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S
A Pearl Hogrefe Grant in Creative Writing

Iowa State University English Department, 2023
de Groot Foundation LANDO Grant for Immigration Writing

Grantee, 2023
East Tennessee Writers Hall  of Fame

Emerging Writer Award, 2022
Critical Language Scholarship,  U.S.  State Department

Swahili  Scholar,  Virtual;  2022
Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival

Certificate of Merit,  Playwriting; 2022
Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance 

Peacemaker Award, 2018
Community Shares Tennessee

Artist of Change Award, 2016
Henley Rose Playwright Competition for Women

 Finalist,  2015
John Lewis Fellowship for Civil  and Human Rights

Fellow, 2015
UTK Eleanora Burke Award for Nonfiction

First Prize,  2015
Critical Language Scholarship,  U.S.  State Department

Arabic Scholar in Nizwa, Oman; 2013
College Scholars Program, University of Tennessee

Scholar,  2014-2016
Haslam Scholars Program, University of Tennessee 

Scholar,  2012-2016

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E N N E S S E E ,  K N O X V I L L E    |    2 0 1 2 - 2 0 1 6

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S ,  C O L L E G E  S C H O L A R S :
L I T E R A R Y  A C T I V I S M

E D U C A T I O N

I O W A  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y  |   E X P E C T E D  G R A D U A T I O N  M A Y  2 0 2 4

M A S T E R  O F  F I N E  A R T S  
C R E A T I V E  W R I T I N G  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T

A C T I N G

M a r g a r e t ,  T h e  E m p o r i u m ,  J u n e  2 0 1 9
M a r g a r e t   &  T h e  W a m p u s  C a t  b y  C a i t i n  M y e r s

M e l a n i e ,  T h e a t r e  K n o x v i l l e  D o w n t o w n ,  A p r i l  2 0 1 9
O n e  S l i g h t  H i t c h  b y  L e w i s  B l a c k

W A L L S :  A  P l a y  f o r  P a l e s t i n e  b y  S u m m e r  A w a d
D i a s p o r a  C h i l d ,  M o d e r n  S t u d i o ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 7

I n  t h e  N e x t  R o o m  ( O r  t h e  V i b r a t o r  P l a y )  b y  S a r a h  R u h l
S a b r i n a  D a l d r y ,  A l l  C a m p u s  T h e a t r e ,  F a l l  2 0 1 4

T h e  V a g i n a  M o n o l o g u e s  b y  E v e  E n s l e r
U T K  W o m e n ' s  C o o r d i n a t i n g  C o u n c i l ,  2 0 1 3  &  2 0 1 4

P O E T R Y  P E R F O R M A N C E

Water Rocks! Earth Day Poetry Slam
2022 Finalist

Big Ears Festival
2018 Poetry Slam Champion

Poetry Out Loud National Recitation Contest
2012 East Tennessee Regional Finalist
2011 Tennessee State Champion
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W R I T I N G

W r i t e r s  R e s i s t ,  A p r i l  2 0 2 0
" P a n d e m i c "

P O E T R Y  P U B L I C A T I O N

E x p o s i t i o n  R e v i e w ,  F l a s h  4 0 5  C o n t e s t  S e c o n d  P r i z e ,
J u n e  2 0 1 9

" M o r b i d  C u r i o s i t y "

P L A Y W R I T I N G

W A L L S :  A  P l a y  f o r  P a l e s t i n e

E S S A Y

U T K  E l e a n o r a  B u r k e  A w a r d  f o r  N o n f i c t i o n ,  2 0 1 5
" T h i s  I s  N o t  A  S u c c e s s  S t o r y "  

C l e a  A .  M c N e e l y ,  D r P H ;  e t  a l  
J o u r n a l  o f  S c h o o l  H e a l t h ,  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 7

" H o w  S c h o o l s  C a n  P r o m o t e  H e a l t h y  D e v e l o p m e n t  f o r
N e w l y  A r r i v e d  I m m i g r a n t  a n d  R e f u g e e  A d o l e s c e n t s :
R e s e a r c h  P r i o r i t i e s "

A C A D E M I C

P i n e  M o u n t a i n  S a n d  &  G r a v e l ,  V o l .  2 3  " A p p a l a c h i a n  E d g e " :   
F a l l  2 0 2 0

" S t u c k ,  o r  h o m e "

W O R K  E X P E R I E N C E

Connect newly-arrived refugees and asylees with financial,
medical,  and cultural resources to assist them on their
journey to self-sufficiency
Plan and coordinate Congolese cultural support groups
Plan and teach financial l iteracy classes to refugee and
asylee clients
Build community partnerships and provide trainings about
refugee and asylee clients

C A S E  M A N A G E R

B R I D G E  R E F U G E E  S E R V I C E S  |    M A Y  2 0 1 7  -  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0

S E R V E R

D R A K E ' S  ( B L U E G R A S S  H O S P I T A L I T Y  G R O U P )  |   
J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 6 - M A Y  2 0 1 7

P R E F E R R E D  C O M M U N I T I E S  C A S E  M A N A G E R

B R I D G E  R E F U G E E  S E R V I C E S  |    O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0 - J U L Y  2 0 2 1

Provide intensive case management services to clients with
particular vulnerabilities or barriers to adjustment

G R A D U A T E  S T U D E N T  T E A C H I N G  A S S I S T A N T

I O W A  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y  |    F A L L  2 0 2 1  -  P R E S E N T

Instructor of Record: 
Speech Comm 212: Fundamentals of Public Speaking
Honors 322A: Refugee Resettlement in the U.S.  

Workshop Instructor: 
English 207: Introduction to Creative Writing

A b o u t  P l a c e ,  V o l .  V I I  I s s u e  I I I  " O n  R i v e r s " :   J u n e  2 0 2 3
" C o n f l u e n c e "
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L E A D E R S H I P  E X P E R I E N C E

Technical and Creative Writing
Public Speaking
Canva Design (flyers,  presentation aids,  etc.)
Copy Editing
Social Media Management 
Basic Website Building (GoDaddy)
Event Planning
Group facilitation
Teaching
Theatre Production
Community Organizing
Needs assessments and SMART Goals 

S K I L L S

L A N G U A G E S

Arabic (Levant)

English
Swahili (Congo)

Plan and execute Sex Week, an annual weeklong event
consisting of 30+ seminars and workshops on sexuality
health education

C O - C H A I R

S E X U A L  E M P O W E R M E N T  A N D  A W A R E N E S S  A T  T E N N E S S E E
2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5  ( E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D  2 0 1 3 - 2 0 1 6 )

C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  P O L I T I C A L  I N V O L V E M E N T

D N C  D e l e g a t e
B e r n i e  S a n d e r s  D e l e g a t e ,  T N  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D i s t r i c t  2

F l y i n g  A n v i l  T h e a t r e
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 2

K n o x v i l l e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  M o v e m e n t
C o r e  M e m b e r ,  2 0 1 7  -  2 0 2 1

Oral Proficiency Interview Advanced Mid
Oral Proficiency Interview Advanced Low


