Moving to Decatur, Alabama: 2026
Relocation Guide

Welcome to Decatur

Known as "The River City," Decatur offers a unique blend of historic charm, industrial
strength, outdoor recreation, and affordability. Situated along the Tennessee River in Morgan
County, Decatur attracts families, professionals, retirees, and commuters looking for a high
quality of life with convenient access to Huntsville, Madison, and the broader Tennessee Valley.

Decatur provides many of the amenities of a larger city while maintaining a strong sense of
community and Southern hospitality. Residents enjoy riverfront living, extensive park systems, a
thriving arts scene, and some of the most affordable housing options in North Alabama.

Why People Are Moving to Decatur

Strong Employment Opportunities

Decatur has one of the most diverse economies in North Alabama, with major employers in:

e Manufacturing
e Aerospace



e Chemical production
e Healthcare

o Logistics

e Technology

e Education

Major employers include:

e Nucor Steel

¢« 3M

e Daikin America

o United Launch Alliance

e Decatur Morgan Hospital

o Toray Composite Materials

e Hexcel

o Ascend Performance Materials

Many residents also commute to:
o Redstone Arsenal
e NASA Marshall Space Flight Center

e Cummings Research Park
e Mazda Toyota Manufacturing

Affordability

Compared to many neighboring communities, Decatur offers:
e Lower housing costs
e Larger lots
o Affordable property taxes
e Strong value for homebuyers

Many relocating buyers discover they can purchase substantially more home for their budget
than in larger metropolitan markets.

Riverfront Lifestyle
The Tennessee River plays a major role in the city's identity and quality of life.

Residents enjoy:



e Boating

o Fishing

o Kayaking

e Riverfront parks

o Waterfront dining
e Scenic views

The river provides a lifestyle that is difficult to find in many inland communities.

Cost of Living

Category Decatur National Average
Housing Lower Higher
Utilities Near Average Average
Transportation Lower Higher
Property Taxes Lower Higher

Overall Cost of Living Below National Average —

Typical Housing Options

e Starter homes from the $150s+

o Established neighborhoods throughout the city
e New construction communities

¢ Historic homes

e Executive homes from the $500s+

o Luxury waterfront properties

Decatur remains one of the best values in North Alabama for homebuyers.

Understanding the Area

Southeast Decatur
Best for:
o Established neighborhoods

o Convenient shopping
e Healthcare access



Popular areas include:
e Point Mallard vicinity

o Burningtree area
o Historic neighborhoods

Burningtree
Best for:
e Golf enthusiasts
o Executive homes
e Larger lots
Highlights:
e Burningtree Country Club
e Mature landscaping

e Convenient location

Burningtree remains one of Decatur's most recognizable residential communities.

Downtown Decatur
Best for:

e Historic charm

o Walkability

e Dining and entertainment
Highlights:

e Historic architecture

e Restaurants

e Local businesses

e Community events

Downtown continues to see revitalization and investment.



Priceville

Best for:
o Families
e Schools

o Commuters

Located just east of Decatur, Priceville has become one of the area's fastest-growing
communities.

Trinity

Best for:
e Rural living
e Larger lots

e Quiet lifestyle

Popular with buyers seeking additional space while remaining close to Decatur employment
centers.

Commute Guide

Working in Huntsville

Typical commute times:

From Approximate Commute
Southeast Decatur 25-35 min
Burningtree 25-35 min
Priceville 25-35 min
Trinity 30-40 min

Many professionals choose Decatur for its affordability while working in Huntsville.



Working at Mazda Toyota Manufacturing

Typical commute times:

From Approximate Commute
Southeast Decatur 20-30 min
Burningtree 20-30 min
Priceville 25-35 min
Trinity 20-35 min

Decatur's location provides convenient access to this major regional employer.

Transportation Access
Decatur offers convenient access to:

Interstate 65

Interstate 565

Highway 31

Highway 20

Huntsville International Airport

This transportation network supports both residents and businesses.

Education

Decatur is served by:
Decatur City Schools
Notable schools include:
e Decatur High School
e Austin High School
e Decatur Heritage Christian Academy (private)

Morgan County Schools

Nearby options include:



e Priceville High School
e Brewer High School
e West Morgan High School

Families have a variety of educational opportunities depending on location and preferences.

What Makes Decatur Unique?

Tennessee River

The Tennessee River defines much of Decatur's character.
Popular activities include:

Boating

Fishing

Paddle sports
Waterfront recreation
Riverfront events

The river contributes significantly to the area's quality of life.

Point Mallard Park

One of North Alabama's most popular recreation destinations.
Features include:

Water park
Golf course
Campground
Ice complex
Walking trails
Sports facilities

Generations of North Alabama residents have enjoyed Point Mallard.



Historic Character

Decatur maintains a rich history reflected in:
Historic neighborhoods
Downtown architecture

Museums
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e Community traditions

The city balances growth with preservation.

Arts & Entertainment

Highlights include:
Carnegie Visual Arts Center
Princess Theatre

River Clay Fine Arts Festival
Concerts and community events

Decatur offers a surprisingly active cultural scene for a city of its size.

Things New Residents Should Know

Industry Is Part of the Economy
Decatur has long been a manufacturing and industrial hub.
This provides:

e Stable employment

e Economic diversity

e Strong infrastructure

The industrial base remains a major strength of the local economy.



Growth Continues

Expect to see:

e New residential development

o Retail growth

o Infrastructure improvements

¢ Continued investment in downtown and riverfront areas

Community Pride Runs Deep

Residents are passionate about:

e Local schools

e Community events

o Historic preservation
e Recreation programs

Many families have called Decatur home for generations.

Quick Facts

e Nickname: "The River City"

e County: Morgan County

o Population: Approximately 58,000+

e Major Industries: Manufacturing, Aerospace, Chemical Production, Healthcare, Logistics
e Major Employers: Nucor, 3M, Daikin, ULA, Decatur Morgan Hospital

o Recreation Highlight: Point Mallard Park

e Average Commute: Approximately 20-30 minutes for many residents

Final Thoughts

Decatur offers an appealing combination of affordability, economic opportunity, recreation,
history, and riverfront living. Whether you're relocating for work, seeking more home for your
money, or looking for a community with a strong identity and rich heritage, Decatur continues to
be one of North Alabama's most attractive places to call home.



For buyers relocating to North Alabama, Stewart & Associates Real Estate can help you
understand neighborhoods, school zones, commute patterns, waterfront opportunities, new
construction communities, and local market conditions throughout Decatur, Morgan County, and
the surrounding region.



