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Mission Statement 
 

The Mission of St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church is 
To worship, to serve, and to form the spiritual growth 

Of individuals according to the teachings of Jesus Christ

                     

RECTOR'S DESK 

 

THE WILDERNESS OF SEPARATION 

 

Have you or someone you know ever 

been sent away. Kicked to the curve. Told 

to vacate the premises. You could no 

longer occupy the home with all its 

surrounding comforts, securities, and 

blessings. Your services were no longer 

needed. Your presence was no longer 

tolerable.  

 

Since the genesis of the coronavirus pandemic, many people 

in our community have wandered in the wilderness of 

separation. They have been alone and aimless having no 

community of concerned personalities to share their burden. 

No one to help them push through their pain. No one to 

cheer them on to recovery. So, they drift in their wilderness 

of darkness. They roam in the reeds of ruin. They stroll 

through the stubs of separation. They meander through the 

mire of melancholy. 

 

Sometimes struggle rises like the sun from the devastation of separation. 

Many struggles because separation leaves them homeless and broke with no 

resources and no recourse. They hit rock bottom. The struggle took the fight 

from their spirit. They are down to nothing.    

 

 

 

Service Schedule 
 

Sundays 
8:am 

Holy Eucharist Rite l 
(No Music) 

 
9:15 am 

Adult Formation Bible Study 
 

10:30am 
Holy Eucharist Rite ll 

(With Music) 
 

11:00am 
Sunday School 

 
Prayers for Healing 

Following the 10:30 am Service 
 

Wednesday 12 Noon 
Bible Study 

 



CONT’….. 

Have you ever been down to nothing? Have you ever reached your breaking 

point? Have you ever sunk so low all you could do was lift your voice and 

weep?  

You could not sing if your life depended on it.   
Despair has drained your determination 

Rejection has ripped away from your rejoicing 

Sorrow has shattered your spirit 

Heartache has hung your heads in the gallows of grief 

Separation has muddled your souls 

The struggle has strangled your supplies 

 

A son once left home against his parent's will and went to live in California. 

You know, the California everyone dreams about, the beaches, the movie 

stars. The California that is in movies, and you hear about in songs. Well, 

then there is the real California. Soon he was out of money, out of friends, 

and out of options. He had hit the bottom, he was at the end of his rope, he 

did not know what else he could do. So, he wrote a letter home to his 

parents. “Dear Mom and Dad, I'm sorry for what I've done. I do not have any 

excuse. There is no reason for you to love me or welcome me back home.  

But I am at the bottom of the barrel, and if it is okay, I would like to come 

home. I am hoping that you will take me back. I have been given a ticket for 

a train, a ticket to get me back home. The train comes past our farm just 

south of the city. It comes around the bend and right past our farmhouse. If 

you want me to come home, please put a white towel on the clothesline, out 

in the back yard near the tracks. If a towel is there, I will know that you want 

me to come back home. If there is no towel there, I'll know that I shouldn't 

come back home.” 

 

The young man sent the letter, got on the train, and started on his trip home. 

As he came closer to his destination, he became more and more nervous 

inside and was pacing up and down the center aisle of the train. As the train 

came closer and closer to his farmhouse, he could not bear it anymore. He 

said to the man sitting next to him, “Sir, around this next corner, around this 

bend, there is going to be a farmhouse on the left. A white house with an old 

red barn behind it. It has got an old, dilapidated fence. There will be a 

clothesline in the backyard. Would you do me a favor and look and see if 

there is a white towel hanging on the clothesline? I know it sounds strange, 

but I can’t bear to look.”  

 



CONT’….. 

The train came closer and closer and it started to go around the bend, and the 

young man’s heart was racing as fast as it could. The man said, “Well, it 

looks to me like ... um, yes, look, open your eyes!” When the young man 

opened his eyes, he looked out the window to see that the whole clothesline 

was covered with white towels. The barn roof was covered with white 

sheets, the trees were all covered with white sheets, the old fence was 

covered with white sheets. There were white towels and sheets everywhere. 

And at that moment, the young man knew that he was a welcome home. 

 

Now you may be thinking, or at least I hope you are thinking, that sounds 

like the Prodigal Son story that we read about in Luke chapter 15. And it is 

close, but this story has some special meaning.  Romans 8:35-39, “Who shall 

separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution 

or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: “For your sake, 

we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 

neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord”. 

 

 

The young man that went to California, disregarded what his parents told 

him. Forgot their years of hardship, their sleepless nights, their love for him, 

completely. He wanted nothing more than to take what was his and go see 

wildlife, for himself.  

 

What did it get him? Nothing, but at the same time he learned an amazing 

lesson. That nothing, absolutely nothing was able to separate him from the 

love of his parents. Did it matter if he wasted all his money? Nope. Did it 

matter if he came home hurt, or disabled, or blind? Nope! Did his parents 

care about anything at all, except to see their son come back home? NOPE! 

 

Do you know why?... Let me remind you with some words you heard a few 

minutes ago. These are the same scripture verse from earlier but a different 

book. “So, what do you think? With God on our side like this, how can we 

lose? If God did not hesitate to put everything on the line for us, embracing 

our condition and exposing himself to the worst by sending his own Son, is  

 



CONT’….. 

there anything else he wouldn’t gladly and freely do for us? And who would 

dare tangle with God by messing with one of God’s chosen? Who would  

dare even to point a finger? The One who died for us—who was raised to 

life for us! —is in the presence of God at this very moment sticking up for 

us. Do you think anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and 

Christ’s love for us? There is no way! Not trouble, not hard times, not 

hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not backstabbing, 

not coronavirus pandemic, not winter snowstorm, not even the worst sins 

listed in Scripture (Romans 8:35-37). 

 

The struggle sets up the solution. Our pain creates a window of opportunity 

for the King of Glory to come charging into our situation. Our incredulous 

moments of impossibility are banished into eternal exile because God calls 

from heaven with the words of assurance. 

 

The Lord lovingly questions us. He provokes the pondering of our spirits. 

He asks, what troubles you? What has created a panic within your spirit? 

What has broken you down? What has gained a foothold in your 

psychological and cognitive reasoning? Then we begin to understand! There 

is nothing ‘troubling’ me that cannot be solved by the Lord Almighty! 

 

                                                       By: Fr. Dr. Benjamin E.K. Spearehardy 

 

 

 
 



Spiritual Weaving 
 

Have you ever thought about how 

our lives have been moving in the 

past few months? When you think 

about it, our lives are very similar 

to how God chooses our lives to 

be. It is almost like He is sitting in 

front of a large beautiful loom and 

choosing the manner in which our 

lives should move. We know now 

that we are unable to choose the 

way our lives will move from one 

day to another. Our faith, our 

spirits and our purpose are all up to 

Him. 

 

Thinking back on the days and 

weeks we have experienced since 

the month of March; we realize that He 

has weaved sorrow. We often 

forget that He sees the upper side 

and we see the underside. 

 

When the loom is still, we know 

very little, but when the canvas 

that God has created is moving 

again, He will be able to explain 

the things that have occurred or 

even why they have occurred. 

 

Think of the questions that have  

grown and grown from one day to  

the next, our never knowing why 

this or that is happening, but 

remembering that we will find our  

 

 

 

answers when God thinks the time 

is right.  
 

Even though we hate to see the 

black or dark threads that God has 

weaved, it seems that these dark 

colors are needed just as much as 

the beautiful gold and silver we 

long to see. These are the colors 

that make our lives so beautiful. 

 

We’ve spent a long season of 

seeing the ‘ugly side’ – not 

understanding why there has been 

so much, but we can still spend a 

long season of seeing the beautiful 

side of life, this is when our spirits 

are weaving the bright and 

beautiful colors of that make up 

our lives. 

 It seems that now is the time 

for us to spend some time sharing 

the good and beautiful side of life 

with each other and also keep 

relying on God to weave the 

beautiful side of our lives and 

keeping our thoughts toward the 

purpose that He has for each of us.  

 

  Submitted By: Brenda Cochran 
 
 
                  
   
                   

 
 
 

 
 
 



Who’s Who… 
 
Spiritual Advisors 
 
Fr. Benjamin Speare-Hardy ll,Rector 
837-7741 
Deacon Jeanie Manning, Retired 
237-9550 
 
Priest Associates 
The Rev. George Kamani 
 
Staff 
 
Office Hours: 
10:00am-2:00pm Mon- Fri 
 
937-837-7741;   Fax: 937-837-7970 
 
E-mail: stmargaretdayton@aol.com 
 
Web: www.stmargaretsdayton.org 
 
Barbara Bass 
Office Manager and Assistant to the 
Rector 
Mrs. Brenda Wise 
Superintendent of Sunday School 
Robert F. Stockton lll 
Director of Music/Pianist 
Mr. Gilbert George 
Sound Technician 
Mr. Michael Thompson, Sr. 
Sound Technician 
 
Volunteer Receptionists 
 
Thora Holder; Barbara Scott; Lucille 
Scott, Nancy Butle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church 
 

              5301 Free Pike 
 

 Trotwood, Ohio 45426 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vestry 
 

Agnes George, Senior Warden 
Steven George, Junior Warden 
Joyce Stone, Church Treasurer 

Monty Reece, Assistant Treasurer 
Jim Bolden, Assistant Treasure 

 Barbara Hudson-Banner, Vestry Clerk 
                  
   Barbara Bass      Brenda Cochran 
                 Thora Holder 
                 Beatrice Ramsey 
                 Ellen McDaniel 

 Karen Schuster-Webb 
                 Nancy Butler 
  Mac Howard          Mitchell Lucas 

 
Regular Contributors to the Voice 

Fr. Benjamin Speare-Hardy ll, 
 Brenda Cochran,  Judy Wilson 

  
 

Web Master: Barbara Hudson, 
Beatrice Ramsey 
The Voice Editor: Phyllis Brunson 
The Voice is Published Quarterly  
Deadline: 18th of month, please e-mail 
all articles to phyllisbrunson@att.net  

 
 

mailto:stmargaretdayton@aol.com
http://www.stmargaretsdayton.org/
mailto:phyllisbrunson@att.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

 
 
 

February 

 2 Michael Thompson, Jr.  

 4 Robert Stockton, lll 

 9 Ronald Ogletree     

13 James Bolden, Jr. 

14 Monty Reece 

14 Jaysha Williams 

16 Aniya Jarrett 

17 Joyce Stone 

19 Larry McDonald 

21 Ruth Chapman 

25 Rev. Pamula Gaylor 

27 Mac Howard 

28 Jeff Brunson, Jr. 

 

March 

 3 Luther Burns 

 9 Erin Reece 

21 Bronce McDonald 

23 Brenda Scott-Riley 

23 Brian Scott 

23 Miles Smith Custer 

25 Nikki Parrot 

25 Raymond Lucas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Series Starts on 
Wednesdays during Lent via 
Zoom 
Time to be announced all are 
welcome. Contact Barbara 
Bass at church office for more 
information. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Anniversaries 

 
February 

 
 5 Frank & Valerie Jackson 

 
 

“A wedding anniversary is the 
celebration of love, trust, 
partnership, tolerance and 
tenacity. The order varies for 
any given year. 

 
Quoted by: Paul Sweene 

 



Being Fruitful During the 

Pandemic? 

 

There are several things a person 

can do in order to be fruitful 

during the pandemic. Staying at 

home doesn’t have to be boring, 

you can use this time to cross 

things off your never-ending to-do 

list. 

 

In the age of the Coronavirus 

experienced by countless numbers 

of people, social distancing and 

stay-at home notices across the 

country have made life feel a lot 

less than normal. While you are no 

longer living your regular day-to-

day routine, you can still be 

fruitful and find things to do. 

 

Remember, there is more to do 

than just binge watching your 

favorite television program. The 

first thing you can do is to analyze 

your budget, but unfortunately, our 

economy has taken a hit due to the 

virus and as such, it is an 

important time to re-assess your 

current budget, spending habits 

and finding ways where you can 

tighten spending habits since we 

are in a such a difficult time. 

 

Make a list of all your essential 

payments then analyze your bank 

and credit card statement for the 

last few months to see how you are 

really spending your money. This 

will also help you to not purchase 

things you don’t need. 

 

Another activity is to update your 

resume whether you are working 

from home or are temporarily out 

of work, it is always smart to 

update your resume or profile with 

your most recent professional 

accomplishments. You can take a 

day or two to update so that 

showcase your professional 

qualities that make you an 

excellent job candidate. 

 

I have learned that many people 

have taken this time to deep-clean 

their home. You may be in the 

habit of weekly chores, but when 

was the last time you thoroughly 

cleaned your home? This means 

shampooing the carpet, wiping the 

walls, washing all the blankets and 

bed spreads and cleaning the tile 

gout. If you are looking for 

productive things to do, a deep 

clean for your home is an 

important task to add to your list. 

When you decide to make that list 

of all the things you want to 

accomplish – tackle one each day. 

 

Here’s another possibility of being 

fruitful and this is to organize your 

digital life which includes email 

boxes, social media profile, photo 

files, and others. Our digital life in 

reality can be a mess. Since you 

have more time, use it to include 

cleaning up these digital files.  



CONT’……. 

 

Decluttering your drawers can be a 

really good choice for using your 

time. Once you chipped away at 

your deep clean list, it’s time to 

look at the nooks, crannies and 

junk drawers that you are always 

using. This can take up a lot of 

time, so look at the areas that you 

can consider decluttering: start 

with the medicine cabinet, the 

kitchen and bathroom drawers, 

under the bed storage, the cleaning 

supply storage, your night stand 

drawer, the CD and DVD 

collection, the office and supply 

area, seasonal decorations, and 

maybe the outdoor activity. 

 

How about re-arranging your 

furniture? Have you ever heard of 

fengshui? – in essence – it is the 

Chinese practice of arranging and 

re-placing items in a certain way to 

create harmony. During these 

chaotic and unsettling times, 

everyone could benefit from some 

added harmony in their homes, so 

take this time to practice in your 

own home by re-arranging your 

furniture and objects and at the 

same time to create a more 

balanced and energetic life. 

 

Now this is the one you’ve been 

thinking about – Setting fitness 

goals. You are probably tired of 

binged watching -so now is the 

perfect time to set new fitness 

goals. I recently started exercising 

with Silver Sneakers and it is 

pretty nice. 

 

There’s more. You can take an on-

line class. If you are a student, it is 

likely that your classes are now on 

line. You may have already 

graduated and may be interested in 

learning more! Well, you can find 

many on-line classes which you 

can register for and take remotely. 

 

The next thing that will definitely 

make you fruitful is to read a 

variety of books. Remember that 

reading is an extended form of 

learning, so why not take this time 

to read everything from the 

classics to self-help books to 

fiction. 

 

Now let’s not forget playing 

games. When is the last time you 

played a game of Monopoly or 

Go-Fish? These games are a great 

thing to do during this pandemic. It 

is easy to get caught up in reading 

the news or the watching 

television, it is essential to find 

productive and fun things to do. 

Believe me – these suggestions can 

help to keep you sane. They will 

help you pass the time and still 

accomplish necessary and fun 

tasks while safely social distancing 

at home. 

According to Joyce Meyer, is an 

American charismatic Christian 

author and speaker and president  



CONT. 

of Joyce Meyer Ministries. “Did you know that there is a 

difference being busy and being fruitful? Did you ever stop to 

think that just being busy- running around in circles all day, but 

not accomplishing anything – is the same as wasting your time? 

It’s frustrating to expend so much energy and time and not have 

any fruit from your effort.”  

 

Submitted By; Brenda Cochran



 
Remembering St. Margaret’s 
 
You may make a bequest to St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church by preparing a new will or 

by adding a codicil to you present will. To make sure your exact intentions are carried out 

wills and codicils should prepared by or with the advice of an attorney. 

 

The most useful bequest is an unrestricted bequest for the general purpose of the Church. 

This permits the Church to use your gift wherever it is needed at the time. 
 

For more information on making a bequest consult your attorney or estate planner. 

 

 

Membership in St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church, Trotwood 

 

If you are currently a member of another Episcopal Church and would like to transfer 

your membership to St. Margaret’s please contact the Parish Administrator at 937-837-

7741 so that a request for a letter of transfer can be prepared for you. 

 
If you are not currently a member of an Episcopal Church and desire to become a 

member we would welcome your commitment to God and the Church. All baptized 

Christians are welcome to receive Communion in the Episcopal Church and to participate 

fully in programs and ministries of the Church.  

 

Individuals who have been baptized within any denomination can officially be prepared 

for membership by attending formal confirmation classes, which are conducted by the 

church. The Bishop subsequent to class completion will perform confirmation of 

prepared candidates. Dates for both classes and confirmation will be announced when 

they have been determined. If you would like additional information or baptism, please 

call the Parish Administrator at the church office 937-837-7741. 

 

Church Rental 
Are you planning a wedding or reception, a birthday or anniversary celebration or just 

looking for a place to hold a meeting or musical concert? St. Margaret’s can 

accommodate your needs. Contact the church office 937 

837-7741 for complete details. 

 

                                                                  



                                 
 

Please remember our sick and shut-in with prayers, calls and cards 
(as of February 1, 2021) 

 

 

Barbara Scott, 420 Majestic Dr., Dayton, OH 45417, (937) 263-1212 

Barry Johnson, 3101 Valerie Arms Dr. #3D, Dayton, OH 45405 (Sylvia Wilson’s son) 

Bernadette Wills, 4821 Old Hickory Place, Trotwood, Ohio 45426 

Bette Stratton, Grand Haven Living Center 3145 West Mount Hope Ave., Lansing, MI 48911,  

                                (860) 899-6633 

Beverly Barker, 5012 Heatherton Dr., Trotwood, Ohio 45426, (937) 837-0949 

Billy Jean Edwards, Bette and Harold Stratton’s son’s mother-in-law  

Brenda Wise, 701 Rosamond Dr., Dayton, OH 45417, (937) 268-8059 

Catherine Yancey, Sienna Woods Rm.312, 6105 N. Main Street, 45415, (937)853-5275 

Connie Hudgens, 5790 Denlinger Rd., Trotwood, OH 45426, (937) 854-7864 

Donna Wright, 413 Majestic Dr., Dayton, OH, 45417 (937) 263-3700 

Harvey Toles, 5071 Dayton-Liberty Rd., Dayton, OH 45417, (937) 263-5728 

James Francis, 148 Copperfield Dr., Dayton, OH 45405, (937) 540-8206 

Deacon Jeanie Manning, 2113 South 23rd Street, Quincy, IL 62301, 309 775-3313 

Joyce Bolden, 2150 Poplar St., Obetz, Ohio 45307, (614) 491-7879 

Joyce Emory, 725 Ellsworth Dr., Trotwood, OH 45426, (937) 546-3476 

Kevin Twyman, Palm Desert, CA, son of Jeff and Phyllis Brunson 

Khalid Moss, 30 Forest Glen Ave., Dayton, OH 45405, (937) 259-8473 

Lillian Jones, Friendship Village, 5790 Denlinger Rd., Trotwood, OH 45426 
Lucille Scott, 1438 Chadwick Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45406, (937) 275-0587 
Lukinta Lucas, Atlanta, Georgia, son of Mitchell, nephew of Raymond Lucas 
Michael Thompson, 300 W. First St. #704, Dayton, OH 45402 
Madeline Moxley, 531 Belmonte Park North #904, Dayton, OH 45405, (513) 633-6659 
Patricia Simpson, 3050 Valerie Arms Drive #304, Dayton, OH 45405, (937) 529-2189 
Paula Ramey, Wood Glen Alzheimer’s Community, Magnolia Unit, 3800 Mall Woods Dr.,  
                              Dayton, OH 45449 
Peggy Libecap, St. Margaret’s Hall, #221, 19860 Madison Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45206 
Roy Parks, 510 Ketcham St., Dayton, OH 45431, (937) 258-1788 
Ruth Dunson, 5119 Weddington Dr., Trotwood, OH 45426, (937) 837-8001 
Shawn Sandridge, 917 Stolz Ave., Dayton, OH 45408, (937) 268-3967 
Thasha Kuntz, Cynthia Kilby’s cousin 
Theresa Griffiths, Father Ben’s mother who is in Liberia 

 
 
Additions or corrections to this list should be called to the church:937-837-7741 



Just imagine….. 
 

It’s Easter Sunday.  The Sanctuary is beautifully decorated with Easter lilies 

that we purchased just for this occasion.  All of us are dressed in our Easter 

finery, (because, let’s face it, we haven’t dressed up in such a long time, 

we’re making up for lost time! And by the way Robert, No black today!!) 

 

The music is beautiful and joyous.  We’re hugging, we’re laughing, so glad 

to see each other!  It’s noisy in the Narthex, however this time, no one is 

shushing us, because joy is a noisy emotion!  But eventually, we take our 

seats, and the choir marches in with “Christ the Lord is risen today”, feeling 

a sincerity that comes from deep within the heart. 

 

The service is one of the best we’ve ever had!  Everyone has brought their A 

game!  Every aspect of this morning is real and heartfelt, because we’ve 

made it through the fire.  So much has happened.  Our lives are forever 

changed because of the Glorious Grace of God. 

 

After the service, we meet in the Parish Hall for a magnificent coffee hour.  

Not magnificent because of the delicious food and drink, it could be cookies 

and milk, and still be magnificent, but because we are TOGETHER!! 

Because we are alive!  Because God has blessed us with this wonderful day! 

 

Maybe our dream isn’t happening this Easter, but what a wonderful mind 

picture. 

 

Imagine it, pray for it, and believe that it may not happen on April 4th, 2021 

BUT IT WILL HAPPEN! 

 

So get that special outfit together, get your hair done/cut, have your nails 

done, get your shoes shined!  None of us want to be caught wanting! 

Never say never.  Instead say, GOD IS GOOD, ALL THE TIME. 

I’m praying that our big day comes soon.  Are you? 

Remember:  God loves you and so do I. 

 

         Submitted By: Judy Wilson 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 

My Experience throughout The Pandemic 
 

Looking for a Job? 

 

Join Our Team for This Opportunity 
 4 weeks of fast paced training 

 Understand the employment process  

 Leave with a completed resume 

 Participate in mock interviews 
 

Contact Information: 
 
Website: 
https://stmargaretsdayton.org 
Email: 
smecdayton@gmail.com 
Phone: 
(937) 416-7131 
 
 

 
 

Show Employers How Fabulous You Are!! 

Contact Ready4Work Today Get Started 

 

St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church, 5301 Free Pike, Trotwood, OH 45426 



My Experience throughout The Pandemic 

My Experience Throughout The Pandemic 
 
 

When I think about the first time, I heard about the Coronavirus, I 

can remember everyone not thinking much about it because even 

our government wasn’t too concerned considering that it was 

overseas and not in the country. It was right before spring break in 

March 2020 when everyone was so excited to get a break from all 

the tests and midterm projects we had to complete. 

 

As soon as they put everyone on quarantine, the number of deaths 

caused by COVID-19 skyrocketed, plus they told us we wouldn’t 

be returning to school but instead doing online school, that was 

when I realized that something was very wrong. 

 

As much as I liked not having to wake up so early, I still missed 

my friends and family I didn’t get to see in person anymore. The 

most thing I missed when the next year of school started was not 

being able to play the flute in the marching band and orchestra. 

Students who were enrolled in in-person school continued to 

participate in band and orchestra. Since I was enrolled in the 

Virtual Learning Program I could no longer participate. I have 

been playing in band and orchestra for the last four years. Music is 

still a big part of my passion but losing the opportunities to play 

lowered my passion for it. I’ve been trying to get myself to play for 

a while now but somehow, I never do. I’m hoping soon I will have 

the passion to play again because I do love being a part of my 

school band. 

 

Being “locked” inside my home has its advantages. However, after 

being on quarantine, I realized how much a person needs to be able 

to be outside. I also realized that the virtual learning way our 

schools were teaching us was not the best for most of us. 

 



 

CONT’….. 

I will always thank God for keeping my family and I safe, 

however, only being able to see them through a screen can get 

pretty sad when it’s the only way communicate in person for some 

people, especially those family members in nursing homes.  

 

I pray by the time I graduate next year that the world will 

presumably be back to normal. One can only ask for so much. I do 

know one thing I have learned over this pandemic, that is, to never 

take the things you have for granted, like the outside or spending 

as much time with family as possible because anything can 

happen, and you don’t know if you’ll ever get the chance to hug 

them again. 

 

                                                    Submitted by: Jayda J. Williams 

                           Great-granddaughter of Jeff & Phyllis Brunson 

 

 

 

              

 



Some Places You're Most Likely to Catch COVID 

By Kelly Hernandez | Dec 15, 2020, Apple News 

With cases of COVID-19 surging across the country and the 

number of infections, hospitalizations, and deaths breaking daily 

records, it has never been more crucial to protect yourself and 

others. Some states and cities have tightened restrictions, closing 

up bars, banning indoor dining, limiting occupancy at many 

establishments, and even the number of people allowed at 

private gatherings. Others remain open and operating as usual. 

But no matter where you live and what remains open, keep in 

mind the old saying: just because you can, doesn't mean you 

should. 

As excited as you may be to visit your favorite local 

establishments or get together with friends and family over the 

holidays, it's important not to become lax about the COVID-19 

pandemic. Check out these 35 places you're most likely to catch 

COVID — ranked from least to most risky — so you can better 

understand the risk associated with your activities.  

https://www.eatthis.com/tag/coronavirus/
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/us-map
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/us-map


Taking a Walk 

A nice walk outside is a great way to clear your head during this 

stressful pandemic. But it's still important to follow social 

distancing and mask guidelines in your area to prevent the 

spread.  

A study published in Physics of Fluids analyzed respiratory 

droplets from sneezes and coughs. The study found that a 

human cough can expel droplets from 10 to 250 meters per 

second. If you're planning to take a relaxing walk, try to choose 

a path that's not very crowded and always practice social 

distancing. 

Hiking 

When you head out to the great outdoors for a hike, you may 

assume you're safe from COVID-19. But if you're hiking on a 

crowded trail, you're still at risk. Wearing a face mask and 

staying six feet away from other hikers reduces your risk. 

"When you venture outdoors, try to only spend time with 

people within your household," warns the American Hiking 

Society. If you follow proper protocol, your risk remains low but 

it's important to follow your local government's regulations. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7239332/
https://americanhiking.org/blog/hiking-responsibly-faq-covid-19/
https://americanhiking.org/blog/hiking-responsibly-faq-covid-19/


Going to a State Park or Other Outdoor Areas 

With wide open spaces and outdoor recreation areas, a state 

park may seem to be one of the safest places to visit during a 

pandemic. However, there are spots to watch out for as you 

explore your local state park. Restrooms, visitor centers, or 

popular attractions may be crowded, making it hard to socially 

distance.  

"Check with the park or recreation area in advance to prepare 

safely, use social distancing and avoid crowded parks, wear a 

mask, and clean hands often," the CDC suggests. Consider 

visiting the state park at off-times and heading to attractions 

that aren't as popular. 

Most grocery stores have strict guidelines in place that require 

mask wearing and social distancing. However, if someone isn't 

following the rules or the store is more crowded than usual, you 

may find yourself at risk for contracting the virus. The more 

time you spend extremely close to people who may be infected 

and are talking, coughing, or laughing, the higher your risk for 

contracting the virus.  

"Going to a market briefly, for five minutes or a transient 

encounter while you walk or run past someone, those are low 

risks," according to[ Dr. Muge Cevik, MD, MSc,. from the 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/visitors.html
https://www.eatthis.com/face-masks-tips/
https://www.eatthis.com/face-masks-tips/


University of St. Andrews. When visiting a grocery store, grab 

what you need and head out so you don't spend additional risky 

time in a crowd. 

 

Going to a Swimming Pool 

"There is no evidence that COVID-19 can spread to people 

through the water used in pools, hot tubs, or water 

playgrounds," according to the CDC. While you don't need to 

worry about the water at a public pool, a crowded pool may be 

an issue — especially since you can't exactly wear a mask while 

swimming. Obviously, indoor pools and water parks are even 

riskier. Consider a pool that's less crowded or enforces social 

distancing restrictions more firmly or skip swimming altogether. 

Going to School 
 

There are many procedures in place at educational institutions, 

including mask mandates and social distancing guidelines, that 

ensure the safety of kids in the learning environment. While 

some schools were hesitant to open in the fall, according to 

health experts and multiple studies, transmission in schools isn't 

likely.  

 

The Public Health Department of Dayton and Montgomery County, 

Ohio partners with St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church, Trotwood  to 

administer the Covid-19 Vaccine into the arms of our parishioners and 

https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/states.html


the surrounding Trotwood and Dayton neighborhoods. As of January 

23, 2021, 2,220 1st and 2nd doses of the Covid-19 vaccine has been 

administered to those 70 years of age and older and those with other 

qualifying medical diagnosis.  

 

Thank you to the staff of the PHD-Dayton and Montgomery County for 

allowing us to be a part of this life saving event and your expertise in 

making things go exceptionally SMOOTH, ORDERLY, and 

UNSTRESSFUL. Thank you to Fr. Ben and the St. Margaret’s family 

for volunteering to help make this a success. To God Be The Glory. 

Amen. 

 

Checking in for Covid-19 Vaccines 
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St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church 
 

We will be Back Soon 
The Congregation 

                 Sunday Worship Service 9:30 a.m.  

Via Teleconference Call in Number 

1-844-621-3956    Pass Code: 172-999-8682#   

Noonday Prayer  1-602-580-9715   Pass Code: 6434898# 

Weekly Bible Study Wednesdays via ZOOM 

Call Church Office for Information 

 

 



 

Living the Vision from Generation to Generation 

“Celebrating 129 Years” – 1892-2021 
 
 

 
                            

St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church 
5301 Free Pike 

Trotwood, OH 45426 
 

 
Office: 937 837-7741    Fax: 937-837-7970 

 
E-Mail: stmargaretdayton@aol.com   

Web: www.stmargaretsdayton.org 
 

Join us on: facebook.com 

mailto:stmargaretdayton@aol.com
http://www.stmargaretsdayton.org/
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