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Dr. Ram Siddappa, PhD, MBA, RTTP 
 

Investment Manager | Venture Capital | Health tech & Medtech Investor| 
Technology Commercialization | Business Development Manager | Licensing Manager 

 
Born on 10th Jan 1977 
Nationalities: Dutch and Indian, knows English, Dutch, Hindi & Kannada 
📧 ram.siddappa@gmail.com  📞Mob: +31 (0) 649 305 041 
LinkedIn: https://nl.linkedin.com/in/ram-siddappa-phd-mba-39537916 

 
Executive Summary 
Seasoned Investment, Innovation & Technology Transfer leader with over 15 years of 
experience across life sciences, med-tech, and health-tech sectors. Combines scientific 
depth (PhD Biomedical Sciences) with strategic acumen (MBA) to identify, structure, and 
grow high-impact investments. Proven success in evaluating and funding early-stage 
ventures, managing technology portfolios, and aligning investments with corporate 
strategy. Expert in due diligence, deal structuring, IP commercialization, and scaling 
partnerships across academia, corporates, and venture ecosystems. 

 
Core Competencies 
• Venture Investments & Portfolio Management 
• Technology Transfer & Commercialization 
• Financial & Market Due Diligence 
• Deal Structuring & Negotiation 
• Health-tech, Med-tech & Biotech Ecosystems 
• IP Strategy & Licensing 
• Strategic Partnerships & Startup Incubation 
• Leadership & Cross-functional Team Management 

 
Education & Certifications 
• PhD, Biomedical Science – University of Twente, The Netherlands 
• MBA, Corporate Finance – Rotterdam School of Management, The Netherlands 
• MSc, Biotechnology – Wageningen University, The Netherlands 
• BSc, Microbiology – University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore, India 
• Registered Technology Transfer Professional (RTTP) – ASTP Proton 
• Certified Licensing Executive – LES International 
• BIO Advanced Business Development Course – Biotechnology Industry  
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Professional Experience:  
 

Jan 2023 – Current (3 yrs)  Investment Manager, Life Science, MedTech & Healthcare Start Ups 

           
 

• Evaluate and invest in early-stage Medtech, health-tech & life-science ventures 
emerging from Leiden University and LUMC. 

• Lead due diligence (technical, market, financial) and structure co-investments with 
external consortium partners. 

• Collaborate with board and management of portfolio companies to drive growth, 
strategic fit, and exit readiness. 

• Manage cross-institutional innovation partnerships to translate research into 
investable opportunities. 

 
October 2023 – Current (2 years):  Member, Board of Directors 

                

 

• Provide strategic guidance on fundraising, regulatory planning, and 
commercialization strategies for med-tech, health tech, biotech, pharma & 
diagnostic startups. 

• Support product development, IP protection, and investor relations to enhance 
company valuation and scalability. 

 
Selected Portfolio Companies (As an Investor, Board Member or Advisor) 
• Kaminari Medical B.V. – Intravascular PhotoAcoustic + Ultrasound Imaging 

system for cardiovascular risk detection and therapy: Erasmus MC technology 
• Levels Diagnostics B.V. – Biomarker discovery platform targeting infectious 

diseases and oncology. Technology licensed from LUMC 
• SellaTherapies B.V. – Bioelectronic stimulation for pituitary gland–mediated 

neural regeneration. A neuromodulation technology licensed from LUMC 
• Pelagen B.V. – Tissue-engineered lab-grown leather and wool from in vitro skin 

model from technology licensed from LUMC 
• AVP Device B.V. Novel Aortic Valve Repair device technology licensed from LUMC 
• Methylomics B.V Epigenetic onco-diagnostic technology licensed from Erasmus MC 

for cancer detection and therapy. 
• Numeric Biotech B.V. – Pioneering skin longevity by targeting senescent cells for 

healthy ageing. Technology licensed from Erasmus MC 
• Quantib B.V. – An Image processing method and system for quantitative imaging for 

Libertatis Ergo Holding B.V  
https://www.libertatisergo.com/team 

https://kaminarimedical.com 
 
 https://levels.bio/ 
 

https://kaminarimedical.com/
https://levels.bio/
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AI and Image-guided therapy. Multiple licenses for Artificial Intelligence and Image-
guided therapy in health-care sector. Technology licensed from Erasmus MC. 

• Secupad B.V.- A MedTech device for early detection and therapy for diabetic foot 
ulcer, technology licensed and validated at LUMC 

• StemX Bio B.V.- A diabetic drug discovery project using micro and organoid 
models, technology licensed from LUMC. 

 
           Jan 2020 – Dec 2022 (3 years) Senior Business Development & Licensing Manager  

                                   
 

• Managed scouting, evaluation, and IP commercialization for novel biomedical and 
health-tech inventions. 

• Negotiated licensing and spin-out creation for multiple ventures (e.g., 
SellaTherapies, AVP Device, Pelagen, Kaminari Medical and Levels Dx). 

• Supported research grants, commercial partnerships, and strategic alliances to 
maximize societal and commercial impact. 
 

           Nov 2015 – Dec 2019 (4 years) Sr. Business Development & Licensing Manager  
             Nov 2014- Oct 2015 (1 year)  Business Development Manager& Licensing Manager 

Erasmus Medical Center, Technology Transfer Office,  
Rotterdam, The Netherlands.  

 
• Oversaw IP portfolio management, valuation, and licensing for medical device and 

biotech innovations. 
• Closed licensing and clinical trial agreements generating over €65 M in revenue. 
• Originated and managed spinouts such as, Kaminari Medical, Numeric Biotech, 

Methylomics, and Quantib. 
• Built and led relationships with investors, pharma partners, and healthcare 

innovators. 
 

July 2016 – 2025 (9 years): Co-Founder & Business Consultant HCM-Medical B.V | 
 Vital Tissues B.V. |AARNA Biomedical B.V. 

                             
• Founded and advised companies in medical devices and biomaterials using 

super-critical CO₂ tissue processing. 

• Delivered business strategy, product validation, and go-to-market plans for 
orthopedic and dental implants. 

• Guided partners on CE/FDA registration, clinical translation, and regulatory 
compliance. 
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          Jan 2012- Oct 2014 (3 years) Product Manager (Implantable Medical Devices) 

              
 
• lead a product development team to produce Class IIa, IIb and III xenografts, 

allografts and synthetic bone graft substitutes using super-critical CO₂ technology for 
dental, orthopedic, wound care, and cosmetic dermal filler applications. 

 
             Jan 2009 - Dec 2011 (3 years)  Sr. Scientist/Target Discovery project Manager 

           
               

• Lead a team of 3 PhDs using high-throughput siRNA technology, high content 
imaging technology platform to identify novel target for cancer therapy (see 
complete publication list on LinkedIn) 

 
           Mar 2003 - Dec 2008 (3 years) Product Development Manager 

             
• Worked on developing novel methods for bone tissue engineering using 

combination of autologous mesenchymal stem cells and synthetic bone graft 
substitutes as a PhD project. 

 
Selected Achievements 
• Negotiated and executed licensing and spin-out deals exceeding €80 M cumulative 

value. 
• Generated €14.8 M in IP and clinical licensing revenue at Erasmus MC. 
• Recognized by Guardian Science and ScienceDaily for PNAS 2008 publication on 

stem-cell-based bone regeneration. 
• Recipient of NUFFIC Merit Scholarship (€45 K) and University Research 

Excellence Award (€2 K). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMCM B.V. Nijmegen, NL. A GMP ISO ISO 9001:2008, 
ISO:13485 certified company 

Leiden-Amsterdam Center for Drug Research 
(LACDR), Leiden, The Netherlands 

(IsoTis B.V: ISO 13485, GMP approved Orthobiologics 
Company, later acquired by INTEGRA) 
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Selected Achievements, Interviews & Board recognition
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Contribution to Textbook chapter  
14. van Blitterswijk C, Moroni L, Rouwkema J, Siddappa R and Sohier J. Tissue engineering: an Introduction. Tissue Engineering 
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PhD Thesis: 2007 
Siddappa R. “Cellular and Molecular Prerequisites for Bone Tissue Engineering”  
https://research.utwente.nl/en/publications/cellular-and-molecular-prerequisites-for-bone-tissue-engineering/ 
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