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Dangerously Fun Juggling by James Reid

Mentalism and ‘HYPNOPALOOZA’

Cricket the Entertainer

Miss Bows Messy Mania and Mini Ninjas Kid Zone

Freckle Farm Petting Zoo

Western Express Railroad

















Cowboy Superstitions:
1. Never wear a peacock feather in your hat.





Cowboy Superstitions:
2. An itchy nose is a sign of  an 
upcoming fight.



Cowboy Superstitions:
3. Never cross your boots when 
you take them off, so you won’t get 
tripped.



Cowboy Superstitions:
4. Never lend out your hat, horse, or woman!



Cowboy Superstitions:
5. Inhaling horse’s breath is believed 
to be a cure for whooping cough.



Cowboy Superstitions:
6. When a black cat cleans its face it means 
it is going to rain.







Cowboy Superstitions:
7. The brass decoration on a horse harness 
is believed to protect them from witches









Cowboy Superstitions:
8. Never shake hands or kiss across a 
threshold, you’ll become enemies.





Cowboy Superstitions:
9. Horseshoes have always been considered 
lucky. A shoe from the hindfoot of  a gray 
mare is said to be the luckiest of  all. 



























A Fair Family TraditionA Fair Family Tradition
The DeSpain FamilyThe DeSpain Family



Lifelong residents of Navajo County, the DeSpain family has 
been involved in the Navajo County Fair for several generations 
dating back to when Fair Board President Rusty DeSpain’s great 
grandfather helped build the grandstands and open class build-
ing that are still in use today. A third generation cattle rancher 
from Joseph City, Rusty is also the Fire Chief there and fondly 
remembers being at the fairgrounds as a young child helping his 
father who was the Fair Board President at the time. “You could 
say the fairgrounds have been a second home to my family and I 
in the sense that we have spent countless hours here working to 
preserve and improve this community resource and tradition,” 
says Rusty. 
      Rusty’s wife Sandra also grew up at the fairgrounds. She 
was a Fair Board Member for a number of years before she and 
Rusty were married and started the family that they would go 
on to raise at the fair. “I stepped off the Board to be a Mom, 
but we stayed active as a family. Once they were old enough, 
my kids started volunteering and showed animals. We helped a 
lot with that. My son, sister in law and father in law are current 
Fair Board Members. My Mom has been a huge supporter of the 
Fair for years. My Father was part of the original crew working 
with the Lil Buckaroo Rodeo. My sister Suzy has also been very 
active. Needless to say, the fair has been a very big part of our 
lives as a family,” says Sandra. 
     After years of leaving their mark on the fairgrounds and the 
many events held there, it is clear that the fairgrounds have also 
helped shape the character of generations of DeSpain kids. “It 
is a good place for kids. Our kids may be a little different than 
most because they have been involved their whole lives and en-
joyed many adventures at the Fair, but there is something for ev-
eryone especially kids at the fair,” says Sandra, “Being involved 
in the Fair has helped teach our kids volunteering skills and they 
see why it is important to volunteer. I am very lucky my kids 
are not afraid of hard work and service. When other kids were 
getting to play basketball or football, my kids had to choose and 
they chose their animals and it has helped them in a lot of ways. 
You bond with the animals you raise. Some are with us for a 
shorter time than others, but there is so much time and care that 
goes into it. We encourage people to get involved whether it is 
by volunteering, entering their work or just coming to enjoy the 
fair. All these things make a huge difference for the fair.”
    When asked about the influence being involved in the fair 
has had on him, Rusty and Sandra’s son Kordale agrees that the 
impact has been a positive one. “We spent a lot of hours as a 
family at the fairgrounds. Whether it was working at the cantina, 
cleaning the arena or even just sitting in the office while Dad did 
paperwork, we were generally hanging around somewhere. I be-
gan showing swine when I was 8, which led to the opportunity 
to show at the World Pork Expo. Being involved in the fair has 
taught me a lot. It taught me a lot of lessons about working with 
other people and being responsible for my animals. Most of all, 
it kept me out of trouble,” says Kordale with a laugh, “I think 
that is why I wanted to be on the Fair Board because I want to 
see the Navajo County Fair to be the best it can be. I go to a lot 
of rodeos, and I want my hometown rodeo to be the best of all 
of them.” 
    Like her brother, Channing started in 4H at five years old. 
“Around eight or nine, I started showing hogs, which grew to 
showing goats and I finished with steers. I showed all three spe-
cies for thirteen years and also competed in the rodeo,” says 

Channing, “I wouldn’t change my childhood for anything. I have 
met my lifetime friends from being involved in the fair and have 
had so many opportunities. In fact, from rodeoing here and gain-
ing experience and getting my name out, I just committed to go to 
Oklahoma to compete in college rodeo and break away at Murray 
State College. Being involved has given me a lot of opportunities 
and helped me grow more connections with more people than I ever 
thought possible. The fair and rodeo are a great opportunity to even 
just come experience it and see what other people are doing. It can 
really open your eyes to the amount of work and dedication it takes 
to do it. Raising livestock has been a great way to learn to care for 
something other than myself and also to see my work pay off. It has 
even taught me aspects of finance and has really helped me see a 
bigger picture.”
     Although the annual fair and rodeo is only four days long, the 
work to make it happen takes place all year long in addition to the 
fairgrounds hosting a number of other events. “We hold events basi-
cally 365 days a year here at the fairgrounds. Fortunately, our facil-
ities are booked every weekend whether it is graduation or birthday 
parties, junior rodeos or roping events. In addition to our Board, our 
staff here like Jose who has been with us thirty years maintain and 
prep the grounds for events. So, our Fair Board not only manages 
the fairgrounds to put on the fair, but also to accommodate events 
happening all the time,” says Rusty. 
    Given the long-standing tradition of county fairs in America, 
it is hard to imagine that a day could come when they no longer 
take place. Unfortunately, this could be a reality without continued 
support. “This year is a very challenging year due to funding. We 
rely on the County, the City of Holbrook and our Governor’s Fund. 
Our Governor decided to basically delete that from the budget this 
year. So, we are on pins and needles to see if that money will come 
our way or not. If not, there will likely be big changes from what 
the fair has been in the past. This is the major event of the year for 
Holbrook. It would be very detrimental to lose the economic benefit 
of the fair. We need the help of our legislature to stop the Gover-
nor’s bill from going through. They need to know how much the 
fair means to our communities,” explains Rusty, “The Governor’s 
actions are jeopardizing the smaller, more rural fairs, which are the 
major event for these communities for the year. With fairs in other 
counties like Maricopa, you don’t get the personal experience that 
you get at the Navajo County Fair. Being bigger, you are less likely 
to know the people you encounter as a neighbor. At a fair our size, 
you can walk down the midway and there is a good chance that of 
the first twenty people you run into, you know seventeen of them. 
So, the fairs in our rural communities are very personal and they 
are the ones that will hurt the most because we don’t have the major 
companies and sponsors that counties like Maricopa have.”
    With funding from the state level threatened, sponsorships from 
local businesses are more important than ever to the vitality of this 
event. “We could not do any of this without our sponsors and the 
people that come back every year to hang their sign in our arena. 
There are many sponsorship opportunities for different aspects of 
the fair like demolition or rodeo. We have stage sponsorships and 
opportunities to sponsor things like ribbons in the open class build-
ing. We also have planters and benches to sponsor. You can become 
a sponsor for as little as a hundred dollars. If we don’t have it on 
our sponsor list, we can create an opportunity for you,” notes Rusty. 
    For more information on how you can support the Navajo County 
Fair, please visit their website at navajocountyfair.net or call 928-
524-4757.



Brooke Jones- Navajo County Rodeo Lil Buckaroo

Brooke is a very fun girl. She has a real zest for life. Brooke is ten years old. 
She is very involved in 4H showing goats, pigs and horses. Brooke is in the 
fourth grade her favorite subject in school is reading to no surprise since 
she is often found well after bedtime reading with a night light Brooke is 
the third of four siblings in her family. She has two sisters and a brother 
Brooke loves to ride her horses, Dumplin and Gator and is excited to be 
competing today.

Jacquelyn Garner is a 16-year-old from Morrison town Arizona. She is a 
proud third generation, rodeo athlete and promoter of the western way of 
life. Jacqueline, the daughter of Alisha Moralez and Jeff Garner. She attends 
Wickenburg high school and West-MEC for a two-year veterinary science 
program. At the end of her educational journey, Jacqueline will be a large 
animal veterinarian specializing in providing care to the stock contractor’s 
rodeo livestock. This enables her to do three great things at once: travel, 
work, and run barrels on a WPRA, permit/card through the rodeo circuits!

Jacquelyn  competes in barrel racing, pole bending, goat tying, and break-
away roping, through multiple pole associations such as: Arizona High 
School, Rodeo Association, National Barrel Horse Association, World 
Champion’s Rodeo Alliance, and Grand Canyon Pro Rodeo Association. 
One of her biggest accomplishments, yet in Rodeo is finishing sixth in the 
Incentive Barrel Racing standings after qualifying to the 2022 GCPRA finals 
her rookie year. Jacquelyn loves, traveling to different rodeos and jackpots 
with her family and two horses: Chief and Famous. To Jacquelyn, rodeo is 
not just a hobby but her way of life, enduring rodeo’s western heritage.

If you have ever met Lexi, you know that 
she has a passion for the western way of life. 
Lexi is 12 years old and lives in Snowflake. 
She loves softball, volleyball, riding quads at 
the dunes and wakeboarding at the lake. But 
overall she  loves horses the most. She isn’t 
afraid to get dirty and is willing to put in the 
hard work it takes to have horses. When she’s 
older she wants to become an equine veteri-
narian and train horses. Lexi loves living in a 
small town. She wants to have the best horse-
manship she can, from riding her horses on 
trail rides to riding her horses in-shows. Lexi, 
rides both English and Western and most 
days you can find Lexi working with horses.

Jacquelyn Garner- Navajo County Rodeo Teen Queen

Lexi Gardner - 
Navajo County Rodeo Princess 

Meet Our Queens



















A Fair Family TraditionA Fair Family Tradition
Redgie JustmanRedgie Justman

Much like her brother Rusty DeSpain, lifelong Navajo 
County resident Redgie Justman grew up volunteering at 
the Navajo County Fair & Rodeo. She serves as the Open 
Class Superintendent in addition to being on the Board of 
Directors. 

“There is just nothing quite like the Fair: the sounds, the 
sights, the smells… I feel like I’ve been involved in the 
fair my whole life as my family has always been involved 
in the fair. My earliest memories are of my Dad being the 
Rodeo Commissioner. We spent a lot of time as a family 
volunteering. In Junior High I would volunteer in the office 
answering the phones. My Dad says that when my great 
grandfather was involved he helped build the grandstands 
at the rodeo grounds. My brother Rusty DeSpain has been 
President of the Fair Board for a long time. I started helping 
others get everyone registered as entries came in. I did that 
for several years before I was asked if I would like to take 
over the department and joined the Navajo County Fair 
Board of Directors in 2007. I work with all the open ex-
hibits from quilts to vegetables and everything in between. 

We have a wonderfully diverse selection of entries. In addition 
to crafts, we also have fine art and Native American art. I have a 
committee that helps me with tasks like coming up with judges, 
setting up and organizing. It is a big job and we put in a lot of 
hours,” Redgie says with a warm smile as she recounts the many 
times she has put in all day and late-night hours to make sure 
everything is in order and has ribbons, etc. 

Thankfully, Redgie is so proud and excited to see what comes in 
as entries that the long hours do not deter her dedication. “One of 
the things I really love is seeing what people bring in. We have 
some amazingly talented people here and it is so exciting to see 
so many kinds of art forms. It is amazing to me, and I take great 
pride in displaying it and making sure everything looks good and 
the ribbons are placed nicely. My group teases me about being 
obsessed about ribbon placement because I will stay until 3 am to 
make sure every ribbon is placed so it isn’t blocking the work,” 
she laughs. 

If you have created something you are proud of and would like to 

(Continued on the next page)



show it off, the Navajo County Fair is a great way to showcase 
your talent. The entry fee is just $1 per entry and entry forms can 
be found online or in this Premium Book. “You can mail in your 
form and fees. They can also pay their fees when they come to 
drop off their items. We do take late entries because we want to 
have all the entries possible and there is a one time late fee of 
$5 and then $1 per entry. We judge on the Danish system, which 
we had changed last year to the American method, but decided 
to change back. With the Danish method, every entry is judged 
based on its own merit and not against other entries. With the 
Danish system, you are able to give more ribbons and prizes. Ev-
ery entry receives a participation ribbon even if they don’t place. 
The ribbons really give the displays a beautiful atmosphere. We 
want to thank people for their participation because without en-
tries it just wouldn’t be the Fair,” notes Redgie. 

In addition to entering your masterpieces, you can also join in 
the Fair fun by volunteering. “I am always looking for volun-
teers and would love to have more volunteers of all ages and 
abilities. Volunteers can help get people registered, set up and if 
someone is an expert or enthusiast in some of the areas that are 
showing, we can always use more judges,” says Redgie. 

Like so many people who grew up at the Fair, Redgie is especial-

ly thankful for the opportunity to have continued the family 
tradition of raising her children volunteering at the Fair. “A 
lot of us on the Board often talk about how our kids were 
raised at the Fair. My son showed horses in 4H at the Fair 
and now looking at him as an adult I am proud of the positive 
impact the Fair had on him. I believe it has helped make him 
more responsible and have more confidence than if he hadn’t 
had this experience. I can’t imagine not having the Fair after 
seeing so many kids and adults put so much time into their 
projects that they are proud of. I wish more people would 
come and see that. The Fair also has an incredible economic 
impact for the town of Holbrook. It would be such a shame to 
see that go away. The Fair is a wonderful opportunity to pre-
pare a recipe handed down from your Grandmother or display 
the quilting skills she taught you. The Fair is an opportunity to 
record your own history while added to the fabric of our local 
history,” says Redgie.

To conclude, Redgie would like to thank her fellow Board 
of Directors members and all the volunteers who work hard 
to make this event special every year. “The Navajo County 
Board of Directors is an awesome group of people who pour 
their whole heart and soul into putting on an amazing Fair for 
the community. Once you get involved, you’re in for life,” 
she says with a lighthearted laugh, “I don’t think people al-
ways appreciate the amount of work and hours that goes into 
it. It is a lot of work, but it is very rewarding.”

(Redgie Justman: Continued from previous page)





Cowboy Superstitions:
10. Never accept a gift of  old books. You 
will step into the old owner’s troubles. 

11. Putting a copper penny in a water tank 
is said to help moody mares.

12 If  a horse steps on a wolf  paw print, it is 
said that the horse will be crippled.



Cowboy Superstitions:
13. Don’t clean your boots, only oil them. If  
you clean them, you’ll rub all the luck off.
14 When someone gives you a knife as a 
gift, always give a penny for it. If  not, you 
will cut yourself  badly. 
















