
 

 

Understanding Your Dog's Hunting Instincts 

Before diving into the training process, it's important to understand your dog's natural instincts. 

These dogs have been bred for generations to excel in hunting tasks. They have an innate ability to 

track, retrieve, and point at game. Recognising and utilising these instincts will make the training 

process easier. 

Building a Strong Foundation 

1. Socialisation: Begin by socialising your dog from an early age. Introduce them to various 

environments, people, and other animals. This exposure will help them become comfortable 

and confident in different hunting scenarios. 

2. Basic Obedience: Teach your dog basic obedience commands such as "sit," "stay," and 

"come." These commands will form the foundation of their training and ensure they respond 

promptly to your instructions during hunting sessions. 

Developing Hunting Skills 

1. Introducing the Scent: Introduce your dog to the specific scent of the game they will be 

hunting. Start by using scent items or training aids to associate the smell with a positive 

experience, such as a reward. Gradually increase the difficulty by hiding the scent and 

encouraging your dog to locate it. 

2. Introduction to Birds: Once your dog is familiar with the scent, it's time to introduce them to 

live birds. Start with pigeons, duck and as they are easy to find in your local parks or on 

Countryside walks. Use a long lead to prevent your dog chasing and gradually let your dog 

observe and approach the birds. Reward them for showing interest and maintaining a 

controlled behaviour. 

3. Retrieving Skills: Retrieving is a essential skill for a gundog. Begin by teaching them to fetch 

objects such as dummies or toys. Gradually transition to retrieving birds by having them 

fetch dead birds during training sessions. Reward their successful retrieves to reinforce the 

desired behavior. 

Advanced Training Techniques 

1. Hunting Commands: Introduce specific hunting commands such as "hunt it," "find it" and 

“steady”.  Teach your dog to respond to these verbal cues and associate them with the 

corresponding actions. Consistent repetition and reinforcement will help them understand 

and execute these commands effectively during real hunting scenarios. 

2. Field Training: Transition from controlled training environments to real hunting grounds. 

Gradually expose your dog to different terrains, weather conditions, and hunting scenarios. 

This will help them adapt and apply their skills in practical situations. 

3. Collaboration and Communication: It is vital to establish a strong bond and effective 

communication with your dog. Understand their body language, cues, and signals during the 

hunt. By working harmoniously with your dog, you can maximise their hunting potential. 

Training your gundog to hunt requires time, effort, and a deep understanding of their instincts. By 

following the steps outlined in this article, you can develop a skilled hunting companion. Remember, 

consistency, reinforcement, and patience are key to achieving success. Embrace the journey of 

training your dog and enjoy the rewarding experiences that will follow. 


