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Steve Crow

We’ve put another good Best Of The West behind us. All had a good 
time with plenty of people and plenty of fun. I call it a grand success. 
 It looks like 2028 and 2030 BITW will be at the same 
Hilton/Monarch hotel. There was vote at the last Seattle meeting to 
approve the BITW be held at the same hotel. There was no opposing 
votes and I am sure there will a vote in October at Jerry's place 
approving the Hilton Garden Inn as the spot for the next BITW.

We have been adding new members at  just about every meeting, 
some young and some older folks. I think the friendly and helpful 
atmosphere is helping with that.  We continue to grow unlike some 
groups who have had more people drop out than add new members. 
Please spread the word about the club to others. We need to keep 
growing.

Pacific Northwest Tool Collectors

L e t t e r  f rom  th e   Pre s i d e nt  

Take care, see you at Jerry”s

 Steve Crow
PNTC President

We are still working on an updated website and we expect to make the change before long. 
The electronic payments through PayPal are very successful  We’ve now handled electronic 
payments for dues, BITW registrations and auction payments. 

Content contributions to our newsletter are always welcome. Walt welcomes stories, 
announcements of upcoming events or a project that you would like to share. Please do 
your part to add a little something special to the next one.

We awarded two scholarships again this year and they are very generous by most 
standards. We look forward to continuing in 2027. Annamarie heads the Scholarship 
Committee and has again done a great job. The Scholarship account is in good standing.

The club has benefited greatly from the auctions so far this year.  Bill Racine, Brent Knoles 
and Steve Broderick have been a wonderful team for auction item gathering, sorting and 
picture publishing.

We have a great group of volunteers, young and old, who help make it all happen. There is 
very much that happens behind the curtain because of the many people who work to keep 
us going. Give thanks to all those where thanks are due. 
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GETTING TO KNOW THE 2026 BITW FAVOR

Our 2026 BITW Favor is a unique little Molding Plane.  For this favor I 
wanted to do something a little different than what we’ve been doing 
over the past several years.  I greatly appreciate the look and feel of 
hand crafted early year favors without castings and multiple polished 
parts.  For 2026 I wanted to recapture that feeling and share it again 
with our membership.  Years ago a gentleman by the name of Frank 
Manville made favors for BITW 1992, 1994 and 1998, all of them 
without cast parts, all of them by hand, and yes they were not all 
100% the same.  I also wanted to have this creative experience and 
theretofore this 2026 BITW Favor is the first favor since 1998 that 
does not contain any cast parts.

Inspiration for this design came from looking thought old catalogs, coffee table books and auction 
results listings.  The muse for this design is the shape of a typical Molding Plane and I was not 
trying to mimic any particular manufacture.  Molding Planes and their profiles come in many 
shape, often custom creations of the owner for a specific project need.  When this design was 
presented to the PNTC Directors for approval one of them said “Do something with the bottom, 
don’t make it flat.”  The design was updated to contain a basic cove which is less complicated to 
fabricate with typical tooling found in a home shop.

Our 2026 BITW Molding Plane is made of Black Walnut with a tool steel blade.  A custom “PNTC” 
logo was created and located on the front edge, typical for a manufactures stamp location.  The 
01 Tool Steel blade has a semi-sharp edge for safe handling reasons.  The Wedge is made of 
European Beech, which is typical for this type of wood body plane.  Each plane was individually 
assembled, processed, detailed and finished by hand.  Only 200 of these Molding Planes were 
made along with several special versions for the Auction and Appreciation Awards.  This 
commemorative tool is not designed for everyday shop usage or as a toy.  I hope this 2026 
Molding Plane Favor will find a welcoming place in your collection.

2026 Favor Team:
Bod Herr, Doug Siemens and Walt White

Material Donations by:  
Doug Siemens – Special Favor wood
Steve Crow – General Favor wood
Walt White – Special Favor wood

Walt White
PNTC Favor Chairperson

In 2024 The PNTC Directors and PNTC Membership approved a “Favor Budget” of $4000, which 
was revised in 2025 to $5000.  I’m very happy to say that the Favor Team successfully 
completed this project with a total cash expenditure of $1,235, well within our budget limit.  
Volunteer time along with donated labor, machinery and materials were major contributors in 
staying within this budget limit. Historically this has been the lowest budget ever given for the 
BITW Favor Projects.  

 As always, a big THANK YOU to my Favor Team for their time, skills, equipment, supplies and 
feedback. 
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BITW “Tailgating Parking Lot Sales”

Feel free to contact me at any of the monthly 
meetings or send an email to:  w3Leon@hotmail.com 

From 
the 

Editor

Walt White
PNTC Newsletter Editor

Hello All,

It was great seeing all of you at the 
Best In The West event.  It’s always 
so enjoyable seeing all the displays 
and talking with many people about 
their crafts, interest and collections.

BITW “Tailgating Parking Lot Sales”

Display by Matt Sabo

mailto:w3Leon@hotmail.com?subject=PNTC%20Newsletter%20Editor
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BITW 2026 Ribbon Awards

Category Recipient Display Title

Best General Display of Tools Jim Claussen Bailey Planes  & Spoke Shaves

Best Display of Specific Trade, Craft or 
Theme Louie Reed Sewing Machines

Best Display of  Single Maker or Supplier Mike Bjur Starrett Tools

Best Single Tool John Johnson Stanley Vise Counter Display

Most Informative Display Walt White Fire Extinguishers

Best Tool of Own Making/Modification Meynell Findlater Tools He Made

Best Display on tool Use Ed Leigan Sugar Axes

Attendee’s Choice

Judge’s Choice Jim Gillis Stanley Prototypes

Judge’s Choice Paul rink Plow Planes

Judge’s Choice Tom Robinson Brace Types

Judge’s Choice Carrie Bartlett Chair Making

“Thank You” to everyone that shared a display at our event.  PNTC is known for having such a 
wonderful variety of display items of many types.  All of us appreciate the time and effort that’s 
put into preparing, transporting and setting up a display.  Sharing your collection, knowledge 
or creations is appreciated by all of our attendees.
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“2026 Favor Team” Bob Herr & Walt White (Doug  
Siemens not shown, he was out of town)

Tailgate Shopping Deals

BITW Display by Joseph Popping

BITW Display by Meynell Findlater
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Wooden Chain Caring by Nick Milanovich

BITW Display by Vince Bogard

Doug Gilette
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BITW Starrett Tool Display 
by Mike Bjur

Guests at the Doug Gilette Open House Viewing

BITW Announcements
Bill Racine and Chuck Guilford
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Gail Marty, Jack Birky and Jim Sebring

Special Favor #SF01

Walt White, making the 2026 Favors

James Wright

BITW Display by Tom Robinson
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Special Favor #SF09

Special Favor #SF04

BITW Open Sales

200 Black Walnut Favors ready for packaging

BITW Display by Walt White

Special Favor #SF10
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Jack Birky

BITW Display by Carrie Bartlett

BITW Display by Ed Leigan

BITW Display by Meynell Findlater
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2026 Auctions Results
June 6th 
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2026 Auctions Results
August BITW, Friday 21st 

Nick Milanovich’s 
Carving Tools
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2026 Auctions Results
August BITW, Friday 21st 

BITW Display by Paul Rink
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2026 Auctions Results
August BITW, Friday 21st 
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2026 Auctions Results
August BITW, Saturday 22nd 
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2026 Auctions Results
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2026 Auctions Results
August BITW, Saturday 22nd 
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2026 Auctions Results
September 12th
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2026 Auctions Results
September 12th

    Grinding Wheel

This grinding wheel was used 
regularly when it lived in the 
basement of the house  where I 
grew up in Racine, Wisconsin.   It 
travelled out to Seattle about 20 
years ago and I now use it rarely.  
The hook - just a bend in a rod from 
the connecting groove to the pedal 
- broke off , probably on its journey 
to me, and I’ve been using it w a 
steel cable.

FREE 
Pick up in Seattle 
Email for directions. 
gph866@gmail.com 
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Advertisement Fees

Up to 25 words … $5 (per issue)

Up to 50 words … $8 (per issue)

3.5” x 2” (Business Card) or less than ¼ page $8(per issue)

Half-Page (4 x 7.5in.) $10 (per issue) must be camera-ready

Full-Page (7.5 x 9in.) $12 (per issue) must be camera-ready

The first publishing of your ad is free, then the above stated 
per issue fee will be applied to all consecutive issues 
featuring you advertisement, unless negotiated for longer.  All 
ads must be prepaid. Each word, abbreviation group, and 
price number counts as one word.  Ads requiring graphic 
borders and/or images must be submitted as camera ready 
for publishing.  Payments made by check are to be mailed to 
PNTC Treasure and written as Payment to: “PNTC”.  
Electronic payments for advertisements are not accepted at 
this time.  Longer advertisement publishing times and cost 
are negotiable.

Publishing Schedule
Volume 1
Consisting of January, February and March information
Cutoff date for this Volume is 3rd week of March
Release date for this Volume is 1st or 2nd week of April

Volume 2
Consisting of April, May and June information
Cutoff date for this Volume is 3rd week of June
Release date for this Volume is 1st or 2nd week of July

Volume 3
Consisting of July, August and September information
Cutoff date for this Volume is 3rd week of September
Release date for this Volume is 1st or 2nd week of October

Volume 4
Consisting of October, November and December information
Cutoff date for this Volume is 2rd week of December
Release date for this Volume is 4st or 5th week of December

Marketplace, Classified, Sell, Buy or Wanted Ads

12OCT24

Market Place  &  AdvertisementsMarket Place  &  Advertisements

Steve Crow 
Miller's Patent Planes & Parts

Stanley Planes and 
Parts for SALE

(360) 789-5530
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Monthly Meeting Locations

Alki Masonic Center
4736 40th Ave. SW, West Seattle, WA 98116

From I-5 EXIT 163 West Seattle Bridge

Stay in left lane for three miles (watch speed).  Past the West Seattle Bridge, follow the 
signs to Fauntleroy Way SW and Vashon Ferry.

Come up the hill in the LEFT lane (2nd from the right).  When the freeway ends at the 1st 
light, remain in the 2nd lane from the right, and continue straight ahead on Fauntleroy Way 
SW (DO NOT use the two left turn lanes).

Continue straight to the 5th light, and USE the two left turn lanes as Fauntleroy Way SW 
bends left, cross Alaska St. SW, continue straight.

At the end of the long block, turn right onto Edmunds St SW.  Enter the parking lot on your 
right, in the middle of the block.

Bill & Sharon Racine’s “The Barn”
Please see PNTC website for directions

Jerry Lane’s “North Fork Museum”
Please see PNTC website for directions
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PNTC - Newsletter
P.O. Box 992
Hillsboro, OR 97123

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Pacific Northwest Tool Collectors
The “Tool Chest” is the official newsletter of PNTC. It is published four 
times per calendar year.  The organization is dedicated to the study, 
restoration, and collecting of old antique tools of various descriptions  
To share the knowledge learned with others is the primary objective of 
this order.

Dues are $25.00 (USD) per calendar year.  Send dues to:

PNTC Treasurer
P.O. Box 992
Hillsboro, OR 97123

PNTC News Feedback
Your  input  on  the  PNTC  Newsletter  is  always 
welcomed.  Our goal is to keep this document 
informative, up to date and useful for the PNTC 
Membership.   Your   feedback   will   be   
shared with  the  PNTC  Board  of  Directors   
at   the  monthly  meetings. Emails  can  be  sent  
to:
w3Leon@hotmail.com

Walt White
PNTC Newsletter Editor

mailto:w3Leon@hotmail.com?subject=PNTC%20Newsletter%20Editor
https://pntc.website/
https://pntc.website/

