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OFFIC I AL PR OPER TY OF U . S.  SOCC ER



Great to have you
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Introductions:

ÅYour Name

ÅHow many years have you been a Referee

ÅLeagues and Assignor you work with

ÅAdditional Question

Welcome to Nevada RED!
²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ 1st year or 15ǘƘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƭŀŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ
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IFAB LAWS OF THE GAME



Objectives
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Learning Objectives:

ÅRecertification

ÅWriting effective Supplemental Reports (youth & adult matches)

ÅOffside Infractions
ÅVideo Review
ÅPresent



RECERTIFYING
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MATCH OFFICIAL

US SOCCER LEARNING CENTER



Referee Recertification 
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Age 13 years of age or older

Enrollment Registration 

Previous Certification Experience 
Must have held at least one (1) Referee license during the previous 

three (3) registration years;
OR Held a Regional Referee license in the previous registration year

Safety & Compliance
Background Screening (18 yrs. and older)

SafeSport training (18 yrs. and older)
Safe and Healthy Playing Environments 

Training
Online Referee Recertification Course

Online Laws of the Game Update

Fitness N/A

Practical Assignments N/A

2026 Changes

Å Course materials updated
Å Introduction of the in-person delivery options with U.S. Refereeing Way materials
Å Provision of U.S. Refereeing Way practical training materials (optional sessions)  



CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING
To re-certify with the Referee license, I must have a referee 

mentor observe one (1) or more of my games.
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FALSETRUE 

FALSETRUE 

1

To help improve my officiating skills, feedback from a referee mentor who observed 
my performance in one (1) or more of my games is important.
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SUPPLEMENTAL
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REPORT WRITING



ÅWho is responsible for 
submitting it?

ÅWhat must it contain?

ÅWhereto submit it?

ÅWhen is it needed?

SUPPLEMENTAL 
REPORT
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SUBMISSION RESPONSIBILITY 
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Who is responsible for submitting it?

Whenis it needed?

What must it contain?

Whereto submit it or to whom?

Supports accountability
ÅThe referee is responsible for submitting the report on time

Facilitates team alignment
ÅThe referee team must discuss the incident and agree on the content before writing

Promotes accuracy
ÅDo not leave the field until all officials agree on the incident description

Prevents disagreement
ÅNo referee should submit or sign the report without full agreement on the content



WHEN IS A SUPPLEMENTAL 
REPORT NEEDED
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ÅSending-off offenses committed by 
players or participants in the technical 
area (coaches, substitutes, substituted 
players, etc.)

ÅSerious injury* suffered by any 
participant (anyone on the team 
rosters and/or the referee team)

ÅSpectator issues including outside 
interference and other issues with the 
spectator area

* When the injured player does not return to play in 
that game, for example a head injury

ÅField issues such as surface conditions, 
incorrect markings, dimensions, etc.

ÅGame delays due to weather, serious 
injury, spectator interference, etc.

ÅAbuse or assault (verbal and/or physical) 
directed at any of the members of the 
referee team.  

Check the local rules of competition for additional 
reasons to submit a supplemental report



SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT: INCLUDING THE 
FACTS
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Just the facts and should be short and simple
ÅDO NOT include any opinion, speculation, or disciplinary 

suggestions to the competition authority
ÅDO USE ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ LC!.Ωǎ 

Laws of the Game
ÅDO INCLUDE any further disciplinary action(s) that occur after the 

main incident listed on the report

For example:
Å The use of additional offenses, insulting or abusive language and/or action(s)
Å Failure to leave the field in a timely manner

1



SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT: INCLUDING CORE 
ELEMENTS
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Core elements of the match 
and incident 
ÅMatch information
ÅTime in the game when the 

incident occurred
ÅParticipant(s) involved (player, 

coach, or other)
ÅFactual and complete 

description of the incident 
including location on the field 

2



WHOM TO SUBMIT TO 
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1. /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ƻǊ 
tournament administrators

2. State Referee Administrator (SRA) in your state and 
where the competition has taken place

3. Assignor of the game

Check the local rules of competition for additional reasons to submit a supplemental report

For additional information:
Å Revisit the resource links
Å Contact the State Referee Committee, State Director of Instruction, and competition assignor for local rules of 

competition and/or continuing education opportunities on this topic



SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT WRITING ς 
EXAMPLES OF SENDING-OFF OFFENSES
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1. Look at the following incidents   2. Play close attention to the incidents 
3.     Consider what the referee team did to complete and submit the 
report

Second Caution (Red Card) and Serious Foul Play (Red Card)



SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT WRITING ς 
EXAMPLE 3: VIOLENT CONDUCT
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WRAP-UP & KEY TAKEAWAYS
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This learning has helped youΧ
Å Learn about and improve on writing a Supplemental Report after 
ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ŀǎΧ
Å The referee is responsible to submit it
ÅLǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŘ ŎŀǊŘǎΣ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƴƧǳǊȅΣ ŀōǳǎŜ ƻǊ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘΣ 

issues with spectators or the field, and game delays
Å Understand the core elements needed in the Supplemental 
wŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜΧ
Å The game information
Å The time when the incident happened
Å The participant(s) involved
Å The factual description of the incident including the location 

on the field



OFFSIDE

OF F IC I AL PR OPER TY OF U . S.  S OCC ER



YOUR TOUCHLINE AS AN ASSISTANT
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aŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΧōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ  ƻƴ ŘŜŀŘ ōŀƭƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ /ƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƻǳŎƘƭƛƴŜΦ



ÅThree ways offside position can 
evolve into an infraction
ÅInterfering with play

ÅInterfering with an opponent

ÅGaining an advantage

ÅThe Restart Location

ÅValue of trust and clarity

Offside 
Decisions:



Your Presence is Your 
First Decision

ÅBuilding Trust and Credibility

ÅGoes for Coach & Center Referee

ÅConsistent Positioning
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Core Concepts

ωStay even with the second-to-last defender or the ball

ωOffside credibility starts with alignment

Positioning is Non-Negotiable

ωSignal with clarity, speed, and professionalism

ωAvoid hesitations, erratic movements, or unclear signals

Master Clean, Confident Flag Technique

ωAdjust your intensity and attention to the match

aƛǊǊƻǊ ǘƘŜ DŀƳŜΩǎ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀȅ CƻŎǳǎŜŘ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ

ωUse eye contact, discreet signals, and professional language.

ωSpeak up when needed 

Communicate with Purpose



ÅPremature Offside Flag
ÅRaising the flag before confirming 

involvement

ÅLoss of Concentration
ÅOccurs after long uneventful 

stretches

ÅFailure to Assist
ÅNot helping with fouls

ÅOver-reliance on Referee
ÅWaiting for direction instead of 

being proactive

Common 
Mistakes to 
Avoid



Understanding Impact

Im
p

a
c
t Did the playertouch the ball?

Did theyŀŦŦŜŎǘ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ 
ability to play it?



Impact Unveiled: Three Key Elements
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Interfering with Play
Impact = Physical Touch

Did the player play or touch the ball after it 
was passed or touched by a teammate?

Interfering with an Opponent
Impact = Visual or Physical Obstruction

5ƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŎǘΚ

Gaining an Advantage
Impact = Benefit from Position

Did the player use their offside position to 
benefit from a rebound, deflection, or save?



Key Points:
Interfering with 
Play (OIP)

ÅDefinition: Interfering with play 
meanstouching or playing the 
ball after it has been played by a 
teammate.

ÅRequires physical or imminent 
contact with the ball.

ÅPosition is not enoughτthere must 
be action.

ÅTiming of flag is key:Generally, wait 
until the player touches the ball to 
raise the flag.

ÅPlayer safety is always the priority-
may signal early to avoid a collision.
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Offside ς Interfering with Play OF F IC I AL PR OPER TY OF U . S.  S OCC ER29



Key Points: 
Interfering with 
an Opponent 
(OIO)

ÅDefinition: Interfering with an opponent 
means affecting their ability to play the 
ball,without necessarily touching it.

ÅExamples include:
ÅhōǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŀƭƪŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ

ÅChallenging an opponent for the ball

ÅClearly attempting to play a ball that is close 
to them that unfairly impacts an opponent

ÅMaking gestures or movements thatdeceive 
or distract the opponent

ÅJudgment Required:tǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
enoughτthere must be a clearimpacton 
ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΦ
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Offside ς Interfering with an Opponent OF F IC I AL PR OPER TY OF U . S.  S OCC ER33



Key Points: 
Gaining an 
Advantage (OGA)

ÅDefinition of Gaining an Advantage

ÅWhen an attacker in an offside position plays a 
ball that rebounds or deflects of a goalpost, 
crossbar, match official, or an opponent

ÅWhen the ball has been deliberately saved by 
any opponent
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Parallax is in the Details
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ÅEven slight positional shifts 
impact visual accuracy.

ÅProper alignment is crucial 
for accurate offside calls.

37
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