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Jean Fahrni & The Log House Haida carver Jim Hart, Jean Fahrni

Bill Reid with Jean Fahrni

Bill Reid, Gordon Shrum, Philip Fahrni w/ friends

Bill Reid, Gerhard Class, Jean Fahrni oversee Haida carvers Robert 
Davidson, Guujaaw (Gary Edenshaw) prepare salmon

• Jean in 1955 had begun attending part-time Extension 

Department classes at UBC in drawing, sculpture, and 

finally ceramics, and became a founding member of the 

Potter’s Guild of BC in the fall of 1955. 

• She had known potter Olea Davis during the war, when 

they both belonged to the Medical Corps Wives. Also in 

’55 she met lifelong friend and Haida carver, Bill Reid. 

• Anticipating Jennifer, Jean’s daughter, arriving in 1957, 

a landscaping plan was drawn up.  Rock walls, patios 

and ramped walkways were constructed surrounding 

the home that summer, and some of the suggested 

shrubbery purchased.

• In the spring of 1958 bathrooms and master bedroom 

were modernized with Fred Hollingsworth as architect.

• During the early ‘60s, Jean inspired the creation of one of 

Canada’s National Treasures. The Haida bracelet, made 

by her dear friend, Bill, served as Jean’s talisman and was 

worn on her wrist ever since. Bill, years later, declared 

to Jean that the only other person who could wear the 

bracelet “without it wearing them” would be her daughter, 

Jennifer.

•  In 1972 Jean joined a group in Vancouver founding the 

Canadian Society for Asian Arts then returned alone to 

S.E. Asia, following the ancient trading-routes to Taiwan, 

the Philippines, Hong Kong, Thailand, Singapore, Java, 

Bali, Sulawesi, and North Borneo. The result was a 600 

piece teaching collection of ancient Asian pottery, which 

she cataloged, and used for hands-on lectures to potters 

and scholars for the next 21 years. Being a ceramic artist 

herself, Jean was able to  understand the forms and 

glazes of the ceramics in a way different from an average 

collector.  

• Jean later became President of the Canadian Society for 

Asian Arts and organizer of several exhibits in Canada 

including,  ‘Within the Potter’s House’, ‘All About Blue’, 

and co-curating ‘Clay and Cloth: Celebrations of Life 

and Death in Borneo’ exhibitions held at the Museum of 

Vancouver. 

• It is a true Vancouver story, starting with the log house 

where the collection was displayed for over 25 years, 

where artists, dignitaries and politicians frequently 

gathered to learn and share ideas while indulging in Jean’s 

plum wine. 

•   The big event of each summer was the Fahrni’s annual 

Pioneer Picnic, which is held on B.C. Day, the first 

Monday in August. Four generations of friends, pioneers 

and artists come to contribute and enjoy a potluck 

conglomeration of specialty foods. Fresh B.C. salmon 

grilled Haida style on wooden stakes in the outdoor fire 

pit, has long been a main feature, supervised at first by 

specialists Bill Reid, Robert Davidson or Jim Hart, Gerhard 

Class, Bill Koochin, Robert Weghsteen or Gordon Shrum.

• The Fahrni household hosted many national and 

international delegations connected with the Consular 

Generals of France, Indonesia, the United States, the 

Philippines and more, also with medicine, arts, crafts, 

museums, Heritage Canada, the ecology, wines and food, 

and the entertainment industry. 

• The Fahrni home contains works of art from friends 

Robert Davidson, Egon Milinkovich, Ruth Massey, Wayne 

Ngan, Bill Reid, Herbert Seibner, Betty Black Stokvis, 

Joanna Weghsteen, Torrie Groening, Jim Hart, Hamish 

Burgess, David Lambert, many others as well as a large 

collections of BC Ceramics, ancient American and S.E. 

Asian ceramics, textiles and bronzes.

• The well documented Jean MacKay Fahrni Collection 

of Chinese and South-east Asian ceramics dating from 

the 3rd Millennium B.C. to A.D. 17th c. was donated 

to the Vancouver Museum by The HSBC in 1993, with 

a stipulation that it be used as a teaching collection. 

Jean was named honourary curator of Asian ceramics 

at the Vancouver Museum in 1992, after cataloging the 

collection, and in 2003, made an honourary life member.

• The museum show Dragon Jars & Lotus Bowls, at the 

Museum of Vancouver in 2019 honoured the life work of 

Jean MacKay Fahrni.  Jean was an artist, collector of art, 

and known for her generosity and ability to bring people 

of all cultures and differing ideas together in her giant log 

home on the west side of Vancouver.


