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To the Saints at First Presbyterian:

Greetings: The week of February 14 was one of the worse weeks in Texas weather
history. Unbelievable cold weather descended upon us causing horrible results with which are
still being dealt. There are thousands with broken water pipes, flooded houses, no water and
little food still. Power pretty much restored. What awaits are monstrous utility bills for many
that are off the wall as I'm told as well as waiting weeks not days to get pipes repaired. The
water damage to the home is another great problem awaiting so many. Here in Texas, many
were doing all they could just to survive. It was a really bad week and it’s not over yet

Apparently, most of our problems could have been either avoided or lessened if
different decisions had been made by those in charge: the legislature, the public utility
commission, ERCOT and the utility plants themselves. Who is to blame? All of the above to
some degree.

There are lots of reasons given for the failure but the one thought that seems to be at
the heart of the problem is an attitude towards the national government. We hear a lot about
independence, wanting to be independent of national guidelines and Federal control. The
other states and parts of Texas that were on the national grid didn’t suffer the fate of those of
us on the Texas grid. We paid a terrible price for our independence and lack of oversite of our
power grid.

One can somewhat understand this attitude since we never have terrible winters.
Our problems usually come from heat since we have a lot more hot months than cold.
Regardless of the reasons, I think we will need to make some serious adjustments to the grid to
cover both summer and winter extremes.

In today’s world, 2021, I think another word needs to be highlighted for future living.
The word is Interdependence. That simply means we will need to be more involved in each
other’s well-being. That is what happened when the state lost power and water. Everyone
pulled together to help each other come through the terrible time. We are still doing that. It’s
what happens every time there is a national crisis. We pull together. While we didn’t want to
be part of a national power grid, we now welcome all the national help we can get. President
Biden has declared Texas a national disaster and will help in any way the government can
help; interdependence.

The early church relied in interdependence for its survival. In the book of Acts there
are numerous examples of coming together and sharing what they had with other Christians.
Acts 4: 32-5: 11 is a good example. Jesus told the followers that as we minister to the least of
the brethren we minister to him. We need each other and depend upon so many for our well-
being and welfare; food, utilities, fuel for vehicles, clothing, etc., the list will be long. Our world
has drastically changed from what is use to be. Our neighbors aren’t 5 miles away, but 5-12
inches away through sheetrock in apartment houses and condos; a few yards away between
houses in neighborhoods. Our freedom and independence is still here but they are expressed
in somewhat different ways than they might have been expressed in 1821! It’s like a saying in
the 60’s,” Your freedom to swing your arms ends where my nose begins.” There are more
noses coming forth each year!

I believe we were created to live together and be there for each other. “The needs of
the many outweigh the needs of the few, of the one” (Mr. Spock). Interdependence!

Peace,
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And Jesus answered
t hem, oHave
God. Truly, | say to
you, whoever says to
this mo unt
taken up and thrown
into
does not doubt in his
heart, but believes
that what he says will
come to pass, it will
be done for him.
Therefore | tell you,
whatever you ask in
prayer, believe that
you have received it,
and it will be yours.

Mark 11:22 -24
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