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Shelby, Ohio 44875
(419) 342-2256

A Sister Parish with St. Joseph, Crestline.

Intentions

Tuesday
6:30 pm - Mass at Sacred Heart

Mass Intention: Rodney Cole; De-
ceased of the Clarence Studer Family

Wednesday - Blessing of Food

6:30 pm - Mass at Sacred Heart
Mass Intention: For the Living &
Deceased of the Henry Weaver Family

Thursday - Thanksgiving Day
8:00 am - Mass at St. Joseph
Mass Intention: Cyril & Bonnie Cochran
60th. Wedding Anniversary

No Confession at St. Joseph

Frida
No Mass at St. Joseph

Saturday
3:30 pm - Confession at SH)

4:30 pm - Mass at Sacred Heart
Mass Intention: For the People of St
Joseph and Sacred Heart Parishes

First Sunday of Advent

Sunday
7:00 am - Mass at St. Joseph

Mass Intentions: Josephine Irene Cipriani

8:30 am - Mass at Sacred Heart
Mass Intention: Derek, Carl & Louann
Metzger; John Metzger & Richard Vogt

10:30 am - Mass at St. Joseph
Mass Intention: Charles Marek; Gladys
Burkhart; For Our Deceased Loved
Ones

Greetings, Parishioners,

As you may know, this is my second year offering "Teenager Order of Christian
Initiation" — a program for young people who have a desire about the Catholic
faith but were not raised Catholic. This year, the program has grown significantly
compared to last year, and this year [ meet with ten teens on Saturday mornings.
These students come from both public and Catholic schools and are seeking to join
the Church through this program.

This is wonderful news — that young people who were not raised in the Catholic
faith are now choosing to become Catholic! However, there is a bit of an obstacle.
Although these teens have fallen in love with Jesus, many are journeying alone in
that relationship. Their parents have graciously given them permission to join the
Church, yet most of these teens do not have anyone in their lives who can serve as
their sponsor for Baptism and Confirmation at the Easter Vigil.

I would like to ask for your help! If you would be open to serving as a teenag-
er’s Catholic sponsor, please prayerfully consider this invitation.

A Confirmation sponsor is not merely a name on a certificate or someone who
stands beside a candidate on the big day. A good sponsor is a guide, mentor, and
example of what it means to live as a committed Catholic. Sponsors accompany
their candidates through prayer, conversation, and encouragement — helping them
to recognize the gifts of the Holy Spirit and how those gifts shape everyday life.

To serve as a sponsor, one must be a confirmed Catholic, at least sixteen years old,
and actively practicing the faith. Also, if married their marriage must be recognized
by the Church. Most importantly, a sponsor should strive to live in a way that re-
flects Christ’s love — someone the candidate can look to as a model of faith, ser-
vice, and integrity.

If you are asked to be a sponsor, take time to pray about it. Say “yes” not only to
the ceremony but also to Jesus’ call to be a fisher of men and women — even after
the Easter Vigil. Stay in touch with your candidate after Confirmation. Celebrate
their milestones and remind them that the Holy Spirit is always at work in their
lives, especially during times when faith feels challenging.

Through this sacred friendship, both sponsor and candidate grow closer to Christ
and His Church. What a beautiful calling that is!

For more information, please email me at jsmith@toledodiocese.org, and I will
connect you with a teen with whom you may have a few things in common. But
you already share the most important thing — a desire to know and love Jesus
Christ!!!

With Gratitude and Blessings,
Fr. Jeff



COLLECTION: LITURGICAL MINISTERS
Nov. 16, 2025 Wednesday, November 26
$ 6,449.25 No School Mass
Reg. Offertory Saturday, Nov. 29 Sunday, Nov. 30
4,748.25
. MUSIC MINISTER MUSIC MINISTER
Ge“erallz"s“g‘éemme Sean Beeson Kevin & Becky
Church Maintenance SERVERS SERVERS
40.00 Fleanor Kuntz Luke Davies
Al Saints Tessa Biglin Wyatt Rietschlin
Al Souls OFFERTORY OFFERTORY
. 50.00 Madison & Megan Ratlitf Family Olivia Hoffman Family
f
4000 EXTRAORDINARY EXTRAORDINARY
nggt‘ggs MINISTERS MINISTERS
Christmas Flowers Laurie Metzger, Megan Ratliff Deacon Steve Vogt, Stan Cain
65.00 Branda Gosser Jerry Schumacher, Cheryl Rietschlin
Solemnity of Mary USHERS USHERS
Immacul a‘:g'ggn ception Nick Gosser Zach Keller & John Finnegan
40.00 Mafithew Gosser LECTOR
Military Services LECTOR Denny Gwirtz
50.00 Laurie Metzger COUNTERS
$ggllifc‘)eo Kristi Faith, Bob Weber
Hea;"zoof othichem (Please check Ministry Scheduler Pro Linda Schroeder
T for the most up to date assignments)

Bible Readings for the Week of November 23, 2025

Monday Dn 1:1-6, 8-20, (Ps) Dn 3:52-56, Lk 21:1-4

Tuesday Dn 2:31-45, (Ps) Dn 3:57-61, Lk 21:5-11

Wednesday Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28, (Ps) Dn 3:62-67, Lk 21:12-19
Thursday Dn 6:12-28, (Ps) Dn 3:68-74, Lk 21:20-28

Friday Dn 7:2-14, (Ps) Dn 3:75-81, Lk 21:29-33

Saturday Dn 7:15-17, (Ps) Dn 3:82-87, Lk 21:34-36

Sunday Is 2:1-5, Ps 122:1-9, Rom 13:11-14, Mt 24:37-44

BULLETIN SPONSORS OF THE WEEK:

CAIN GRAPHICS
&
SCREENPRINTING

MEGHANICGAL L.L.G.

INDUSTRIAL - GOMMERGCIAL - AGRICULTURAL
IN GOD WE TRUST OH LIC# 48218

T-SHIRTS * SWEATSHIRTS * HATS *
JACKETS *

VINYL LETTERING
YARD SIGNS*DOOR MAGNETS *
BANNERS & MORE!
FUNDRAISERS ** CLUBS ** TEAMS
4852 West Smiley Road, Shelby, OH
Phone: 419 342-5335

HUAG/R-PLUMBING
ELECTRICAL - GOMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL - INDUSTRIAL

SETH RIETSCHLIN
RIETSCHLIN MECHANICAL LLC
seth@rietschlinmechanical.com
419-571-2439




Baptismal Congratulations

Congratulations to Nicholas and Sydney Phillips on the
baptism of their daughter, Eleanor Rae, last Saturday by
Fr. Jeff Smith.

God Bless Eleanor Rae and Her Family!

Pack -A-Pick-up Next Weekend!

Nov. 29 & 30

We will be collecting new toys, shelf stable food, and personal
care items for clients of Shelby Helpline and shelf stable foods
for CAMP. Trucks will be parked in front of the church on
Saturday and again on Sunday until 3:00pm. Thank you!

Please mail any monetary donations:
Shelby Help Line, 39 Walnut St., Shelby, OH 44875
CA.M.P. 464 E. Livingston St Crestline, OH 44827

It's that time of year again! Sacred Heart School is prepar-
ing for our annual Christmas Nativity. The Christmas
Nativity will be held on Wednesday, December
17th @ 6:30pm. \We are once again looking for the most

recent baby of the parish to have the awesome role of
"Baby Jesus"! To be considered, babies must be baptized,
and parents must be active members of the parish. All
interested parents please contact Mrs. Lisa Myers @ 419-

342-2797 or email at Lmyers@shelbysacredheart.org.
Altar & Rosary

* End of year and Christmas party
Open to all women of Sacred Heart parish

In $earch of Baby Jesus

Come one come all to celebrate at the Parish Hall Thurs-
day Dec 4 at 5:30. Food and drink provided by Altar and
Rosary. We have our new officers for next year in Megan
Ratliff, Carrie Kemerer, Maggie Heiby and Bridget Milligan
so we won'’t be asking for volunteers!! So just come and
enjoy food and fellowship.. Please rsvp to Rhonda Gregson
610-505-8380 or Taylor Gosser 567-303-8038. Hope to see
you there!

2 Diocese
«Toledo

Reverend James E. Risacher, Senior Status Priest,
died on Tuesday, November |1, 2025. Please remem-
ber him in your prayers.

Reverend Robert ]. Kill, Senior Status Priest, died
on Sunday, November 16, 2025. Please remember him
in your prayers.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let per-
petual light shine upon them. May their souls and
the souls of all the faithful departed, through the
mercy of God, rest in peace.

Day of Prayer for Sanctification of Priests

Kindly remember in prayer all our Priests serving in
the Diocese of Toledo, as they gather on Monday,
December| for the annual Day of Prayer for the
Sanctification of Priests, at the Basilica and National
Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation in Carey.
Through the intercession of Our Lady of the Rosary,
may the Lord grant them spiritual grace, renewed

fidelity, consolation and joy in ministry.

Heart of Bethlehem

The Heart of Bethlehem would like to thank every-
one that took the time to complete the surveys and
provide feedback. We are working hard to answer
all your questions in a timey manner. In the mean-
time you can contact us at: heartofbethlehem
@shelbysacredheart.org or reach out to any of the
committee members: Seth Rietschlin, Cody Gosser,
Tom Metzger, Adam Paynter, Maycee Rietschlin, Lisa
Myers, Sean Beeson, or Father Jeff.

Thank you, again and God Bless!

Annual Sacred Heart Christmas Cookie Exchange, in
the school gym following 8:30 AM Mass Sunday, Decem-
ber 14. Bring 2 dozen of your favorite Christmas cookie,
candy, breads, etc. & be prepared to exchange with fellow

parishioners & leave with many treats to enjoy for the
Advent season. Contact Taylor Gwirtz with any questions.

Catholic Women's Club for the St. Juan Diego
Deanery will hold the December gathering on
Wednesday 12/10 at Resurrection Parish, 2600 Lex-
ington Ave. Lexington, Ohio. We will gather for Mass
at |1:00am in the church, with a luncheon to follow in
the hall at 12:00. Cost of lunch is $20. Entertainment
will be provided by Granny Creek Musical Group. All
ladies from the deanery are welcome to attend and
invite a friend to join in the fun.

Bake Sale

Sacred Heart 7th & 8th grade students will be holding
a bake sale before and after Mass on December 13
& 14 to help fund their trip to Washington D.C.

Parish office hours may vary during the holidays. It may be best to call ahead. Parish office will be closed

November 27 & 28.


mailto:Lmyers@shelbysacredheart.org

Heart of Bethlehem Meeting
October 22, 2025

Present: Father Jeff Smith, Seth Rietschlin, Sean Beeson, Cody Gosser, Lil Niese, Molly Belcik, Stephanie
Kuntz, Kelsey Keller, Lisa Myers, Adam Paynter, Monica Finney Rebekah Weber, Maycee Rietschlin, and
JoAnn Palm

Absent: Tom Metzger

Met at the school in the 57/6" grade classroom. Meeting started at 7:33 pm. Father opened meeting with
a prayer.

Seth read the minutes from the June 6, 2025 meeting.
Cody moved to approve the minutes, Kelsey second. No discussion, motion passed.

Old Business:

Seth and Cody updated the group on the water project. Water plans have been approved by the Diocese
and construction phase I construction has started. No electric has been hooked up yet. Chuck Studer will
complete the electric portion this fall. The Shelby Settlers Raffle has funded Phase I of the waterline
project which year-to-date has totaled $85,510. This figure includes the cost of the equipment.

Seth informed the group that even without promoting the Heart of Bethlehem fundraiser, weekly
donations are still coming in. All bills are paid to date and there is over $100,000 in the H of B checking
account. Upon approval from the finance council, $222,361.98 will be transferred from the Sacred
Heart general funds into the H of B account since the expenses were for church and school expenses
paid for from the H of B account. Living Christ campaign has received $116,239 which will go towards
the Heart of Bethlehem fund. Pending approval from the finance council for the transfer, this will total
$438,918.80 collected for the H of B campaign.

New Business:

Seth showed both options up on a screen that Garman Miller has designed based on our previous
meetings (copies included). Option A included 5 new classrooms on the west side of the existing
building. Option B included 4 new classrooms on the west side of the building and 1 room for the parish
offices. The group decided they wanted Option B to have 5 classrooms added on the west side plus
parish offices as well. It was suggested that when this is presented to the public, that the drawings
should not have classrooms labels to which grade they are. Preschool room needs to have a bathroom.
Set will have posterboards made of each option to sit in the back of church and at the Turkey Shoot on
November 9*. Sean Beeson said he can get a presentation set up on the computer so it can play during
the Turkey Shoot, on the parish website and on Facebook account. It will show projects that have
already been completed with the funds.

Father read a letter from the Diocese regarding our parish’s collection total for the Annual Catholic
Appeal (ACA) campaign. We have not reached our goal for several years and that could be detrimental
to the Diocese granting us permission to proceed with the renovation. Lil Niese informed the group what
the ACA funds are used for. Father said he will have the ACA information in the bulletin this week so
we should look for that and inform everyone to contribute to this appeal so we meet our goal.



Heart of Bethlehem Meeting
October 22, 2025

Seth stated his goal for this meeting was to get a survey created for the parish so we can gauge their
interest and contribution levels for the project. He showed a survey on the screen and the group went
through each question and made changes. It was suggested that we offer both paper and electronic
versions of the survey. Maycee will see about having a QR code added to the paper version so the
survey can be answered electronically. Seth would like to have the survey out to the public by November
1% and set a deadline for surveys to be submitted by November 16™. He would like to schedule a
follow-up meeting for the week after to review surveys and decide next course of action.

The group decided we should have someone from the committee speak to the parish at each of the
weekend masses to inform them of the project, what has been completed already, what future plans
could be and explain the posters in the back of church. Molly Belcik volunteered for Saturday,
November 1* and Tom Metzger was suggested for Sunday, November 2.

Kelsey suggested we get an approximate project amount as that will likely be the most-asked question.
Seth said he will contact Garmin Miller to see if he can get a number.

The group gave Molly some suggestions for when she addresses the parish.
It was decided the next committee meeting will be on November 19% at 7:30 p.m.
Father concluded the meeting with a prayer.

Rebekah moved to adjourn the meeting. Maycee second, no discussion. Meeting adjourned at 9:07 pm.

Minutes taken by Monica Finney.



2025 USCCB 4h

A \ | 4
Special Pastoral sty
Message on Immigration  choisihops

Conference of

s pastors, we the bishops of the United States are bound to our people by ties of communion and
A compassion in Our Lord Jesus Christ. We are disturbed when we see among our people a climate of

fear and anxiety around questions of profiling and immigration enforcement. We are saddened by
the state of contemporary debate and the vilification of immigrants. We are concerned about the conditions in
detention centers and the lack of access to pastoral care. We lament that some immigrants in the United States
have arbitrarily lost their legal status. We are troubled by threats against the sanctity of houses of worship and
the special nature of hospitals and schools. We are grieved when we meet parents who fear being detained
when taking their children to school and when we try to console family members who have already been
separated from their loved ones.

Despite obstacles and prejudices, generations of immigrants have made enormous contributions to the well-being
of our nation. We as Catholic bishops love our country and pray for its peace and prosperity. For this very reason,
we feel compelled now in this environment to raise our voices in defense of God-given human dignity.

Catholic teaching exhorts nations to recognize the fundamental dignity of all persons, including immigrants.
We bishops advocate for 2 meaningful reform of our nation’s immigration laws and procedures. Human
dignity and national security are not in conflict. Both are possible if people of good will work together.

We recognize that nations have a responsibility to regulate their borders and establish a just and orderly
immigration system for the sake of the common good. Without such processes, immigrants face the risk of
trafficking and other forms of exploitation. Safe and legal pathways serve as an antidote to such risks.

The Church’s teaching rests on the foundational
concern for the human person, as created in

the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:27).

As pastors, we look to Sacred Scripture and the
example of the Lord Himself, where we find the SiStCI'S, we stand with you in YOUI"

wisdom of God’s compassion. The priority of Fari . h b
the Lord, as the Prophets remind us, is for those sulicr lngﬁ SINCceE, when one member

who are most vulnerable: the widow, the orphan, ﬁ‘ ll H‘ 7 :
suffers, all sufter (¢f 1 Corinthians
the poor, and the stranger (Zechariah 7:10). In : (f

the Lord Jesus, we see the One who became poor 1226) You are not alone!”

for our sake (2 Corinthians 8:9), we see the Good

Samaritan who lifts us from the dust (Z#ke 10:30—

37), and we sce the One who is found in the least

of these (Matthew 25). The Church’s concern for neighbor and our concern here for immigrants is a response
to the Lord’s command to love as He has loved us (Jobn 13:34).

“To our immigrant brothers and
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To our immigrant brothers and sisters, we stand with you in your suffering, since, when one member
suffers, all suffer (¢f. 7 Corinthians 12:26). You are not alone!

We note with gratitude that so many of our clergy, consecrated religious, and lay faithful already
accompany and assist immigrants in meeting their basic human needs. We urge all people of good will to
continue and expand such efforts.

We oppose the indiscriminate mass deportation of people. We pray for an end to dehumanizing rhetoric
and violence, whether directed at immigrants or at law enforcement. We pray that the Lord may guide the
leaders of our nation, and we are grateful for past and present opportunities to dialogue with public and
elected officials. In this dialogue, we will continue to advocate for meaningful immigration reform.

As disciples of the Lovd, we remain men and women of hape, and hope does nor disappoint!
(cf. Romans 5:5)

May the mantle of Our Lady of Guadalupe enfold us all in ber maternal and loving care and draw us ever
closer to the heart of Christ,

"The USCCB Special Pastoral Message on Immigration was issued on November 12, 2025 at the Fall Plenary
Assembly of Bishops in Baltimore. It was approved by the general membership of bishops and released for

immediate distriburtion.
‘ . United States
Conference of

‘ ' Catholic Bishops

Additional Resources

More information about migration and Cathelic social reaching can be found on the USCCB s website:
- usech.org/resources/migrationandCST

To support the Church’s longstanding accompaniment of newcomers, the USCCB has launched You Are
Not Alone. More information about the initiative is available on the Justice for Immigrants website:
Y 5 * .
justiceforimmigrants.org/vou-are-not-alone

The USCCB invites Catholies to consider The Cabrini Pledge as a reminder of our immigrant heritage and a
call to deeper engagement with our faith in Lespanse to current events: usech.org/cabrinipledee

Copyright © 2025, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Inc. Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.
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PARISH CONTACTS

FR. JEFFERY SMITH ,
PASTOR

419-683-2015
JSMITH@QTOLEDODIOCESE.ORG

DEACON STEVEN VOGT
419-564-6331
SRVOGT@NCOOL.NET

DEACON STEPHEN KELLER
RETIRED
419-347-6940

MS. JOANN PALM
BUSINESS MANAGER
419-683-2015

419-342-2256

JPALM@STJOSEPHCRESTLINE.ORG
HOURS: M & T 9AM TO 3PM-SACRED HEART
TH & FRI 8AM TO 3PM-ST JOSEPH

MRS. BECKY KROMER
PARISH SECRETARY
419-342-2256 (SHELBY)
BKROMER@SACREDHEARTBETHLEHEM.ORG
OFFICE HOURS: W & TH 9AM TO 3PM

MRS. LISA MYERS
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
419-342-2797 (SHELBY)

419-683-1697 (CRESTLINE)
LMYERS@SHELBYSACREDHEART.ORG

MRS. JESSICA RIETSCHLIN
SCHOOL SECRETARY
419 342-2797 (SHELBY)
419 683-1697 (CRESTLINE)
JRIETSCHLIN@SHELBYSACREDHEART.ORG

JONAH STUDER
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
419-543-0119
JO55ST@YAHOO.COM

Boys Basketball Coach and Assistants Needed

We are in need of a head coach for the 3 and 4" grade
boys’ basketball team and assistant coaches are needed for
boy’s 3", 4™ 5™ and 6" grade teams. Practice would be
held at your discretion throughout the week. Games are
held on Sundays starting in January. If you would like to do-
nate your time and talent, please contact our Athletic Direc-
tor, Jonah Studer, at 419-543-0119.

St. Joseph Catholic Schoolis currently accepting re-
sumes for a School Secretary. This position plays an im-
portant role in fostering a welcoming and supportive en-
vironment for students, families, and colleagues in align-
ment with our school mission.

For more information and a complete job description,
please contact Sue Sanders at 419-683-1284 or at ssan-
ders@stjosephcrestline.org

Mass Cancellation
The following policies are in effect for Sacred Heart when in-
clement weather threatens.

*On mornings when there is a school Mass, if there is a 2 hour de-
lay the Mass will be at 1:30 p.m. IF school is cancelled, the
Mass is CANCELLED. If unsure call Parish Office.

*If school is cancelled on a day when Mass is in the evening, please
listen to the radio (WVNO @ 106.1 FM) or call the Parish Office to
check to see if Mass is cancelled for that evening.

Father Jeff will make a decision by Noon on those days.

F.1.S.H. food pantry most needed items:

* Area Events

November 29: Advent Retreat Sorrowful Mother Shrine
November 29& 30: Pack-A-Pickup Collection
December 3: High School PSR

December 4: Altar & Rosary Christmas Party

December 6: Shelby St. Mary’s Christmas Bazaar 9-2:00pm

December 6: Marvin Memorial Library Open House 10:30 to
1:00pm. Sean Beeson and Family performing at | 1:30am. and Santa.

December 7: Breakfast with Santa at St. Gaspar del Bufalo 9-11:00am

Strawberry jelly, tuna helper, boxed cheesy
potatoes and coffee. All non perishable foods
are always accepted.

Thank you for your continued support!
The food pantry is not a part of their community
Christmas Program. (Pack-A-Pickup)

December 13: Little Lambs Playdate 9-11:00am
December |13 & 14: Sacred Heart 7th & 8th Grade Bake Sale

December 14: Annual Cookie Exchange





