
Amun Ra Inc. is a 501C3 non-profit
organization. Our primary mission is to

distribute information and enlighten
Americans about the facts and truths

surrounding our nation’s newest federal
holiday, Juneteenth. We also want to inspire

heightened self-esteem among African
American youth. Reminding them that even

the greatest obstacles can be overcome. We
strive to instill national pride in all Americans.

We acknowledge our government’s
willingness to create a national holiday to

commemorate slavery’s final elimination and
emancipation. This mission and purpose is
achieved with a series of solicitations and
fund raising efforts. We are not allowed to
make a profit and exist exclusively from

generous donors, grants, and sponsorships.
Contributions from our fundraising are put

toward our intent to spread across the nation.
All of the services we offer to the general

public are free of charge and come in the
form of printed material, lectures, and

sponsorships of certain Juneteenth-related
events.

Even though Juneteenth is our 11th U.S. Federal
Holiday and celebrates the Emancipation of

enslaved African-American people, Juneteenth
was the fulfillment of the dreams of many, not

just African Americans but of people
throughout the world. The thought of

emancipation, which Juneteenth celebrates,
was the life goal of many whose names were
not included in this Juneteenth pamphlet, not

because of their lack of the pursuit of
emancipation or effort, but because there were
too many to list them all. However, a couple of

freedom fighters who also, along with Nat
Turner, gave their lives to emancipation were

John Brown of Harpers Ferry, Virginia, Denmark
Vessy of South Carolina, and over 313 other

slave revolts from as early as 1739. 
While many people celebrate Juneteenth in
many ways. The celebration of Juneteenth

should be approached with culture and
reverence. While the holiday is Federally

recognized, it should not go without
acknowledgment of the pain and suffering that

the institution of slavery in the United States
brought to millions of people of African decent.

Due to the color of their skin and cultural
differences they were treated as less than

human. Still as Americans we can take pride in
the fact that we brought an end to a practice
that still exists in other parts of the world even

today.
  Juneteenth and emancipation are

synonymous with freedom, and freedom is
what Juneteenth and the United States  

represent. Not just for our nation but as an
example to the entire world what freedom

means. Juneteenth, emancipation from
America's worst history, slavery. 

To all Americans, take pride in saying now and
forever more,

Happy Juneteenth! 4
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Juneteenth is not just an African American
Holiday, it’s an American holiday!
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 Above is a picture of General Order #3 posted
by General Gordan Granger in Galveston, Texas
alerting the enslaved people to their freedom.  
Although there were celebrations that day, the

first official Juneteenth celebrations were a
year later, also known as Freedom Day.

Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration of
the end of slavery in the United States. Initially,

celebrations were used as political rallies to
give voting instructions to newly freed African
Americans. Today, celebrations often include
community gatherings, barbeques, parades,

picnics, fireworks, and events highlighting
African American culture, history, and

achievements. It is a day to celebrate unity and
reflect on the legacy of slavery and ongoing

struggles for racial equality and justice.
Juneteenth is our Country's second

Independence Day, Juneteenth celebrates the 
emancipation from America's worst history,

slavery. 

  On June 17th, 2021, The U.S. President Joe
Biden signed new law, [S. 475] "The Juneteenth

National Independence Day Act", accepting
Juneteenth as the 11th Official U.S. Federal

Holiday. The 4th of July did not
recognizeIndependence for millions of African

American enslaved people. 
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WHAT IS JUNETEENTH?

It took another two months before the enslaved
African-Americans, as far as Galveston, Texas,
were Informed of their Emancipation on June

19th, 1865. This announcement was the
foundation and beginning of Juneteenth.

Ironically, even after being freed from slavery by
the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, that

proclamation was not ratified by Congress until
December 6th, 1865, with the 13th Amendment to

the Constitution abolishing slavery throughout
the United States. Still, June 19th, "Juneteenth," is
the most popular date to celebrate the holiday,

emancipating African-Americas from
enslavement.
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Slavery was not confined to the South
and was a national atrocity. The Commonwealth
of Virginia played the most prominent role of all

the states in both the beginning and
Emancipation of slavery. It was in Virginia in
1619, the first enslaved African people were

dropped off in Hampton, Va., only 50 miles from 
where Nat Turner, in 1832, would lead the most 

bloody insurrection for Emancipation in the
nation's history in Southampton, Va. It was also
in Hampton, Virginia, that on August 6th, 1861,

Major General Benjamin F. Butler, also a lawyer,
used clever thinking to implement what would
later be known as The "Contraband Decision." It

allowed thousands of enslaved people from
states controlled by the Confederacy to seek

refuge behind Union lines at Freedom's Fortress,
later named Old Point Comfort, and is known
today as Fort Monroe. Enslaved peoples who

made their way to Freedom's Fortress became
known as "contrabands." 

VIRGINIA CONNECTION   

The Confederacy finally surrendered the Civil
War in the Commonwealth of Virginia at

Appomattox Court House. While this was the
most significant surrender of the War, the

President officially announced its end on August
20th, 1866, sixteen months after Appomattox. This
War created the conditions for the Emancipation

of the captive African-American people.
Juneteenth celebrates that Freedom on the day

the last of the captive enslaved people were
alerted to this liberation in Galveston, Texas, on

June 19th, 1865. 

On January 1st, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln
issued the Emancipation Proclamation,

Announcing that "all persons held as slaves
within any State...shall be forever free." While
this proclamation was declared law in the

Union, the succeeding Confederate states did
not recognize the Union proclamation or their

President until April 1865, when the
Confederacy surrendered to the Union at

Appomattox, Virginia.

Signing ceremony of S.475 in the East
Room of the White House in

Washington, Picture from CNBC.com

Surrender of General Lee - at
Appomattox, C.H. Va. April 9th 1865

Library of Congress

Galveston’s
Juneteenth Exhibit
“And Still We Rise…”

overseen by
Galveston Historical
Foundation’s African
American Heritage

Committee in Texas.1859 Ashton Villa, Galveston
TX Historical Foundation

TEXAS CONNECTION

A color illustration of Fort Monroe in 1861. Library of Congress

1


