6

Dwelling Family Name Relationship Sex Age Relationship
Status

Birth
place

Father’s
Birthplace

Mothers
Birthplace

48 49 Thomas,
Rosa A

Head F 28 Widowed LA LA KY

Mercer,
Elias

Son M 15 Single LA MO LA

Thomas,
William

Son M 12 Single LA GA LA

Thomas,
Emily

Daughter F 10 Single LA GA LA

Analysis: This census identifies William Thomas living in the Household of Rosa A. Thomas
(Widowed). It shows his elder brother, Elias Mercer. Referencing the surname and birthplace of his
father, it is clear that William and Elias had different fathers. While this census does not list the name
of William’s father, it does state Georgia being his father’s birthplace. Whereas, Elias’ father was born
in Missouri.

61880 U.S. Census, Caddo Parish, Louisiana, population schedule, enumeration district (ED) 18, sheet number 5
(penned), 291A (stamped),  dwelling 48, family 49, Thomas Household; Ancestry.com (ancestry.com : accessed 25 Jan 2021)
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Bossier Parish, Louisiana Marriage License for William Thomas and Alice Smith7

7 Bossier Parish, Louisiana, Marriage License and Returns, numerically arranged,  no. 88, Thomas - Smith, 4 May 1889;
Probate Court, Benton.



Research Report

Analysis: This marriage license for William Thomas and Alice Smith allowed us to locate them in
Bossier Parish in 1889.  Unfortunately, this document does not contain any specific information into the
parents of both parties, it does bear witnesses that they may be related to or closely affiliated with.
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Louisiana Death Certificate for William Thomas8

Analysis: This vital record was informed by Mary Davis (maternal relationship). William Thomas was
born July 4, 1867 in Louisiana to Willis and Roseanne Thomas. He resided in Bossier Parish at the time
of his death on November 8, 1945 where died from Chronic Nephritis. He is buried in Stonewall Baptist
Church Cemetery, Elm Grove, Bossier Parish, Louisiana.

8 Louisiana Department of Health, Certificate of Death No. 1527, William Thomas, 8 Nov 1945,
Bossier Parish; viewed at “Louisiana Deaths, 1850-1875, 1894-1960,” digital images; Familysearch.org
(familysearch.org : accessed 24 Jan 2021)
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Louisiana Death Certificate for Elias Mercer9

Analysis: This vital record was informed by Bubbler Mercer. Elias Mercer was born to W. D. Mercer and
Roseanne in approximately 1862 in Louisiana. He resided in Shreveport, Caddo, Louisiana at the time

9 Louisiana Department of Health, Certificate of Death No. 899, Elias Mercer, 12 Jan 1916,Caddo
Parish; viewed at “Louisiana Deaths, 1850-1875, 1894-1960,” digital images; Familysearch.org
(familysearch.org : accessed 24 Jan 2021)
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of his death on January 15, 1916 where he died from Bronchopneumonia. He is buried in Star Cemetery,
Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana.

Louisiana Death Certificate for Emily Thomas Samuels10

Analysis: This certificate was informed by Bertha King, daughter of Emily Samuels. Emily Samuels was
born on July 24, 1870 in Louisian to William Thomas and Rose A. Davis of Louisiana. She was
widowed from Mose Samuels. She resided in 1206 ½ R. Landrum St., Shreveport, Caddo, Louisiana at
the time of her death from uremia. She is buried at Star Cemetery, Shreveport, Caddo Parish,
Louisiana.

10 Louisiana Department of Health, Certificate of Death No. 4288, Emily Samuels,  13 Apr 1955,
Caddo Parish; viewed at “Louisiana Deaths, 1850-1875, 1894-1960,” digital image; Familysearch.org
(familysearch.org : accessed 25 Jan 2021)
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Louisiana Death Certificate for Rosa Anne Nichols11

Analysis: This certificate was informed by Emily Samuels, daughter of Rosa Ann12. Rosa Ann Nichols
was born approximately in 1852 in Crosskeys, Red River Parish, Louisiana. She last married John
Nichols in Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana. At the time of her death she was widowed. She died

12 1880 U.S. Census, Caddo Parish, Louisiana, population schedule, enumeration district (ED) 18, sheet number 5
(penned), 291A (stamped),  dwelling 48, family 49, Thomas Household; Ancestry.com (ancestry.com : accessed 25 Jan 2021)

11 Louisiana Department of Health, Certificate of Death No. 7787, Rosa Ann Nichols, 23 Jun 1937, Caddo Parish; viewed
at “Louisiana Deaths, 1850-1875, 1894-1960,” digital image; Familysearch.org (familysearch.org : accessed 25 Jan 2021)
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from a cerebral hemorrhage on July 6, 1937 in Shreveport, Louisiana. Roseanne was laid to rest locally
at Star Cemetery.

RECOMMENDED FURTHER RESEARCH:
1. Identify the maternal relationship between William Thomas and the informant of his death

certificate, Mary Davis.
2. Sift through Freedmen's Bureau Records to locate post-emancipation labor records
3. Locate 1870 US Census for William Thomas and Rosa Anne Davis Nichols
4. Identify plantation upon which the Thomas family worked
5. Locate property records for William Thomas, Rosa Anne Davis Nichols
6. Research probate records within Bossier, Caddo, and Red River Parish, Louisiana for Wills and

Successions of all direct maternal ancestors.
7. Use genetic evidence to identify relatives connected to maternal great-great grandfather,

William “Willis” Thomas of Georgia.


