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In Their Own Words



PART II—RECALLING THE EXPERIENCE 

A.  The First Team Photograph

Ric Cesped had been frequently asked about how we came by a single surviving photo of the First Team. It seems that none of the players could shed any light on its origin or occasion. Ric could, however, determine the date of the photo. He concluded that it was taken in 1962 and not 1961 because some of the players in the picture did not play in 1961. Picking up on the story, Ric explains:

“During one of our Class of 1962 mini-reunions, Karen and Art Brown ’62 had a gathering of classmates who played A-Squad Soccer at the Academy. Art was our Team Captain and an extraordinary goalkeeper. Karen, Art Brown’s date during all those years, was also our most dedicated supporter, always up there in the bleachers, cheering us on, come rain or shine. In preparing for that mini-reunion of classmates, Karen did an in-depth search of the West Point photographic archives, looking for memorable soccer team pictures. While doing so, Karen found the one and only photograph of the founding rugby team with many, but not all, of the founding team members. Karen recognized me in the picture, as I was wearing a soccer team shirt. She, however, knew that it was not a soccer picture. During the reunion, she mentioned to me that she had this photograph. She offered to send me and as soon as I received it, I realized that it was of historic proportions. Unfortunately, I do not remember the place, the occasion, or the reason why the photograph was taken.”
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West Point-Army Rugby Football Club -Spring of 1962
(The Team also included other players from the classes 
of 1962-65--see below)
Back Row (L to R) :
Ric Cesped '62 (Coach 61-62), #70 John Taylor '62 (Founder), #77 Bob Sandman ’64, #65 Steve Popielarski '63 (Hooker and Coach 62-63), #73 Ed Brinkman '64, #41 Lee Rizio '63 (Fullback), #8X Mike Schredl '62 (Left Prop), #65 Dean Stanley '62 (Second Row), #XX Bill Jackman '64, #10 George Perry '63 KIA RVN, #XX Denny Reimer '62 (Right Prop), #53 Dennis Prutow '63 (Second Row), #XX Jim Gantsoudes '64, #12 Tom Carney '63, #62 George Telenko '62 (Scrum Lock), and #31 Lyndol Cook '63.

Front Row: (L to R) 
#78 TBD, #40 Bob DeVries '62 (Left Wing), #20 Bill Scherr '62 (Scrum Half), #23 Rich Davis '64, #44 Russ DeVries '62 (Right Wing), #25 Steve Perryman '64, #64 Bob Serio '64 (KIA RVN), #72 Jack Donovan '64, #53 Richard Young '63, and #83 Wayne Parker '62 (Wing Forward) 
Not Shown: 
Steve Burrell ’65, Mike Conway ’64, George Duncan '62, Carl Dye ’64, Doc Ellis '62, Bill Evans '62, Denis Galloway ’64, Mike Gibson '62, Norm Gill ’64, Pierce Hanley '62, Tom Harman ’64, Homer Holland ’63, Jerry Janicki ’62 (Scrum Half), Slade Johnson ’62, Ray Klopotek '63, Bill Kosco '62 (a Fullback), Paul McNamara '62 (Right Wing), Dave Mundt '62, John Morgan ’63, Doug O’Neal ’64, Joe Porter '62, Mike Prothero ’64, Tom Roberts ’64, Kevin Renaghen '62, Waide Rishel '62, John Sam ’64, Dennis Seiler ’64, Ed Sims ’64, Duane Slater '62, Larry Spear '63, Kenn Sprague '64 (Coach 63-64), Bob Szymczak '62, Bob Wells ’62, and Norton Wilson ’64                                                                                                             
B. First Team Members Recall the Early Years.
Coaching and playing the game of rugby at West Point had a profound influence on members of the First Team’s lives as military, civil, and industry leaders. The words from some of the First Team members in the classes of 1962 - 1964 are relayed here in their own words.
· John Taylor '62, Retired Infantry Colonel and entrepreneur. Founder and General Manager of the West Point Army Rugby Football Club (RFC). John recalls:

“During my summer assignment to new cadet barracks (Beast Barracks) for the class of 1965, in the summer of 1960, I watched a demonstration rugby game by the Westchester New York Rugby Club (NYRC) on “Red” Blaik Field. I was intrigued by the constant flow of the game seemingly without rules and players of average build and weight. I spoke with one of the NYRC coaches and received his name and phone number.

During the Fall of 1960, I developed a written survey to determine the interest level among the Corps of Cadets for a rugby team. To help create motivation for a rugby team at West Point, I had purchased an official rugby ball from my personal funds. This ball, along with a picture of 2/Lt Peter Dawkins (the former First Captain during our Plebe year, an All-American football player and Heisman Trophy winner, who was a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford) passing a rugby ball in a two-page spread in Life Magazine was used to create a display in the center of the cadet library.

The field assigned to our Program was Target Field, by the railroad tracks, adjacent to the Hudson River. Who would have imagined that the Anderson Rugby Complex would be located where it all started in the Spring of 1961? As the Club President in 1961-2, I managed the Program funds under the auspices of the Officer in Charge, Captain Harvey Garn. He was also responsible for providing grades to the PE Department. In concert with the NYRC, I provided input to Captain Garn in his scheduling “at home” and “away” games. We were also invited to join the Manhattan Rugby League, which providing us competition, but limited intercollegiate play.

Fortunately, Ric Cesped coached us to an excellent playing level in only a season and a butt. In our final season, we lost a close match to Columbia in NYC. They used their star football kicker to great effect.”

John went on to comment: "Forming the first Army Rugby Team gave me the 'right stuff' to succeed in five commands during active duty and in managing a horticultural consulting business following retirement from the Army.”
· Ric Cesped '62, Retired Partner of Bechtel Corporation with overall responsibility for Bechtel in Latin America, Entrepreneur. First West Point Army RFC Coach. Ric wrote:
 "I have dreamt of those early years many times. I have carried with me some of the best memories of my years at the Academy. Observing how the "volunteer players" evolved into "steely savvy players", determined to enjoy the game and win, how they changed, and changed me in the process, and how in life, my greatest satisfaction would be seeing those who would later work with me, evolve into better and more successful leaders and professionals.”

Ric further recalled: “John Taylor was the Founding Father of the Program. Without John, nothing would have happened in 1961 when he, single handedly, obtained the authorization to start the Rugby Program. In the process I was “drafted” by John to be the first coach. Until recently I did not know the rest of the story”

 Ric was always curious as to why John Taylor chose him to be the first rugby coach at West Point. So, many years later during a telephone conversation with John, Ric asked him, “How did you know that I had played rugby in Chile for six years before coming to West Point, and why did you choose me to be the coach, I had no prior coaching experience?” He responded, “Nevertheless you are the first cadet coach. I have spoken”
 
“Really”, I answered, “I have no recollection of having met you until the day you walked into our room and told me that I would be the Army Rugby Coach.”

Then John continued, “I had authorization to start the Rugby Program but did not know how to take the next step. With the assistance of the West Point Librarian I prepared a survey to determine the level of interest and rugby interest and experience in the Corps. I personally delivered the survey to all cadet companies for further distribution to all cadets then at the Academy”. (At that time, about 2400 cadets were at West Point.)

Then John said, “A couple of weeks later, I had one response regarding rugby experience—from you—so, my next step was clear. I had to draft you.” I then thought, “Now after more than 50 years, I understood why John had responded “No”, when he asked him, “Do I have a choice?”
And that is the way in which John Taylor founded the Army Rugby-Football Program, with single purpose, conviction, and because he knew, that playing rugby would make a difference in how leaders at West Point are formed.”
· Eddie Brinkman '64, Retired Artillery Lieutenant Colonel. Eddie remembers:
"Playing rugby was a ball. Most of us were not familiar with the game so we were all in the same boat trying to translate our football (or other native) skills to the rugby field. The values of teamwork, competition, and respect for the opponent, perseverance, enthusiasm and fun have stayed with me through the years. Rugby taught me to never 
underestimate your opponent, as we played, and were usually beaten, by the Ivy Leaguers who fielded many of their varsity football players". 
· Tom Carney '63, Retired Army Lieutenant General. First Army Rugby Left Wing Forward. Tom recalls:
"The memories of that first rugby team are sharp in some details and fuzzy in others. The sharpest, however, are the incredible feelings of camaraderie and ability to depend upon each other in any situation. We were pretty good athletes, and we were in much better condition than most of our competition, but our strong point was our ability to depend upon our mates to give their utmost. I know I played above my head because my mates were depending on me and I could not let them down. More than any other team I played on, we were the epitome of teamwork. And, in the fluidity of rugby play, creativity and teamwork are essential. What better training for tough conditions in Life? More than playing 150 lb. football, wrestling, or even going through Recondo, rugby taught me the 
invincibility of a cohesive team. I remember 1962 was a tough year of injuries for the team. I recall an injury rate of nearly 40% over the course of the entire season. I separated a shoulder and spent some time in the hospital following surgery. 
The players and years have now all run together in my memory. We had many friends in my class of '63 on the team. I played Left Wing in 1962 and scrum half on the following teams. I remember Jimmy Gantsoudes was my hooker, but don't remember who was a hooker in 1962. I remember Bobby Serio, Steve Perryman, Mike Conway and Jack Donovan in the - line, Bob Hickson and Bill Jackman as props, Denny Prutow ('63) as a lock, Fast Eddie Brinkman as our go to man in line outs. " 

· Lyndol Cook ’63, Captain, Infantry, Vietnam 101st AAD and Entrepreneur. Lynn recalls:

“I still remember when the call came to D-1 for rugby players.   After lots of discussions and study on “what is rugby”, we had five company mates step up and join “the First Team” (Dean Stanley ’62 and Dick Young, Denny Prutow, John Morgan and myself ’63). Not knowing any rules, or anything else about rugby, many of us spent most our time buried somewhere deep in the scrum.  Arms locked, sweaty, muddy, tired, scratched, clawed, but learning and happy. The camaraderie on the team was incredible and a good life lesson on what great things can be accomplished with limited talent but great teamwork, coaching, and dedication. It was always a fun time.  Games were hard played but equally important was the keg of beer (away from West Point) and friendship with our opponents after the game (win or lose).

After the Army, I went into the manufacturing business in San Diego, CA where I helped build “Polaris”, one of the premier equipment manufacturing companies in the swimming pool industry.  I sold the business in 1994 and retired, but my old company is still the leader in its field. Thanks to all my teammates.  It was great sharing this wonderful experience with each of you.”

· Bob Devries '62, Captain, Corps of Engineers, Disabled Vietnam Veteran and Attorney. First West Point RFC left wing 3/4 recalls:
“At West Point I was a recruited football player. Instinctive in playing years of football, a player tackles with his shoulders with as much force that he can since every yard (or even inch) counts. In rugby, a few yards do not mean as much. This is why football players wear shoulder pads. If we tackled the same way in rugby we would suffer shoulder separations (which I did even playing football with pads on). The different tackling techniques in rugby were difficult to master--and I probably never did. I think that participating in a team sport (especially physical team sports) helps one in life. I have thought about this issue much during my career. I have concluded that sports in any young person's life is a powerful force to produce a quality and productive person in our society" 
· Russ DeVries '62, Captain, Airborne-Ranger Infantry Officer and High School Principal. First West Point RFC right wing 3/4. Russ recalls:
"Playing in the mud, without let up, for two 45-minute halves, against some of the toughest opponents I ever met while playing sports at West Point, was not only a lot of work but an experience that really helped me develop the toughness of mind which I would need as an infantry, airborne-ranger officer leading elite combat troops. I will never forget how much bigger the rugby opponents were than our team, more powerful and faster. It was brutal yet we beat all but one. "
· Jack Donovan ’64, Retired Colonel Air Defence Artillery. Right Wing. Jack remembers:

“My first memory was the game against the West Chester Rugby Club where we lost on a last minute kick--Some ridiculous distance of about 62 yards. I did not play in that game, but I started the rest of the games at Right Wing. Larry Spear started at Left Wing, the DeVries twins were the inside 3/4 Halves and Lee Rizio was our outstanding Fullback

Some of the teams we played in 1962 included the New York Athletic Club, Columbia and the Columbia "Old Blue" Club. The New York Athletic Club was a tough opponent. I believed we also played Manhattan College, and a team from Bermuda. We played a number of other teams that I cannot recall. We must have won those games!

The 1963 season was a total loss for me. I tore my anterior cruciate and lateral collateral ligaments (ACL & LCL) in my left knee during spring practice requiring surgery and a long rehab. I was back playing Right Wing for the 1964 season. I might have lost a step of speed, but I made up for it with my heart felt play.

· Doc Ellis ’62, Captain Army infantry, Disabled Veteran. Program Manager and Ordained Minister. Doc wrote:

“Within Our first group of ruggers I was found to be one of the larger guys and I started on a front line. As bigger, faster and better athletes started coming on board I was moved to the second row but that also was short lived and I was moved to “lock” but that too was short lived and I was moved to the second team.

I do remember playing the Westchester Country Club Ruggers in the Spring of ’61 at their club.  I remember the after-game soiree was delightful with kegs of beer and comradery with the other team.  As I recall, this was our first game away from WP.

In the spring of ’62 we played Columbia on their field.  They were a really good team. The “A” team lost by couple of points but the “B’ team rose to the occasion by a few points.  On line outs I ended up next to behemoth and he swung his arm to strike me in the head which would knock me off balance.  I got tired of this, ducked and drove a fist into his stomach and he stopped trying to hit me. 

We played the New York Rugby Club ruggers twice.  As I recall they might have been the first team we played.  They were mostly European immigrant ruggers that knew how to really play the game—winning handily. They commented on our drive, perseverance and excellent condition. Surprise, Surprise.”


· Norm Gill ’64, Retired Army Lieutenant Colonel. Norm remembers:

“Prior to rugby I had a shoulder repair operation as the result of a sloppy tackling injury in 150 football practice, thus prematurely ending that non-illustrious career.
 
The only insight I might have is the question, "How did cadets get into rugby, a sport that was non-existent at the time at West Point?" In my case, I was recruited by the DeVries brothers. Interestingly, I remember being super impressed by them more on the indoor Obstacle Course, than on the rugby field.  As an aside, was there any sport at West Point where those two brothers did not excel? So, I wonder what brought others onto the rugby field. Leadership (as my case with the DeVries).
 
As mentioned above, I arrived on the rugby field after a surgical repair of a shoulder.  So, what in that fertile cadet mind would make me think that rugby was the safe sport to be in? Certainly not recommended as rehab. I did reinjure the same shoulder in rugby.  Afterwards, my orthopod surgeon rightly suggested that such recurring shoulder injuries would challenge a medical commissioning board, or a medical board for the Infantry branch (both of which were in the future). So, I continued as spectator, but robust. 
 
As an aside, my first encounter with a DeVries after graduation was in 1966 when I was an infantry company CO, in a bit of a dust-up with the NVA. Russ came up on a command net of several infantry companies (not my battalion) maneuvering my way to even up the numbers. How does that saying go, "Upon the fields of friendly strife are sown the seeds that upon other field, on other days, will bear the fruits of victory."  Rugby, in full measure. Seems to me that my experiences with the DeVries brothers tended to lead to exciting times. 
 
Embrace the tiger and return to the mountain.”

· Tom Harman ’64, Captain USAF. Program and General Manager, Firm Principal and President. Left Wing and Scrum Half. Tom remembers:

“I joined the rugby team in the spring of 1962. I did not appear in the team photo, possibly because I had a separated shoulder. I recall we had a 40% injury rate. The camaraderie experienced on the team was unlike any I have enjoyed elsewhere. The fluid play that requires quick-thinking and trust in teammates is unmatched in other sports. I thank John Taylor and Ric Cesped for enabling me to learn and play the sport that taught me the true meaning of teamwork.

I remember playing the Manhattan Rugby Club and the Long Island Rugby Club, but the names may not be correct and the dates are foggy. The Long Island team seemed to have a lot of French immigrants and the Manhattan team had a lot of Brits and Irish. The Long Island team had a kicker that was accurate from long distances. After one game in Manhattan we went to a pub for beer and listened to great Irish singing and music.

We played one game in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx. Don't remember the opponent team. Just remember the field was strewn with some broken glass. Also we played a seven-a-side game inside what seemed to be a horse riding building in NYC that had a dirt surface that smelled of horse manure (nostalgic for a ranch kid from Wyoming).

In the early days, there were no substitutions and some games became a war of attrition. One game against Fordham saw Fordham end up with only a few players. I don't remember having "sin bins" in the early days. Either infractions were less severe or were simply penalized by free kicks or scrums.”
· Jerry Janicke '62, Retired USAF Colonel. West Point Army RFC Scrum Half. Jerry recalls:
 "I remember our last game. It was held at the football practice field on the plain. Ric Cesped had General Stillwell by his side most of the game. The General was dressed in army blues (quite formal for a rugby game). We trailed at the half but won the game. After the game Ric called me over to meet the general. I was the scrum half and the General congratulated me and the teams for our spirited win. What memory could be better? Our son played rugby for Arizona for four years. I was able to see him in action on a good team. I remember that the First Team had to play rugby well and to do that you had to trust your teammates. We trusted our brothers. This feeling of trust stayed with me as I was called to build teams throughout my Air Force career. " 
· Ray Klopotek '63, Retired USAF Officer and Aerospace Executive. Ray wrote: 
"It's been many years since I played on the rugby pitch at West Point. I was a halfback and enjoyed the game. Unfortunately, I broke my right thumb while being tackled. This probably also explains why I was not present for the rugby photo. I can identify with most, if not all of the players in the photo from the classes of 1962, 1963, and 1964. Lee 
Rizio, Steve Popielarski, Jerry Janicke, Tom Carney, to name a few, should all remember my participation on the pitch. " 
· Bill Kosco '62, Retired Colonel Corps of Engineers - West Point - Army RFC 
fullback. Bill remembers: 
"I joined the team in the spring of 1961 for initial training. At that time, I met for the first time Bob Strauss’61, the senior member of the new team. At 6’6” Bob played Army Basketball with Lee Anderson ’61. A year later at my graduation dinner I met his sister, Betty, and seven years after that Bob was my brother-in-law. In a letter Bob sent home at the time of his play he told his family he was enjoying learning to play rugby, but was avoiding the scrum so as not to put his flight school assignment in jeopardy. 
In the fall of 1961 I played fullback and remember getting my nose rearranged in the Dartmouth College game. I played again in the 1962 spring season, but mostly on our second team as fullback. I took my love for the sport to the University of Illinois (grad school) where I sustained a knee injury I can still talk about, but I played almost two seasons on its club team and made many “Commonwealth” friends.” My closest friend was my South African roommate and teammate—Ernst Giesske, a Chemistry PhD candidate. Years later his tragic death caused me to become even more appreciative of and closer to my Army Rugby Brothers.” 
· Paul Dee McNamara '62, Infantry Officer and entrepreneur. Paul remembers: 
"The biggest challenge as an ex-football player starting out in Rugby was THE TACKLE. Like Bob DeVries, it was a big adjustment for me not to hit the ball carrier with the explosive force to drive him back. I guess I had to learn the hard way. I am not sure what match it was, but I remember that first tackle. I saw stars as the runner's knee landed squarely on my right eye. On leave that weekend, everyone remarked what a beautiful purple color had taken over the right side of my face. That was not really a badge of courage, but more of a stern reminder of the price one can pay if not tackling the proper way. " 
· Wayne Parker '62, Major, Disabled Vietnam Veteran. Hooker, Wing Forward, on the First West Point RFC. Wayne wrote:
“Army Rugby was the most enjoyable and rewarding athletic event I played at West Point. As an individual, I experienced a genuine appreciation for success gained through teamwork. Knowledge of the personal and team efforts necessary to be an important part of a winning team remained with me later in both my military and civilian careers."

· Steve Perryman ’64, Captain, Corps of Engineers. Attorney at Law. Wing 3/4. Steve recalls:

“The day MacArthur addressed the Corps for the final time, various teams were initially excused from the noon meal.  I have no memory of how I got a jump on the sprint to the gym to change into my rugby gear, but I did.  This may be why I also missed the counter-announcement that teams WOULD attend the noon meal. Ever alert, I noticed, as I finished suiting up by my locker, that I was surprisingly alone.  Could I have missed something?  Drawing upon one of my key strengths (Wandering Around in Confusion), I made it back to the mess hall to hear fragments of MacArthur’s speech through the open doors. Could I tell a guard “All Right” and enter late?  Would I be presented with the Otis T. Lee Award (Out To Lunch)?  Well, some years back, Bill Jackman sent out a piece in response to the question, “Why Rugby Has Backs?”  Turns out I was a winger and, in Bill’s piece, a subset of the larger question is asked, "Why wingers?”  The author submits that, “The answer is simple.  Because these players who had very little ability and were the lowest in the backline pecking order, they were placed as far away from the ball as possible.”  On reflection, this seems to have applied to me quite well.  There I was as far from “the ball” as I could possibly get.  Upon graduation two years later, I wrote my congressman to thank him for my appointment.  In response, he sent a short note, along with 50 copies of MacArthur’s Final Address to the Corps.  I’ll never know if he was simply patriotic or if he knew something.”   

· Steve Popielarski ’63, Major, Corps of Engineers, Assistant District Attorney in Philadelphia. Hooker and then Coach of the West Point Army Rugby Team in 1963. Steve wrote:
“The total West Point experience influenced and affected my entire life. Separating rugby from that total experience for me seems to be stretching a point. While I was a coach and teacher, I relied on Denny Prudow for all admin work. The team had as players individuals who did not represent the kinds of problems for coaches that can be seen in professional sports. The players did pose problems or questions about who played where, but they showed up for practices and games. Having West Point cadets as team members made the job of “coaching” easier. There were no films of the games we played in 1961, 1962 or 1963 so nobody knows how good or bad we were as rugby players.”

· Dennis Prutow ’63, Captain, Signal and Chaplain Corp, Pastor and Retired Seminary Professor. Second Row. Dennis recalls:

“The “founders” picture is nicely framed is displayed in my study, a regular reminder of how we used to be. It’s a privilege to have been part of that crew. Replicas of the bronze founding plaque and the John L. Taylor First Team Brotherhood Award also have places of prominence. My youngest daughter attended John Brown University and during one visit, this little college was playing the University of Arkansas. My family laughed at me as I ran up and down the sideline peering into the scrum and pointing with glee. The Arkansas fellows tried to carry the day blocking and tackling like they were Playing football. How I remember working on making that transition so as not to wind up with a broken collar bone.  
Here are three main remembrances from those days. As the Program Coordinator-Manager and Club President (62-63), one of my tasks was to transport the team from the barracks down to the practice field. So, for practices, it was off to the motor pool, to pick a deuce-and-a-half, and haul the guys down by the river. Firstie year I recall that we travelled to Princeton for matches for both A and B teams. Since we were short a man for the B team game, I volunteered to play also in the second match. All I remember is that it was a real workout.
My third recollection takes us back down to the practice field. General Stillwell appeared and stood on the sidelined to watch our practice. I do not remember why, but it seems we were having trouble arranging the finances for uniforms. When I saw the General, I ran over to him. It probably went something like the following. “Cadet Prutow reporting, sir! Sir, may I ask a question?” I told the General about our dilemma and he graciously told me he would look into it. Apparently, he did, because, as I recall, whatever the difficulty was, it disappeared.
The discipline and workouts and comradery from our Rugby days still lingers and is an important part of my personal journey”.                
· Dennis Reimer '62, Retired Four Star General and 33rd Army Chief of Staff. First Army RFC Right Pillar (Prop). Dennis recalls:
 "l was always better on the right than the left and this is still the case. I weighed about 195 pounds. I remember going up against some teams whose players didn't have necks--- their shoulders just sort of merged with their heads. I can remember thinking how lucky I was to get out of some of those scrums with my head still in one piece. I imagine there are some who would blame some of my decisions as Chief on the fact that my brain got scrambled in some of those scrums". 
· Bill Scherr '62, Retired Armor Colonel, First Army RFC Scrum Half. Bill wrote:
"Rugby was the major influence in my development as a cadet. Playing rugby, I learned that hard work on the practice field (training) paid off in the game, and that it was the team that won, not the individual. I carried these two principles, learned on the Rugby Pitch, throughout my professional life.”
In recalling those early days Bill remembers: ”during our first practices we didn’t have uniforms. Half of us had to turn our USMA Sweat Shirts inside out to distinguish the two sides. One afternoon, walking back to the barracks, after practice, I was written up by the OIC for being out of uniform because I was wearing my muddy sweatshirt inside out. My understanding is that my TAC threw it out. If I remember correctly our first game against the NYRC was decided by a kick. The kicker was featured in Sport Illustrated‘s "Faces in the Crowd" for setting a record with the length of the kick.”
· Mike Schredl '62, Retired USAF Colonel, and High School teacher. First West Point Army RFC Left Pillar (Prop). Mike remembered:
“Memorable was a 62-yard field goal Westchester NYRC kicked against us in the 1962 game. There was a small article in Sports Illustrated about that game claiming that it was the longest field goal ever made either in American Football or Rugby. 
During games, Coach Ric Cesped ’62 would safeguard our rings, wallets and other valuables in a bag, that all of us called our “valuables bag”, except for Ric. He pronounced it as the “waluables bag”. Because English was not his first language. He pronounced his V's very strongly, and we would mimic him saying "waluables bag", and some of us, who still have our distorted cadet jailhouse humour, still do this to this day.” 
Mike continued to recall his rugby years, “I still think about the front line of the scrum. It consisted of Dennis Reimer (A1), Steve Popielarski ‘63, and me (A1). Since Denny and I were over 6 feet tall and Popielarski was quite a bit shorter, I remember that his legs would often leave the ground as Denny and I literally picked him off the ground while the scrum was driven forward. With both feet off in the air Steve was able to control the ball and we did very well in scrum situations. 
I was a prop, or “pillar”, as Ric called the position. I played on the left side and Denny Reimer played on the right. We referred to ourselves as the left or right pillar, but pillars, or props, as they are called today, are also called “Loosehead” and “Tighthead Props”. 
The difference is how we'd hook up with the opposing team. We did not engage head on, face to face, as sometimes one does in football. Rather our heads went into the gaps between the heads of two opposing players. Three players created two gaps, so one of the props (Loosehead) had his head outside of the scrum, chafing just one cheek against a 
grizzly opponent while the other prop (Tighthead had his head in between the opposing hooker and prop, chafing both cheeks). But in a quickly developing ruck, I sometimes never knew if I would be the Loosehead or the Tighthead until the two teams locked up. We would try to get our head into the desired gap, and so did our opponents, so it didn't always work out. I think I actually preferred to be the Loosehead, as I felt I had more control of the scrum there. 
To form a scrum we would first hook up together, Reimer, Popielarski and me and then rush into the opponents, who were doing the same thing. Sometimes I got a good bump on my noodle when I was driving toward the gap and my counterpart did likewise. To form a loose scrum we had to move right along with the ball so as to form up over it as soon as the back let it go. Not only did we have to race up and down the field non-stop with the backs, but also laterally at the same time, in order to follow the quick flow of the passing game. I'll tell you right now, if you don't like to run, you won't enjoy rugby. 
Dennis Reimer and I would work very hard to not let the scrum be turned. Of course, when the props got a tremendous push like the push we'd get from George Perry and Dennis Prutow, our scrum was rarely turned. What was even more amazing was that Perry and Prutow were always right there along with the ball. They were strong, quick, 
and in great shape! 
Ric Cesped was always hollering for us to keep our backs straight. But I knew he wasn’t shouting at Denny Reimer and me. With the tremendous push, we always received from the second row, George Perry and Dennis Prutow, if we would not have kept our backs perfectly straight, the push would have transformed our image from ramrod straight West Point cadets to that of a one hump camel. For me, that thought was far more motivational than Ric’s constant hollering. And for Denny, the future Army Chief of Staff, that image just wouldn’t go.”
Mike continued, “Looking back now some 50 years later I think that the success on the field was a direct result of the overall experience of being at West Point. In our first regular scheduled year to have two of our players selected to the All Eastern Rugby Union team was truly an accomplishment. Our fullback, Lee Rizio’63 and Wayne Parker ’62 were selected to play on the Eastern All-League team against Canada's All League team.
 Some of the teams we’d played were Athletic Clubs consisting of older players with a lot of earlier experience playing in other countries. There is no doubt in my mind that we were successful and won so many games because we were more disciplined, determined, had better teamwork, and were in better physical condition. I think that many of us only realized that years later. Without such training and leadership, we would not have been successful. It also showed in our 
obtaining advanced degrees professional Military Education and in our military and civilian careers.” 
· Larry Spear ’63, Served in the USAF and became an ordained Baptist minister. Larry recalls fondly:
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Ah, the Rugby days! Standing down there counting the boxcars going by with Rizio-who played safety. I played from the start because I was too big to play 150 lb. football. I remember playing in the seven-a-side tournament. We also played for a few minutes during half time for one of the football games at the stadium. I do remember going to play at Princeton because I got knocked silly during that game. I also remember beating Notre Dame in the spring of 1963 (I think it was the spring). We did play several times down in Manhattan. Really do miss playing the game. Watch it on TV whenever it is on. One memorable game was on Blaik’s Lake during a rainstorm and the Commandant, General Stilwell, attended. He cheered as much as anyone. Funny story about that-when I was in ‘Nam as a Forward Air Controller (USAF), I worked some with the 101st. At a briefing for General Stilwell, I introduced myself and mentioned Rugby. He said he remembered and as a result, we were some of the few people who had unlimited access to the General’s racquetball court!! So, RUGBY RULES!!”
· Ken Sprague '64, Retired Lieutenant Colonel, Corps of Engineers. West Point - Army RFC coach in 1963-4. Ken remembers: 
"If I remember well, it was in one of the Westchester matches that one of their props had his breastbone severed from his ribs at the bottom of a collapsed loose scrum. And didn't Westchester win that first game by a 60+-yard penalty kick that was written up in Sports Illustrated? I also remember a match. It was Firstie year when the ref didn't show until 
half time and I refereed the game. When the real ref showed up both sides voted for me to continue but the ref pointed out that the rules we were playing by required him to ref (otherwise he wouldn't have gotten paid)! 
While I reminisce, I recall my OAO (now my wife Margo) would wonder which side of my face my nose would be on (it was frequently broken at rugby). I was scheduled for reconstructive surgery Firstie year, but the doctor found little wrong with my nasal passages. I told him that I had it fixed by a pre-med student at Columbia University. He was nonplussed so I explained that a student had kicked me in the face in a rugby match 
and straightened it out!" 
Note: Ken played in 1961 and 1962. After the Class of 1962 graduated Ken continued to play under the coaching of Steve Popielarski in 1963.  After the class of '63 graduated, Ken took over the coaching duties. Ken continued: 
"After three years scrimmaging and playing rugby, First Class year was hard for me; I wanted to play and did occasionally on the B side. But for the best of the team, I made a better coach than player. I learned the value of teamwork. there were no stars, just a team that trained, played, and bled together. This helped in later years to be able to delegate 
even when I felt I could contribute as a "player." I believe this helped me become a better manager (coach) in later life. I retired from the Army Corps of Engineers as the Honolulu District Engineer and I directed three different departments for the City and County of Honolulu before my final retirement in 2001." 
· George Telenko '62, Retired Armor Colonel - First West Point RFC Scrum Lock. Upon retirement, he became a Vice President for General Motors. George indicated:
 “I was extremely proud to play on the first rugby team at West Point because it made me feel that we were writing a new chapter in the history of West Point! 
 For me, learning to play rugby was difficult because of having been trained as a football player. What I learned on that rugby field has helped me take on many challenges in life. I learned that no matter what my previous knowledge or experience, I could adapt myself to any new situation using the basic truths I learned on that rugby field. If you attack any problem in life with an open mind and hard work you can always count on succeeding!"
    Note: During an active Duty tour, "Tank" Telenko was assigned to a major American Automobile Manufacturing company for industrial training and was then selected as the Commander of the Lima Tank Plant where he supervised the manufacturing and delivery of the first-year production of the Abrams M-l Main Battle Tank.  
Bob Wells '62, Retired Air Force Lieutenant Colonel. Bob recalls: 
"I played both years in 1961 and 1962. One event I recall happened during a game with non-college team from Long Island (older guys who apparently mostly came from Ireland and the UK). I was at the bottom of a scrum with the ball and someone above me yelled, “Watch out for his head!" and someone else responded yelling, “Hell, send his head out!" 
Bob also added: “I was especially grateful for the job Ric Cesped did in teaching us how to tackle while minimizing potential for injury.  When we started the 1962 season, I recall that a number of “B” squad football players turned out and they didn’t initially adapt well to Ric’s rugby-type tackling instruction.” 

C. No Man Left Behind
       During the peer review of the developing First Team commentary it was discovered that not all members of the First Team had received recognition. Not to overlook their Founder’s status and contributions they made in creating Army Rugby we formally acknowledge:
· Pierce Jude Hanley ‘62
A team, class, and company mate remembers Pierce Hanley:   
“PJ” was commissioned in AF and began his career with a degree from NYU in Industrial Engineering through AFIT. Pierce married Maura McCarthy on 15 September 1964. Pierce died in a tragic auto accident on 29 May 1987 and unfortunately West Point and our nation lost a very talented individual who was well respected by all who knew him. As a cadet Pierce helped everyone, which might have cost him stars. He was an extremely versatile athlete and it was not unusual for him to play rugby one day and tennis, basketball, or boxing the next.  Pierce was rock solid, easy going, and well respected by his company mates in A1.  He excelled in everything he did whether it was on a rugby pitch or in Thayer Hall.  PJ was proud to be a member of the First Team and all of us were happy he was there—he was a winner.   
· Homer Jay Holland ‘63

Homer recalls with affection his experience playing rugby at West Point, while admitting his memory, like most, is fuzzy on the details. He added academic credentials to Army Rugby graduating first in the Class of 1963. While on active duty he obtained two Masters Degrees at MIT, had a tour in VN and an assignment in the Office of the Assistant Vice Chief of Staff. While in the Pentagon he attended GWU at night and earned a doctorate in business. Upon leaving the service, he was Senior Vice President at the First National Bank of Chicago and President of the Exchange National Bank in Chicago. He currently is Chairman of Holland Partners, Inc., the management firm he founded in 1983 to acquire and rehab troubled financial institutions. Ruck on, Homer

· Norton Wilson ‘63

Lynn Cook ’63 and classmates remember; “Butch” Wilson, 2d Lt, US Army, infantry:

“Upon graduation, “Butch” was commissioned into the Infantry. After completing his basic schools in Ft Benning GA, he returned to Highland Falls to marry his high school sweetheart, Phyllis Graziano.  “Butch” began his first, and only, tour of duty in Germany.  In only his third week of duty, while on night maneuvers with his platoon, he sacrificed his life in an effort to save the life of one of his men.  Both were hit and killed by a train on March 30, 1964. “Butch” was award the Soldier’s Medal, the highest peacetime award by the Army, for his selfless act of bravery.
For his classmates and fellow ruggers, we can only take great pride in having had the honor to be associated with such wonderful friend and teammate.”

D. A Record of Achievement—The Rest of the Story

Prior to the 50th reunion of the Class of 1962, mike Schredl gave all members of the First Team an opportunity to contribute to The Rest of the Story. This allowed anyone from the founding years to add his or her knowledge to The Early Years of Rugby at West Point.

Subsequently, Mike reported his findings: “We were able to identify 45 of the 61  charter members of the West Point-Army Rugby Football Club. After fifty years I discovered these original Army First Team members had a significant professional history, sacrifice, and record of achievement, which can be summarized as follows:

· Four made the ultimate sacrifice for our country
· Three were disabled during the Vietnam War
· One Four Star General and Army Chief of Staff
· One Lieutenant General
· Ten Colonels 
· Seven Lieutenant Colonels
· One Rhodes Scholar 
· Five Doctorate Degrees
· Two ministers
· One Judge
· One Assistant District Attorney
· Three Attorneys
· Two Educators
· One City Planner
· One Olympic and International Games Results and IT Manager
· One Vice President of a major automobile manufacturer 
· Nine became entrepreneurs-creating businesses after retirement
· One Partner and President, Latin America Region, Bechtel Corporation
· One Chief Engineer for a Major Defense Contractor
· Three have sons or daughters who have graduated from the Military Academy
All Forty-five proved to be outstanding citizens of the United States.”


E. An Address by Dennis J. Reimer, General US Army (Retired) and 33rd Army Chief of Staff.
       On the occasion of the Brothers’ Legacy Event (BLE) Dinner to be originally held on 21 March 2020, during the 2d Annual Army Rugby Legacy Weekend (ARLW), the First Team’s Denny Reimer ‘62 was asked to be the keynote speaker. However, due to Coronavirus assembly precautions and protocols the ARLW events were postponed, to be rescheduled again in March 2021. Denny Reimer’s remarks and message were to address standards and how they are important to any team. He was going to emphasize the foundation that the Army Rugby Team was built on standards and that our Warrior Sport led to the Warrior Creed and a Value Based/Mission Focused Army.  His remarks were to challenge our younger brothers to take a good internal look at themselves to see if they are being all they can be and considering the team first in all they do.
      The First Team is honored to have the opportunity to be associated with one of our own who made it to top and is now sharing his insight and wisdom with brothers of all stripes and ages. His message will have enduring value and we hope to have a way of incorporating its essence into the First Team Legacy initiative.
     It is our intent to include General Reimer’s remarks in the final released copy of the First Team History.
        In General Reimer’s own words, “……………..” 
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