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Before You Spend Money...

One of the biggest mistakes sellers make is investing thousands of dollars into renovations that
buyers simply don't value enough to justify the cost.

In today's North Alabama real estate market, buyers are looking for homes that are well
maintained, clean, updated, and move-in ready. They generally do not expect every feature to
be brand new or luxury-level, but they do expect the home's major systems to function properly
and the property to present well.

The goal isn't necessarily to create the nicest house in the neighborhood—it's to make your home
the best value compared to competing listings.

Projects That Typically Offer the Highest
Return

Fresh Interior Paint
Estimated ROI: 100%+

Nothing freshens a home more than new paint.



Choose neutral colors such as:

* Soft White

* Light Gray

* Greige

* Warm Beige

Avoid:

* Bright accent walls
* Dark colors
* Highly personalized paint choices

Fresh paint makes rooms feel larger, brighter, and cleaner.

Professional Cleaning
Estimated ROI: Extremely High

Professional cleaning is one of the least expensive improvements with one of the greatest
impacts.

Focus on:

* Windows

* Baseboards

* Ceiling fans

* Cabinets

» Bathrooms

* Kitchens

» Light fixtures
* Appliances

* Tile grout

Buyers notice cleanliness immediately.



Landscaping & Curb Appeal
Estimated ROI: 80-150%

First impressions matter.

Consider:

* Fresh mulch

* Trim shrubs

» Edge flower beds

* Pressure wash sidewalks
* Repair mailbox

* Fresh pine straw

» Add seasonal flowers

* Remove weeds

* Clean gutters

A tidy yard suggests the entire home has been well maintained.

Pressure Washing

Estimated ROI: Very High
Pressure wash:

* Driveway

* Sidewalks

* Porch

* Deck

* Brick

+ Siding

* Garage door
* Patio

A clean exterior instantly improves appearance.

Front Door Refresh

Estimated ROI: Very High



Your front door is the focal point of your home's exterior.
Options include:

* Fresh paint

* New hardware

* Modern house numbers
* New welcome mat

* Updated lighting

Updated Lighting

Estimated ROI: High

Replace outdated fixtures with modern styles.
Buyers appreciate:

* LED lighting

* Bright kitchens

* Updated dining fixtures

* Modern bathroom lighting
* Ceiling fans with integrated LED lights

Minor Kitchen Improvements
Estimated ROI: High

Fortunately, full kitchen remodels are often unnecessary.
Instead consider:

* Paint cabinets

* Replace hardware

* New faucet

* Modern lighting

* New backsplash

* Quartz or granite if existing tops are badly worn
* Deep clean appliances

North Alabama buyers consistently place kitchens among their highest priorities.



Bathroom Refresh
Estimated ROI: High

Simple improvements include:
* New mirrors

* Updated lighting

* New faucets

* Re-caulk tub and showers

* Fresh paint

* Replace worn toilets

* Replace outdated hardware

Bathrooms should feel fresh and clean.

Flooring Decisions

Flooring is one of the first things buyers notice.
Luxury Vinyl Plank (LVP)

Today's buyers love quality LVP because it offers:
* Durability

» Water resistance

* Low maintenance

* Modern appearance

LVP often provides an excellent return, particularly when replacing heavily worn flooring.

Hardwood Floors
Hardwood remains highly desirable throughout North Alabama.

Refinishing existing hardwood usually provides a better return than replacing it.



Carpet
Replace carpet only if:

e It is stained

* Worn

» Has odors

* Is significantly outdated

Neutral colors remain the safest choice.

Improvements Buyers Appreciate

These upgrades help reassure buyers.

* HVAC replacement

 Updated water heater

* New roof (if needed)

* Energy-efficient windows

* Updated electrical panel

* Plumbing repairs

* Foundation repairs

* Crawlspace moisture corrections

Although these improvements aren't always exciting, they often prevent inspection issues and
improve buyer confidence.

Energy Efficiency Improvements

Today's buyers increasingly value lower utility costs.
Popular improvements include:

* Smart thermostat

* Additional attic insulation

* Energy-efficient windows

* LED lighting

» Weather stripping

* Insulated garage door

* Programmable irrigation system



Improvements That May Not Fully Pay for
Themselves

Some projects can make your home more enjoyable, but they rarely return their full cost at
resale.

Examples include:

* Luxury outdoor kitchens

* High-end home theaters

* Extensive custom built-ins
* Designer wallpaper

* Premium swimming pools
* Garage conversions

* Luxury wine rooms

* Exotic landscaping

These features appeal to some buyers but may not increase value enough to recover your
investment.

Should You Remodel Before Selling?

Not necessarily.
Many homes sell quickly with only:

* Paint

* Cleaning

* Landscaping
* Minor repairs
* Decluttering
* Staging

Every property is different.

Sometimes spending $2,000 wisely produces a larger return than spending $30,000.



North Alabama Buyer Priorities
Today's buyers consistently look for:
v Updated kitchens

v Functional bathrooms

v Open living spaces

v/ Home office potential

v Move-in ready condition

v Neutral finishes

v Outdoor entertaining space

v Energy efficiency

v Storage

v Good natural light

v Well-maintained major systems

v Quality schools and convenient commuting

Homes that check these boxes generally receive stronger buyer interest and may sell faster.

Before You Start Any Project...

Talk with your REALTOR® first.

A knowledgeable real estate professional understands what buyers are currently seeking in the
North Alabama market and can help you determine which improvements are worth making—and
which ones are unlikely to provide a meaningful return.



At Stewart & Associates Real Estate, our experienced agents help sellers evaluate their home's
condition, identify cost-effective improvements, and develop a strategy designed to maximize
buyer appeal while avoiding unnecessary expenses.

We're here to help you make informed decisions before you invest a dollar.

Stewart & Associates Real Estate

Higher Standards...Better Results.

Website: www.stewartandassociatesre.com

Office: 256-325-2527

Email: HSVRE1@gmail.com

Serving buyers and sellers throughout Huntsville, Madison, Athens, Decatur, and communities
across North Alabama.

Disclaimer

This guide is intended for educational purposes only. Actual return on investment varies based
on property condition, neighborhood, price range, market conditions, workmanship, and buyer
preferences. Always consult with your REALTOR® before undertaking significant
improvements to prepare your home for sale.
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