
Moving to Huntsville, Alabama: 2026 

Relocation Guide 

 
 

Welcome to Rocket City 

Huntsville has become one of the fastest-growing cities in the Southeast, attracting professionals, 

families, military personnel, engineers, researchers, and entrepreneurs from across the country. 

What makes Huntsville unique is the combination of high-paying technology and aerospace 

careers, a relatively affordable cost of living, excellent outdoor recreation, and a quality of life 

that is difficult to find in larger metro areas.  

 

Why People Are Moving to Huntsville 

Strong Job Market 

Huntsville's economy is driven by: 

• Redstone Arsenal  

• NASA Marshall Space Flight Center  

• Cummings Research Park  

• Defense contractors  

• Cybersecurity firms  

• Advanced manufacturing  

• Biotechnology companies  

The defense and aerospace sector alone employs tens of thousands of workers and continues to 

expand. Huntsville is also seeing continued growth from Space Command and related industries.  



Affordability 

Compared to many technology-focused cities, Huntsville offers: 

• Lower housing costs  

• Lower property taxes  

• No state property tax surprises  

• More home for your money  

Many newcomers are pleasantly surprised by what their housing budget can purchase compared 

to cities such as Denver, Austin, Nashville, Northern Virginia, Seattle, or California markets. 

 

Cost of Living 

Category Huntsville National Average 

Housing Lower Higher 

Utilities Near Average Average 

Transportation Lower Higher 

Property Taxes Lower Higher 

Overall Cost of Living Below National Average — 

Typical housing options include: 

• Starter homes from the mid-$200s and up  

• New construction throughout Madison County and Limestone County  

• Luxury homes from $600,000 to $2M+  

• Apartments generally ranging from approximately $1,000–$1,800+ per month depending 

on location and amenities.  

 

Understanding the Area 

Huntsville 

Best for: 

• Downtown lifestyle  

• Historic neighborhoods  

• Research Park employees  



• Arts and entertainment  

Popular areas: 

• Downtown Huntsville  

• Five Points  

• Blossomwood  

• Jones Valley  

• Hampton Cove  

 

Madison 

Best for: 

• Families  

• Highly-rated schools  

• Convenient access to Redstone Arsenal and Research Park  

Popular communities: 

• Clift Farm  

• Town Madison  

• Heritage Plantation  

• Walden  

• Mill Creek  

Many relocating families specifically target Madison because of the highly regarded Madison 

City Schools. 

 

Athens 

Best for: 

• More land  

• Lower home prices  

• Growing community  

• Easy access to I-65  

Athens has become a relocation hotspot for those wanting additional space while remaining 

within commuting distance of Huntsville employment centers. 



 

Owens Cross Roads / Hampton Cove 

Best for: 

• Mountain views  

• Outdoor recreation  

• Golf communities  

• Scenic living  

Known locally as "The Cove," this area offers some of North Alabama's most beautiful 

landscapes. 

 

Harvest & Meridianville 

Best for: 

• New construction  

• Larger lots  

• Value-oriented housing  

• Growing communities  

Popular with first-time buyers and military relocations. 

 

Commute Guide 

Working at Redstone Arsenal 

Typical commute times: 

From Approximate Commute 

South Huntsville 10-20 min 

Madison 15-30 min 

Athens 25-40 min 

Hampton Cove 25-40 min 

Harvest 20-35 min 



Redstone Arsenal receives roughly 45,000–50,000 vehicles daily. Morning gate traffic can create 

delays, particularly during peak hours.  

Best Areas for Arsenal Employees 

• South Huntsville  

• Madison  

• Town Madison  

• Lake Forest  

• MidCity area  

 

Working in Research Park 

Cummings Research Park is the second-largest research park in the United States, home to more 

than 300 companies and approximately 26,000 employees.  

Recommended areas: 

• Madison  

• West Huntsville  

• Providence  

• MidCity  

• Monrovia  

 

Education 

Major educational assets include: 

• University of Alabama in Huntsville  

• Alabama A&M University  

• Calhoun Community College  

The region is known for having one of the highest concentrations of engineers and STEM 

professionals in the country. 

 

 



What Makes Huntsville Unique? 

Space Heritage 

 

 
 

Huntsville earned the nickname "Rocket City" because of its central role in America's space 

program. Many residents either work directly in aerospace or know someone who does. Rocket 

testing, military aviation, and space exploration are woven into the city's identity.  

 

Outdoor Recreation 

Popular activities include: 

• Hiking on Green Mountain  

• Monte Sano State Park  

• Land Trust trails  

• Flint River kayaking  

• Tennessee River recreation  

• Golf courses throughout Madison County  

 

Food & Entertainment 

Highlights include: 

• Downtown Huntsville entertainment district  

• Campus 805  

• Stovehouse  

• MidCity District  



• Von Braun Center events  

• Minor league baseball at Toyota Field  

 

Four Distinct Seasons 

Residents enjoy: 

• Mild winters  

• Colorful fall foliage  

• Long spring seasons  

• Warm summers  

Many transplants appreciate experiencing four seasons without the harsh northern winters. 

 

Things New Residents Should Know 

Summer Is Hot 

Expect: 

• July and August temperatures frequently in the 90s  

• High humidity  

• Long outdoor recreation season  

Growth Is Rapid 

New residents arrive daily, resulting in: 

• New subdivisions  

• New schools  

• Road improvements  

• Increased traffic in some corridors  

Relationships Matter 

North Alabama maintains a strong sense of community. People tend to be friendly, helpful, and 

welcoming to newcomers. 

 



Quick Facts 

• Nickname: "Rocket City"  

• Metro Population: Over 500,000 and growing  

• Major Industries: Aerospace, Defense, Technology, Cybersecurity, Manufacturing  

• Largest Employment Centers: Redstone Arsenal, NASA, Cummings Research Park, 

Huntsville Hospital, Mazda Toyota Manufacturing  

• Average Commute: Around 19–20 minutes for many residents.  

 

Final Thoughts 

Huntsville offers a rare combination of career opportunities, affordability, innovation, outdoor 

recreation, and Southern hospitality. Whether you're relocating for a defense contractor, NASA, 

Space Command, technology company, or simply seeking a better quality of life, Huntsville 

continues to be one of the most attractive relocation destinations in the Southeast. 

For buyers relocating to North Alabama, working with a local REALTOR® can help you 

understand neighborhoods, school zones, commute patterns, new construction opportunities, and 

local market conditions before making the move. Stewart & Associates Real Estate has extensive 

experience assisting relocation clients throughout Huntsville, Madison, Athens, Harvest, 

Meridianville, Owens Cross Roads, and surrounding communities. 

 


