Battery Maintenance

Safety:

· Keep flames, sparks or metal objects away from batteries

· Always wear eye protection, gloves, protective clothing when working with batteries

· Check that terminals are properly tightened, terminals that are too tight or too loose could result in post breakage, meltdown or fire (Do not torque over 105 INCH LBS)

Watering:

· Add water, never acid, to cells (distilled water recommended)

· DO NOT OVERWATER!

· Check water level once a month

· ALWAYS MAKE SURE THE PLATES ARE COVERED WITH WATER WHEN BATTERIES ARE NOT CHARGED FULLY

· IF the batteries are fully charged, add water to a level 1/8” below the bottom of the fill tube.

· After watering, replace and tighten all vent caps

Inspection & Cleaning

· Keep batteries clean and dry from residue

· Check that all vent caps are tight

· Use a solution of baking soda and water to clean acid residue on the batteries or corrosion on the terminals. (Never clean batteries with vent caps off or loose)

· Terminal protectors, protective spray or petroleum jelly should be applied to terminals to reduce corrosion

Storage / Maintenance

· Batteries should be fully charged prior to and during storage.

· Every time you finish using the car be sure to plug in to get batteries back to a full charge (This will help with the life of the batteries)

· Storing over the winter be sure to keep charger plugged in and once a month unplug from the car for about 20 seconds and plug back in to bring batteries back to a full charge.

· Never discharge batteries completely (Below 31.5 Volts)

· Store is a cool, dry place

· Make sure the batteries are fully charged before putting back in service.

· Cars stored more than 3 months should have a battery minder / tender maintenance charger connected your car. This increases the battery life up to 35% 

· Put car in tow position

