


Village of New Berlin Board Meeting Minutes
6:00 pm on April 23, 2026
 
Audience Attendees: Maggie Duckworth, Tara Bergschneider, Beth Thornton, Denise Thornton, Jesse Fromme, Richard King, Lara King, Loren Torbeck, Mike Clayton, Katie King, Kevin Fuchs, Rita Fuchs, Christine Lionts, Sharon LaFauce, Billy Poole, Stephanie Lionts-Meats, Joe Craven, Greg Morrisa and others signed in non-readable, Mitch Neuman, Korrie Davis, Cameron Jones, Attorney Jason Brokaw, Clerk Debbie Lakamp, and Police Chief Terry Nydegger

Pledge of Allegiance 

Call to Order by Mayor Krall at 6:02 p.m.

Roll Call:
Trustee Spalding—Yes			Trustee Synder-Yes	 Mayor Mike Krall-Yes
Trustee Lokaitis—Absent		Trustee Morris—Yes
Trustee	 Knox—	Yes 			Trustee Casson—Yes

Audience: Joe Craven, attorney and Irish Road resident, spoke on his behalf from a personal perspective and for other residents of the area. He suggested that New Berlin approach the county to have ag land around New Berlin annexed into the village as a means of preventing solar farms from establishing in the area.  If the village does this the ag land remains ag land but if its zoning use changes it becomes residential land. There was discussion regarding how property taxes would work.  The Board members expressed interest in asking for a moratorium and seeing how to prevent the solar farms from coming into the area. 

TIF: Greg Morris, representing New Berlin-Island Grove Fire and EMS asked for $42,000 in TIF Funding to add a Lucas Device (automated CPR), Vital Signs Monitor and a Step Chair to the department’s resource list.

Motion: To approve TIF Funding not to exceed $42,000 for the New Berlin-Island Grove Fire and EMS for a Lucas Device, Vital Signs Monitor and Step Chair.

Moved by: Trustee Synder		Seconded by: Trustee Spalding		Motion carries. 
Trustee Spalding—Yes		Trustee Synder--Yes     
Trustee Lokaitis—Absent	Trustee Morris—Recused Herself
Trustee	 Knox—Yes		Trustee Casson—Yes 

Motion: To approve TIF Funding request from Sara Pointer and Mike Clayton’s request for $8,000 to fix a bulging brick wall that has to be done before tuck pointing the brick.

Moved by: Trustee Synder		Seconded by: Trustee Morris		Motion carries. 
Trustee Spalding—Yes		Trustee Synder--Yes     
Trustee Lokaitis—Absent	Trustee Morris—Yes
Trustee	 Knox—Yes		Trustee Casson—Yes 

Motion: To approve only Consent Agenda items: Minutes and Executive Minutes, not the bills. 

Moved by: Trustee Morris		Seconded by: Trustee Synder		Motion carries. 
Trustee Spalding—Yes		Trustee Synder--Yes     
Trustee Lokaitis—Absent	Trustee Morris—Yes
Trustee	 Knox—Yes		Trustee Casson—Yes
Police: Written Report. Chief Nydegger reported speed warnings had been issued and online training completed. The Sangamon County Sherriff’s Department conducted four directed patrols of the area in the last month.  Board members were made aware that New Berlin officers’ pay rate was falling behind the average rate and needed to be addressed. 

Joe Craven, now speaking as legal counsel for the Village of Berlin, indicated he would have a phone call with attorneys.  There were concerns and questions raised about police patrols between the communities.

Finance: No report except that next fiscal year’s budget is being developed. 

Committee Reports

Utilities—Written Report.  It was noted that the grant was not get submitted on time, so the next opportunity is a July submission. 

Motion: To approve EL Pruitt estimate to repair ground water infiltration in manholes and add fiberglass linings to not exceed $1,600

Moved by: Trustee Morris		Seconded by: Trustee Spalding		Motion carries. 
Trustee Spalding—Yes		Trustee Synder--Yes     
Trustee Lokaitis—Absent	Trustee Morris—Yes
Trustee	 Knox—Yes		Trustee Casson—Yes 

A resident inquired if fencing could be added around the lagoon.  Trustee Morris and the Water Superintendent will explore the requirements and costs.

Zoning: Attorney Brokaw handled a south plant change.
 	
Streets & Parks—Written Report.  Splash Pad will open on Memorial Day weekend. The book of names at the Veteran’s Memorial was rained on and while the staff is trying to dry it out, the book will likely need to be reprinted. High school students will be doing some clean up in the community on May 1.  Angels Doing Angel Things has gotten bids to clean and redo the Veterans’ Memorial.   The goal is to have the work done by Memorial Day.

Fire hydrant painting was discussed. The hydrants are color coded by pressure.  Trustee Synder will look into it. 
Curb cleaning was discussed.  The Village staff will run the street sweeper.  Sidewalk repair is out for bids.  IRC bid for rock and chip is coming.

Health & Safety: Abandoned vehicles have been taken care of.  Rediech house fire clean-up is in progress. They have been notified that a demolition permit is needed.  Mayor Krall is taking suggestions for an ESDA Coordinator.  Village Clean Up Day is at the end of May.

Personnel:   No Report

Old Business: Move Ordinance 25-20 to the May agenda.

New Business: None

Liquor:   
Motion: To approve Brandt Liquor License for their summer event.
Moved by: Trustee Morris		Seconded by: Trustee Spalding 	Motion carries. 
Trustee Spalding—Yes		Trustee Synder--Yes     
Trustee Lokaitis—Absent	Trustee Morris—Yes
Trustee	 Knox—Absent		Trustee Casson—Yes 

A reminder was given that Liquor License renewal is due.

Motion: To go into Executive Session for personnel 5ILCS 120/2C (1)
Moved by:  Trustee Morris		Seconded by: Trustee Spalding
Motion carries.

Trustee Spalding—Yes		Trustee Synder--Yes     		
Trustee Lokaitis— Absent	Trustee Morris—Yes
Trustee	 Knox—Yes		Trustee Casson—Yes 

Returned to regular session at 8:24 pm

Motion: To go pay the bills presented and execute paychecks.
Moved by:  Trustee Morris		Seconded by: Trustee Spalding
Motion carries.
Trustee Spalding—Yes		Trustee Synder--Yes     		
Trustee Lokaitis— Absent	Trustee Morris—Yes
Trustee	 Knox—Yes		Trustee Casson—Yes 

Motion: To adjourn.
Moved by: Trustee Morris		Seconded by: Trustee Spalding
Motion Carries.  Adjournment at 8:28 pm

Respectfully submitted, 


Deborah Lakamp
Village Clerk





