
• Logs for this home were cut at Half Moon 
Bay in 1912, by a small timber outfit owned 
by brothers Tom & Frank Murphy. 
  

• Mr James F. Cashman, an American 
contractor, went hunting with the Murphy 
brothers that fall, and due to a slump in the 
market preceding the war, the Murphys had 
been unable to sell a batch of cedar logs cut 
for telephone poles. 

• The Murphy brothers succeeded in 
persuading Cashman to build a log home 
using a matched set of 16-20” diameter logs.

• The logs were towed in a special boom 
from Half Moon Bay to the beach at Spanish 
Banks and dragged by horses up a steep trail 
named for the Tolmie family, then right along 
Second Avenue to where a stand of Douglas 
fir and Spruce trees crowned the hill.  

• Tom Murphy moved to the city with his 
crew to erect the large log home. Their first 
task was to square the third side of each 
log, leaving the best for the exterior. 

• Rounded stones from the Capilano River 
were barged across the First Narrows and 
past the cliffs of Stanley Park to the calmer 
waters of the Bay. These rocks served for 
facing the very thick, coarse concrete walls 
of the foundation and the two tall brick and 

mortar chimneys. These were brought from 
Spanish Banks beach on ‘stone-boats’- low 
flat sleds hauled by horses. 

• Many of the large evergreens on the 
property were retained and the property 
landscaped in an English country manner 
with rock gardens, kitchen garden, and lily 
ponds surrounded by flowering ground 
covers.  

• In the summer of 1950, the property listed 
for sale. With a down payment of $5,000.00 
borrowed from an uncle and a 5% first 
mortgage arranged with the owners for the 
remaining $11,000.99, the log house was 
registered in Jean’s name. 

• During the next twenty years, 40 full sized 
trees were removed, allowing the sun to 
invade the darkened garden. Flowering 
shrubs were planted, large stagnant pools 
drained and made into play ponds for 
children.
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“The logs were towed in a special boom from Half 
Moon Bay to the beach at Spanish Banks and then 

towed by a horse to the current location” Historic Significance


