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Preface

The purpose and goal of this book is to help the disciple of Christ in their faith and walk
with God. This is the one area that will be attacked mdwstlthe antichrist and Satan in the Last
Days and if we hope to stand firm during the trials and tribulation, we must stand firm in Christ
Jesus, with the full armour of God on (Eph 6111).

The Word of God is where we find the truth about doctrinesermiteg our faith walk in
Christ. The Wordand the studying of it, is where we find love, hope, mercy and grace. It is the
foundation stone to our walk here on earth, but this kind of study does not come easy and is
sometimes difficult to understand. Thegjois not to be our enemy, but it is ttleannel and way
that God uses to give ksowledge, wisdom and understandingPlus, it is the way that God
uses to help break the cords and chains so that the enslaved and captive can be set free (Isa 58:6;
John 8:8).

ADiIi sci pl es 6 FRr tishtleitipel fa ghis bdok for several reasons. One
because we first must come into a personal relationship with Christ Jesus through faith and
commit to following Him only; this is what makes us a disciple of Hiso8dly, it is a walk of
faith ard trust both in God and His Word. Thirdly, it takes the discipline of study and to apply
daily the God given principles that the Word commands us to live by. Paul tells Tinficdhy,
studyto show himself approved, a workmdmatt does not need to be ashamede who is in a
right way di vi diignothy2:@5).wor d of trut ho

David exhorts us to meditate on the Word of God, to reflect and let it become planted
deep in our hearts. We are told that, for this man, he is likeegplanted by the rivers ofater.
He is a person that shall bear fruit, his leaves will not wither and whatever he does shall prosper,
all because he delights in and meditates on the law of the LORD (F.1Without being
grounded and rooted in thWord, you cannot produce fruitThe ground gives sustenance and
strength. The root is the channel that connects the nutrients ingiviigy food, so the plant can
grow. Grounding and rooting are the beginning foundation stonkgtogrow, mature and
bear fruit by. Do not feathe Word of God for it is to be a light unto our path, a guide and road
map to help us to get through the challenges that we face here on earth (Ps 119:105).

What follows is an overview of the major doctrines of the Ciamsfaith, a study of
theology. The wordheology simple translated meansfias t u d y .ddxhoiGyoud to please
take time each day to draw cl| os@etintdtlie Worde t eac
of God so that the Word of God can get into you

The purpose of this booklet is not to try to prove or defend these doctrines. The goal here
is to help the believer of Jesus Christ to understand what are the disciplines that one needs to
understand, so we can be a true disciple, one who could treatidd C h r i s ar CHristidne 0
(Acts 11:26). The early disciples were also known as, pebple o wer e o fActt he Wa
9:2), because their lives exemplified the teachings of Christ ithallthey did and how they
spoke to others around them. Our hagpéo help build a strong foundation on the rock of Jesus
Christ concerning what a disciple should beldi
their lives here on earth.

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 3
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Introduc tion

At the birth of the church, because there was a lack okooncerning the Christian
faith, the early disciples developed a statement that contains many of the doctrines of faith. It
was known as thApostles Creed.

| believe in God the Father Alghty,
Maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Sour Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
Born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, dead, and buried:
He descended into hell;
The third day he rose agairoin the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
And sitteth on the rightdand of God the Father Almighty;
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Ghost;
The holy Catholic Church;
The Communion of Saints;
TheForgiveness of sins;
The Resurrection of the body,
And the Life everlasting.
Amen

This was a statement that was used by the disciples to remember the basic fundamentals of
their faith, plus it was a tool for sharing their faith about Jesus Christ tesothean be broken
down into three parts, highlighting the Triune God; Fat8en and Holy Spirit.

Then later on time the early church fathers created and developed what is known as the
Nicene Creedaround 325 AD.

| believe in one God, the Father Alghty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things, visible
and invisible; And n one Lord Jesus Christ, the osdggotten Son of God, begotten by the
Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being ofone substance with the Father, by whom all things were made. Who, for us Inegame

for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilatsyfféeed and

was buried; and on the third day He rose again, according to thptGes; and ascended to the
heavens, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
the living and the dead; whose kingdom shallemeand. And | believe in the Holy Ghost, the
Lord and Giver of life; who proceedi®m the Father (and his Son); who with the Father and the
Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. And | believe one holy
catholic and apostle alrch. | acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and look for
the resurection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 4
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This was the way a disciple could know what the truth of God is and how to discern what
was falseteaching. When one understands theology or doctrine, one then is able to stand strong
in ther faith and become bolder in their proclamation of their faith, concerning the teachings of
God and man to others.

What follows is not so much a systematic stoflgloctrine, but just an overview in short
form of what a disciple should believe in and limg. The simplicity of this book is meant to
open the door for the disciple to begin the process of thinking and understanding what it means
to be a true followenof Jesus Christ. When one believes clearly in their heart and has an
understanding what it naas to be a disciple, soon one will begin to see the fruit of the Spirit
fl owing out through oneé6és I|ife intoyall the v

But before we get started, we should take a moment to define several words:

Disciple: Follower, believer, supporter, devotee, student, learner. A disciple is one who
follows after the imparted knowledge of a teacher; disciples emulate the lifektyle o
teacher. In the New Testament people were called by Christ to follow Him and in so
doing they became His disciples. (Both men and women can be called disciples).

Theology: The study of God. This can come in a variety of forms and methods, but the
goal is to seek the truth of who God is, and how He personally interacts with man here on
earthand with all of His creation.

Doctrine: A system of teachi napdabaunwhe God ishptus itGo d 6 s
also containing laws and regulations to help guide the believer in Christ Jesus. The
disciple is to hold firm to the doctrines of the WartdGod; they are there to nurture us

and help to bear fruit for the honour and glofyChrist Jesus; they are the teachings and
foundation stones of the church of Jesus Christ, with which we are to train and correct
other disciples (1 Timothy 3:167).

Faith: Confidence, trust, assurance, belief, obedience. For disciples, faith isgputti
complete trust and confidence in Jesus Christ, stepping out into the unknown and
believing that He can carry us through this life, until we meet Him face to facerin glo
Hebrews chapter 11 is a testi monyaicthhagp)t er

Discipline: Regulation, order, control, obedience, correction, punishment; discipline can
also mean a form of training. A disciple comes under the disciplinesoftdacher. The
disciple is subject to the way, truth and life of Christ Jesus (14186).

Principle: Rules, tenants, code, guideline; they are like signpost on a highway to help
guide us on our life journey here on earth. These teachings are thenegias into an
evergreater personal experience with God Almighty and of knowirgypérsonal will

and direction for our lives.

These words are to be deeply rooted together, for the disciple needs to be spending time
learning the theology and the daots of the Bible. The challenges are that this takes discipline
and time. Going totwurch on Sunday or attending a midweek meeting will not bring the disciple

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 5
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of Christ into a deeper understanding of the Word of God. The Word must get into our heart
before it will be able to make any changes to our thinking and to our actions. The rposiain

point concerning theology is having a relationship with Chrgstelationship which is truly built

on faith. We must make a deep conscious decision on how vgeiageto handle and believe in

this book called the Bible. We need not to fret beeahe Father has sent forth the Holy Spirit to
comfort and teach us, but it means praying and studying together. (Luke 12:12; John 14:26; 1
Cor 2:1213)

Paul tells Timadby several times in his writings concerning the importance of sound
doctrine.

Let us hear what Paul says to the young man Timothy:
If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ,
nourished in the words of faitand of the gooddoctrine which you have carefully
followed.1 Timothy 4.6

Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortationgdictrine 1 Timothy 4:13

Take heed to yourself and to ttiectrine Continue in them, for doing this you will save
both yourself and those who hear yduTimothy 4:16

Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who
labor in the word andloctrine. 1 Timothy 5:17

Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke count their masters wathyonor,
so that the name of God and Higdrine may not be blasphemet Timothy 6:1

If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to tloctrine which accords with godlinesse s proud,
knowing nothing, but is obsessed wiibpaites and arguments over words, from which
come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, useless wrangling of men of corrupt minds
and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means ofgaim.such
withdraw yourself.1 Timothy 6:36

But you have carefully followed myoctrine manner of life, purpose, faith,
longsuffering, love, perseveran&Timothy 3:10

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable doictrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in rigteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good wa2kTimothy 3:1617

For the time will come when they will not endure sodadtrine, but according to their
own desiresbecause they have itching ears, they will hepdor themselves teachers;
and they will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to faBl@smothy 4:3

4

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 6



5L{/Lt[9{Q twLb/Lt[9{

Paul wanted Timothy to know that whatever one does it must be built on sound doctrine.
Knowing this exhortation from Paul to Timothlet us begin oujourney into studying the

doctrines of the Bible. It is hoped that after each chapter one will pray and commit to following
these truths no matter what the cost may be.

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES
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Chapter One
Teachings on the Bible

"And that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the

wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jealsscripture is

inspired by Godand profitable for teaching, foreproof, for correction, fortraining in

ri ghteousness; so that the man of God may be
2 Timothy 3:1517

Introduction

The Bible is a collection of divinely inspired books, 66 in number, 39 of which are found
in the Hebrew or the Old Testamtesection of the Bible. The Greek section or what is also
known as the New Testament is made up of 27 books. The Bible was authored by at least 40
people and later was canonized by the church fathers around 300 AD. Todagrislated into
hundreds olanguages worldwide. There is another title the Bible is sometimes called by; the
Old Covenant and the New Covenant. God is a covenant making God and throughout history has
entered into covenants with His children. It was a Wet God choose to reach datman and
to make with Him a binding agreement between Himself and mankind. The complete Bible
which was written over thousands of years is a testimony of God both creating man and walking
with man both physically and spiritiiahere on earth. The Bibie a history of God reaching out
to man giving to him an opportunity to see His redemptive story that was brought about through
His Son Jesus Christ.

It is key that as we study theology and with that, we also must underb&anaeainings
of various typeof words that relate to the doctrine at hand. We need to study deeper when it
comes to words so that we do not just have a veneer type of understanding of what they mean,
but an indepth knowledge and wisdom of how these wmitteords build for us a picta, of
what we should believe in and to live by.

Definition
The Word: A single distinct meaningful element of thought expressed by speech or
writing. Jesus Himself announced that He was the Word (John 1:Bsalm 119:4172

gives to us the big picture of the awesomeness of the Wosdai ah tel |l s us,
withers, the fl owers fade, but the word of
(Scripture) is to be the discipl e@bethest anda

way, truth and life in all areas, we are calledé&obedient to the Word and live out our
lives according to it.

The Word of God: TheBible is the way that God communicatedhtself and Hiswill to

humanity through thevriters of its books. TheWor d ( Scr i pt ur e) i's to
standard by whiclme lives. Again, we are called to be obedient to the Word and to live

out our lives according to its teaching. Christ has sent the Holy Spirit to help us fulfill His

high calling which He has giveto us through His Word.

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 8
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The Bible: It means Holy Scripbr Scripture, Word of God. The Bible is made up of 66
books from the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures; the word Bible comes from the Greek
word biblia which means books. For the disciple it is thellitfie Word of God given or
breathed forth by God to man whin turn, wrote these things down so that we could
understand and come to know God better and fuller.

Scriptures:Sacred writings; the precious Word of
inspired Word, Revelation of God. The number of scriptural baakes in the Christian

church (apocryphal books are sometimes included), but the standard number is 66. We
have the Old Testament or the Hebrew Scriptures, and then we have the Greek New
Testamehwhich was written in the years following the death arslinection of Jesus

Christ.

Covenant: Agreement, contract, treaty, promise, pledge. In the Bible, this word relates to
an agreement that is made between God and man; some covenants are fait af perio
time, others are everlasting. Communion is a timeetoember a covenant that Christ
made between the disciple and Himself.

Testament: Either of the two major portions of the Holy Bible, the New Testament and
the Old Testament Scriptures. Both testats provide historical evidence concerning
people and evds. They recount for us the actions of God in the history of mankind.

Each word shows to us a different aspect concerning the doctrine of the Bible. These
words teach us and give to us a multyalew of what the Bible is to the disciple of Christ. These
words also show to us the extent of God desire to communicate with man here on earth.

Scripture
AYowWardi s a | amp to my f ePBstl19dobd a | i ght t o m

AThe gr ass wisfateebutshgVordtchfe Gd do wsetraleaths40Bor ever .

Al n t he be gWandnandtlggWondavas withnGed, and thé/ord was God. It

was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him
nothing was made that was made.Him was life, and the life was the light of men, and
the light shines in the darkneX®Bnl:is5and t he

So Jesus was saying to those Jews, who had believed Him, if you conttyueand,
then you are truly disciplesf mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make
you free.John 8:32

Psalm 119 tells us what the Word of God can do for thessli It relates to us that the
Scriptures can be a light unto our feet and a light for our path. The discifbrist is on a
journey here on earth, a journey that is full of shadows and darkness and to be able to walk this
journey without stumbling waeed the Word of God as our Divine light. But then the Gospel of
John (1:15) explains to us really who this Wors, it is not just a bunch of words on a page
assembled together as a book, but we are told that this Word is the living Word of God, a title
showing us how trustworthy and truthful the Bible is. Jesus Christ as the Word becomes a light

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 9
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for our hearts tdollow, and a light which will guide us on our journey here on earth. Finally,
Jesus states to the disciples, that they are truly His anavinficafter His Word, the truth of the

word of God will set them free. There is nothing that Satan has boundhuthati Christ and His

Word cannot deliver us from. If we call upon His name and believe in our hearts and confess
with our mouths (Rom 10:20), and we will be set free (John 8:33)!

There are five more descriptive words that we must take time to untkestaa disciple
of Christ, if we hope to have a clearer outlook of what this doctrine concerning the Bible means
and why it is so important faus in our walk of faith with Jesus Christ. These words are to help
us to see the bigger picture concerning himigque and special the Bible is.

First, the word Revelation:

It is a disclosure or the revealing of something that was unknown, often a divine truth that
i s made known t o ma nrevelatiengounsmnkinda lderev@aledtd sstheéi vi n e
full nature of God the Father. The entire 66 books of the Bible revas the complete plan of
G o drédemption. It is arevelation that starts on the first day of creation and will end when all
things have come to an end, w h leba full esthidishedn e w ki
The purpose of the Bibleistorevelo ma ke known, to show the gre
how He is reaching out to mankind, to redeem us back from a life of sin and death. It reveals
Godds Good News st oarpgrsomaardhave eternalife thiouylu esuhCGhnst
as our pesonal Lord and Saviour.

God desires that men and women would have the ability to know personally who He is
and why He has done what He has done throughout the ages. His Word shows us a divine
purpose and goal for all that He does and has done.

Second, tlke word Infallible or Infallibility:

These two theological terms are used to describe that the Bible or the Word of God,
meaning that the Bible is trustworthy, accurate, reliable, perfeceatpaxempt from liability or
error; that the Bible does not mwadict itself or teach one truth in one part, then teach an
opposite or different truth in another part; the Bible is trustworthy, balanced and truthful in all
areas.

The Word of God shoultbe seen as a complete structure, held together by truth. Each
word of the Scripture is like a brick in the building, built on the firm foundation of Jesus Christ
and strengthened and secured by God Almighty Himself. Many have tried to say that the
Scriptues are full of errors and contradictions, but in reality, th#eBs firmly unified together
by the Holy Spirit who gives to the Word itéds

Thirdly, the word Inspiration:

It can be described as motivationpsailation, encouragement or an idea. A theological
term that eplains the supernatural process whereby God influenced Biblical writers to record the
words of Scripture, the result of which was the Word of God; it was like God Himself speaking
through manGod through the Holy Spirit illuminates or sheds light on thepBure so that as
we read it, it speaks to our hearts and touches us with truth and conviction.

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 10
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The idea of inspiration gives to us a picture of how God moved upon men and women
that were ispired by the Holy Spirit to write down and record bettents and teachings about
God and mankind. The Word itself brings life and out of that life we can be encouraged and
uplifted. These words also bring to us through inspiration, peace and insigivhimtwe are and
what our purposes are here on earth. Wued of God is there to move man from just thinking
of things here on earth to thinking about things in heaven. It moves us from the physical realm to
seeing and understanding a little bit more oftvie spiritual realm is all about and how it can
affed our daily lives.

Fourthly, the word Inerrancy:

It is another theological term used to describe the Bible or the Word of God; it means
"without error” (inerrancy). The original manuscripts wereefriegom error and contradiction;
the Bible is trustworthybalanced and truthful in all areas. Throughout history mankind has
struggled with this doctrinal term. It seems so concrete, a word that has very little flexibility to it.
You either accept its defition concerning the Word of God or you will reject Ttaroughout
history many have tried to show that the Scriptures are full of error while others have tried to
burn or destroy it. They have tried to and still are trying to remove the Scripturedh&dace of
the earth, but no matter what they do and thand they try to destroy it, it remains alive and
trustworthy. It is a sword that can penetrate deep within the heart of man (EphA&1A).
disciple we must understand that it is not the Wordof Gd t hat needs to <ch
himself who needs to cange.For Isaiah tells usi b u t the Word of God s
(Isa 40:8). The key question is what are we standing on and what are we basing our lives on? Are
we depending on the truth and swe of the world that proclaims that it is without eyrar are
we building on the foundation of the Word of God, believing in our hearts in the inerrancy of the
Word of God and that it is true truth.

an
h &

For our modern age today, and even for the chureh,Word becomes very difficult
because if you state thgbu believe in the inerrancy of the Word of God you are then stating
that i1t is without error, It is truthful from
word that expresses to mandi how they should live before God and how they showiel |
towards one another. When one believes in the Word of God it does not give us the freedom to
pick and choose what we desire to believe and what we do not want to believe. As a disciple we
must lok at the Word of God as the complete truth and revelatsiowho He is and what He
will do and how He will judge mankind concerning the past, present and future.

Finally, the word Authority:

It means power, ability, influence, weight; in God there isathority over everything in
heaven and on earth (1 Cb5:24). Christ, at the end of His earthly ministry, gave authority to
the disciples (Matt 10:1; Tit 2:15MWhen the disciple abides in Christ (John 15:111), he
becomes t he ¢ hannigyland@dwer@®Hhlow tlrdughsnot dacausemf who
we are but because of who He is in us (Luke 9:1)We become His ambassadors of
reconciliation to a lost world (2 Cor 5:20).

The words fipower and authorityo aereonoften
earth. The Holy Spirit is the power of the Godihemoving to and fro throughout the earth (2
Chr 16:9). He was sent by the Father in heaven to empower the disciple (Acts -BBs@:that
he may be able to overcome the trials and the snarestari Sare on the earth. The Word of

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 11
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God shows to us thahe triune God who is Creator of all heavens and earth, who has all
authority over everything throughout this universe. But because God moved with His authority
and power upon men and women to writavd His words, people now have a record before
them,tha woul d show where they came from, and
be. If we open up our hearts to the Word of God, we will quickly see the authority and power
that these words haveetause they have been anointed by God as His persstialdey to all
creation.

The Apostle Paul spent a lot of time instructing Timothy on the importance of the Word
of God and how this Word of God would cause him to be a worker that needs not tatedsh
(2 Tim 2:15). There is a great need for peopléna¢hurch to get back to studying the Word of
God. In the last days the Antichrist will come and because people will not have a firm foundation
in the Word of God, we are told that they will be letbideception following other gods. (Matt
24:11; 2 Pet &7)

Then he goes on and tells Timothy why this Word is so important and why it must be

wh

proclaimed to all that will hear. He tells TimothiyPr each t he wor d! Be read

of season. Corince, rebuke, exhort, with all suffering and teachingr. #he time will come when

they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have
itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turnedusiraway from

the truth, and b g2 Timur24)eTte Wosl iwas eot only to bealdaines sinal
obeyed, but it was given so that we could give it away to others. We also need to be faithful in
communicating this Word to other people. Wedé&e communicate and apply the Word to our
lives accordng to how it was written by the Holy Spirit in the former days and is now spoken to
us by His still small voice.

Now let us look at 10 areas where the Word can help the disciple in their every#ay wal
here on earth. If we hope to have a victorious life,nged to make these principles clear within
our mind and foundational within our heart. When our heart has become firmly rooted then our
outward thinking and countenance will change, and otherseellIChrist in us.

Principle One: THE WORD ASNSPIRATION
i A | Stripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for

every g olortothymsi K . 0

The wordinspired means God-breathed; prompted by or emanating from a supernatural source.
Synonymsprompted, gave rise to, animated, breathed out, influenced.

Everything that God has made here on earth has come from God spedtatig From

the first day ofcr eati on to the present day, God speal

words are inspiring and have inspired countless of people through the ages. The Bible is known
as The Word or the Scriptures given to us by God whoeahaypon people to write downhat
He had spoken into their hearts.
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Godbés word speaks directly from God to the
those who obey it and |ive by it. Gododés Word
Him. It is also to show us theay out of a life of sinfulness and bondage. The Word has been
described by many other names, but the most important to the believer is that it has been and still
is inspired by God. One aut hlathe grodutiors adscrigture bioth God and man
were active participants. God was the source of the content of Scripture, so that what it says is
what God has said. But the human author also actively spoke; he was more than a recorder. Yet
what he said came from God. Althougttively speaking, he was cad along by the Holy
Spi r(R.1823mf the New American Standard Bible foot notes)

The OId and New Testaments carry the stories of thousands of people, spanning
thousands of years and relating to the reader the messége df6 s gr ace amddt | ove
is a redemptive story that includes the laws, commands, promises, poetry, letters and
biographies. It is also full of prophecy that was spoken to His people and fulfilled by God.
Scripture points to two climactic eventOne was the first coming &@hrist as messiah and
servant to a lost world and His crucifixion and resurrection from the dead. The second will be
His coming back as King of Kings to judge and then to set up His Kingdom here on earth.

The inspired Word oGod is also truth and hopkat we all can live by. It has the power
through the work of the Holy Spirit to break the cords and ropes of this world that bind. It also
has the power to defeat the enemy of this world. Satan and his entire host canng sigaidst
the inspired andrainted Word of God.

Throughout history many have tried to destroy the Bible and also tried to destroy those
who live it and proclaim it, but all they have succeeded in doing is fanning the flames of revivals
for God. The hater people have tried to stamput Goddés Wor d, t he mor e
spread.

The Scriptures are still relevant for today. They bridge time, culture, tradition and race.
No matter who you are or where you live or what you struggle with, the Seriigtinspired by
God for us.The Word is there to remove fear and build faith. Where we fall weak and helpless it
will make us strong and bold. It will take our dead heart that is full of sin and renew it and mold
it into the likeness and the image of Gdidis also a mirror that wlilshow us the real us (James
1:23).

Related Scriptures:
Exodus 34:2728; Joshua 24:26; | Corinthians 14:37; |1l Peter 3 85Il Peter 1:221

Principle Two: SCRIPTURES AS A FOUNDATION STONE

Bl essed are trmotstee él awvhn wfadbtklk @ epORD!ls ¢é est i mon
his wayspsalim 119:3

There are two words we need to define. Onéoisadation: a basis upon which something

stands or is supportecbynonyms:base, basic, bedrock, bottom, groundwork, subsire,
underpinnings. The second word s&pne solid mineral deposit, something like a rock in

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 13



5L{/Lt[9{Q twLb/Lt[9{

firmness. Synonyms:boulder, rock, anchor, bulwark, cornerstone, foundation, protection,
support, tower oftsength.

One of Jesusd p araadwheaewe shauldrbsild aubhousd. If weodw
not make sure that what we build on is a sure foundation, when the winds and waves come it will
not stand (Matt 7:227). We always need to be foundation irgpes. It is important that we ask
Christ throughprayer to examine our hearts. Scripture is the blueprint by which we can measure
our foundation and structure, as well as our spiritual foundation which supports our life.

The most important thing that vatould ever do in our spiritual lives is to tak®e to
pray and study the Scriptures. Learn the words and their meanings. Discover the living truths of
the Bible, because these will beundation stonesthat will hold up any further structure. The
stonesor pillars must be firmly established on thekaf the Word. We should not focus on the
structure until we are sure of how firm the foundation that we are building on is.

A problem with foundations is, that a period of time must pass before thesttemgth
is known, after things have settled amfew storms have beaten upon them. Only then the truth
is seen about the kind of footing the house sits upon. It is also wise to check foundation regularly
to see if it has cracked or shifted. The larger #tructure, the greater the foundation needed
under the ground. That is why Paul warns Timothy not to put a novice in a place of leadership (1
Tim 3:6); because when tough times come, he will not have the foundation to withstand the trials
and temptations

A building is a place for warmth and protectj a place for fellowship and
encouragement. But to be a good strong building, able to withstand challenges of the world, there
are some very key parts that are critical to maintain the structure. Fitet fsundation that
everything else is builtupop God 6s Word). Then come the walls
the elements and the roof that helps protect and keep everything dry and in place (prayer, study
and discipleship equipping, etc.).

Two things we as disciples need to be doing. One éxldhg our spiritual foundation for
shifting or cracks. Secondly is asking ourselves if we are growing and expanding in our Christian
lives, and how are we adding onto what we have already built? We must susk of our
doctrines and beliefs and that thaly line up to the Scriptures. We have to inspect and see for
ourselves in the |ight of Godods, what we are
walk. Each day we need to pray and ask thky I3pirit to reveal or make known to us the crack
and shifting that may be taking place in our lives (John 16:13).

Related Scriptures:
Psalm 18:30; Psalm 119:89; Isaiah 40:8; Romans 10:17; | Timothyl3;1l6 Peter 1:221

Rock: | Corinthians 10:4, ¥odus 17:17
Cornerstone: Matthew 21:42, Ephesiar®:1921, | Peter 2:&/

Principle Three: THE WORD AS LIGHT
A Y owordis a lamp to my feet andlightt o0 my  sain 1fv:100
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The wordlight means the illumination derived from a light source; dawn; daybreak; something
that provides information roclarification; a state of awareness or understandiymnonyms:
blaze, brightness, brilliance, gleam, glow, illumination, radiance, shine, beacon, tawcip, t
insight, knowledge, understanding, guidance.

The darkness of the world cannot drive ouhtigLight always drives out darkness
The Word within our hearts makes us a lighthouse to a lost world, but the light must be
empowered (Holy Spirit) beferit can shine out.

God does not want us to wander around in the darkness where we can stunfdle sod
He gave the Scriptures for us to walk in their light, so we can see where we are going. As we
wal k in the | ight of i@and budd pkdjeer attitude are characterfor t o
eternity.

Sin acts like a shield or a hindrancetttwill block out the light. Confession of sin
removes the scales from our eyes and enables us to see clearly. We need to pray that our spiritual
eyes will be open to the Word of God so that we can receive the true understanding of what
Godds wilivebmdyber our

Light is revealing because nothing can be
light is there to reveal to us the areas of ourdivet hat ar e not aligned to
God is a light, but it also illuminates the patlywthat we need to see clearly so we can walk
according to Gododés will for our |ives.

Lighthouses are found by lakes, seas and oceans. They are theregtevémmng of
danger to sailors. They also become markers for direction. During challenging wdlagtiyer,
shine a light that can be seen for miles, but they also sound a warning so that if you cannot see
the |Iighthouse you cans alightogiw lusedirestion as we travel Go d ¢
the sea of life. It speaks to us, so we can know tleetion we should walk.

A flashlight or a torch, as some call it, is to help the individual to see his way. It can point
out the dangers that laahead. It can help us to make sure that we have secure footing while we
wal k. Neverthel esass,hl gdhads sWorud dasnoa bl wused
eyes. Even though it is light, if used in a wrong way it can cause people to stumblightloé |
the Word should be used in such a way that it can help many along the way in their journey.

As G avdrd slls our lives with light, we become lesser lights to help others see the
way to Christ. The Scripture is there for us each day to getebded light for the journey that
lies in front of us. We will not see spiritually unless we have the lighGafd 6 s Wor d
illuminating our minds and hearts and leading us to change as needed.

Related Scripture:
Psalm 119:105; Psalm 119:103; Proverbs glPGorinthians 4:4; Il Corinthians 4:6

Related Research:
Plague of darknessExodus 10:2124
Jesus mst h & | Lsafed 618, John 1:79; 8:12: 9:5
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God as Light: James 1:17; John 1:57
Principle Four: THE WORD AS NOURISHMENT

Al n pointing out these things to the brethr
constantlynourishedon thewords of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been
f ol | O wrihothyg:e O

There are three words that we should define. One is the meomrishment food or other
substances necessary for life and grov@gnonymsfood, sustenance, nutritipiprovisions.
Second is the worBood: material, of plant or animal origin, that contaorsconsists of essential
nutrients.Synonymsbread, chow, cuisine, diet, grub, nourishment, nutrition, refreshment. Third
is the word,meditation: reflection upon; ontemplation, esp. of a spiritual nature. Synonyms:
contemplation, thought, thinking, pdering, consideration, reflection, deliberation, study,
concentration, prayer.

The spiritual man needs food just as the physical man does, and the only waythe feed
spiritual man is by studying and obeying the Word. The Scripture is spiritual noensland the
Holy Spirit is the one who gives understanding (John 14:26).

Devotional time is so important to the believer because this is the time when we feed our
sprits. As a disciple we cannot remain spiritually healthy if we do not get into the ¥i@dd.
We also need to eat a variety of different types of food. We cannot just eat the same food over
and over if we are to get a balanced spiritual diet. We stemildp time regularly each day for
getting into Godos Wor daffechodr thowghtseand attitodes. King | et
David taught about this in Psalms 1, that whe
planted.

Paul told Timothy themportance of keeping the Word of God in first place in his life
and of measuring all &ehing against that standard. He warned of many false teachers
proclaiming very, very false doctrines to the people of Christ. The true Word of God will nourish
and buld faith in the disciples of Christ. Our walk must be based on sound doctrine (2 Timothy
4: 3) , and we must make sure that we base our
talk. Then we become able to follow and walk that doctrine out in ows. live

The Bible is like a menu. There are various kinds of food for us to choose fronison
menu: something light for a snack or a full main course with all the meat and trimmings. For
people to have energy to live they must eat and drink often. It isaiime when it comes to
Scripture. We must work at choosing a diet that will strengtineinn@ature us so that we will be
healthy to work and able to produce more fruit. We can make choices, but we should be praying
for Godds gui dance shouldbecatimgemndtfolloo & systematiw plan that w e
will help us learn about all of Géds Wo r d , not just part of it. V
time to meditate on Goddés Word each day, to t

Just as we eat éeast two to three times a day and most likely have snadistireen,

we should do the same in our spiritual lives. We should be carrying around a little pocket Bible
so that we can eat and snack throughout the day. We should alscndmgp#tle monents of
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time in prayer throughout the day. This is what will build strength and will protect us from the
attacks of the enemy.

Related Scripture:
Job 23:12; Matthew 4:4; 1 Peter 2:2; James 4:8

Principle Five: THE WORD AS WISDOM

i L e ¢word df Christrichly dwell within you, with allvisdom,teaching and admonishing
one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your
heart s cbloesiand306d . 0

There are four words here that we need to defidee iswisdom: experience and
knowledge together with the power of applying them critically or practical§ynonyms:
prudence, sense, reason, clear thinking, good judgment, experience, carefulness, tact, balance,
stability, caution. The second iknowledge: awarenes®or familiarity gained by experience;
specific information; facts or intelligence about somethif®ynonyms:learning, facts,
instruction, enlightenment, light, doctrine, principles, awareness, insight, attainment, education,
know-how. The third is,understanding: the ability to understand or think; intelligence, the
power of apprehension; the power of abstrhocught.Synonymsintelligence, comprehension,
conclusion, perception; to apprehend, grasp, figure out, identify, follow, master, learn, discern,
be instructed in, see the light. Finally, the wodirection: the act or process of directing; an
order or nstruction; guidance on how to reach a destination or do some8yngnymstormal
instruction, advice, notification, orders, assignment, plans.

The Word of God is a treasure of wisdom, knowledge and understanding (Pib)2:1
The Bible has answeret many of our daily questions and <ch
Word as a resource and building manual for our lives. We need to haverdittrust in the
Scriptures of God.

There are four important things that the Word of God can give ey: dne wisdom,
knowledge, understanding and direction for our lives (Nehl8)1 We must see that the Word
of God is a tool that helps us come igtaeeper personal relationship with God. But this will
mean seeing things in a different way than whatwibdd offers. We can have knowledge (Col
1:9) about something, but that does not mean we understand it. What we need is to have wisdom
from above (@mes 1:5), from God who desires to instruct us in such a way that we can have true
comprehension, because evhwe understand (Proverbd@; Heb 11:3)there can be a greater
level of faith and peace in our hearts.

Wisdom is our teacher, and the thingatttve learn from the Scripture we are to use to
teach others. Wisdom is not for just the purposbkuiiiding up my own self, but it is there for
the community of people and for the body of Christ, the church. Our goal should be to learn all
we can from Gogdthen make it practical and real in our lives so we in turn can help and
encourage others. We shdulot try to find peace through ignorance, but we need to seek and to
knock on the doors of the Word of God, so we can receive His blessing of unders{adating
7:7-8).
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The purpose and goal of all wisdom is to give insight and direction to the dis€iple
Christ. God is not trying to hide Himself from us. He desires to reveal all if we will look to Him
and call upon His name. If we lack wisdom, we ares& of Him, and He will give it to us
generously (James 1:5). Itfandwieve leclk His wo diblse t r ut
opened to us. We need to see the Word of God as a door into knowledge, wisdom and
understanding, and as we go throuigdu door it will give us clear direction for our lives.

As a parable of Jesus states, when a pefiads a pearl in the field he goes and sells all,
so he can become owner of that field and in turn owner of the pearl (Matt 13:46). Christ and the
Scriptues are worth all our efforts. We need to see the great value in seeking wisdom from God.

Without getting into the Word of God daily we will find ourselves walking in darkness,
confused and not sure of who we are and what our purpose is here on earded/Ne come to
God boldly and ask Him for wisdom, knowledge and understanding. He desires iradidch
Father us and shepherd us in our daily walk. Admitting that we do not know and understand
everything is the first step to receiving from God greatsdom. Take time to research and to
study Godds Word daily. K e etpat God showa yoy froemidid wr i t
Word and how He personally directs your life. By the end of the month, you will see how much
Christ loves you and cares for you

Related Scripture:
Psalm 111:10; Psalm 119:18; Psalm 11998 Matthew 22:29; Luke 24:445; 1l Timothy
3:1517

Related Research:
Wi sdom & Li ght |@drinttmaosdd&81 Wor d:
Believers as Sources of WisdonColossians 1:28; Il Peter 3:15
Wisdom Book: Proverbs
Godhead (Father, Son, Spirit) as source of Wisdoni:Corinthians 1:24; James 1:5

Principle Six: THE WORD AS TRUTH AND FREEDOM

1]

e i f you owomd thenryaueare iruty diddiples of Mine: and you will know the
truth and thetruth will make you' r eJenn 88132

Here are two words that we need to define. Firsith: fidelity to a standard; that which is
considered to be supreme reality and to have the ultimate meaning and value of existence.
Synonyms:accuracy, actualityexactness, fact, genuineness, precision, reality, truthfulness,
devotion, faith, honesty, loygl, principle. Secondly the wordteedom: the condition of being

free from restraints; the capacity to exercise choiBgnonyms:autonomy, deliverance,
emangpation, independence, liberty, release, immunity, privilege, ability, opportunity, power,
diredness, openness, boldness, forwardness.

Goddos word has many different purposes anc
bring grace to us (John 1:17h& second is to present to us Godly truth that will stand the test of
time (Isa 40:8; John 14y6The third is to set the captive free from sin and bondage (Rom 6:18,
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22). The Word of God is the source from which all these needs can be met as we moxeg forwa
in our spiritual freedom.

The disciples of Christ often found themselves confused whenatme t o Chr i s
teaching. He would teach them the truth, but their minds and hearts did not understand. As He
prayed for them and showed them how He was theshb, the one who was prophesied about
in the Hebrew Scriptures, they began to see the tBabh day Christ testified more and more
about the Father and His relationship to Him and the Word of God.

The true fruit of discipleship was that Christ coskek the words of God active in their
lives, or to put it another way, by their fruit (John 12:3True truth when taken into your heart
will begin to change you from the inside out. Your thinking will change, and your actions will
change all because ofettiruth of the Word of God.

History has given many testimonies to the fact that the WorcboflG c an change pe
hearts and lives. The Word of God has set some of the hardest criminals free from the burden of
sin. The Word gives us true life full oface and mercy. It builds faith and encouragement in the
hearer. It gives us strength to stahdjives us hope for the future.

To the disciples, the Word of truth is a foundation that God gives us by which we serve
and encourage others. Each day wed® pray that God will teach us His way and give us the
strength and ability to walk in itedus tells us that He is the way of truth, the mind of truth and
the life of truth for all who will receive Him (John 14:6). We also need to pray that we will
acurately handle Godbés truth in our l i ves an
mentoing. We need to be careful how we minister that truth to others, because one day we will
be held accountable. The truth that we teach and live by is the saméhatiwe also will be
judged by (James 3:1). That i scioushmegdemptiee work.st c |
The truth can and does set us free.

The context of John chapter 8 shows how the religious people wanted to stone a woman
caught in aduéry, but Jesus wanted to show that the greater sin is unbelief in Him and what the
truth of Gal teaches. As we work with people each day, how do we find ourselves evaluating
those around us? Is it based on truth, or on hearsay, or just on our ownréegitipas? We
often make decisions about people and things too quickly and do not investigaigstances to
find out the full truth. Too many live in this world bound by truths that are not real and have as
their foundation only shifting sand (Matt 7)2@8he Word of God is the only true truth that we
can totally commit gigestausdibertyard yreedom for o& dehdssandWo r d
lives. Truth, plus application, equal freedom in Christ.

Related Scripture:

[l Samuel 22:23; Jeremiah 23:28; Psalm 43:3; Psalm 86:11; Psalm 119:142; Psalm 119:151;
Psalm 119:160; John 1:14; John 248 John 3:21; John 14:6; Il Timothy 2:15; Titus 1:1
Principle Seven: THE WORD AS DISCIPLINE

AAnd that from chil cdcredwtitingswhich dneaableeto dive pown t he
the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ J&duscripture is
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inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in

righteousness; so that the man of God may deged e , equi pped four ever
Timothy 3:1517

There are five key words that need to be defined here. #issipline training that is expected

to produce a particular character or pattern of behavior, especially that which is expected to
produe moral or mental improvemengynonyms:training, teaching, instruction, direction,
order, authority, strictness, routine, drill, setintrol. Second isreproof: an expression of
reproving; a rebuke Synonymsreproach, admonishment, disapprovdiird is, correction: that

which is offered or substituted for a mistake, fault, or abnormality; an improve®yaonyms:
righting, amendment, repair, remedy. Fourthlytigin: to coach in or accustom to some mode

of behavior or performance; to mageoficiert with specialized instruction or practice; to focus

or direct. Synonymsto teach, coach, tutor, school, educate, practice, prepare. Finally, the word
equip: to supply with material necessities such as tools, gear, provisions, or furnishing; to
prepare inman intellectual, emotional, or spiritual wagynonymsprovide, furnish, supply, issue,
stock, provision, arm, endow, prepare, and qualify.

To be a true disciple of Christ one must walk in the disciplines of the BibleThe
words ndosa@ainglc eigdhii peo both come from the sar
following the teaching of another, to be mentored in their attitude, ways and action. To be blunt,
being a disciple of Christ takes work, because it demands reproof, correction, traming
equpping (2 Tim 3:1617). The basis for this is the Word of God and the work of the Holy Spirit
in onebs |ife.

Any accompl i shment cannot be had without €
under the disciplines of the Word of God. We oftie kthe esults of discipline, but we do not
like the road of discipline that we must take to get there. The first important truth we do need to
accept is that these Scriptures are inspired by God for a purpose in our life and the life of the
church. We mst acceptthem in faith as pure truth from God for the purpose of teaching,
training, reproof and correction. The Word came to us over a period of thousands of years with at
least thirtynine authors focusing on a Redeemer and Messiah who would, andfutiribesof
ti me did, woul d come and wal k amongst us her
Word as truth, then the rest of our journey will head off in the wrong direction.

Paul reminded Timothy of the importance of Scripture in the diféhis madher and
grandmother, and that it now needed to be treasured in his own life (2 Tim 1:5). He needed to see
the value of the Scripture and be a good steward of its use in his life and the lives of those whom
he would teach and serve.

We also nee to seehow Scripture is weltounded for the job of equipping people for the
work of service. We are to use it in all ways to minister to each other, because our goal is not here
on earth only. Scripture is also for completing and maturing us in Caristtfen ve will reign
with Him in heaven.

Discipline in this case is not used to tear down or to destroy. It is for building up
character and for encouragement of the disciple of Christ. We should not see it as a negative, but
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a positive. Discipleship stuld build peace, faith, hope and love in our heart, as we see where we
are wrong and change to |ive Gododos way.

Athletes put themselves under discipline for long periods of time to become better at their
specific sport. The doctor disciplines himself se ¢an sere and help people to live. The
di sciple of Christ must discipline himself by
can help others break free from sin and bondage into the kingdom of heaven. This is where most
disciples fail, becausthey stat the race well, but then do not discipline themselves for the long
haul and down the road they end up sitting on the sidelines or just giving up because they have
not developed spiritual stamina and skills (Heb 12:1).

The Word of God is a boadf truth, but it is also a road map for understanding and life. It
directs us step by step into deeper truth. It is there to give us life and hope. It is there to empower
us with a purpose for living and existence. We need daily to ask Christ to speakiirieds
and to show us what kind of lesson He wants us to learn today, so that we can become a better
equipped disciple in His Hands. We need to ask Him to open our eyes and ears, so we can
discern His correction, reproof, training and equipping in lies. When we do this, we will
begin to see things in our lives and around us in a whole new way. The seemingly disjointed
pieces will begin to show themselves as a beautiful picture being painted by the Master Artist
Himself, Jesus Christ. We also ndedknowthat we are going to be held responsible for how we
handed this Word of God off to the next generation. This is the most important ministry that we
are all commissioned to do.

Related Scripture:
Deuteronomy 11:P; Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 2:5; Colassi&:16; | Thessalonians 2:13; |
Timothy 4:68; Il Timothy 4:2
Related Research:
Discipleship and Discipline:Deuteronomy 11:B2
Godds Dildelkxhilp Proverbs:3:11; 12:1; 15:32; 23:12.
Family Discipline: (father, mother, grandparents, other dfeh and friends)
Hebrews 12: 41
Principle Eight: THE WORD AS A SWORD

i éswordof the spirit, which is thevordo f G @&plesiats 6:17

AFor the word of God is | i viworedgedawoddand ct i ve
piercing as far as the dision of the soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and is
able to judge the thoumgebetsszand I ntentions o

There are two key words that need to be defined. The fisvd: a weapon with a long blade
for cutting or thrustingmilitary power.Synonyms:blade, trusty steel. The secondbsttle: a
general military engagement or an extended contest or contro@msynyms:attack, combat,
encounter, engagement, fight, fray, skirmish, war, clash, conflict, crusade, disayresnife,
struggle, combat.
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The sword is only as good as the swoathdlier. The more one is trained and equipped
the more he wildl be able to use it for Godos
Word of God. The Bible is our sword thofor defensive and offensive purposes. As disciples we
need to see thave are in a spiritual battle for life and death here on earth.

The Word of God is not used in this context for fighting physical battles but spiritual ones.
One thing that is hardbfr men to do is to think of théings |
sword of the Spirito which is the Word of Goc¢
enemy, who is the prince of this world, is out to steal, destroy and kill. Satan amolshiwill
show no mercy or love because they desire to take freedoiiieaadiay from us ( Eph 6:112).

The sword is used for both offence and defence in warfare, so we must understand its
ability and what it can do heanenmylalso kisowsohovdtse ma n 6 <
twist the Word for his advantage (remembes temptation of Jesus. Matt 411). The sword is
also part of the complete spiritual armour which God wants us to put on each day (Epi)6:13

A sword is a weapon to fight with f@rotection and for battle against an enemy. It can
also be used to humtith and keep one safe from wild animals. Nevertheless, a sword is only as
good as the sword handler. If one does not learn the proper use of the sword, one can be defeated
very easy in a battle. We must know the Word of God if we are to be effectitte itvagainst
the enemyds ar my. Understanding Godbés Word wi
our spiritual enemies. There are too many swords rusting in the closet gdrelsghrelf. There are
too many soldiers going into battle with no undesn di ng of how to use Go
why disciples and their churches are so weak. We must rise up, pick up the Bible as our sword,
and begin to fulfil]todohutiasdtmake digciplesaof all cabamsni s s i
éteaching thdm ttdhadbdercwaeanma#2@ed éMatt hew 28: 1

Either you | earn how to use the sword of ¢
and use it on you. Each day we need to pray and lookhet&Vord, to study it, so we can see
and know t he e needty $es histganetplang ut we Ws muast understand that
God has defeated Satan through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. Each day we need to battle in the
spiritual realm for our fanhy, friends, neighbors, city, country and world. If we do nothing, the
enemy will bind and destroy wherever he can. We must wake up to the fact that we are not
fighting against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers in high places (Eph 6:11
12). We have little time left. As disciples we are not asked by Gdlirtk about fighting; but
we are commanded to pick up the Word of God and go out and fight, not in our strength and
power, but under the strength and power of the Holy Spirit. The \WWo@&bd commissions us
and empowers us for battle.

Related Scripture:
Psalm 119:9; Psalm 119:133; Isaiah 49:2; | John 2:14

Related Research:

Full armor of God: Ephesians 6:2Q7

Captain of the host of the Lord:Joshua 5:135

Spiritual warfare and Battl es: Ephesians 6:12 Timothy 2:4
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Principle Nine: THE WORD AS HOPE

AFor whatever was written in early times wa
perseverance and the encouragement oBtrgptureswe might havéiope @omans 15:4

The wad hope means: an eager, confidemtpectation that sustains a person while he or she is
waiting patiently for the future fulfillmenSynonymsambition, anticipation, belief, confidence,
desire, dream.

Many people live in the past or in the present,the Word of God allows us to se&o
the future. For too many people in this world, things seem hopeless. They look at their lives and
they see a dark tunnel of despair, but the Bible points us toward a better place called heaven.
God is a God who kespHis promises and covenants witlhs Hbeople. The testimony of the
Bible is a book of pure hope for the disciple of Christ.

Hope is having a confident expectation based on thousands of years of the written Word.
The Holy Spirit used men to write down fos a vision of God who desires tave a personal
relationship with us, so that no matter what we face or suffer through, this is not the end, but
through Christ a stepping stone to a greater future.

Man has a great need to have hope, because itigpim that we set our goals and ersi
for our lives. Hope is having confidence that we can walk this journey through and come out the
other side complete and whole in Christ. When things become hopeless, this is the time that
people give up and lose thelmio live. In this world, with allits wars and destruction, with all
the negative news about climate change and all the medical challenges that people are going
through, it sometimes is hard to hold on to hope about the future.

But God the Father antté Son, Jesus Christ, paint a diéfiet future. Our goal is not to
focus on what we have accomplish here on earth, but to prepare ourselves for what Christ has
promised for us in heaven. As we get more of the Word of God into our hearts, our level of hope,
peace and encouragement will begingrow. God has given to mankind and to those who
believe, many precious promises that give to
future.

Hope must start from Godos Waefirdly pantet, itmov e t
will begin to have a positive influence on your thinking which will in turn change your view on
life. Then last of all, it will change your outward countenance and actions: it is like a chain
reaction. We are notto look at our ability but we ar e t ability@Viml2hpe i n
We also have to remember that we are what we think, so whatever you are focused on will
determine today the level of hope in your life. The Word of God is a storehouse of hope. We
need to study it sih can become part of us.

Related Scripture:
Psalm 119:423; Psalm 119:49; Acts 26:6; Colossians 1:23; Ephesians 1:18
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Related Research:

Abraham the Father of Hope:

Moses the Leader of Hope:

Promise of God:Psalm 39:7; Romans 15:13 and many other gerse

The Gospel of Christ as thdoundation to Hope: Romans 5:5; Titus 3:7; | Peter 1:13

Principle Ten: THE WORD AS TREASURE
A Y owordisatreasurei n my heart that | pgahigohit not sin

There are two words we should define heree Tirst is,treasure any colection of objects of
value; a place where valuables are stoggmhonymscash, fortune, funds, riches, valuables,
wealth, things, cherish, love. The secondpisssessioncontrol or occupancy of; setfontrol.
Synonymscontol, ownership, assets, belongs, effects, estate, property, things, wealth.

We are asked by the Scriptures to evaluate where our treasures are. Many have built up
great treasure on earth not realizing that it will all pass away. Others are justdfamuse
themselves as the ultimateasure. But the Word of God tells us that the most precious treasure
that one can obtain is the Word of God into o
gift from God that can never be destroyed.

If we are in the last day, it is tinfer the church to begin to evaluate and reflect on where
we are building our treasure chest (Matt 6:21). Christ warns and teaches us to invest in heaven,
and the word of God shows us where we should be investing our tinmearey. The greatest
return wil not be here on earth but will come in heaven (Matt 1P Could it be sometimes
that our eyes have been blinded to the real truth about God and His Word.

We also need to see that because we may have the wrong foous ab6éod 6 s Wor d
treasure, wehen do not spend enough time in it, which in turn allows sin to begin to creep back
in and take over. Only the Word of God can remove the areas of darkness in our lives. It is the
Word of God that sheds light on who we &tehn 1:15). We also need toebcareful that we are
not just hearers of the Word, but that we are doers also (James 1:22). It is not good enough to
think about doing good things, but we need to get up and move out and start investing our lives
in God andHis Word and in His people (Ma28:1920).

There is a fear that we as disciples have invested more into a religion than into Christ and
His Word. There will be a day of reckoning. The idea of reckoning is looking into our account of
our lives (1 Pet 4:%5): what we did with thatvhich God gave us. Did we invest the fruit of His
Spirit? Did we invest the gift and talents that He has given us for the kingdom? Did we invest
heavily into the treasure of His Word? We will not be able to blame others. Itasaagh one of
us what wedo with the treasure that God has given us (Coi3:1

What am | building and where are my treasures being stored? Jesus shows us that our
treasure can be stored up in heaven when we invest and build in Him and His mi¢iities
6:19-20). Christ trasures us and values us very much, so we in turn should value and treasure
His Word. The Word of God is a treasure that we need to be good stewards of here on earth.

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 24



5L{/Lt[9{Q twLb/Lt[9{

Prayer is like going to heaven and asking the Lord what wddkouwvith what He has giveto
us through His Word.

Related Scripture:
Job 23:12; Proverbs 2:1; Proverbs 7:1; Matthew @19 Matthew 19:21; Luke 12:34;
Colossians 2:3; | Timothy 6:19; 1l Timothy 1:14

Related Research:

Treasure in Earthen Vesselsll Corinthians 4:7
Parable that Jesus taught concerning Treasurdvlatt 13:4446

Conclusion
I n each of these points there is something
Word. Discipleship ministry is not to make people comfortable in a buildiagit is to gt us
out into the highways and byways where the bountiful harvest is (Matt-8835he Word of
God is the way, and truth and it gives us the life that we are to live (John 14:6).

We must choose to get the sword out of its sheath andeat. We neg to discipline
ourselves in the use of the sword. We cannot expect that others are going to do all the fighting
for us. We need to go out as light and as salt into a lost world (Matt16)13 We are
commanded to go out and make dis@p{Matt 28:1920), and this can only be done through
equipping others with the Word of God (2 Tim 3:17). The Word is our strength and source of
life.

The Challenge:

Today,n Theref ore | ay aside al/l filthiness anc
meekness thenplantedword, which is able to save your souls. But be doers ofnte, and
not hearers onl y (Jdrees EZARQ?)i Janges wantuius ®© &now thas thedword
of God is powerful, and that brings about cleansing to the hearalsathas the ality to
overcome all wickedness if we julselieve it and apply itto our lives. This Word has been
implanted within our hearts and it has the truth, that if heeded can save our souls. But so often
what happens is that people just hear Werd of God anddo not live it. They fall into a
delusion thinking that they truly are Christians but in reality, they are just hearers and not doers.
Or to put it in another way, there are a lot of people in churches today who are more spectators
than adwe participatos. What God is interested in, is a heart that is totally given over to Him, to
His will and to His Word.

Discipleship Application:

It is important for the disciple of Christ to take the doctrines of the Bible seriously and to
commit to tkem and apply thra to our personal lives. As we stated above, James exhorts us not
just to be hears of the Word but doers also. Then we see from the book of Deuteronomy,
ATher ef or e y o uwosdsohniine inyoarjhear and ih yoar soel, and dithem as
a signon your hand and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall teach them to
your children speaking of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you
|l ied down, and (Dedt £lrl8).yTlelkey Hiiwe @& e ta gdtora the Scripture is
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that wherever we go, wherever we stay and whoever we are with, we should be sharing the Word
of God with them. But before we can share the Word with them, we must make sure that this
Word has been deeply rooted in @wn hearts (CoR:7), where it becomes alive. It is key that

we allow the Holy Spirit to come in and fill our hearts with truth.

The only way that we are going to be able to overcome the sins of this world is by
studying the Word of God and putting theWord of God deep into our hearts.The Word of
God is what truly sets the captive free (John 831 The Word of God is what shows us the
way to eternal life, and it is the Word of God that testifies about Jesus Christ, who shed His
blood, died on the css and whoxemplifying to all, life over death. Therefore, the Psalmist can
boldly statefi Your Wor d have | hi dden i n myPshl®&alrt , t h

Can we personally state, that we believe: TthatHoly Bible is the inspired Word of
God andis the final authority in all matters of Christian life and doctrine.

Commitment and Prayer:

Dear God,

| ask you today to help us to believe and to have faith in your complete Bible, trusting
that it truly will be a light in my heart andleht for my pathway that you have called me to
walk. | pray that your Word will come alive as | read it and that it will transform my heart into a
deeper faith and walk with you; that | will experience its full love, mercy and grace as | walk out
each daywith you. | pray that your Scriptures will truly become the foundation stone that | live
my life by, and that you would help me to take Key Scriptures and memorize them so that they
may be hidden in my heart, and this in turn will give me the strengiheiwome he bondage of
sins that Satan so desires to entangle me in. | believe that your Word empowers a disciple to be
able to live a life that will both bear fruit and bring honour for your glory.

A prayer from my heart to your heart Oh Lord,

Signature and Date.
Foundational Scriptures of this Doctrine:
Psalm 119:105; Ephesians 6:17; 2 Timothy 3L¥6

Testimony:
AA sense of the power and wisdom of God, and
should irspire us vith humility, and we should open HWord, as we would enter His Presence,
with holy awe. When we come to tBéble, reason must acknowledge an authority superior to
itself, and heart and intellect must bow to the great 'l Am'."
- FrancesBergstresser(a handwritten thought in the back of her Bible. She went home to be

with the Lord Jesus at the age of 102, Feb. 12, 2016)
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Chapter Two
Teachings on God

God saidto Mosesil AM WHQO lanAMHe sai d, AThus you s

Israel IAMhas sent God tfarydwranor e, said to Mos

to the sons of Israel, THEORD, the God of your fathers, th&od of Abraham, the&sod

of Isaac, and th&od of Jacob, s sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is

My memorialn ame t o al |Exoqssmuer ati ons. 0
Introduction

The key to a strong discipleship walk is for us to personally get to know who God is.
Throughout the history of man, God has reveadsi character and nature to man through His
different rames which taken together show us the overall bigger picture of who God is. The
compound names of Jehovah portray some aspect of His character as meeting human need. The
Hebrew Bible gives to us theesdcriptive titles of how we are to know and understand.G
Throughout this chapter we will see God as our Provider, Healer, Banner, Sacrifice, Peace, Lord,
Righteousness, Shepherd and guesent Help.
Definition

The first list of names here is importan define because they are used most extensively
throughout the Bible as names that identify when God speaks to us, and how we should speak to
and hear from Him.
The first name is,
El: translatedi G o jdmighty; strong, prominent, used about 2ib@es.
Elohim: translatedi G o dtlte plural form of EL, indicéng the trinity; idea of greatness and
glory, creative, governing power, omnipotence and sovereignty; used some 2570 times in
Scripture; indicates plurality in unity; relates to His work.
Thesecond name is,
Yahweh:translatedi L O R Bréi G O Dt be, beiqg, to live, life, selfexistent; used some 6823
times in the Old Testament; God of revelation.
lAm: i T h e fnla m&Whch is Yahweh (Jehovah), is the figrson form of the Hebrew
vertho ibe. 6 The name Al AMO i s ofm)ed Eerpaonpdéeedx
name is better understood as an affirmation by God of His eternal presence with each generation
of Hi s peopl e: God i Spagddin, @The RéRilde Diclionsy,10@)| way s prese

The third name is,

Adonai: translated aé L o r, master, sir, lord, owner; used some 350 times; confirms the idea

of the trinity. A circle best represents God because there is no beginning and no end, and He is
all-inclusive. We arén the middle of that circle and as long as we stay theretapdrsHis will,

we will see the amazing fullness of who God is and what He can do. The names of God show us
His character and nature. They also show how God comes to us as a Father, Saly Spitit

three aspects and functions but one God.
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The namesbove help us to get an overall view of who God is. The Scripture verse from
Exodus chapter 3, where God proclaims Himself as the §réat A opéns the door for the
believer to add any desptive word after the title. Examplét | aymar healyaur ; You
deliver; | am your mediator; | am your Saviour; | am your all in all.

Trinity

Another description of God which we used often is the word trinity, meaning three in
one. The disciple o€hrist does not worship three different gods, but we worshipGmtewho
functions in three different aspects; as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. There is a unity of them
working together in harmony as one who has created all things as Creator.

The wordtrinity itself is a theological word that is not used in thel®ilbut it was a word
that our early church fathers used to help the early disciples understand that we worship one
God. Often many of the Jews and religious people during the time of Qidlistfi@rwards tried
to say that we worship three gods. The Heb&eriptures clearly proclaim that there is only one
God who is in heaven and who has created all things and rules over all things.

There are several places in the Scriptures that show itbe tiles of Father, Son and
Holy Spirit (Matt 28:1920). Again we see them functioning in three different ways revealing to
us how the Godhead works in ministering to us as people here on the earth. There is a complete
oneness of the Godhead that we turslerstand and because of this we see from the beginning
to the end of the Bible a unique God who also desires to be one with us in our hearts.

Sometimes a picture can help us better understand the workings of the Godhead. John
15:17 11 helps picturedr us how the three work and minister together and how we vessel
can begraftedi nt o t hi s oneness with God Hi mself. The
the Father who does the pruning and neuor tiusr i nc
Jesus Christ and that He is rooted back in history te J&s4.1:1; Acts 13:223; Rom 15:12).
Next, we can see indirectly that the life that comes up through the vine from the roots is the Holy
Spirit who gives life and food to the entire planheh the picture moves on, showing that we
who were once wild breches can be engrafted into this wonderful vine and that as we do, we
can then bear fruit that will bring glory to our heavenly Father.

There are other Scriptures that help us to see this relationship of oneness that we define as
the trinity in theologyThe first one is Matthew 3:1617,i When he had Jdsesen bary
came up immediately from the water; and behold the heavens waredofehim, and he saw
the Spirit of Goddescending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came
from heaven saying, this is My belov8dn, i n whom | aThe semndlonepsl e as e
Matthew 28:19fi Go t her ef or e a nlidhationg, baptizidg treem inphe ame ad f a
the Father and of theSon and of theHoly Spirit ,and the third one is 1 Joib:7,A For t her e
are three that bear witness in heaven: Baher, theWord, and theHoly Spirit; and these three
are one. 0

The diagran below helps picture for us the three function and ministry outreach to
mankind but remain complete and whole as ood.G
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Trinity Diagram:

This shietl of the Trinity, symbolizing the

aspects of the doctrine of the Trinity.
Wikipedia

Names of God

There are nine other descriptions that the Bible gives to us which | believe will help give
us a broader picture of who is the God we serve. These titles concerning God also provide us
with a window thraigh which we se how He desires to reach out and minister to us here on
earth and how He prepare us for an eternal life in His Kingdom.

Principle One: THE LORD WILL PROVIDE

AAbraham cal |l ed tThed ORDaWilérowde(Jeholah Jirehp, bsasc e
said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it will jr@vided (JEHOVAH -JIREH). 0

Genesis 22:14

The meaning of the wongrovider is, one who furnishes, supplies or gives to another as a means
of subsistence. y@onyms: benefactor,donor, giver, sourcesupplier, breadwinner, earner,
mainstay, supporter, and wage earner.

The i dea in the Ol d Testament of Godbos p
our times of testingds and t rareanlGedandreald@s o v i
to fulfill His call on our lives by supplying our needs for this journey that we walk in Him.

ro
de

We have the account of Abraham offering up his only son Isaac, theaveaited gift
from God to Sarah and Abraham. Now God was askibgpham to sacrificdnim. Abraham
knew that the fulfillment of the covenant of God was going to come through this son, so his faith
and obedience were going to be challenged. God wanted to take Abraham deeper in his faith and
wanted to see if Abraham woulde fully obedient toHim. God did not want Isaac to be
sacrificed, but He did want Abraham and his son to know that HeJRld©VAH -JIREH , the
All -providing One.

In the New Testament God revealed Himself in a physical and more personal way to the

disciples. God provided Jesas our salvation, a way of escape from the bondage of sin. As our
God He desires to meet our spiritual and physical needs. The discipl&éanadiaith to believe
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that God does and will provide all his needs. It is easy for people to get needs conthsed wi
wants.

Being our provider does not just mean giving us money but providing for all the needs
that we struggle with: physical, spirituametional and material. As a child trusts in the parents
to meet his or her needs, we can look to our heavenheFaihprovide for our personal needs.
Do we look to our resources, our ability, or to our strength, or do we put our trust in God who
provide® God desires to provide for us what we need, but He usually gives more than we need
so that we can be a blessioigHis provision to others.

Today God desires to be our provider, to help us each day physically and spiritually, but
there are some importaprinciples that must be in place before He opens the door of provision.
First, we must come under obedience bkehild to the Father, and secondly, we must have faith
that He is able to provide for us. The Bible is full of examples of God providingnaikthg a
way of escape, but it starts by entering into a personal relationship with Him. We need to have a
salvaton experience of inviting Christ into our lives, because we trust His sacrifice and shed
blood for payment of our sins (Rom 1&t90 ) . &oudcéssre unlimited but to have them we
must rely upon HimJehovahJireh has provided everything we need paritag to life and
godliness; however, these provisions are useless without faith and obedience.

Related Scriptures:
Genesis 22:8; | Kings 1%; | Kings 17:9; Psalms 78:20; | Corinthians 10:13; Galatians 3:5;
Philippians 4:19; | Thessalonians 5:24; | Tilmp6:17; | Peter 4:11; Hebrews 11:40

Principle Two: THE LORD WHO HEALS
née 1 will put none of the diyptiams;doelstheon you
LORD, am yourhealer (JehovahRaphep Exodus 15:26

The meaning of the workleal: to restoreto health, cure, to set right, repaiyr®nyms:
make well, mend, regenerate, restore, treat, alleviate, compose, harmen@®ile, settle,
soothe.

The world and man are in great need of a healer. We are in the last days of a disease that
will lead to death and destruction. Without looking to God for our complete healing there is no
hope. This section will look at two areafshealing, the physical and the spiritual. Because of sin
we are sick and diseased inside, but God proclaims to the people éhestJHHOVAH -

RAPHE, the LORD who heals

The people of God had gone through a great time of deliverance from the 400 years of
slavery. God had just divided the waters, so the people could cross over on dry land. They had
just seen their enemies destroyBdt after a time of rejoicing it was not long before they were
back to complaining and discontentment. They had water, wgtbitter to the taste. They
turned on the servant of the LORD and wanted him to do something about it. We are told that it
wasat est of the peopleds faith in the LORD and
and called on the LORD and the LORé&vealed to the people another picture of who He is. He
was going to show them that not only was He a deliverer but also a healer.
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It is important at this point to see God as healer in the bigger picture. Most people look to
God as healer in their physidaody, but He is much more than that. He wants to be healer of the
total man, in body, soul and spirit. It is our spirit that \Wié for eternity, not our bodies, which
wi || return to dust. It is key to seek out

Sin is like a sickness that entered humanity at the time of Adam and Eve and the only
way to be delivered from that iliness thatlwead to death is to turn to Christ. We are told that it
was by His stripes that He took on His back the punishment feo tisat we could have healing
for our body, soul and spirit (Is 53:5; 1 Pet 2:24).

These medications that we swallow to bringlimgato our bodies and our minds are not
the total answers. Each year people spend billions of dollars to get some tyjef @fora pain
and sickness. Much sickness comes from our minds and the struggle we face each day through
stress and anxiety. Whet needed is to call on the Great Physician who knows how to heal us
from the inside out.

God is there to take the bittersstethat which is broken and restore it. He is able to keep
sin from corrupting and sorrow from crushing us. Jesus becomes amdrigev of life and our
tree of life. The LORD desires to heal our physical man, but His greatest goal is to heal our
spiritual man. We can call upon Him in prayer to touch our body, mind and spirit. But we must
come to Him in faith and obedience, belimyithat He is able. The key to all healing is to know

what Godds will is, for what inmydaedy, soolarsgirihci ng,

Healing flows from a personal relationship with Him. It is because we are grafted into His side as
a lranch that we can call upon His name in these adeasvahRapheis the one who can take

the bitter things of life and makbem sweet; however, the sweetness may not be here on this
earth.

Related Scriptures:
Deuteronomy 32:39; Il Chronicles 7:14; Bsa4l:4; Psalms 147:3; Jeremiah 3:22; Jeremiah
17:14; Malachi 4:2; Matthew 23; John 12:40; | Peter 2:24

Principle Three: THE LORD IS MY BANNER
AMoses built anThalORRMy BannedJehoweahii ds Sexddis@7:15

There are two worddhat need to be explained he@ne is the Wordanner: a strip of
cloth, either hung overhead or carried between pblkegring a message or slogan; the flag of a
nation, state, army or sovereignyr®nyms:banderol, burgee, colours, ensign, fanon, flag,
pennant, pennon, standard, streamer. The second is the Mégda piece of cloth, which may
have various colors and slgns, used as a symbol, standard, signal, and especially as a national
emblem. $nonymsbanderol, banner, colours, ensign, pennaatidgrd, streamer.

We as disciples should have a banner or flag that shows who we belong to. In time of war
the fagshwed whose army you were fighting for.
and the Israelites fought under the upraised staff af Balefeating Amalek and learned they

could trust Godds |l eading i n h@RDtis ng banrem , Mo s ¢

JEHOVAH -NISSI.
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The banner or standard was a rallying point where military troops would gather. The flag
from each country of #hnworld represents who they are and what they stand for. Even ships on
the high seas show their intention by showingadety of flags and colours that other ships can
see. Just as we are to have a flag or banner to show who we are fighting for inf tivaesvee
also need to see that God is a banner that His people need to rally under and around.

In the times of Moseghe banner was very important, and in this case, Moses used the
staff that God had used in their deliverance from Egypt to represeposr. When he could
no longer hold up the staff, Aaron and Hur assisted Moses (Ex 17:12). Battles and warfare are a
team effort. We are to rally as a church around Christ who is our head. He will lead us into the
battles that He knows we are to fight. \Afe not alone but we are part of a large army.

There were three ways that a banner was used among the people of0seaelas as a
banner or standard of victory. When the battle was over it would be lifted over the area of battle
and the soldiers woulkhow that the battle was over and who had won. The second use was as a
standard of deliverance from punishment becahsepeople had sinned against God. Moses
fashioned a standard for the people to look upon, so they would live. The third use was as a
standard of love and forgiveness Song 2:4). God was going to bring out of the root of Jesse a
standard and banner of Halgation and victory over sin (Isa 11:1@).

God says that He is our banner in all His glory, character and power. We serve a living
God who is in the world today and whose flag we carry and wave high. The flag does not
represent our ability and strendtht the power and authority under which the soldier serves. In
the New Testament Christ becomes the banner or standard that wasriifted behalf. He was
lifted up and hung on a cruel tree (Luke 23:33). Jesus told the people that just as Mosgs lifted u
the serpent in the wilderness, even so the Son of man would be lifted up, (John 3:14). Christ also
claimed that if He was lifted updm the earth, He would draw all men unto himself, (John
12:32).

As disciples we should be people who project a barrarreflects and expresses who
we are serving. We are to carry Christds ban
why Christtold the disciples that they would be known by their fruit (John 12:33). Christ has
been lifted up for us and we musillyaaround Him in unity and harmony. We must humble
ourselves and come under His authority as our commander and chief. We need tmm@ghow a
proclaim thatlehovahNissiis our banner of redemption, power and victory; however, we must
rally around that banngdesus Christ, with faith and rejoicing.

Related Scriptures:
Numbers 21:8; Psalms 60:4; Songs of Solomon 2:4; Isaiah 5:26; Isaidl®-12; Jeremiah
4:6; John 3:14; John 8:28; John 12:32

Principle Four: THE LORD SANCTIFIES
AYou shall consecrate yourselves therefore

shall keep My statutes and practice them; | amUB&D who sanctifies (Jsovah

Mekaddeshy o u 0 .
Leviticus 20:78
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The meaning of the wordanctify: to receive for sacred use; consecrate; to make holy;
purify. Synonymsconsecrate, bless, hallow, make sacred, dedicate to God, purify, cleanse, free
from sin, absolve, unburden

God as our sanctifier is the one who sets us apart. He calls us out of steredage and
death, to join with Him in a place of eternal life. We are born into trespasses and sin and we need
to come from the place of eternal destruction into the placeadbing a new creation in Christ
(2 Cor 5:17). As a disciple we must undetbe process of changlEHOVAH -MEKADDESH
is here to bring us into a place of sanctification, to be set apart as a servant for His glory and
honour. God is our sanctifier, our Ho@ne, and we cannot come into the presence of God
without ourselves comingnder His cleansing power in our lives. We need to be washed and
cleansed by the blood of the Lamb (1 Cor 6:11). Change starts first with our hearts and then
moves into our attitudevhich in turn changes our outward countenance and action. We need to
undego the refinerds fire, a purifying of the
takes coming before God with an open heart and laying our total will and life at Hss éfes
must humble ourselves and pray and as we do, the Holy Spirit begiesh through our lives,
cleansing us from all unrighteousness (1 Johr9).&nd transforming us into new creations (2
Cor 5:17).

God calls us to Himself, but we must make a mtoweard Him. When Moses came to
the burning bush, God spoke to him and toilich to remove his sandals because where he was
now standing was Holy Ground (Ex 3:5). In later times the priest could not enter the Holy of
Holies without a proper time of purifitan and then only once a year. But now we are able to
enter the Holy of Hiles because of what Christ has done for us. His shed blood made it possible
for us to enter in. At the moment of His death the veil was rent in two from the top to the bottom
giving us direct access to God through Christ (Luke 23:45).

God expects thredings from us. One is obedience, the second is service and the third is
for us to witness of Him in our words and actions. We were clothed in sin and as Paul explains to
the Colossan church, we must take off the old nature and put on Christ (Col 3:50),. #8 Paul
tells Timothy, we need to become -3d).vessel of

Just as the Levitical priest had to be set apart and sanctified for the worknohtbty,
men and women are called to be set aside as disciples for tkeofveervice. We are to be
people who come before God in worship and fellowship. Each disciple is an important part of the
body of Christ, His bride the Church. The idea and cancem f t he word #Achur ct
Acall ed out o ne sadledtoAds santtifisd@and pdparated froen tha thiegs af this
world. There needs to be a place and time of change. We cannot go on as we were, but the old is
put away and we now bea® new in Christ (2 Cor 5:17). It is by our fruit that others will be
ableto tell that we are no longer living for ourselves, but for our LORD Jesus Christ (Matt 7:16;
John 15:8)JehovahMekaddeshis the one who declares us holy, sets us apart and exgsetd
be what He has declared.

Here are two important questions. What abome of the things that have changed in my

life since | asked Christ to be my LORD and Saviour? Do | clearly understand my position in
Christ as a sanctified believer and all whtbat means?
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Related Scriptures:
Exodus 31:13; Ezekiel 37:28; John 1719, | Corinthians 1:2; | Corinthians 6:11; 1l Timothy
2:21; Hebrews 2:11; | Peter 1:2

Principle Five: THE LORD IS PEACE

AWhen Gideon saw that he was tihAd aangel Lofr
Fornow,lhave seen the angel of the LORD face
fPeacet o you, do not fear; you shall not di e
LORD and named ithe LORD is PEACHJEHOVAH -SHALOM) 0 Judges 6:2-24

The meaning of the worngdeace:an agreement or treaty to end hostilities; freedom from quarrels
and disagreement; harmonyr®nyms:accord, agreement, amity, concord, harmony, armistice,
conciliation, treaty, truce, calm, composure, contentmertxagbn, quiet, silence, stikss.

The world is seeking for peace. People are sometimes willing to give up anything,
including their freedom, with the hope of getting a few moments of peace within their hearts and
lives. The world offers all kinds of agions for gaining peace. Theisciple is to be an
ambassador of Godbébs peace to a | ost world. We
that in the midst of any storms, God can bring peace to any heart that calls upon His name. He is
JEHOVAH -SHALOM, "The LORD is Peace". The peple of Israel found themselves under
attack and bondage. Over and over again they forsook walking with God. One generation would
be forgiven, and the next generation would backslide and fall away from worship and obeying
G o d word. They could have hadgee in the country if they would have submitted their lives
to the LORD. They found themselves not having faith but being full of fear. They could not trust
that God would look after them and protect them, nor did they trubei covenants of God. The
people had lost their purity, peace, prosperity, and liberty. They were no longer setting
themselves apart from the things and people of the world but were joining in all the pagan
activities both in life and worship.

This timeGod was going to raise up arfner named Gideon to bring deliverance to the
people of God. But the problem was that he had no faith, either, and was full of fear. Even when
God sent His Holy angel, Gideon struggled with what the LORD wanted him to dp ILH
15). The angel of the@RD needed to assure Gideon that He would give him peace and that he
would not die.

True peace brings harmony and fulfillment to our lives and to the body of Christ, His
Church. Only having a personal relationship with Chdiesus, Himself can give thisue,
genuine peace (Col 3:15). God is the peace that passes all understanding. Science will never be
able to understand or unlock the formula to peace because only God can give it. The Good News
of the Gospel is that Christhrough His death on the cregsaid the price for our peace with
God. The only thing we must do is accept that payment. Christ promised the disciples that if they
would just have faith in Him, He would bring them peace (Matt 10:34) a peace that would pass
all understanding (Phil 4:7).
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We are to greet each other with the peace and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. He stands
up for us in the midst of any storm and speaks peace into the most challenging situation we will
ever face (Luke 8:24). We must stay #ad and focused on Chrissids our Lord.

The mind is the place where the biggest war of life rages. The many storms of life start in
the mind. Many sicknesses and anxieties have their roots in the mind. God can and will bring
peace if we will submit agelves totally to His will ath guidance. He can bring that peace that
wi || go beyond alll understanding. The key t
importance of the helmet of salvation. Paul told the Ephesian church that they wereritua spi
battle and that they shld put on the full armour of God (Eph 6:20). The helmet is there to
protect our mind from the attacks of the enemy. The world can only offer a false sense of peace
that seems to work for a season, but over the long baudry empty. For those whovearead
the book of Revelation, the Antichrist is going to offer the world a false peace, but Christ on the
other hand will restore true Peace. We can always, at any time, have peaceifrdehovah
Shalom

Related Scriptures:

Leviticus 26: 6;Numbers 6:26; Psalms 29:11; Isaiah 26:12; Isaiah 66:12; Luke 2:14; John 14:27;
Acts 10:36; Roman 5:1; Romans 8:6; Romans 15:33; Ephesians 2:17; Philippians 4:7 Colossians
3:15

Principle Six: THE LORD OF HOSTS

AFor t hus sd kosts, Ortemote R Dttle while, | am going to shake the
heavens and the earth, the sea also and the dry land. | will shake all the nations; and they
will come with the wealth of all nations, and | will fill this house witbrg] says the
LORD of hosts The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine, declares tlkERD of hosts
(JehovahS a b b a H#gdai }:60

There are two words that need to be explained I@me.is the Word.ORD: a ruler or
master, a nobleman, a head of a houlskl@oman of renowned peer. Synonyms:commander,
governor, leader, master, overlord, ruler, sovereign, earl, noble. The second is théostoal
large number of people or things, an armyn&yms:multitude, abundance, throng, army,
gathering.

We not only see God as Saviobyt we must also relate to Him as our Lord. He is the
LORD of HOST (JehovahSabbaoth) over all created things, the heavens, the world and all
that exist on it and in it, plus all that is in the spirit realm akana below. As a disciple we turn
over allownership of who we are and all we possess belongs to God because HEORhef
HOST in all aspects and in all areas.

The people of Israel had fallen away from walking with the LORD and because of their
wicked ways the temple had been destroyed. Téwple were now being allowed to go back to
Jerusalem and about 50,000 people headed back to their homeland. Haggai reminded the people
that what was happening to them, such as a small harvest, not enough fdotthing,cwas
because they were disobediémtlehovah God. People had forgotten what the LORD had done
for them and because of this they ended up turning and going in the wrong direction. The people
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needed to remember that God was with them and that HBRD of all. He is the LORD of all
power al might, of all things, material and spiritual, heavenly and earthly; the sole ruler of the
world and therefore of them, too.

The lesson here is that we as disciples need to understand th&iRie Sabbaoth has
the power over us all. In becoming a disejpone gives over ownership and control to the one
who has bought and paid for our lives. Many people look to Christ as Saviour, as fire insurance,
but they continue controlling and making all the decisionsHeir ives. But we are to allow the
LORD of Hosts (Jehovah Sabbaoth)o exercise His power in our lives as we let Him control
all areas of our daily experience. When God becomes LORD, then we become stewards of His
world and provisions and take up the matny of stewardship. God trusts us to uiehat He
gives us to bring glory to His Name. Discipleship means that we follow in the footsteps of the
one we have made Lord, trusting in His power over our country, home, circumstances, life, and
ministry. Jess is to be our personal Lord. He is thee avho is LORD of the armies of heaven
and earth; the One who rules over everything and the Lord of all power, who enables us to be all
He made us to be. It is He who leads us into battle against sin and theopewier

How big is the God we serve? Sinkle controls all that exists, cannot He also take care
of us? We no longer live but it is Christ who now lives in us (Gal 2:20). The pressure of trying to
be His servants by ourselves is released because all¢hated or care about is provided, and
He enables us to bless, encourage and build up others. To be a testimony of His presence in
everything we do and say, the Lord needs to be totally 100 % in all our lives. Because He is the
LORD of Hosts, then all thepower of His Holy realm is there for us ¢all on, not because of
who we are but because of who He is in dshovahSabbaoth is the divine maker and
controller of all things, who provides a place of safety and victory for those who walk rightly
before Hm.

Related Scriptures:
| Samuel 1:3; | 8muel 17:45; Psalms 84:1; Jeremiah 11:20; Haggai 2:23; Zechariah 7:9;
Malachi 4:13; Matthew 28:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:9

Principle Seven: THE LORD IS OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS

Aln His days Judah will be saved, abyd | sr ace
which He willbe called) The LORD our righteousnessd (JE

Jeremiah 23:6

The meaning of the wordghteousness standard of what is right andst; moral rightness,
virtuousness. yhonyms: blamelessness, faithfulness, goodness, hondstyour, integrity,
justice, purity, uprightness, virtue.

Scriptures are full of references to God as the righteous oneL@RD our
righteousness, JEHOVAHTSIDKENU. There is nothing that we can do to obtain
righteousness on our own. We cannot buy iblaiain it through good works. Righteousness can
only come through admitting and confessing our sinful life before Christ Jesus, and then because
ofwhatHedidon he cross we can be clothed in Godoés
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Jeremiah wanted the peoplelsrael to understand that they needed to know God as the
"LORD of Righteousness". No person can obtain righteousness on their own. God is just and
right and becase of that He will bless and treat justly all who humble themselves before Him as
LORD. Godhad not forgotten His people, but He was going to show them that because of the
covenant with David, He would raise up a Righteous Branch who would come fortie d@nelir
king (Jer 23:5). The Jews had been ruled by others. They had been scatteredttierall o
countries. They had turned away from God, but because of His righteousness and love for His
people, He was going to call them back to the land that He had givthem. He was going to
give them new shepherds to teach, guide and equip them foresandonorship unto Him.

The coming of the law in the Old Testament was to show us that we did not have the
ability to be righteous before God. Therefore, Chngtribt come to destroy the law but to fulfill
it so that we would have hope of standing beforGod not in our Trighteou
righteousness (Gal 2:21). God is the only one who could pay the price that was needed for
salvation. Therefore, Clat came as a redeemer, to purchase with His shed blood our freedom
fromsin (1 Pet2:24). War e to be temples of righteousness
of God was a place where the LORDG6S righteous
temples for Godods -22)i ghteousness (Eph 2:21

In Ephesians we are told to put on the biglage of righteousness. The breastplate was
the piece of armour t hat covered a soldierods
during battle. Ashediver s, we wear a breastplate of God?éd:
in Christ (Eph 6:1%as we do battle against our spiritual enemies.

The believer accepts Christ as Saviour and Lord because without going through Christ as
the only way, truth andfé we have no hope (John 14:6). Isaiah told us that our righteousness is
like filthy rags (k 64:6). Because of His righteousness, only Christ can wash us and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:heartthatt n s on
we do not have to strive to become righteous, but what we do need to do is lobealieat and
l'ive by faith under the banner of Christbos ri

Related Scriptures:
Deuteronomy 9:%; Psalms 7:80; Psalm 11:7; Psalm 23:3; Matthew 5:6 & 10; Acts 3:14;
Romans 1:146.7; Romans 3:22; Romans 5:18 & 21; Romans 6:18; Il Corinthiarb:21;
Ephesians 4:24; Philippians 3:9
Principle Eight: THE LORD IS OUR SHEPHERD
A T LORD is my shepherd (JEHOVAHROHI), | s hal #samp3at want 0.

The meaning of the wor8hepherd h er d s ma n; one who tends, feed
chargedwith the religious care and guidance of otheggdhymscaretakerprotector, guide.

The Lord desires to shepherd us in our daily thoughts and actions. When we become part

of His flock He looks after us in a variety of ways. The people of Israel wenglepgvhose
heritage began as shepherds of flocks of animals. Thegftihe saw God as thG&reat
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Shepherd, JEHOVAH-ROHI. Most of the patriarchal leaders were shepherds. They all had
been trained in the responsibility of looking after and caring for sle¢ep,

What makes a true shepherd is that he has a heart for the bteebuilds a relationship
with them. He understands how they think and act. The shepherd/sheep relationship is the picture
that God wants us to understand. Yahweh is the shepherd &urgJehovahRohi. The
shepherd knows the sheep by name, and they Kiswoice. When the shepherd is near there is
peace; fear is not present because the shepherd is willing to lay down his life for the sheep (John
10:11).

The prime meaning afehovahRohi is the LORD who leads and feeds. God wanted the
people to know thtaHe was always there to go before them and provide their needs. They would
never be out of His sight. He had chosen them and now He would care for them all the way as
long as they trustkand obeyed His leadership. The Bible is full of the shepherd ar&p sh
illustrations that we are to learn and grow from because as we do our relationship with God will
become more personal and loving. God will become a trusted companion to us.

Psalm 23gives us a job description of what a shepherd should be. This i$bdvis to
us and He patterns an example of how leaders should minister to their sheep. A shepherd is to
lead, protect, feed and care for the sheep. He is to be willing to lay dowreHhiarlihe sheep,
and when there is one missing, he leaves the flodkdk for the one that is lost and bring it
back (Matt 18:1614).

Psalm 23 provides many principles for the ministry of shepherding. These principles in
this Psalm were well understoty the shepherds of that time. We must see that this beloved
Psalm 23that so many have memorized, has great truth and reality for our everyday walk. The
shepherd prepared the ground and took them to still waters. He protected them with a rod, staff
and $ing. He nurtured them with the staff and anointed their head wlithHeialso became the
gate at night to the sheep fold (Ps 28)1These and many more important principles we need to
understand and apply to our lives and ministry today.

Scripture shas how God put in place shepherds (leaders of his people), but Hé wou
also remove those shepherds that were not obedient to Him. He warned us of the hireling and the
ones who come in sheepbs clothingl3dto hurt, ki

In the New Testament the Gospel shows us that Christ takes istepefarther by
proclaiming to all who would hear that He was the good shepherd, the one who would lay down
His life for the sheep (John 10:11). He also pointed out the religious leadershatlol have
been caring for the sheep but who were in realitpcbi{Matt 15:14; 23:16) and destructive
shepherds.

Christ is our chief shepherd (1 Pet 5:4). The Hebrew people knew that the Messiah would
come who would shepherd them and lead them oubrddge and destruction. They prayed and
looked for that day. Buthey did not realize that the Messiah shepherd would first come as a
servant, as the book of Isaiah prophesied, and that He then would come again the second time to
take His bride, the churcho be with Him in glory as thekKing. We are all in some formro
fashion shepherds. The group of people that we look after may just be our families. Others will
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have greater responsibilities. But we do have a responsibility to help and care oneHer.anot
Christ gives the example that we are to follow (1 Pet2:28.né&kd to care for others as Christ
cares and loves us. He desires with all His heart to bdehwvahRohi, one who leads, feeds,
defends, cares for, heals, trains, corrects, and is gvilbrdie for us in the process, if necessary,
because of His gre&ive.

Related Scriptures:
Genesis 49:24; 1l Samuel 5:2; Psalm 7874) Psalm 100:3; Isaiah 40:11; Jeremiah 3:15;
Ezekiel 34:710; Ezekiel 34:1116; Matthew 9:36; Matthew 26:31; John 148;
Hebrews 13:20; | Peter 2:25; | Peter 5:4

Principle Nine: THE LORD WHO IS THERE

AThe city shall be 18,000 cubits round abou
be,6 The LORD i s t {BeHAMMA He)eleHd2y/ A H
The meaning of the ard Presencethe fact or condition of being present, the state of being in
one place and not elsewhere; the condition of being within sight or call, at Samonyms
occupancy, residence, inhabitant, existing, being.

One very important principle thabme disciples do not remember each day is that
wherever they are, whatever they are doing, whatever they are thinking, God is seeing, God is
there. Mankind and God are not separated by some great gulf. Our relatiomshgdistant and
even cold becaus# sin, and He may not fulfill all our desires and will just because we call, but
He is there in all His glory waiting for us just to whisper His hame. Nothing can separate us from
the Love of God, Paul tells (Rom 8:38)3Ezekiel ends his book by teljrthe people another
name for GodJEHOVAH - SHAMMAH, "the God who is there".

The full Godhead, the trinity of all creation, is there for us like a father concerned for his
children. He was uniquely present in the begignis still present now, and wille present at the
end of all things. After the people returned from exile, God directly portioned out the land and
the city of Jerusalem to the people, and in the end the city was given the n@inmelbfe L ORD
i s t hEHO¥AH -SHAMMAH) .

When the time hadome, God called the people back from their exile abroad to the land
and to Jerusalem, back to the temple of God. The LORD was going to personally get involved in
dividing up of the land for the people and giving to peeple clear boundaries to live tii.

Ezeki el wanted to teach them about Godbés p
His promise, that the covenant that He had made with the people was still in place; and of how
His power was still sovereign ovall the land and the people. Initgpof all that had happened
over the years and their turning their backs toward Him, He was still with them. He was the
JehovahShammah "the God who is there".

In the New Testament we are told a name of Christ whithise name Al mmanuel
me an&God fiwi th uso (Matt 1:23). The LORD desire
say and do, and each day we need to humble ourselves and commit afresh to His sovereignty
over our lives.
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Today we disciples need to rembeer that God is here in every aspef our lives. He is
concerned about our coming in and our going out. He is with us everywhere that we are. But He
also gives to us boundaries to live by. We must see daily that our heavenly Father is present in
our lives, that He keeps His promises dhdt He desires to fill us daily with His power (Eph
5:18). We are called to walk personally with Him as disciples and corporately as a church in all
that we say and do. We do not need to fear God but to have faith inHdirhas our good at
heart for usWe need to rise and proclaid@hovahShammato the world as the LORD who is
here with us.

Related Scriptures:
Exodus 29:4516; Exodus 33:145; Psalm 16:11; Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23; Matthew 28:20; |
Corinthians 3:16ll Corinthians 6:16

Attributes of God

What follows are some of the attributes of God that takes us into the very heart of who
God is and how He desires to minister to His people. Not only do these words give us a clear
understanding of who God ibut they help us to see the bigger pietof how He relates to us
personally. Because of our finite mind as a created being some of these attributes will be hard to
completely understand and to fathom the totality of what they mean. What we will dashere i
basically sum up these words in mofeaadefinition and will not take time at this time to show
how they apply to God and to us.

Holy: He isSacred, consecrated, sanctified; the idea of holiness is to be clean, without
sin; Jesus was sinless and pubet is why He could be our High Priegite disciple is

also to live a holy life, not through human ability or strength, but by taking on Christ's
righteousness; we are to be separate from the sin and evil of this world; God is our Holy
One (Ps 99:9; Let1:44; 19:2; 20:26; 1 Pet 1:16).

Immutable: He is unchangeable, constant, permanent, fixed; the unchangeableness of
God; God's nature, character and promises never to change; they are fixed for all eternity
(Gen 6:6; Hos 11:8). For the disciple this i&ey foundation stone that can help os t

have a bold faith in the God we serve. Because he never changes, His words are like an
anchor that allows us to stand firm for Him.

Infinite: He is unboundless, endless, measureless, perfect, limitless; no bggneind;

a term to express who God ikie One who was, and is, and will be for all time: past,
present and future. He is outside of the bounds of time and is immeasurable in every
respect of Who He is (Psalm 147:5). The challenge the disciple hasrheegtb is that

we are bound by time arskasons, but the freedom we have comes in knowing that our
times are in his hands and that He is not bound by earthly time but He Himself as the
infinite God will one day bring us to heaven where time will be ncemor

Omnipotence: He isGod of all powey supremacy, control, influence, supreme, utmost,
above all. He is the God of gods, the Creator and Ruler of the entire universe (Rev 19:6).
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When Christ was preparing to leave this earth, He told the disciples ¢habtid give
them power because we wodidd ourselves involved in spiritual warfare.

Omnipresence:He isGod, being everywhere present at all places and at all times. The
uniqueness of God is that He is always able through the Holy Spirit to be &cabp
That 6s why as alupdn Hiscname lared Hevleear asabecause He is ever
present with us when we have invited Jesus Christ into our heart. God puts a part of
Himself into us because we are His temple here on earth.

Omniscience: He is God, one who is alknowing, totally infomed. He is not caught

unawares with what we are struggling with or what we are facing before us. He knows

the beginning from the end, He knew us before we were even born, He even knows the
number of hairs on our headhat is why for the disciple it is ingptant that we get in

step with Gododés wil/l not our will, because
present day and in the days to come.

Righteous: He is virtuous, moral, just, upright and honest, both ad &a with man.
Godds compl Bytrightequs. @herd is motpassibility of evil or wickedness in

His being. He is totally holy and pure. We as disciples are told that our own righteousness
is as filthy rags; that is why we need to rely totally om tighteousness of Christ. When

we do ths, God sees us as acceptable and worthy to enter into His presence. (Ex 9:27;
Ezra 9:15).

Sovereign: He is a supreme ruler, especially a monarch over a kingdom. He possesses
royal power and authority, having an grmo defend his royal position througtaihe

land. For the disciple, Christ is our sovereign King and Lord, the One to whom we are
committed to serve all our lives. We are also part of His sovereign army. (Genesia 15:2;
Samuel 7:18Psalm 68:20Jeremiah 44:26)

Transcendence:He has the qudy or state of being able to go outside of, or beyond, a
certain normal or physical boundary. God is inside, outside and above the realm of this
world. While He has created the world, He also stands outse&lspthere of this world

(Ps 97:9; 99:2; Eph 112 4:6).

It is important that the disciple of Christ takes time to understand the larger picture of
these words because they help to describe all aspects of the triune God. They picture for us who
the FatheiGod is, who the Son of God is, and how the HBpyrit represents God today in our
lives.

Conclusion

If one could draw a circle around God in all His uniqueness the outer rim would represent
His Divine love, grace and mercy for all mankind. This magnificent and awesome God is the one
who created althe heavens and the earth. He has had us in His mindtfre very beginning
and to the very end of times here on earth. He is actively speaking, ministering and giving us a
way out of destruction into eternal lasting life.
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As disciples, we often do neoinderstand who our God is. We tend to put God into all
kind of little boxes, instead of trying to form an overall picture of who He is. Just as God called
the people out of Egypt and shepherded them each day, we also need to have faith and trust Him
that He can guide and lead us each day. He does know us l®; nam

The naméi |  Acamdhave many things added after it and all these titles represent who
God is. Whatever you need or struggle with, He can provide you help. If you need a healer, |
Am. If you needcomfort or peace or love or joy, He Is. The differenthea of God reveal Him
in some aspect of His character and dealings with mankind. He is everything good and can
supply all we may need. That is why God told Moses to tell the people of Israel thaverhat
was needed in their lives, God could and was abhletand do (Ex 3:22). God was going to set
the people of Israel free, and bless them abundantly as His children. Whatever the enemy threw
up, God overcame and defeated in the very midst of alllpeop

Discipleship Application

As Christians we need 8ee that God iall to those who trust in Him and call upon Him
for everything (Matt 7:78). The more we know Him the greater the freedom we will have from
sin, fear, powerlessness, anxiety, etc. Glearer the understanding we will have about what our
Gad is capable of doing for us and in all of life, the better it will be for us. We need to build our
personal relationship with God and let Him build His character into us. As we do that, He will
produce rich fruit in us, and we will have confidence and pote share Him with others.

Can we personally state, that we believe:
In the one true God, in the Trinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Commitment and Prayer

Dear Triune God,

| thank Youfor creating all mankind and giving us an opportunitserethough we have
fallen away through sin and disobedience, to be able to still come to You as our Creator. We see
from Your Scriptures Your awesomeness and fullness. You truly are all thingsdoeusyho
has no beginning and one Who has no end. Wesearirom Who You are how much You show
forth grace and mercy and peace to all who receive. We also see how You put a little bit of
Yourself into our hearts when we confess our sins and make You hdr8aviour of our lives.
Thank You for not giving up ons but through Your Spirit continuing to move and speak into
our hearts and draw us closer to Your heart. | pray that You keep us in the palm of Your hand
and that You would help us to walk and folldf®u and live according to Your will so that our
lives will bear fruit and glorify Your name.

A prayer from my heart to your heart Oh Lord,

Signature and Date.

Foundational Scriptures of this Doctrine
Deuteronomy @&t; Matthew 3:16; John 1:1; Acts 543 1 John 5:8
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Chapter Three

Teachings Concerning Jesus Christ

AfiBehold the virgin shall be with child, a
Immanuel, (1 sa 7:14) 0 fAwdoidc hwiitsh tursadons | at e
Matthew 123

APaul , a b dsud Ghestcalladitd be anfapostle, separated to glospelof

God which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scripture, concerning

His SonJesus Christ our Lordwho was born of the seed of David accordm¢fieflesh,

and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the
resurrection from the deado.

Romans 1:4
Introduction
Goddés plan to bring about restoration was
outin the fullness of Godés time. The plan sent
Emmanuel o r AGod with wuso (Matt 1: ®» 3ufill theGdr i st 0s

Testament prophecies. The goal was to bring to the world the opportunigveéoahpersonal
relationship with God and be able to walk and live in His presence once again.

The life of Jesus Christ has been recorded for us in the Gasipttie Bible. Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John give testimony to this unique gift that was sesselfour books of the
New Testament (known as the AGood News or Go:
who Jesus Christ is, His nature and the purposéilife and that He is truly God.

Definitions:

Immanuel / Emmanuel: the meaning of this nama Christ is "God with us". For the
disciple this name carries so much personal meaning because now the living God,
through Jesus Christ, caersonally indwells our hearts.

Jesussh Yahweh Saveso I n Hebrew and Greek the
Greek name for the Hebrew name, Joshua. For us as disciples, it is like we were
drowning in a lake of sin, and when we call upon His name, t#s3ss from our sins.

Christt AAnoi nted Oneo or Messiah Chri st has co
save us from the curse of death and destruction. He has come to anoint us with His
presence and to anoint us with the power of His Holy Spirit.

Gospel: Good news of Jesus Christ; also a title give to the first four books of the New

Testament (Matthew, Mk, Luke and John); Christ's coming to earth is made up of ten
powerful realities: The Living Word, His virgin birth, His earthly life, His deat
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resurrection, ascension, the sending of His Holy Spirit, birth of the church, His second
coming and the kingam of heaven.

The good news of Jesus Christ spans both the Old Testament and New Testament. The
Old Testament gives us prophecies concertire coming of the Messiah whose name would be
Emmanuel, AGod with wuso. I t was yomgto rgdeameback thi® u s
lost world and that redemption would come through His only begotten Son (John 1:14; Matt
3:1617). As we move tahe New Testament, we begin to see the fulfilment of the OId in the
New as one complete and awesome story abesiis Christ. We begin to see the bigger picture
of what God has in mind for His creation.

Prophecy of Jesus

Throughout the whole Bible we have markers that point and foretell of one who would
come as a Messiah. They declare how He would come, whydtéd come. The Bile has a
clear purpose and goal for why it was written and kept from destruction up untitebenp day.
We are told amazing truths and that they would be part of a linage that runs back to before
creation and then present as a picttwacerning a branch that would come from Jessie, king
David father. A Righteous Branch who would bring salvatma anointing to all who would
receive Him as their Lord and Saviour. iBehol
will raise to Davd a Branch of righteousness; A King shall reign and prosper, and execute
judgement and r i g fJere3oby Bramcls: ka 1il:h; Zdch3eB; 6el2)r t h 0

What you find below are prophecy that where given by various prophets over hundreds of
yearsthat have been recorded in the Hebrews Scripture and fulfilled by the coming of Jesus
Christ.

Prophecies Fulfilment
1. Gen 3:15 Would be the 60ffspring of Gal4ddNomanod
2. Gen 12:3 Promised Offspring of Abraham Matt 1:1

3. Gen 17:19 Pronised Offspring of Isaac Luke 3:34

4. Num 24:17 Promised Offspring of Jacob Matt 1:2

5. Gen 49:10 Will descand from the tribe of Judah Luke 3:33

6. Isa 9:7 The Heir to the throne of David Luke 1:3233
7. Mic 5:2 Place of birth Matt 2:6

8. Dan 9:25 Time of birth Luke 2:12

9. Isa7:14 Born of a virgin Matt 1:18
10Jer 31:15 Slaughter of infats Matt 2:16
11Hos 11:1 Escape into Egypt Matt 2:14
12lsa 9:12 Ministry in Galilee Matt 4:1216
13Deut 18:15 As a Prophet John 6:14
14Ps 110:4 As a Priest, Like Melchizedek Heb 6:20
15Jsa 53:3 His rejection by Jews John 1:11
16lsa 11:2 Some of His characteristics Luke 2:52
17Zech 9:9 His triumphal entry John 12:1314
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18Ps 41:9 Betrayed by a friend Luke 22:4748

19Zech 11:12 Sold for thirty pieces of silver Matt 26:15

20. Zech 11:13 Money to be returned for aMpRV:Teros fi el
21.Ps 109:78 Judasds position be takdcasld80anot her
22Ps 27:12 False witnesses accuse Him Matt 26:6061

23Isa 53:7 Silent when accused Matt 26:6263

24 ]sa 50:6 Strudk and spit on Mark 14:65

25Ps 69:4 Hated without cause John 15:225

26.1sa 53:45 Suffered vicariously Matt 8:1617

27lsa 53:12 Crucified with sinners Matt 2738

28Ps 22:16 Hands and feet pierced John 20:27

29.Ps 22:68 Mocked and inglted Matt 27:3940

30Ps 69:21 Given gall and vinegar John 19:29

31.Ps 22:8 Hears prophetic words repeated in mockery Matt 27:43

32.Ps 109:4 He prays for His enemies Luke 23:34

33Zech 12:10 His side to be pierced John 19:34

34Ps 22:18 Solders cast lots for His clothes Matt 27:35

35Ps 34:20 Not a bone to be broken John 19:33

36.1sa 53:9 To be buried with the rich Matt 27:5760

37.Ps 68:18 His ascension Luke 24:505

5L{/Lt[9{Q

ISAIAH: PICTURE OF THE SUFFERING SERVANT
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THE PROPHECY THE FULFILLMENT

Phil 2:9

Mark 15:17, 19

John 12:37, 38
Rom4:25; 1 Pet 2:24, 25
Rom 3:25; 5:6, 8

1) He will be exalted (52:13)

2) He will be disfigured by suffering (52:14; 53: 2)
3) He will be widely rejected (53:1, 3)

4) He will bear our sins and sorrows (53:4)

5) He will make a blood atonement (53:5)

6) He will be our substitute (53:6, 8) 2 Cor 5:21

7) He will voluntarily accept our guilt ahpunishment (53:7) John 10:11

8 He wi I | be buried Jn a rich Pdm®8342t omb (53: 9
9) He will justify many from their sin (53:10, 11) Acts 13:3839; Rom 5:1519

10) He will die with transgressors (53:12) Mark 15:27, 28; Luke 22:37

Gospel of Jsus

The Holy Spirit has also given to us four Gospel accounts writtenrbg trews and one
Gentile picturing for us dynamic testimonies of how they saw their Master Jesus Christ their God
walking here upon the earth.

The Gospel of Christ picture for uen major truths that would change the direction of all
mankind. These tengnts are also theological and doctrinal points that the disciple should
memorize and stand firm on when speaking to those who you are sharing the Gospel with. Plus,
we need to belear on these principles when we are dealing with people who would tityte d

or say that they are not true.
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1. Living Wordi John 1:1-5

From the very beginning it was the Living Word that spoke everything into being,
all that was created was creatgdGod Almighty. When God spoke, dramatic things took
place. Right fronthe beginning of time God walked with man as the Living Word. A
Word that could be spoken to nations, but also personalized to His individual children. It
Is important for all disciles to understand that the Gospel of the Good News reaches right
back tothe creation of the world and that His crowning event and the most exciting good
news was God speaking into being, a man and a woman, who was made in His image
(Gen 1:27). Our God ithe one who speaks life giving words to that which He has created.
(ATed sai do: Gen 1: 3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, y

2. Birth i Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-20

After two and a half thousand years of prophetic proclamation, God sent His Son
to be conceivedby a virgin woman through the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35). He was born in
Bethlehem and was heralded to the shepherds through a host of angels (L-@kg. 2:1
Later, wise men came and presented Him gifts (Mattl2)1 As this was happening, the
enemy was se@hg to destroy Him (Matt 2:1:38).

3. Life T books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

For the first thirty years of Hi s | i1fe,
Once the fullness of time was reached, He left home and was baptized by John the
Baptist (Matt 3:1317). This began His earthly ministry of proclaiming the Kingdoim
God and illustrating how we as a sinful people could come into a personal relationship
with God. He challenged the religious ways of His day and proclaimed that He was the
light of the world (John 8:12). He told how the Father had a plan of redemptin a
grace, pouring out His life as a drink offering.

The people desired to make Him a king because of all the miracles he performed.
Christ did not allow this to happen. His life nedléd one of a servant (Matt 20:28). Our
lives need to be one of servia@d commitment to Him as Lord and Saviour (Phil-2:9
11).

4. Deathi Matt 27: 45-54; Mark 15:33-39; Luke 23:4439; John 19:2837
The enemy constantly sought to destroy Christ. It seetihat he won when Jesus
was beaten and hung on a cruel cross, likenaimal. Jesus shed His blood and gave His
last breath into the hands of the Father in heaven (Luke 23:46). For three days He
remained (Luke 24:7) in the depths of the earth wher&ekef life and death (removed
in the Garden of Eden) was taken back fisatan (Rev 1:18).
5. Resurrectioni Matt 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-10; John 20:1119

If Christ remained in the grave, He would have been no different than any other
man. Onthg hi rd day, death could not hol d Hi m,
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filled His body and He rose from death, victorious of its hold (Luke 24:7). Jesus broke
the chains of sin and death once and for all and the bridge was restored between God and
mankind.

Because of this even relationship was no longer external but became internal. We
could now through confession of our sins and by faith, now have Christ Jasgsdius
for all eternity. After His resurrection, He appeared to the disciples and ntlaeng @o
bear testimony of the things that had changed (Luke 2413).3

6. Ascensioni Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:911

Not only was Christ resurrected, He ascended uptim clouds, being seen by
many, is now in paradise, to prepare a place for us (John 4dd2js intercede on our
behalf to the Father. Relationship was being restored on all levels. The Kingdom of
Heaven and the kingdom of earth was now totally undetht@adship of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

7. Holy SpiritT Acts 2:1-39; 10:44

Next came the fuilliment of a promise that Christ made to the disciples (John
14:16), on the day of Pentecost came the outpouring Holy Spirit and fire (Aefd.2:1
Godd6s v ece was powesneq into the heart of every believer. The power that
God granted to overcontbe grip and strongholds of this sinful world would now be in

mandés heart. The Holy Spirit would become
forsaking us. Wecould have life abundantly because of His presence in our lives (John
10:10).

8. Churchi Acts 2:3847 to Acts 28:31

On the Day of Pentecost, Christ sent forth the power of the Holy Spirit and at that
moment the church was birthed. Christ not only wantetbthave a personal relationship
with Him, but also desired for us to build relationshiyith other believers. The church
was to be His body (Rom 12:5), the organism that He would be head of and flow through
as a witness to a lost world (Acts 1:8). Itwia be a light to all who would desire to give
their lives to Christ; a place of refuge asmdfety for the pilgrim who was travelling
through.

Jesus would empower His body in unity and harmony, equipping them for various
types of ministries and servic@ Tim 3:17). The life blood of the body would be the
Holy Spirit, evidenced by the fruit ahe Spirit (Gal 5:223) displayed through the
church as a body and people as individuals.

The church was to be a place of rest and peace, a place to be rdsidrad,
trained and equipped for service (1 Cor 12313. We do not have to feel aloroe
abandoned, as we are now part of a worldwide family. We have been adopted into the
family of God, having brothers and sisters who can help and care for us aslkveith
Christ (Rom 8:1517).
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9. Second Coming Acts 1:11; 1 Thes 5:111

Jesus told the dciples on the day of His ascension that just as they saw Him go,
He would come back again to personally receive His own (Acts 1:11). We were now His
children and joint heirs with Him (Rom 8:17). He is our King and we are His
ambassadors proclaiming theage, love and mercy of our God to all who would receive
it (2 Cor 5:20).

10.Heaveni Matt 3:2; Acts 7:49; Rev 4:311: 21:3; 21:927

Jesus tells the sttiples in John chapter 14 not to worry because, He was now
going to prepare a place for us (John13)1What a beautiful day it will be, when we
enter the gates into heaven; streets paved with gold and everywhere one looks, mansions
prepared for our awal. We will also for the first time meet Jesus face to face and He
will then welcome us personally intoidHEternal Kingdom. We will become part of the
greatest celebration eveiThe Marriage Supper of the Lambs (Rev 19:7)

What Christ did for us wasurl y A Good Newso for al | manKki

relationship of love, mercy and grace to all who ldoeceive it as a gift (no strings attached).

Out of the Gospels came two doors for us to journey throuQhe of restoration and the other

of fellowship / relationship. The disciple of Christ experience so much because we confessed our
sins and invitedChrist Jesus into our hearts (Rom 1Q®. People, salvation is for all (John
3:16), but we must make a move first by coming to Him as our Lord avid\8.

SCRIPTURES:
| Corinthians 15:2, Il Corinthians 9:13, Galatians 1:7, | Thessalonians 2:4, Md& 1% Luke
24:4549, Acts 1:111

Also see the disciples Gospel Creed in Appendix Number 1.

Beatitudes of Jesus Matt 5:310

Matt 5:311 list the beatitudes, ways of thinking, teaching of Jesus, proper attitudes for
living. These have to do with teachirthat should guide and direct thinking and walk with
Christ. The way we think has a dynamic effect on how we live out eachTtay. are short
statement communicating God's approval and blessing on how we should deal with things in our
Christian walk. Thee verses tend to start off with the word "blessed”. The truth is these
statements come with a blessing from God when activated one6s | i fe. Thi s
larger portion of Scripture that run from Matthew 5:1 to the end of chapter seven2@r§his
section is known as the Sermon on the Mount. The whole section of teaching is largely dealing
with teaching that wel®uld keep in minds as we are interacting with other people and when we
are praying to God on how we should live for Him.

1) Poa in spirit (5:3) for theirs is the kingdom of heaven Is 57:15

- The world wants us to focus on ourselves, doing that whidh ¢ged for us,
we often can have a spirit of pride, but what we should be focusing on is the
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Kingdom of Heaven. Not trying touidld up our own ability but submitting
ourselves to Christ and His will for our lives. In this world it may seem that
we are poobut in Christ we have things because we are a Kings kid a child of
God (1 John 3:2). Paul tells us that God will use the mdahe world to
confound the wise. (1 Cor 1:27) James also picks up on this and tells that God
has chosen the poor of this wottdbe rich in Him (James 26) The way we
overcome worldliness is by humbling ourselves before the Lord (James 4:7
10).

2) Mourning (5:4) shall be comforted Is 61:1, 2

Sometime one personal goal is to have happiness at any cost, but often it is a
fleeting feeling based on an emotion and the challenge is that happiness has a
neverending goal line. It seems that when you achidnestate of happiness

it only last for a few moments of time. What we need to do is intrust our lives
to God who can comfortna encourage us in all situation (2 Cor-I)3 He

can fill our lives with peace and contentment (Phil 4:7).

3) Meekness (5:5) shall inherit the earth Ps 3713

Meekness is a state of gentleness and humility, it is not weakness as man
would have us to think. It is a calmness and security that God is in control
and is able to work all things out (Phil 2:13). Man strives for poueer

have others fear an emulate whey are. The key is to put God first and to

do what you do for His glory. We need to cast all our cares on Him, to join
ourselves together with Him and His will (Matt 11:2@). And it is at that

point we then shall imerit the earth.

4) Righteousness (6) shall be filled Is 11:4%; 42:14

We are told that our righteousness is like dirty rags (Isa 64:6). The way we
can obtain righteousness is to put on Christ righteousness (PHilLB: 7o

cloth ourselves in Christlesus. The world runs after trying tmake
themselves right by what they do, but this is a goal that is impossible because
before God we are all sinners (Rom 3:23). When we put on Christ
righteousness we become filled with the presence and power of tlye Hol
Spirit, and it is at that point weecome satisfied and at peace with who we are

in Christ (John 16:8.3).

5) Mercy (5:7) shall obtain mercy Ps 41:1

Mercy is to show compassion and forgi\

strength and ability shédi not come througlourselves but through Christ
who fills wus with His presence. We
will for others and for ourselves (Eph 8). It is interesting to note that when
we show and have the attitude of mercy towasthers, God pouitback on

to us. (Rom 11:32; 2 Cor 4:1; Eph 54
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6) Pure in heart (5:8) shall see God Ps 24:3, 4

- God is always look at the heart of man because it what come out of the heart
that shows who we truly are (Pro 27:19). The heart igpthee where faith
must dwell and manifest itself to God and to others. When our heart is pear it
aligns the rest of our being into a place where we can be in the presence of
God. Man often is deceptive and is trying to fulfil His own desires and will,
but a disciple of Chrisshould not be filled with the world attitudes, but with
the heart of God in all areas of oneds
work of His hands in our life, plus for the believer there is a day coming
where we will see Hinflace to face (1 JohBt1-3).

7) Peacemaker (5:9) shall be called children of God Is 57:18,19

- To be a peacemaker, one themselves needs to be confident and at peace with
who they are, and this can only be possible by the presence of God flowing
throughoné s | i f e .(Théavorld is fulDof tdrr@cjl and is at war with
itself. Our goal is to be a restorer (Gal 6:1) to rebuild what the enemy has
corrupted and destroyed. We are to be ambassadors of Christ Jesus (2 Cor
5:20). To be a peacemaker is a life¢ journey off sermg and walking with
God each day hand in hand (Heb 1211(). Discerning His will for ourselves
and for others. The ultimate goal, that God has for people is that the dividing
wall which has kept man separated from God, would be twra dEph 2:14).

8) Pewsecuted (5:10) shall have the kingdom of heaven Is 52:13

- There is great persecution of the disciples and the church around this day and
often it is because of He who dwells in us (Rom &87Phil 1:29; Heb 2:10;
1 Pet 5:10). Chriswarn us thajust as He suffered and was persecuted, they
we would also undergo suffering and persecution (Matt 1RE)6 The enemy
wants to destroy the believer and the church. But our goal is not to focus on or
try to hang on to this life here on darbut to be mpared for the Kingdom of
Heaven (2 Tim 3:12). All things will pass away and we will become new
creations in Christ Jesus (2 Cor 5:17). This is not our home put we are
ambassadors here on earth representing another kingdom (2 Cor 5:20).

There are mordBeatitudes found in Luke 6:222; Rev 1:3; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7; 22:14
plus several other places throughout the New Testament.

Teaching of Jesus

It has been said many times that Jesus was a master teacher and that He taught with
authority and power (Mitt 7:29). He used a variety of teaching methods to get to the people
truths concerning God and His kingdom. Teaching is a way that we pass on information or
instruction to another. Jesus set the example and we as disciples also need tbebg. tikas
something we are all to do, but it is also one of the spiritual gifts that God gives to the body of
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Christ (1 Cor 12:28). While we are to teach others, we ourselves must also be taught. The
learning process never ends. There is always moeata.|

What follows is a list of the various teaching that have been recorded for us in the
Gospels.

Matthew:

A Sermon on the Mount: MattB
A Beatitudes: Matb:1-12
Lordds Pr alber : Matt 6:5
Anxiety and Worry: Matt 6:2584
Judging: Matt 7:16
Tree and Ruit: Matt 7:15
Sending out the Twelve: Matt 10
Cost of Discipleship: Matt 16:228
Discipline and prayer: Matt 18:1%0
Divorce: Matt 19:312
Wealth: Matt 19:1630
Greatest Commandment: Matt 22:3@
Scribes and Pharisees: Matt 23363
Lord's Supper: Ma26:26-30
Great Commission: Matt 28:120

I I I B I I D D D D >

Mark:

A Divorce: Mark10:112

Rich young ruler: Mark 10:131

Give to Caesar: Mark 12:1B7

Christds Return: Mar k 13: 24:
Di sci plesd Commi8si on: MarKk

> > > >
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Lord of the Sabbath: Luke 63

Golden Rule: Lke 6:31

Seventy Disciples: Luke 10:16

Worry: Luke 12:2234

Call to Repentance: Luke 1351
Discipleship: Luke 14:2835

Second Coming of Christ: Luke 17:X7

D D D D> D> > 5

John:

A Word of Life: John 1:34

Born Again: John 321

Living Water: John 4:126
Scripture ad Moses: John 5:397
Bread of Life: John 6:259

Light of the World: John 8:220
Son of Man: John 8:230

> >

> I > >
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Truth and Freedom: John 8:3¥

Good Shepherd: John 1618
Resurrection and Life: John 1146
Jesus and the Disciples: John18:1
Theway and tle truth and the life: John 145}
Jesus and the Father: John 125/
Jesus and the Holy Spirit: John 14356
Vine and Branches: John 151¥
Disciples and the World: John 15:28
Prayer: John 16:238

Time: John 21:123

Miracles of Jesus

Miracle are gpernatural event, a wonder, a phenomenon, or something we marvel about.

The Bible also uses the words, "signs and wonders". It can also be thought of as something
beyond human ability, scientific knowledge, or conventional logic. EVieeysy Jesus went,

we are told that that signs and wonders or miracles follow. But even in this are there is
lessons to be learned for the disciple, because Jesus was going to commission an empower
His disciples to be able to do the same things as He dadk(/6:1518).

Wha follows is a list of the various miracles that have been recorded for us in the

Gospels.

Synoptic Gospels:

=2 A -4-0_-9_9_95_95_2_2._-2-._-2-

Man, with leprosy: Matt 8:4; Mark 1:4044; Luke 5:1214

Pet er 04n-lamdMath8el415; Mark 1:3031; Luke 4:3839
Calming the storm: MatB:23-27; Mark 4:3741; Luke 8:2225

Two men possessed with devils: Matt 828 Mark 5:115; Luke 8:2739
Man, with palsy: Matt 9:27; Mark 2:312; Luke 5:1826
Jairusos da u2p;iMark5:2143;Make 846056 : 1 8
Woman with bleding: Matt 9:2022; Mark 5:2534; Luke 8:4348

Man, with a withered hand: Matt 12:-1(; Mark 3:15; Luke 6:611
Feeding of 5,000: Matt 14:121; Mark 6:3044; Luke 9:1017; John 6:414
Walking on water: Matt 14:232; Mark 6:4752; John 6:1&1

Boy with devil: Matt 17:1421; Mark 9:1729; Luke 9:3843

Two blind men (including Bartimaeus): Matt 20:28; Mark 10:4652; Luke 18:3%43

Matthew:

= =4 =4 8 -9

Roman centurion% servant: Matt 8:5
Two blind men: Matt 9:2-81

Dumb, devil possessed man: M&i32-33

Blind, dumb, devil posssed man: Matt 12:223

Canaanite womané6s-286daught er: Matt 15: 21
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1 Feeding of 4,000: Matt 15:329
1 Fish with coin: Matt 17:2427
1 Fig tree withers: Matt 21:182

Mark:

Devil possessed man in synagogue: Mark 221

Canaantevo mands daugiBd er : Mar k7: 24
Blind man at Bethsaida: Mark 8:26

Feeding of 4,000: Mark 8:9

Fig tree withers: Mark 11:124, 2025

= =4 =4 -8 9

Luke:

9 Deuvil possessed man in synagogue: Luke 831

1 Huge catch of fish: Luke 5:41

f Roman centuriond® servant: Luke 7:
T Widow at Nai7n¥Blg son: Luke

1 Blind, dumb, devil possessed man: Luke 11:14

1 Crippled woman: Luke 13:207

1 Man with dropsy: Luke 14:4

1 Ten men with leprosy: Luke 17:1119

T The high priesté$ servant: Luke 22:

John:

Water into wine: John 2:11

Nobl emands s odohnad4eb4LCaper naum:
Sick man at the pool of Bethesda: John 151

Man born blind: John 9:14

Lazarus: John 11:44

Huge catch of fish: John 23111

= =4 -8 8 -4 -9

Parables of Jesus

These are said to bearthly stories with heavenly meanings. They can be pictures or
storiesfrom nature, history, or from culture and tradition. Parables illustrate moral or spiritual
lessons. Jesus taught the people with many parables. Even when He was using this method of
conveying heavenly truth often the disciple did not understand ancepadl J-esus aside to give

them the meaning of what was being said (Matt 1-3:1)0

What follows is a list of the various teaching that have been recorded for us in the

gospels.
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Synoptic Gospels:

E R B B

Lamp under a bushel: Matt 5:14; Mark 4:2122; Luke 1:33-36
New cloth on an old garment: Matt 9:16; Mark 2:21; Luke 5:36
New wine in old wineskins: Matt 9:17; Mark 2:22; Luke 539
Sower: Matt 13:3,1823; Mark 4:38,1420; Luke 8:58,11-15
Mustard seed: Matt 13:332; Mark 4:3032; Luke 13:1819
Husbandhen: Matt 21:3240; Mark 12:111; Luke 20:918

Fig tree: Matt 24:385; Mark 13:2831; Luke 21:2933

Matthew:

= =20 _9_9_9_9_42_4_°5_2_-2_-2._-2._-2-

Wise and foolish builders: Matt 7:2¢
Leaven: Matt 13:33

Tares and wheat: Matt 13:280, 3643
Hidden treasure and pearl: Matt 13:4@
Fishing net: Matt 13:450

Owner of a house: Matt 13:52

Lost sheep: Matt 18:124

Unmerciful servant:. Matt 18:235
Laborers in the vineyard: Matt 2016
Two sons: Matt 21:282

Wedding banquet: Matt 22:P4
Faithful and wise servant: Matt 2448
Ten virgins: Matt 25:113

Talents: Matt 25:180

Sheep and goats: Matt 25:36

Mark:

T
T

= =2 -4_-_0_9_9_9_4_42_29_2_-2_-2-/

Growing seed: Mark 4:2@9
Watchful servants: Mark 13:337

c
=
®

Wise and foolish builders: Luke 641
Canceled debts: Luke 74113

Good Samaritan: Luke 10:3¥
Persistenfriend: Luke 11:58

Rich fool: Luke 12:1621

Watchful servants: Luke 12:380
Faithful and wise servant: Luke 12:43
Unfruitful fig tree: Lukel3:6:9
Leaven: Luke 13:221

Honor at a banquet: Luke 1414
Great banquet: Luke 14181

Cost of disciplesim: Luke 14:2833
Lost sheep: Luke 15:4
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Lost coin: Luke 15:810

Prodigal (lost) son: Luke 15:132
Shrewd steward: Luke 168

Rich man and.azarus: Luke 16:131
Obedient servants: Luke 171D
Persistent widow: Luke 18:2

Pharisee and the publican: keu18:1014
Ten pounds: Luke 19:127

=4 =4 -8 -8 _98_9_°5_2

John:
1 Good Shepherd: John 1618

The | Amdés of Jesus
AJesus said to t hewmbefofeAbrahdmywasAmr gbHhgsg | say

God has always been the Saviour of His people; delivering them fromnglayiving
them victory over their enemies, providing forgiveness for sin. As evidence of this love, He sent
Jesus to pay for all sins fafl time for those who believe and follow Him. Various aspects of His

character and nature are taught to us thraughe t i tl es of t he #l AMO n
Himself. Hopefully we will see Christ in a much newer and fuller way than before. Plusliwe
see how these Al AMO names are | inkediHeack t c

said also,l am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob. e Godnsa AWl Wl OM@annd@lddle s ashallsaytdthensans y o u
of | ssAMeént iyou. o

Definition
IAM: The name #fAl AMO, | i k @rst-peasonvoenrhof theHebnewv a h )
verb fAto bed. The name Al MDmedwvhoidptesent me ans
The Gospel of John has recorded these il y
these titls concerning Himself, it infuriated the Pharisesnd the Sadducees because they knew
from the book of Exodus that this Al amo tit]l

By making these declarations He was truly stating to the whole wwatdHe was the One and
only God and that there wasme other but Him.

Principle One: | AM THE BREAD OF LIFE

iJesus s alad thebveadofHife;ine whé comes to Me will not hunger, and he who
believes i n Me Wwamlthe breakollieed sonbehskse st 0. €

The word bread meaisead: a food made of flour or meal from grain with added liquid,
shortening and a livening ageB8lynonymstoaf, biscuit, cake, roll, bun.
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There are two basic staples that one needs to survive physically on earth. One is water
and the other is bread. Jesumnted the disciples to see that He has come to a lost world as bread
for all mankind, and that we need to see Him and understand Hme &s¢fi br ead . of | i f e

Man has always known from day one the importance of having daily bread. Without it
life cannot be sustained. But the Scripture adds another dimension to the importance of bread.
We see it used by God to feed His people. Each eagpt for the Sabbath, God rained down
manna from heaven while the Israelites were in the wilderness (Ex 16:3%). wihen the
tabernacle was built, they had the Atabl e of
of the sacred worship in theemple (Ex 25:280; Matt 12:4). As we move into the New
Testament, Christ also taught about bread to the discigies W came to their prayer life. He
taught them to say, Agive us this day our dai
took the picture of bread and elevated it into a spiritual realm. Each day mankind also needs to
have spiritual bread if hieopes to survive spiritually. After Jesus did the miracle of feeding the
five thousand, the next day He taught the disciples the importdma# looking to Him only for
physical bread but also for the spiritual bread, which is of greater importandie fétd clearly
stated that He was the fAbread of heaveno (Jolt
when Jesus dheec |Barreeadd;, ofifl Laini eto .

Finally, at the end of His earthly ministry, in the upper room Jesus spoke to the twelve of
how His life was now going to be broken for them. He was now going to be the showbread. The
bread that the Father in heaven sent was goitg tehysically broken for them. This would be
the ultimate price of love that He could give to them, and becausesairtiact they could have
eternal life. He also commanded them to continue with this fellowship time of communion until
He returned for ttm. He is to be our spiritual bread and sustain us in our everyday walk and life
(Matt 26:2630; Luke 22:1421).

Our physical body requires bread and we often desire it with great joy and pleasure. But
one needs to see that God the Father has createid w# a spiritual hunger also, that can only
be met by Christ. He has come as the bread of life from heaven fopiatuas need. Just as if
we do not eat regularly, we will die, the same is true with our spiritual man. We must partake of
the bread of daven daily if we hope to have the strength to overcome the things of this world.
We need to receive this wonderfuleld from heaven, but we also must give it out to others.
People are hungry and thirsty worldwide, and this need requires us to do sgnaibut it
through the strength and power of Christ.

Related Scriptures:
Exodus 12:20; Exodus 25:30; Deuteronomy &8alm 105:40; Matthew 4:4; Matthew 6:11;
John 6:3233; | Corinthians 11:224

Related Research:
Passover:Exodus 12:428
Manna from Heaven:Exodus 16:17

Table of Showbread:Exodus 25:230
Communion: | Corinthians 11:224
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Principle Two: | AM THE LI GHT OF THE WORLD

fi é 1 am theLight of the world; he who follows me will not walk in the darkness, but will
have theLight o f  lshn 12 . 0

e | dightdfh et heswmanr | do

The wordLight means something that makes vision possible; a heavbnly; candle;
electric lamp. Synonyms:brightness, shining, gleam, brilliance, radiance, enlightenment,
understanding, comprehension, insight, awareness, knowledge.

Jesus came to a dark world to shed lightthat we could see the way clearly for our
lives. Jesus is the light that reveals all things for us. As He proclaimed, He truly is the Light of
the world (John 1:4%).

Just as the people of Israel needed to be guided by God both day and night theough
wilderness, we also need to be guided tglothis dark world (Ex 13:21). The more corrupt the
world becomes, the harder it is to see the truth. God is light, and He is there to shine a clear
pathway for us (Ps 119:105). But time seems to darken asight and scales begin to cover
our eyes, so wcan only see things dimly as in a poorly lit room.

We are called to reflect the light of Christ to a lost world. When Christ comes into our
hearts, He does not want us to keep this light for ourselveshide it under a bushel basket, but
He wants 8 to climb up to the top of the mountain so that all may see (Matt 5:15). Our little light
can make a great difference if we will just let it shine forth for Christ.

Darkness cannot dispel darkness, buttlicgn repel any darkness. Darkness can produce
fear and anxiety whereas light can produce faith and freedom. We need light, so we can see what
is in front of us so that we will not stumble. Light is life: light causes growth and nurtures the
seed and thelant so that it will in season produce fruit.

A lighthouse is very important to sea travelers and their ships. The same is true when it
comes to our journey through life. We need people who will shine for Christ so that we can see
and find our way througthis world (John 3:19). We are also warnedt there is a day coming
to the earth when it will fall into a time of great spiritual darkness.

| need to evaluate how | look at and see things. Are my eyes seeing things through a vell
of darkness or amlboking at things through the eyes of Christ® WWeed to walk in the Light,
so we do not stumble (Eph5183) . Chri st 6s | ight gives us bol
of who Christ is. We must be a reflection of Christ so that others can alsavae tr Christ.

Related Scriptures:

Psalm 27:1 Psalm 36:9; Psalm 43:3; Psalm 119:105; Psalm 119:130; Isaiah 60:19; Matthew
5:16; Luke 8:1617; John 1:49; John 12: 386; John 12:46; Il Corinthians 46t Ephesians 5:8;

| John 1:57

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 57



5L{/Lt[9{Q twLb/Lt[9{

Related Research:

Pillar of Fire : Exodus 13:21 & Nehemiah 9:12
Word as Light: John 1:4 & 79

Sons of Light John 12:3836

God as Light: 1 John 1:57

Principle Three: | AM THE GATE
ASo Jesus said to them, dodrofthe sheep.dforhw:d vy, | s

il am thedoor; if anyone enters through Mbe will be saved, and will go in and out and
find pasmbbure. 0

There are two words we should define the firstgate: opening for passage in an
enclosed wall, fence or barrier; a means of entré®geonymsbarrier, doorway, entrance, exit,
opening, portal, entryway. The second is the wdodr: a moveable piece of firm material;
means of accesSynonymsentrance, exj opening portal, entry.

We are confronted by all kinds of gates and doors each day. Doors can keep things out of
sight, aml they can keep people or things from entering in. Christ wanted to picture for the
people of His time, and also for teday, that He was the only door into the kingdom of heaven
(John 14:6).

To be able to go almost anywhere you must pass through sayipes of doors. Doors
protect and keep us warm, but doors also hinder us and keep us in or out. People are always
trying to break in through other ways like thieves and robbers.

Jesus talked about doorways that were broad and led to destruction awdydothat
were narrow and led to life and freedom. He pictured Himself as the door to the sheepfold. Jesus
is the shepérd for the sheep and the door to the sheepfold that will keep the enemies out. The
doorway was also a place of inspection and healnglace where the sheep would personally
come into contact with the shepherd each day. And after all the sheep wedecared for, the
shepherd would lay across the doorway as the door. The door was to keep the sheep from
wandering and to protect themoin the wild animals.

Again, Jesus was taking an earthly picture and giving it a heavenly meaning. In heaven
there isonly one door to get in and that is through Christ Jesus. Heaven is not a place you can
sneak into. Jesus is the doorway that leadgdmal life. Jesus proclaimed to all the religious
|l eaders that, Al am the dooro. There is no ot

We also areike a door. We have the ability to be open or be closed. We can either be a
blockage and hindrance to people or a place of safety éugereChrist set us an example and
He is still calling us to let Him come into every area of our lives. Do not closthewtork of
the Holy Spirit but open all doors so as to be cleaned and healed and delivered.
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Related Scriptures:
Psalm 100:4; Matthe 7:13; Matthew 16:18; John 10:3; Revelation 3:20

Related Research:

Doors & Passover:Exodus 12:7

Doors of Protection for Cities:Nehemiah 3:7

Doorkeepers; Physically and Spiritually: Il Kings 22:47

Doors & Decision Making: Amos 5:15

Door & Knocking: Matthew 7:78, Luke 11:410, Revelation 3:20

Principle Four: | AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD

~

Al am tslephergtbeqdodshepherday s down Hi s lihnficar f or t
A | a m tshepherdamdl #now My own and My owknn o w  Jbhe10:10

The wad shepherdmeansa man employed in leading, feeding and guarding sheep; one
charged with the religious care and guidance of otlgsnrsonymsherdsman, herder, sheepman.

From cover to cover the Bible teaches us how God is a shepherd to His sheela th
Testament Hevas the shepherd to the Israelites but, in the fullness of time He came to earth to
be a real flesh and blood shepherd to whoever would call upon His name. The triune God was
now showing us His true nature. The job of the shepherd \eagdist of all jobslt mostly fell
on the youngest of the family, like David, for example. It paid little but carried great
responsibilities. It was important to protect oneself and the sheep from all kinds of challenges
and enemies. Jesus spoke of Hirhaslthe Shepherd our lives.

The role of a shepherd is not an easy life. It seems sheep are the most vulnerable and
helpless animals of all. They are skittish and fearful. They need a lot of attention. The Scriptures
tells us that the people of the abare like sheegvithout a shepherd, wandering aimlessly and
open to all kinds of challenges (Matt 9:36). We are in need of a true shepherd.

There is a relationship that grows between the shepherd and the sheep. He gets to know
them, and they begin tknow his voice (Jam 10:3, 27). He calls them by name and most often
they come. Atrue shepherdis willing to lay down his life for the sheep (John 10:11). We are
warned that there are other kinds of shepherds, called hirelings, who work just for mahey, an
when trouble ariss, they are nowhere to be found (Matt 7:15). The true shepherd cares for the
sheep in every detail. He watches over them, anoints them with oil, makes sure that they have
proper food and water, keeps away the enemies and provides &retlhem to sleepPs 23:16).

When one is missing, he knows of it and goes out to look for that lost one because he has great
love and concern for them (Matt 18:12).

The shepherd had three tools for his trade. fidee was like aclub that was used to
protect the sheep, and teaff was used to guide and rescue the sheep (Ps@&3 He also had
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a sling for fighting enemies of the sheep, but it could also be used to help herd and move the
sheep.

The shepherd would lead the sheeping before them. &l would choose the ground
where they would graze and get the place ready where they would sleep at night. Jesus, as our
shepherd, came to give us life and to protect us from our enemies (John 10:11). Jesus freely laid
down His life for & as sheep. We aneorth the cost.

Some of us are called to be undbepherds as leaders, whether it is just in our own
family or somewhere bigger like a small house group, but we all have a responsibility to help the
sheep that are around us. We neelld hearing thewoices and cries so that we can help where
needed. We should | ead in such a way that oth
I follow Christ.o As disciples we all need to
lives for others.

Related Scriptures:
Psalm 23:16; Isaiah 40:11; Hebrews 13:20; | Peter 5:4

Related Research:

Shepherd Job Description:Psalm 23:16
Shepherd & Hireling: John 10:1213
God the Shepherd of Israellsaiah 40:11

Principle Five: | AM THE RESURRECTION AND TH E LIFE
iné | aesurréctiorand thelife; he who believes in Me wilve even if he dies, and
everyone whtvesand bel i eves in Me will jmazxer die.

There are three words we needitfine.First, resurrect: raise from the dead, restore to
life, breathe new life into.Synonyms:revive, restore, regenerate, revitalize, stimulate, re
establish. Second i$ife: the course of an existence; a period from birth to deathonyms:
existene, being, living, creation, engy, spirit, fire, destiny, providence. Third dgath: the act
of dying; termination of life; extinctiorSynonymsdemise, end, passing, loss of life, eternal rest,
destruction.

Christ wanted to show to athankind that death and life are in the haunfl God. Jesus is
the Lord of all life and He has the resurrection power to overcome the sting of death. Even we
who have eternal life do experience death, but only physical death. Christ desires to give to us
eternal life (John 3:36; 5:24).

The discipes now needed to understand that life and death were in the hands of Jesus
Christ. This lesson was going to be taught to them from the life and death of Lazarus. It seems
that at each step Jesus made concernirgarus, the disciples challenged His actiovihat
Jesus was trying to do was to get the disciples to truly understand and believe in who He was and
is.
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Mary and Martha also responded to Jesus in two different ways. One ran out to see Him
and the other ayed home. Eventually they both confesdwealrtfaith in Him. They did believe
that He could heal and even the religious people there felt the same way. But Jesus was now
going to stretch their faith more by showing them that He had the power over lifdeattu
(John 11:25).

The time had now coeto remove the stone that was holding Lazarus in the tomb. After
the stone was rolled away, Jesus called Lazarus out, and as he struggled to come out because he
was bound in grave clothes, He commanded the dkscip go over and loosen him from them.

This would also prepare the disciples for what was going to happen to Christ in the future
with His own death. He was going to show them
am the resurrection and thei f e 0 . Chri st Hi ms b.|IE¥en thoaighunamr e ct e c
crucified and killed His body He was able to arise again because of the power of God that filled
His life (Matt 28:18).

The reason that this teaching is so important to disciples is be¢daseto do with our
understanding of lifand death from the perspective of God. We all will-dag die physically,
but what happens to our spiritual man will be determined by our actions here on earth (Phil 4:3).
There is a real heaven and a hell; ptacéfinal eternal destination (1 Cor 15:38). We must
see that we can begin to experience the resurrection power and eternal life right now, here on
earth (Rom 6:23; Phil 3:10).

Related Scriptures:
Proverbs 4:23; Matthew 16:25; Matthew 20:28; Johi63Jbhn 10:14.1; John 15:13; Romans
6:4; Rhilippians 3:10; | Peter 1:3; 1 John 3:16

Related Research:

Heaven and Hell:Matthew 3:2 & 6:9 & 16:19 Philippians 3:20; Matthew 5:22 & 10:28 Mark
9:47 1l Peter 2:410

Living & Life: 1John 3:1324

Resurrection Power:Philippians 3:711

Principle Six: | AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE

am t he w

| a t
he Fatumess Db

ARJesus said, the truth
comes to t through M

There are three key words that need taléfned. The first isvay. a thoroughfare used

or designed for &tveling, of going from place to place; a method of attaining or accomplishing

something.Synonymsmethod, process, procedure, technique, system, plan, strategy, means,

approach, habit, custg conduct, behavior, style, character. The second is the twdfd the

guality or state of being truthful; the real state of affairs; conformity or agreement with fact or

reality. Synonymssincerity, honesty, accuracy, correctness, validity, authgntfeict, principle.

The third word is,life: the course of an éstence; a period from birth to deatBynonyms:

existence, being, living, energy.
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People are always looking for direction and this was no different when it came to the
disciples ofChrist. They wanted to know clearly, which way they were going. Whdit shauld
they believe in? Where was life for them going to end? These questions are no different today,
and then, as now, Jesus provides our way, our truth to live by, and givesligs gternal (John
14:1-6).

Jesus wanted to teach the disciples thatwas the only way to the Father. He is the
foundation stone and Rock of all knowledge and truth about God. He is the road map that leads
us to the right way, He is the truth that wvamn trust, and He is the only one that offers us eternal
life if we will just believe in Him (Rom 10:20). The key is that we must commit our ways and
lives totally over to His Lordship.

Mankind is searching for all kinds of truth and for wayh&we a happy life. We want to
be free from the bondages of this world, bueoft we are | ooking in al/l
answers cannot produce spiritual freedom and life. There is nothing we can do of ourselves to
personally attain them. But Chirisas come to set things straight. Eternal life was not going to be
by our woks, but it would be because of His work on the cross, which would open the door for
us to enter into a new way of living.

The Bible is our road map and direction for life.dtaur roots and heritage. Jesus is the
truth, the lifeblood for living. He ithe source of all strength and power. He is the head that gives
direction and life to the church. Jesus also sends the Holy Spirit to give us life, to teach us Divine
truth and © walk with us as we travel along the way.

The way will not be easy, andutill be costly and full of all kinds of challenges, but He
will walk with us. He is the God of grace which He is willing to pour out on us if we will just
receive. His desire i® give us life more abundantly, to set us free from the captivity of this
world (John 10:10).

Each day is a new opportunity for you to travel through. It is a gift from God for you.
You will have to decide which way you will go (Matt 7:13). Then as gtaut out you will be
bombarded by all kinds of voices claiming that they syeaking the truth. You can stake your
life on Jesus as the real truth about God and as the only real way too@potife in all fullness.

Related Scriptures:
Deuteronomy 3(9; Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 37:5; Psalm 119:160; Jeremiah 21:8; Matthew
7:13; John 1:14; John 4:24; John 5:24; John 8:32; Acts 9:2; | Corinthians 10:13;
Il Corinthians 3:6; Ephesians 4:15; Colossians 3:4; 1l Timothy 2:15; Hebrews 10:20

Related Research
Free Will to Choose:Deuteronomy 30:19 Joshua 24:18
Broad and narrow Pathways: Matthew 7:1314

Worshipping in Truth: John 4:2124
Work and Ministry of the Holy Spirit: John 14:1&29
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Principle Seven: | AM THE TRUE VINE

filamthetrueving and My Fatheruniss the vinedr

flAbide in Me and | in you. As the br@ncannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the
vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Mam the vine you are the branches; he
who abides in Me and | in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me woudo
Nnot h ot 1gae D

There are six words that we need to define. Fitstie: steady, firm, dependable in
allegiance or devotion to a loved one, friend or leader, group or cause; in accordance with fact or
reality. Synonymscorrect, accurate, véiable, faithful, literal, properJegitimate, authorized,
heartfelt, devoted, steadfast, reliable, dependable. Secomtygrape, any climbing or trailing
woody-stemmed plant, sometimes bearing fruit, as coiled about a support.

Thirdly, sap: fluid that carries nourishment; active stggh of the body. Synonyms: life blood,

life source, vigor, vitality. Fourthlygrafting: to insert a shoot from one plant into another so that
they join and grow together, the point of union. Synonyms: implantingcirspli affixing,
inserting, joining. Hthly, abide: bear, endure, dwell, remain, last. Synonyms: to remain
constant, continuous, durable, enduring, eternal, everlasting, fast, firm, permanent, persistent,
steadfast, surviving, unending. Finalhglationship: a connection by way of relatiom; state of

affairs existing between those having relations or dealings. Synonyms: connection, link,
correlation, bond, kinship.

We are called to live a momehy-moment lifestyle that will model and reflect Jesus
Christ to a lost world. The only way thidiis is possible is for us to lggafted into the true vine
of Christ (Rom 11:1724). We must have a personal relationship witiri€€ our creator. We
need to become one with Him and His body the church.

The picture of Christ as the true vine was given of His desire to have a personal
relationship with His disciples. This relationship is to bring man together witkitieglresser
who is the Father, with Christ who is the vine, and with the Holy Spirit who is the life source
flowing through us all. Whout being part of Christ, we cannot produce anything.

Abiding as a branch is critical to a fruitful journey here on earth avéetaken out from
our old way of life and argrafted into the side of Christ to become a new creation in Him (2
Cor 5:17). he branches will need to lpeuned once in a while to keep fruit coming out, but
when a branch does not produce it is then remaret burned. Fruit is what comes out of a
living and active branch.

We also are given historical roots because whenwe becomar t of Chr i st &s

become part oflis heritage taking us back to the root of Jessie (Rom 15:12). | am no longer just
an individual, but | am now part of a unique people called out foticeeby Christ. We have
become joint heirs with ChrigRom 8:17). What makes everything work is a heart of love. We
are to abide in Christds | ove which all ows
stand up to or stop the love of Christlfd 15:4; 1 John 2:28).
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This graftingin also makes upart of afamily; we are joined together with many other
branches into what we know best as the church. Together we begin to mature and grow, to work
in harmony and unity with other disciples of Gitiriwe have all been by love grafted into Christ.

Findly, if we keep this relationship flourishing, we can ask anything of the Father, and it
will be done for us (John 15:16). This happens because we are in relationship with Christ. We
will also have tlie mind of Christ. The goal of our walk with Christ istlwe can glorify the
Father.

Personal relationship with Christ i's what
heart. It all starts by beingrafted into the True Vine. More than just beingart of a vine, we
also produce fruit that will bring gty to God (Rom 7:4). We are to produceit that will last,
and we will be known by our fruit (Matt 7:167). This is what makes a true disciple. We need to
ask ourselves each day what we are privdufor Christ because of our abiding relationship with
Him (Matt 7:7; Luke 11:9; John 14:13; Eph 3:20).

Related Scriptures:
Psalm 80:14; Matthew 26:29; Mark 14:25; Luke 22:18

Gardener and Vinedresser:Matthew 21:3341, Mark 12:112, John 1:111

Roots, Vine, Branches and Fruit: Isaiah 11:12;11-13, Psalm 1:3Matthew 7:1620, John 15:4
11, Galatians 5:223.

Grafting: Romans 11:1-24

Abiding as a Church Body:| Corinthians 12:1227

Communion: | Corinthians 11:25

Principle Eight: | AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST /1 AM THE ALPHA AND THE
OMEGA

AANnd whe n I[fell ashesvieetlas derd. But He laid his right hand on me, saying
to me, do not be afraid;am thefirst and thelast | am he who lives, and was dead, and
beholdjamal i ve f or e v e rrar@id 7. Amen. éo

AiThen He sai d tamthm&lphaand theOmega thed begiening and the end. |
will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of ifeewh 0 u trRevelti® m:4 . O

ABehol d, I am comi ngis githiMe,kd render @ revery Man r e wa
according to whahe has dond.am the Alpha and theOmega the first and the last, the
beginning and the endevelation 22:123

Alpha & Omega:the beginning and ending, the principle element, the most important
feature.The first and the last letter of the Greek alp#tabwhich means he is not only the
beginning and the end but all parts in between. The Beginning means the point at which
something starts to exist; the act or action of calling or being called into existgmoay8s:
birth, inception, genesis, as start, first part, origin, source, root. The wdfdd means
cessation of a course of action, pursuit or @gtisomething completed.yBonymstermination,
finish, border, boundary, climax, culmination.
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The | asltAmof p & § € a die s theabook of Revelatiah wiere the Apostle
John was given a vision and wrote down for the church the greatness lobrd and King to
inspire us as disciples to bow down and worship Him with all that we are. John paints for us a
picture of Jesus Christ dsetAlpha and the Omega the One who is thiirst and last of all.

The book of Revelation has as a theme the t&b worship Christ as Lord and King.
John shows to the disciple a full picture of what is happening in the heavenlies and that Christ is
prepaing a place for us and soon will be returning for the church. John uses the first letter of the
Greek alphabetral the last letter to show that Christ was there at the moment of creation and
will also be there in the end when time will be no more.

In the last chapter of the Bible we once again see the river of life and the tree of life that
were first introduceda mankind in the book of Genesis. Man was driven out because of sin, but
now because of the work of Christ and His righteousness, we are genoe laecause of grace,
able to come into the throne room cefiotheane Ki ng
who thirsts from the spring of the water of |

Through the three times that the phrésA@ | pphhad O mig uped Owe can see that the
Father and the Son are all One. God the Father, the Son and the Htlh&@ no beginning
nor end, and we must understand that they have been with us at our beginning and will be at the
end also when we go toiga with Him for all eternity (Rev 22:5). Because Christ is the
Beginning and the End, He is also all things @étvieen. He is the greét  A,raid all that we
need for our life He is. We should never forget this. Just aéltAen 0 was for Moses and for
the people of Israel, He is the same for the disciples and for the churchTbdayme will draw
to a closedr all things pertaining to our life here, and then will come the time when all pain and
suffering will come to an end, when the lion will ldgwn with the lamb. We will come to that
place where we will truly be able to worship face to face the Lamb itghorsthe throne.

The reason this lagh, |  As0 important for the disciple is because it shows Christ as
God, one with the Father arftet Holy Spirit, and that they are the-@tlusive One for all time.
God has been before time and will be there after time is no more. We also need to seedbat He h
not forgotten us, but in the fullness of time He is coming back for us as Lord Ga@dntlghty
King. We as disciples need to be ready for His great return. Christ told the disciples on the day
He ascended into Heaven that He would come back agailkeirfdshion for His bride the
Church. On that day we will be presented to Christ and waMehto give an account of that
which was given to us as Christods stewards.

One final thought concerning God: as the gidaAmo we need to understand that
whateve we need in lifeHe is. Do you need healingAe is your Healer. Do you need peace?
He isyour peace. Do you need encouragemeétfa?s your encouragete is everything and all
that we need.

Related Research

Revelation 1:8; Revelation 4:8; Revelation1In; Revelation 15:3l; Revelation 19:6;
Revelation 19:18.6
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These IAm&ph tp i fortusiseveral truths about the fullness of who Christ is. First
Christ is the center of all these teachings, and we must see Him as the One that we must go to if
we are going to experience eternal life. Second, He desires and seeks us out to haveah person
relationship with Him. Third, so much of who Christ is as our God is foundational, built from the
teaching of the Old Testament. Christ wants us to see Him asfphe total triune God.

AThat day y o uamwiMy Fathér,raodwoutintMatn d | Johfi1429 o U . O
Names and Titles of Jesus

Throughout the Old Testament and New Testament, we have many prophetic and given
names concerning our Lodiesus Christ. We will not list them all, but we will give reference to
some that are importafdr our overview about Christ and the doctrine of Christology.

There are almos200 names and titleghat are given to Christ Jesus and they describe
various aspects of who He is and how He ministers to us. Here is just a sample of some of these
names thiare recorded in the Word of God: Redeemer, Prophet, Son of God, Holy One, King,
Stone, Rose of Sham, Emmanuel, Counsellor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace, Jehovah, Messiah,
Judge, Jesus, Son of Righteousness, Son of David, Son of Man, Master, Savialrl.idfay
Lamb of God, Bread of Life, | Am, Door, Good Shepherd, Resurrection, Vine, Way, Truth, Life
Prince, Lord, Deliverer, Second Adam, Chief Corner Stone, Mediator, God, Daystar, Eternal
Life, Advocate, Alpha and Omega, Almighty, Lion of the TribeJoflah, Root of David, Rock,

Word, Lord of Lords, King of Kings.

It is important for the disciplef Christ to understand who Jesus is through these various
names. The various names of Jesus have built within them teachings that give us the power to not
only withstand the devi |, but to break his st
around us. We should never underestimate the power that comes through the names of Christ.
These names are like puzzle pieces that when they are aligetiéo as one big picture show to
us the magnificence and glory of who Christ Jesus is. He is théh@nee bow our knee to and
serve with all our hearts.

Key Function and Ministries of Jesus:

We will take a little time to reflect on at least a fewtlidse important names because they
have powerful meanings and concepts that will help the discgeotv and mature more in
Christ Jesus.

1. Messiah / Christ

The word Messiah mearist h e a n o i; the elabrenowoslds often translated
"Messiah" in the Old Testament, in the New Testament the Greek word is translated most
times"Christ” (John 4:25). Chst baptism showed that Jesus was the Messiah, anointed with
the Holy Spirit and with power (Matt 3:10, 16). It is sometime sad that the use of the word
Messiah is not translated more often in the New Testament, because the purpose of this title is
to remnd the disciple that we are committed and servéiagfin o i nt e(Acts On38)0
Think about this for a moment: we are called as a disciple of Christibltitbw you would
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feel if it was translated this way, that you aré ®i sci pl e of t.WeenWwenoi nt e

speak His name, we should realize that we are talking to One who can intervene and deal with
every challenge we face, because He igitien o i nnt eebd (@ Cor 3:23; Col 3:3). Just

think that every time you see the name of Christ, we would tbinKis unique anointed
power, a power that can flow from Him into our lives, if we would just call upon His nhame
(Rom 10:13; Phil 3:10).

The beauty of tis name is that when we become personal connected to Christ our

Messiah, we have Him and His anoigfiiiving in us (Rom 8:17; 10:90; 12:5). The Messiah

died for our sins so that through faith in Him, we can have an anointed eternal life, starting the
day we receive Him into our hearts personally as our Saviour and Lord. (John 4:42; 1 Cor
15:35; Gal 520; Eph 3:17; Heb 9:28) Each day we should always feel free and blessed, that
we can call uponthd Anoi nt etdwalow évery challenge or strugghat we may

be facing (1 John 2:27). We are made to be-goeners not through our strength and apili

but by the power of the Anoi nt ed Oneo.

2. Advocate

Jesus is ouadvocate on high (1 John 2:1). The woradvocate means a supporter,
backer, promoterbeliever, sponsor; advocacy, helper, defender. This is a law court term
where you have someone who stands before the judge and speaks on your behalf. Because we
have been charged with disobedience and are born isjpasses and sin (Eph 2:1) there is
no way that we can be set free on our own. We have the death sentence already on our lives
(James 1:15). We have been found guilty on all charges. We need to realize that we are all
sinners (Rom 3:23) and if we say we @aw sin then we are deceived (1 Jdh@). And
because of that we stand guilty and we will not have an advocate before the Father. The
punishment will be carried out, meaning that we will spend an eternity of suffering and death
(Rom 6:23; 2 Cor 1:9).

Onre of the main reasons that Christ caméhis earth was to pay for the sins of mankind.
By shedding His blood (Eph 1:7) and dying on the cross and because of that act of love He
now can become oukdvocate His shed blood was the price that was requigedfir sins
(Col 1:14; 1 John 1:7). 3as step forward in the court room and offered Himself to be our
Advocate because He Himself new no sin (2 Cor 5:21). And because we have put our faith in
Him and asked that forgiveness be given (Rom -10) He standbefore the Father
interceding on oubehalf (Heb 7:25). By faith in Christ we become joined with Him (Rom
8:17) and He is our Advocate before the Father. Death is replaced with eternal life (John 3:15,
17:2-3; 1 John 5:1413). This is a truth that the diple needs to proclaim to people bkt
world (Rom 10:14117), that there is One who will stand before the Heavenly Father as their
Advocate His goal is to make it possible for us to be set free from sin and ddhtand
again | sayall peoples no magt what state you are in can be seefrif we just make Christ
our personal Lord and Saviour (Gal 5:1) He will trAlgvocate on your behalf.

3. Deliverer

There are many, many people in this world that are struggling with some type of bondage
either outwadly or inwardly but are afraid to adinit. The Bible tells us that there is one who
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is called,i De | i vHerisebledto save, and to set free, to release us from the enemy. The
Scriptures stateDelivererivat | ocbmebd ERizmaméie?26)
Jesus Christ. Jesusdar Deliverer who has come to set us free from sin and death (1 Thes
1:10). We were in bondage by Satan and this world (Rom 8:21), and Christ came to the earth
to shed His blood so that we could be set free from anatbondage and damnation (John
8:3236; Gal 5:1).

The prophet Samuel new that God was the One who can deliver and be a protector of His
people (2 Sam 22:2). The key is that we need to have faith that God is able to deliver us from
all things. Also, Kig David stated that God was Hisliverer, his high tower, a fortress, a
place where one can seek refuge, a place where we can be shielded and protected (Ps 144:2).
There was no state of being that if we would just call upon the name of the (&¥4D:17,

70:5) that He could not deliver us dm. We as disciples need to realize that Christ give us
hope and the power to overcome, not because of who we are, but because of who He is. He
has the ministry of deliverance is one of binding and loosening thingsheo¢ on earth and

in heaven (Matt 188). He isthéd Al mi ght y Go d . Dhere is Doéhing thakecane r 0
bind our separate us from God (Rom 8:35) nothing, why because again as already stated, we
have aDeliverer (Jesus Christyvho can set us frend has reconciled us by the power of His
shed blood (Col 1:222).

4. Redeemer

Often, we do not know the full depth of this word. It defines, one who buys back,
rescuing something or someone; someone who gives of themselves or their possession to get
thatwhich was lost or is now desired, to deliyto rescue, to save, to give ransom for. To
really get the full impact in what Christ has done, you have to look at where you are now and
where you where before Christ entered your life. We need to have aiopgeed to see
what Christ is doing and lat it cost Him taedeemus back from death and sin (Gal 3:13).
The illustration of a pond shop helps to illustrate. You were sold into a lost world and were
told that you had little value, worthless. But with 8GhrHe sees you with potential and value
and ask the clerk, how much for that one (you). What would it takedeemthat one back
to life again? Now the reality is that Christ came to pay a price that we could not pay, and
that price was to die on theoss and shed His blood for our sins (&&l).

Christ came, sent forth by the heaven Father with a ga&deemus back from death
and destruction (Titus 2:14). This truth is so important to all peoples, that is why it needs to
be proclaimed. What we as disciples need to understand eachtdatwse have a God who
has a goal and purpose in His heantetdeemus kack from all things. No matter how far we
have gone astray or how far we have sunk into sin. The Father sees value and purpose, so
much so, that Christ (The Anointed One) was sernthfto this world that if we would just
believe and have faith in Him, Heould redeemus (1 Pet 1:189). Through the power of
t he Holy Spirit, He can reach into any situ
death and destruction.

There are sompeople in the Bible who knew and saw that God wasedeemer Job
s a i fdr,| kndw that myRedeeme | i Jokel®:26dn the depth of all His struggle and
against the council of others, he kept focused on this powerful Dathd said,iO LORD,
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my stiength and myRe d e e nPe 19d.4.David had a lot of outward and inward dkages

that he faced as a fugitive and as a king. He made a lot of mistake, but he knew that this was
the only truth which could bring him true strength and pebsa@ah prophesietb all, iO

LORD, art our Father, olRedeemerfrom everlasting is¥ o u r  rsa G3el@®. Isaiah saw

into the heavenlies and new that the only hope that Israel had was to trust in the Heavenly
Father who was and still is the trieedeemerof all. For the dciple we need to have this

truth imbed deep into our minds andalts, because if planted the fruit that can be harvest is
bountiful: peace, love, faith, hope (Rom 15:13) and mostly freedom from worldly bondages
(John 8:36). The first step that all mygi through is to beedeemedby the blood of the

Lamb (Rom 10:910). This is the only way you can lbedeemed(John 14:6). Then ask God

to empower you with His Holy Spirit, which will equip you for the journey that lays ahead of
you (Luke 11:13; Acts 1:8).

Remember that Christ has the power to bring about deliverantceedemption for all
that have been bond by sin and death (Luke 4:18). Jesus Christ is one who rescues us from
everlasting destruction, He helps us escape the chains and cords that libws, bt has set
us set free, and He has bought us back by shediti;nglood and dying for us on the cross
(Eph 2:1418). Christis and always will be oRedeemer(Isa 60:16)!

5. Mediator

Wh a t a wonder ful truth that wwohhsastegped a r e
forward and nowmediateson our behalf. The idea ahediator means an interceder, a
peacemaker, a goetween, an intermediary, and an arbitrator. Paul tells Timétlhkyo r t her e
is one God, and ondediatorbetween God and men, the man Ghiesus, who gave Himself
a ransom IXTonr2:56 Pdul wanted Timothy to know that whatever he faced that
he does not stand alone but hadediator who stands in the gap for him. We do not have to
face our enemylone, but through Christ and tpewer of the Holy Spirit (Rom 15:13) we
can beat back the powers of the enemy. Paul tells the Galatian church tiistdmator does
not stand alone, but works and serves together on behalf of all parties (Gal 3:206allikd@
reconcile and bring pead®att 10:34) between the two parties, to pull down the dividing
wall that would separate us from a personal relationship with God (Ephl@)1He
mediateson our behalf and because of His action and love for us, onesaan be written
down in the Lamb Book of Life (Rev 21:27).

For the disciple, Christ is thdediator between us and the heavenly Father ... He stands
in our place and makes it possible for us to enter into the Holy of Holies (Hekld®)11
Because oHis death and resurrection, He hamured forth a new and better covenant (Heb
9:15). Hebrew state§, But now He has obtained a more ex
alsoMediatorof a better covenant, whi c HebB&)sTheest ab
old has passed away anddhgh Christ Jesus we have become a new creation (2 Cor 5:17),
washed by the blood of the Lamb (Heb 12:24). The disciple of Christ does not stand alone, but
we are joint heirs with Jesus Christ (Rom 8:17; Gal 4:7) Whediates and makes
intersession on owrehalf (Heb 7:25). We need not need to be full of fear but should be full of
faith (James 1:6) and trust in oMediator that He know exactly what we need. This is the
goal behind prayer, to be praying as often as was(Bail 4:67) to ourMediator Jess
Christ so that we can be comforted, taught and guided by (Matt 6:33).

c
I
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6. Saviour

A saviour is someone who rescues or delivers us from harm or loss. Jesus was sent by
the heavenly Father to a sinful and lost world to make a way of deliverance and iedempt
for all who would receive Him (John 3:16). His death on the cross and His resurreotien th
days later seal once and for all that He was the sacrificial LambS§atheur of the world
(Isa 53:7; Rev 12:1Q1). As our sacrificial Lamb, He made it pitids for us to be clothed in
His righteousness (2 Pet 1.1) making it possible for us to apstdnd whole and pure before
the Father in Heaven (Jer 23:6; 1 John 2:1). He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life; there is no
other way by which people can beved (John 14:6). To those who personally receive Him
into their hearts, He becomes th®aviour (Rom 10:910).

Throughout history people have been looking for something or someone that could
deliver them from the bondages of this earth and to give thieneternal. Trying many
t hings, ways and many gods where <created, b
filled by these mammade things. From Abraham to the people of Israel they knew that there
was only One God and one way. He would be the orne avbated them and will sustained
them if they would have faith and commit to trusting Him in all things. KingridDa
proclaimed,i The LORD is my rock and fortress and
whom | will trust; the shield and horn of my salvatiany stronghold my refuge; rsgviour
€ 02 Sam 22:23. Isaiah also prophesied about a com8ayiour who would &t the people
free from all sorrow and bondage and most of all death itself. Here are just a few verses in

part:iT He wi | | Sawieunadn ¢ hae mMiaghty One, alsadl9:29e wi | |
At hat I t h eSavioOrRrd thy Redeerhey, tei ght y On elsad%26;J ac o b «
Aknow t hat | Savioerl s @RbDsadh60d yasi lsaos:8. r

As we move into the New Testeent it becomes clear to some that Jesus Christ, the
Messiah was the long awaited One who would beSaeou of the world (1 John 4:14).
Here again are just a few verses proclaiming this truth from the Go@pglg i r i t hat h r ¢
inGodmySavi bukeldA7;ii s born this daSavinbukel2® ci ty ¢
it he ChS3avimro,f tthhee Jomodrd2.Ttheén Paul as he travel and taught the
churches he continued to share about the importance of understanding that Christ is the
Saviour: AChrist is the head of the church: and He is SBeviouro f t h eEphb5®28.y 0
Again, listen © what Paul says to Timothy A For to this end we boi
reproach, because we trust in the living God, who isSheiour of all men, especially to
t hose wh©dTinb4elD.i eveo

For the disciple of Christ to remember that Christ has cansateus and to rescue us
from ourselves and from this lost world (1 John 418}. He is the onlysaviour (Acts 13:23)
and One who can do this and because isfale names can be written in the Lambs book of
Life (Rev 21:27). Remember the Naddeo s hua whi ch i s JeSvoaroi n t he
or A Th eaveési ROLORD issalvationo .

7. Lord/LORD

The word often meant; master, owner, noble, aristocratnghaad the title of lord is still
used for example a lord of a manner. These tittesiaual bestowed by a king or queen onto
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an individual. In the olden days a lord would own a large piece of land and usual everything
and everyone in that territory belpro the landlord, He was to take care of the people and
protect them, but in returhe would collect some type of tax from the peoples. Over history
the word has taken on a more negative meaning, often reflect one who is harsh and brutal to
the people andaused the people to suffer.

Throughout the Bible the wordORD / Lord are titles gven to God which mean
Supreme Being, God Almighty. The word in the Old Testament could be found written three
ways. 1.lord: used as a title given to a leader of people, c hi e f , Asiro, an
benevolent and caring one (Ps 12:4; Matt 21:4BnJ8:16; Rev 17:14). 20RD: Yehowa:
in Hebrew used for the name Yahweh, to be, life;eriéting, used 6823 times, spelt with all
capital letters. The almighty oneiler over everything created (Gen 4:3; Ex 5:2; Josh 24:15; 1
Sam 16:7; 2 Sam 16:7;Ghr 16:11; Ps 23:1, 24:8; Isa 12:2; 42:8, 60:16; Jer 23:6; Zeph 3:17;
Mal 3:6). 3. Lord: translated fronHebrew as Adonai, used 360 times, melanisl, master,
sir, owner,noble, aristocrat (Gen 15:8; Deut 10:17; Ps 136:3; Isa 6:1; Amos 9:1; Matt 22:37,
Rom 1:4 14:9; 2 Cor 3:17; Phil 2:11; Col 1:3; 2 Tim 4:8; 1 Pet 2:3; 2 PetThi®wordLord
Is used as a title to show that He is part of the God head (Mark 12:39)

In the New Testament, Christ is to be dunrd and Saviour (Acts 16:31) in all areas of a
disciple's life. He is to be the head over all things (Luke 2:1). He is the heddahdver
the church (Eph 1:323). He is the King of kings andord of lords (Rev 17t4). It is to
Christ ourLord that one dayevery knee will bow and confess Him lasrd . (Phil 2:1011).
You will also see in the Bible that the wokdrd is closely connect to the titles of Saviour
and King.

For the disciple the meaning takes on the idedying to self, our will and being born
again into Christ Jesus (John-&:@) and His will for our lives (Mat 6:10). We are giving over
ownership to Christ, it is no longer I that live but Christ in me (Gal 2:20; Phil 1:21). We serve
in the name of oukLord Jesus Christ (1 Cor 1:2). Our victomgre on earth comes through
having a personal relation with ouord Jesus Christ (1 Cor 15:57; 1 Thes 5:9).

8. Priest

In the Old and New Testament, tpeest was a man who functioned as a pastor or
minister; he blped lead, guide and nurture the peopié ministered at the temple. He was to
be called by God for service; He was responsible for making sacrifices on behalf of the people
as well as for himself (Gen 14:18; Ex 31:10; Lev 4:20, 6:7). There were véeimis of the
priesthood, but in all casethey were to be God's representatives and servants.

Again, it was prophesied that there would be One who would becdtighaPriest for
all, after the order of Melchizede¥®¢ 110:4; Heb 5:6; 7:17, 21) The bwk of Hebrews
spend much time showing the reader, that Christ Jesus was andHgthBriest and that
entered the Holy of Holies once and for all, and became our sacrificial Lamb (John 1:29),
shedding His blood for the remission of our sins (delh 4:14-16, 13:1112).

We to as disciple are to lmgiest unto our God Rev 1:46; 5:10),to go into the Holy of
Holies which was made possible by Christ Jesus (Matt 27:51; Heb26)1®here we can
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offer up prayers, worship and confession for oursebsd otkrs. We can come into the very
presence of ouGreat High Priest all because of His shed blood and righteousness (1 John
2:1). The disciple of Christ function as a servant on behalf of Chrispeest for the people

of God, teaching and prochaing truh (Matt 28:1920), praying for the sick and through the
name of Christ setting people free from various bondages (Mark-18)1%ot in our ability

and strength, but in the strength and ability of High Priest Jesus Christwho give us the
authority todo so (Matt 10:1). We go out with the Goods News filled with the power of the
Holy Spirit proclaiming that Christ outigh Priest has come to this earth to set the captive
free (Luke 24:4649; Rom 8:2; Gal 5:1).

9. King

Christ who is God, isurKing, Rule, Sovereign One; One who oversees, has the power
and authority over the people of this earth and its various kingdom. The Psalmist proclaimed
that God is th&ing of all glory (Ps 24:7) and that one day ieg Himself will set up His
rule here on earthChrist is to be esteemed as Kiag of kings and the Lord of lords (1 Tim
6:15; Rev 19:16 Rev 17:14ur King is a king who is eternal, immortal and invisible (1 Tim
1:17), He sits on an eternal thrown with all power and majesty (HeR)1:3;

Many countrieshave a king as their leader, but do not realize that these leaders have been
put in place by God Almighty (Ps 95:3); but we as a follower of Christ, serve aratier
We as disciples here on earth are Christ ambassadors, proclaimeinguth abou His
Kingdom (Eph 6:20; 2 Cor 5:20). When we accept Christ as our personal Saviour, He
becomeKing over every aspect of our lives.

Our King was born from a line of kings (Jer 10:10; 23:5) and was born in Bethlehem the
city of King David (uke 2:4, 11)There is a day coming soon that Christ will return, the first
time He came as a servant (Matt 20:28) showing the way to the heavenly kingdom (Matt
6:13), but the next time He will come K@g of kings (Rev 19:1416). In Psalm 2410 we
aregiven a wonddul exhortation concerning God and His Kingdom especially versds 7

Lift up your heads, O you gates!
And be lifted up, you everlasting doors!
And theKing of glory shall come in.

Who is theKing of glory?
The LORD strong and mighty,
The LORD mighy in battle.

Lift up your heads, O you gates!
Lift up, you everlasting doors!
And theKing of glory shall come in.

Who is theKing of glory?

The LORD of host,
He is theKing of glory.
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Christ is preparing His eternal Kingdom right now (John 43):1Wewill be clothed in
His righteousness, we will have a new name, and we will be part of a new Kingdom. We also
will participate in the best celebration ever, the Marriage Supper of the hankbs bride
(Rev 19:7). But while we are still here as Christ gikzi we are encouraged to continue to
seek His Kingdom (Matt 6:13, 33). As a disciple, we are not just waiting so much for a future
kingdom, but we are part of Christ kingdom right nowehen earth. We are told to
remember the Kingdom of God is at hafb(n 14:17). We need to keep ding and His
kingdom before us each day, in our hearts and to endeavor to walk in His ways. We need to
continue to live a life of sinlessness. Paul warssthat if we remain part of this world sin
nature and kingdom, we Ivhot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven (Gal 5:21).

There is so much more that can be written concerning these names and it would be good for
the disciple to take more time to researcl @onnect them together with Christ through these
names in a deepand more personal way. These titles can revolutionize once Christian walk and
help the believer to overcome the challenge and snares of both the enemy and our personal life
struggles.

Four Major Exhortations of Christ to His Followers:

1. Love God and yourneighbour. We all know this command that is given to us both in
the Old Testament and by Jesus in the New Testament. Jesus tells the lawyer that all the
commands of God can be boiled dot two and that we must live these two out in our
lives if we hopeto be with Him in heaven. First, we are to love God with all our body,
soul and spirit. This would mean dying to ourselves and living for God with all that we
have and with all of who ware. Secondly, we are to love our neighbour as ourselves.
God does njust want us to look heavenward and only love Him, but He wants us to
take the love that we have been given by him and give it out to others. We are to have a
dual vision looking bothawards heaven and towards our neighbours around about us.
We also neé to see that our neighbour is not just a person whose house-gooexbut
it is also the people on our street, our neighbourhoods, our city, our country and our
world. God has a lodf love to give out and He wants to use us as vessels to pour out to
all those around us, every moment of each day. (Lev 19:18; De8t B4tt 4:43, 22:34
40; Luke 10:29, Rom 13:20; James 2:8)

2. Be baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy SpiritGod also wants us to give
forth a demonstration of our faith in Hita others. We are commanded to be baptized, a
decision that should follow soon after we¢c
Saviour. Baptism is a prsetvasamdenowdife foh desus we 6 v
Christ. It is also a testimony to tb® who view our baptism by which we show that our
lives no longer belong to us but belong to Christ, just as Christ Himself was baptized
showing He was not living for Himself but livingif His Father. He was showing to a
lost world that He did not come ttondemn the world but to serve the world so that as
many as would believe could have eternal life. (Matt 22Q@9Matt 3:1317 Rom 6:34;
Gal 3:217; Col 2:12)

3. Take communion; bread and wine in fellowship with others in Christ Church. On
the last day Chst went to Jerusalem with His disciples and they celebrated the Passover
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together. The purpose of the Passover was to cause people to remember what God had
done. The Jewish pelgphad to cleanse their houses of leaven; which we are told pictures
howsinan infiltrate oneds own house. The se
Lamb and the blood to be put over the doorpost. The door was a place where people came

in and out oftheir home. It was a place where people would come to call on their
neighboursand visit them. But during the Passover it became the place where the death
Angel saw the blood and instead of coming in, he moved on to the next home. Finally,

the Passover wagminding them, by eating bitter herbs, of the trials and bondage that

they had gone through over the years and that now God had come to set them free. Now
Jesus was taking the Passover and was going to bring the meaning to a deeper
understanding of whatle was about to do. He took the unleavened bread and broke it

and gave it to i$ disciples reminding them that this was His broken body. He also took

the cup which represented His blood and told them that this would now be a new
covenant and as they parkbo o f i t , they would remember J
The Redeemer had nowome, but there was going to be a time of great sorrow and
bitterness before the door of victory would be open to all who would believe. We are
commanded by Christ to continuetoave t he Lorddés supper unti
action that we should k[aarticipating in and doing it not as a religious event but as a time

of reflecting and meditating on His deep love, and grace and mercy that He has so
generously given to us. (BX2:1-30; Matt 26:2630; | Cor 11:2334)

4. Go make disciplesChrist also commaded the disciples both then and now that we were
to go out and make more disciples. Christ is a living entity and because He is living, He
wants to see fruit come forth here tims earth; fruit that will show that we are truly
disciples of Christ. A comitment to this doctrine is also a commitment of service, going
wherever God commands us to go and proclaiming His gospel and discipling others in
faith with Christ. Disciples carot come to a place of maturity unless they are disciplined
in the teachings fothe Word of God. Jesus states that we are to go out and make
disciples, baptizing them and teaching them. Also, we are to go to all the nations and
wherever we would go in Hilame, He would be with us providing for us and looking
after us. All we haveatdo is trust and believe in Him as our Lord God. (Matt 2209
Mark 16:1518)

5. Building the body, the and church.Christ desires to build His church, not a building of
various materials, but a church that built with living people who have been reddsmed
the shed blood of Jesus Christ. We are the
into the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. We need to be connected and to make sure
others are connected. This is how the body grows and matures, people thbaawiluit
for Gods glory. The church is key to the kingdom of God advancing here on earth. The
people are a light house, to be a testimony of unity and harmony, a place thait toed
the gifts of the Holy Spirit radiate out from. The church is tabe foundation which is
built upon the rock of Jesus Christ. The church is the bride of Christ and one day, we will
be gathered together with Him at the Marriage Supper of thebLdhe church is made
up of Goddés <chil dr en anadnddied ort theecrogssdéon sAen t h
disciples we need to value and defend the Church of Christ at all cost. (Matt 16:18; Acts
2:47, 16:5, 20:28; 1 Cor 12:28; Eph 1:22, 5:23, 25; CdB; 1 Tim 3:15; James 5:14;
Rev 2:7)
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Conclusion

What we have studied aboiga quick overview of the doctrine of Christology. There is
so much more that could be said but the most important thing is that we understand how Christ
affects our lives eackhay as we walk here on the earth. Our relationship with Christ can be
pictured | i ke a marri age. Wedbre to become one, i
actions, putting the other above yourself, wanting to bless the other and help them iniliheir da
walk.

The more we can understand about Christ and who He is in ous,ltearimore faith we
will have to serve Him and to be a witness for Him to this lost world. Christ as part of the Triune
God wants to empower us both with His words from thepBarés and by speaking through the
Holy Spirit into our lives. Our challeng®Vill we be obedient? Will we walk away from sin and
deception? Will we turn our lives over to Christ and let Him completely set us free? Christ is not
just a name, and is not jus person, He is the divine Son of God who was sent here to earth to
shed Hisblood so that we could enter into a deep personal relationship with Him.

The understanding of this doctrine is so i
understanchg that we mature and grow in Christ, but it is also the way we can hels ctihae
to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. It is key that we see the bigger picture, the oneness that
there is between God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirithéy work in unity
and harmony both in heaven and on earth and this shizald@ the goal of the Church of Jesus
Christ, His body.

Discipleship Application

Will | lay down my life and totally surrender to Christ? He is ready to step into our lives
and meet all our needs. We are His children and He want to take us by thenlkandlk with us
through this world. We also can see from this teaching that when we understand who Christ is,
we can then see more clearly what our place should be. We nedohtd 8o Him as Lord and
become a true servant and friend of Christ. Our lest bear fruit, and if we stay connected to
Him in prayer and in action, we will produce fruit that will last and that will bring Glory to God.

Like in any relationship, thre is a giving and taking between the two partners. It is quite
obvious what @rist Himself has done for us and that He is willing to continue to give to us as
we become willing to surrender our all to Him. But in this relationship, as we have seen,eonce w
surrender to Christ, there are also things that we need to be doing asdiite chere on earth.
Each day we need to be asking concerning this doctrine: how can | live it out in my life? What is
God calling me through Jesus Christ to do? How can | kiwe but at the same time also love
my neighbor? Have | taken the step of baptm t hat wi | | show to ot her:s
Do I take time to get to the church especiall
Supper which is there to hefpe remember what He is done for me? Am | also making time to
mentor and disple others and their faith in Jesus Christ? We are part of the body of the Church,
and the church is a place where we can exercise the fruit and gifts of the Spirit of Godgallowi
them to flow through us as fruit to encourage others around us.
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"Amazing gace is extended as God desires to take away the reliancselbn
righteousnessand put | ntGo ddan & $ g imdraeoto give esasway, a truth
and a life (John 14:6) that is full and unique, with purpose and value in Christ Jesus.

Commitment and Prayer

Dear Lord Jesus,

| come to You now to thank You for showing me more of Who You are. Thank You for
Your love and grace. Thank You for desiring to have a personal relationship with me. | pray that
You will draw me closer to Your heart, scén be in step with Your will and purpose for my
life. | need You every hour and | need to see and hear Your still gaiedl moment by moment
in my heart. Help me to remain committed to follow Your call. | want with all my heart to
produce fruit for YourKingdom. | also pray that my heart will be soft enough to go wherever
You want me to go. | thank You Lord that we camdy Your Word and see how great You are
and how loving You are towards the people of this world. Lord | pray that | do not forget the
teaching concerning You in my life and that through Your names and Your descriptions, | can
learn more about Your ministrand what You desire to do through my life. Help me to be a
clean vessel for Your Spirit and a bridge for people to walk across wieyean come into a
personal relationship with You also. | commit myself into Your hands to be used according to
Your will.

Sincerely your servant,

Foundational Scriptures of this Doctrine

| Believe:
In the virgin birth of Jessj the Messiah, being conceived by the Holy Spirit. Matt-223_uke
1:34, 35

| Believe:

In the literal deatlf Chiist. That His blood was the atoning blood that was shed for sins and that He
became the substitutional Lamb once and for all for allkimahMatt 27:3366; Mark 15:2247; Luke
23:3356; John 19:1642

| Believe:

In the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, His ascension and seat at the right hand of the Father.
Matt 28:1-10; Mark 16:213; Acts 1:811; Eph 1:1923

| Believe:

In salvation lhrough repentance of sin and faith in Jesus Christ and His blood shed for our
redemption. Acts 4:12; Rom 5:9; Eph 2:8
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| Believe:

I n the believerodos water baptism by i mmersion
death, in His burial, anidh His resurrection to newness of Life. Mark 16:16; Rom 6:1
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Chapter Four
Teachings on the Holy Spirit

fRetain the standard of sound words
heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ
Jests. Guard, through theloly Spirit who dwells in us,

the treasure whichhaseen entrusted to you. o
Il Timothy 1:1314

Introduction

This chapter will give to the disciple a clearer picture of who the Holy Spirit is and how
He desires to work through olives. We will see through His titles and names a glimpse of what
His character and nature are. We will see Him first of all as paheoTriune God whom we
worship and serve. We also will see Him as power and authority, as one who personally desires
to have a relationship with us, as the one who baptizes and fills our lives. Finally, we will learn
how He places in us a desire to seanel for this He fills us with His fruit and gives us gifts to
minister to others. The Bible is full of testimonies oé tHoly Spirit empowering people for
service. Thus, it is important that we know how He does this in our lives.

Our view and underahding of who the Holy Spirit is and what He does will determine
what kind of disciples we are for Christ. Therefore,iscigle needs to understand how the
individual needs to give over total control of his life to the Holy Spirit and how the church needs
to be filled by the Holy Spirit for the work of service. The Holy Spirit abides with us and we
need to yield to Him. Thkiis a daily personal commitment and act of our wills.

A house can be swept and cleaned, but if no one lives in it, it has notgetda home.
A temple is only a building until people come in and worship; then it becomes a place where
Godd6s Sefisi Whattgoesl am in the heart will come out in our attitude and walk and will
give testimony to the identity of who lives inside.

Definitions:

Holy means sacred, consecrated, sanctified; the idea of holiness is to be clean,
without sin; The Father,d® and Holy Spirit are sinless and pure; that is why Jesus could be
our High Priest; the disciple is also to life a holy life, not through human abilisgrength,
but by taking on Christ's righteousness; we are to be separate from the sin and ewil of th
world; God is our Holy One (Ps 99:9); the Sabbath was also to be a Holy Day unto the Lord,
a day of rest and meditation, a day for disciples to exathemaselves.

Spirit means,essence, life force, power, Holy Ghost. Often the word "Spirit" is
ascriked to the name of the third person of the trinity. He is the teacher and empowering one,
the comforter and encourager sent by the Father. He providgdelseith gifts so that there
will be fruit, and so that the church will be empowered for serviceo Ahe nofphysical
part of a person, the seat of emotions; sometimes equated with the soul. Can represent the
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third part of man (body, soul and spirithat is, the heart of man where Christ through the
Holy Spirit comes and dwells.

Holy Spirit is Gad, third Person of the Godhead / Trinity. In the New Testament He
becomes known as the teacher, comforter, the guarantor, the one who empowers and fills u
for service; the evidence of the filling of the Holy Spirit is seen by the "fruit of the Spirit" in
our lives, as demonstrated by our service in the Body of Christ. Holy Spirit gives us gifts as
He pleases so that, together, we can minister to one anathedifferent gifts in the church.

There are other key Scriptures that link togetherQlte Testament to the Gospel books
and the beginning of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts. Then we will see how
the Holy Spirit is to mister and work through the disciples and church from the epistles of the
New Testament.

Alt will come about after this that | will pour oMy Spirit on all mankind; And your sons
and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your youngwhesee

visions. Even on the male and female servants | will pouMyuSpiriti n t hose day
Jod 2:28-29

i not by might n oSpiritbys @aywetrh e ldthgiahad yo fIMyHoO st

né |1 ask the Fat her anpodhfortéee wiel la bgidwee waiu ha
wi | | b eommhsamsz y ou, 0

fiBut theHelper, theHoly Spirit, whomthe Father will send inMy name He will teach
you all things, and bring touJnmeer remembr a

AFor John truly baptized with HolnS$peitnot but vy
many days adstsom now. 0

A B wydu shall receive power when thiely Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
witnesses to me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
ear tackhis 0

AANnd t hey wer eHolylSpirit and Hedae td speak with efhtohgeles, as
the Spirit gaw®2at hem utterance. 0

The Holy Spirit has been sent by the Father to empower and minister to the disciple of
Christ and together as a church a body of believers. He is the one who alwaysukeep
fellowship and relabnship with the triune GodHe is the third part of the Godhead, the One who
indwells and empowers the believer for servitlke Scripture above shows for us the personal
relationship that we can have with God through the HEqliyit. The Scriptures remihus that we
are not to walk in our power but in the power and strength of God Almighty.
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Principle One: HOLY SPIRIT AS GOD

fiThe grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowshigHafiyHepirit, be
wi t h yiocatinthi@shslisa. 0

As a disciple of Christ, we believe that God has three different aspects to who He is.
(Matt 28:19) Bnéded andesstandindg abautahisdnénitel God, He reveals Himself
in ways that we can somewhat understand. He has revealed Himasl as the Father, as the
Son and as the Holy Spirit. Therefore, we call Him the Triune God.

Through His position as God vean learn more about the Holy Spirit: Hehs third part
of the Godhead, the One who indwells and empowers the believeerfoces He isElohim
which is translated as God; the plural form of EL, indicating the trinity because it is the plural
formof Go d 6 s n-aEtokm).(HE Is part of th@Trinity: the union of three persons in one
Godhead, so that all three are one Gotbasubstance but persons as to individuality. They are
three in one God with three specific functions by which they ministes.to

The Holy Spirit is the active, empowering part of the Godhead. He is the power of God
manifested to everything here onrttaand throughout the universe. He has been part of the
creation as the breath of God and in the New Testament as the poweaisbdtlesus from the
dead. He was there all through creation (Gen 1:2; 2:7). He came as an agent of deliverance in the
book d Judges. With the kings, He was the one who anointed them for the position of
leadership, and in the books of the prophets Hdeguand counselled and spoke into their hearts
what to say. In the New Testament He was the power behind the conceptionsbf(Olie
1:35), the worker of the miracles, and in the book of Acts the one who now filled the disciples
and empowered them fahe work of service and ministry (Acts 2). He is the anointing that
unifies and empowers the church for service and harmonigwide.

Since the time of Christds death and resur
in the Spirit (Gal 5:16, 25). @l desires to personally be in us to teach and empower us so that
we can overcome the things of the world and be cleanseddworsins. The Holy Spirit washes
over us and in us for the purpose of making us righteous before a mighty God.

The Holy Spiritis also the one that encourages our faith to be strong and bold in Christ.
We see this through the life of Stephen. Stephdmnsatime of being martyred could see by the
power of the Holy Spirit into the heavenlies where he saw Christ standing at thieamghof the
Father. (Acts 7:56)

Paul was praying that the church would overcome the world and walk in the fullness of
the Godhead. There was so much that they could do if they would just focus on the triune God
who loved them and cared for them andtfee church.

Where the presence of God is, you have the anointing and presence of the Holy Spirit. He
is there as God to wkiin and through our lives (Rom 15:19). He is the one that Christ has sent
to empower, comfort, teach and to indwell us for the purpose of seld& is here to speak in
our heart about when we are wal kingves.Mhest ep
Holy Spirit is here to bear witness to your spirit that you are a child of God. He takes that which
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was once dead and breathes life imtd hrough the Holy Spirit you have become a new creation
through Christ Jesus.

Related Scriptures:

Geness 1:2 (Elohim); Judges 6:34; Judges 11:29; Judges 15:14; | Samuel 10:10; | Samuel 16:13;
Isaiah 11:2; Isaiah 44:3; Haggai 2:5; Matth#u820; Matthew 28:19; Luke 11:13; Hebrews
10:15

Related Research:

Chri st 06 s Mddtew 8:1357m:
Water, Blood & Spirit: 1 John 5:512
Father, Holy Spirit, & Son: John chapters 12, 14 & 15

Principle Two: NAMES & SYMBOLS

In the Bible there are doase of names that give title to and symbolize for us the character
and nature of the Holy Spirit. The reason why He hasiany names and titles are so that we
can understand who that One is. These descriptive words describe the many features, aspects,
and abilities of the one being portrayed. As a disciple it is very critical that we know and
understand the Holy Spirit wheedires to work in and through our lives.

There are three keywords that we should define here at this time. The first is the Word
name: the word by which a person is called or known; having an established reputation.
synonyms:designation, title, distiction, eminence, esteem, honour, character, credit, reputation,
call, label, classify, designate, identify. The second is the vithed claim; right; a legal
right to the ownership.synonymsilabel, designation, name, crowantitiement, ownership,
privilege, right. The third is the Worsymbols: something that stands for or suggests something
else by reason of association; a visible sign of somett8ypgonyms: emblem, token, sign,
representation, figure, image, metaphdegory, badge, stamp, dea

What follows are some key names that the Scriptures use to identify the third party of the
trinity known as the Holy Spirit:

GodiSpirit of God, AMy Spirito
Genesis 1:1
Matthew 3:16
John 1:32

Helper, Comforter, Advocate, Counsellor
John 4:16
John 14:25
John 15:26
John 16:7

Spirit of Truth
John 14:17
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John 15:26
John 16:12

Holy Spirit
Matthew 28:19
Acts 1:5,8
Romans 1:4
Ephesians 1:134

These titles and names will help us to get a better handle on who the HalyisSand
how He works through us. We are to be His vessels, and the clearer our understanding of how He

works the greater our potential for Him to flow through us. Each degigrnshows a part of the

A

Holy Spiritds nat ur e getha to méka upahe wieole pictueegaandis p ar t

used to describe how He works.

Jesus knows our every need and we see that as He returned to the Father. He did not
leave the disciles as orphans, but He kept the right of ownership in our lives by sending the
Holy Spirit into our lives to comfort and to continue to teach us about the truth of God Almighty.

Christ knew we could not overcome the things of the world in our own stresmthe sent the

Holy Spirit to empower us.

We as disciples need to be tutdmaily by the Holy Spirit, but before He can completely
do His will in us, we have to know who He is and how He ministers to us. This we can see and
learn from the various namesd titles that He is called. They draw for us the bigger picture of

who He B.

The more we understand who the Holy Spirit is, the more we will know how to let Him

flow through our lives. We are to be channels of love and grace for God to this lodt Werl
are to be a part of the body of Christ whose heart has been lit bg &din on high. To

overcome darkness, we must shine with the power and anointing of the Holy Spirit. We also

need to see the Holy Spirit as more than just a name, as one waveambmenrby-moment

fellowship with. The Holy Spirit is not here to condensar to fill us with fear. He is here to
break the cords and ropes that bind us and to mature the seed of faith into a plant that will bear

fruit.

Related Scriptures:

John 6:@; John 14:16; John 14:26; Romans 15:19; Ephesians 1:13; Ephesians 4:3ariphesi

6:17: | Peter 1:2

RELATED RESEARCH:
Other names of the Holy Spirit:

Paraclete or comforter
T to call to onebdbs aid

1 to minister to us, to care for us, to develop useda us and even bail us out when we are

in trouble.
1 Also means advocate, or one winave call to our aid to plead our cause
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Scripture: John 14 :26; 15:26, Eph. 3:16, Rom. 8:26

Wind or breath

passed over the earth in the days of creation.

like a rushing nmghty wind on the day of Pentecost
separates the wheat from the chaff

fans the dyingoal into a blaze again

purifies as it blows away debris

can move things. Clouds, ships

can refresh and cool

can come from any direction

Scripture: Gen. 8:1, Ezekiel 37:A¢ts 2:2

T
T
1
)l
1
T
il
il

Fire

1 consumes and purifies

1 brings warmth and comfort

1 provides light in dét places

9 spreads over to other locations

1 burns up the sacrifice

1 can protect and ward off enemies

Scripture: Genesis 3:24, Romans 12:1, Acts 2:2

Dove

9 came uporChrist during His baptism
1 Represented a sacrifice

1 Clean and gentile

1 a picture of peace

1 a pictue of hope

Scripture: Matthew 3:16, John 1:32,33

Rain, cloud and dew

brings refreshing

breaks up or softens hard ground
gives life to the seed

purifies andcools

covers over

forms into rivers and lakes
Scripture: Psalm 72:6, Hosea 14.5

il
1
1
T
T
il

Seal

denotes ownship and responsibility
guarantees security

authenticates

confirms

establishes

= =4 =4 -8 -

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES

83



5L{/Lt[9{Q twLb/Lt[9{

1 ratifies or validates
Scripture: Ephesians 1:13; 4:30, Il Corinthians 1:22

River

1 brings life to a dry land

f can

fl ow out of oneds heart

1 gathering place for refreshing
1 can be ued for washing

1 used for baptism

Scripture: John 7:38

o]

= =4 =4 -8 -9

w

Water

used for light

used for cooking

used for anointing

used for lubricating

used as a food toourish and sustain

cripture: Exodus 30:30, Matthew 25, Il Cor.1:21, James 5:14

1 refreshes

9 sustainsiles

1 cleans and purifies

Scripture: (Ezekiel 36:227; John 3:5; 4:14,7;389).

Functions of the Holy Spirit:

inspiring

enlightening

drawing

convicting

regeneraing

sealing

He is the inspiringOne who gives to the disciple words of encouragement and
hope for our daily walkScripture: 2 Timothy 3:16

He is the enlightenin@ne who gives to the disciple wisdom and understand so
that we can have a light for our path as we walk together with Christ here on
earth. Scripture: John 9:25

He is the drawingne who gives to the disciple a cdat a personal relationship
with God, to those who believe and follow the Son of G8dripture: John 6:44
45

He is the convictingdne who gives to the disciple a way of escape from our sins
and helps us to walk a spirit clean walk for thed.&cripture: John 16:8

He is the regeneratin@ne who gives to the disciple a way in which one can
become a new creation in Jesus ChS8stipture: John 1:1213

He is the sealin@ne who gives to the disciple a cover and a mark ghews to
all that we belong to ist. Scripture: Ephesians 1:13
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witnessing  He is the witnessin@ne who gives to the disciple a testimony to who the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit aré&Scripture: Romans 8:16

assuring He is the assurin@ne who gives to tkb disciple faith and comfort and guarantees
that we will go to heavenScripture: Romans 8:15

indwelling  He is the indwellingDne who gives to the disciple a fullness and strength to be a
servant for Jesus ChriScripture: Ezekiel 36:271 Corinthians6:19

mortifying  He is the mortifyingOne who gives to the disciple the ability to humble himself
to the place of making Christ our Lord and Savi@&aripture: Romans 8:13

uniting He is the unitingdne who gives to the disciple a placelie in unity ancharmony
both with Christ and within His body the Chur@&tcripture: 1 Corinthians 6:17

transforming He is the transforming@dne who gives to the disciple the ability to undergo a
metamorphosis, moving us out of the old and into a newaokd&ying. Scripure:
2 Corinthians 3:18

guiding He is the guidingOne who gives to the disciple direction and truth on how to
walk for Jesus ChrisBcripture: Romans 8:14

teaching He is the teachingone who gives to the disciple understanding and traihe
who instricts us through the Word of GoScripture: Nehemiah 9:20; John 14:26

interceding He is the intercedin@ne who gives to the disciple a connection and bridge into
the very presence of the Fath8cripture: Romans 8:287; Ephesians 6:18

sanctifying He is the sanctifyingODOnewh o gi ves to the disciple t
righteousness, covering us fromaketo toe and making us a new creation in
Christ.Scripture: 2 Thessalonians 2:113

Principle Three: ANOINTING, POWER & AUTHORITY

i 1 n pawér@ signs and wonders, in tipower of the Spiritso that from Jerusalem and
round aboutasfaras | | yri cum | have full yrompnsieiac hed t h

There are four keywords that we should define. Fasthority: the right to expect
obedience, command and give final decision; power to influence through an opinion; person in
command Synonyms: charge, command, control, domination, dominion, force, government,
influence, jurisdiction, might, power, right, strength, supremacy. Seconce isvtind power:
ability to compel obedience, producing an effect; a delegated right or privilegenyys:
ability, capability, capacity, competency, potential, energy, might, muscle, strength, vigor,
weight, authority, command, control, dominion, influenade, sovereignty, privilege. Thirdly is
the wordunction: the act of anointing, as with oil, dh awakens or is intended to awaken deep
sympathetic feelings; soothing or comforting. Finally, we have the waoaint: the act of
applying oil to or upon gerson or thing. Synonyms: consecrate, bless, ordain.
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There are many reasons why we need to tla@dHoly Spirit in our lives. The main one,
of course, is to bear witness that we are a disciple of Christ. From this point we will see that He
is there to rve us, to empower us and to gives us authority to overcome the enemy of this
world. We need to werstand that greater is He that is in us than He that is in the world (1 John
4:4).

The biggest battle that we face each day is the one between our riteadiraheart.
Which one drives us? Which one is the more powerful? Anyone who has authoritwer po
cannot demand it, but it is given to them by someone else. Jesus sends out the disciples in His
authority and power (Matt 10:1). The authority which wgagen to Him by the Father is now
given to us. But it is only supplied when there is a need tadie It is also by this power which
comes through the Holy Spirit that we are to take the Gospel message out to a lost world.

Paul was able to do what Hel because of the anointing, power and authority of God. He
learned how to walk in the presendeo God, to be close to Godoés h
what Godbés will was for himself and for those
of water, and we need to know how to tap into its flowing refreshment. So often we have not
because wask not, or we ask amiss (James-3}1We have to get in step with the Holy Spirit,
and as we do, we will then discover His anointing power and authonwyntjcthrough our lives.

A policeman within himself has no power or authority, but it is giverito by his
leaders and government because of the place that police hold among the people. They can arrest,
stop and if need be, kill the wrongdoers. We d¢e & policeman. As disciples of Christ we are
given authority by God to overcome the stronghatishe world and our enemies through the
anointing and power of the Holy Spirit who was sent to us by Christ.

It is the Holy Spirit working in us and thugh us that makes the difference in how our
lives impact our jobs and the people with whom we wdiscipleship is not a twice a week
meeting, but it is a relationship with God Almighty Who equips us and empowers us for service.
We need to take that whidHe has placed in our vessel and let it out. We are to walk in His
power and authority moment byoment each day (Gal 5:25). We need to learn how to hear the
voice of the Spirit speaking into our lives and then to be faithful to carry out what He says,
beause as we are faithful in little things, He will entrust us with greater things (Luke 16:10,
19:17).

The key to discipleship is not to do things in our power and strength, but in His power
and strength (Acts 1:5). We are Goehtered, not selfenteredWe are to be Goegowered not
self-powered. Our lives need to be moved moment by moment bynitteon and prompting of
the Holy Spirit. It is no longer we who live, but it is the power and the authority of the Spirit
working in us and through us. He wand work through us to touch the lives of those around us.

Related Scriptures:

Zechariah 4:6:Acts 1:8; Acts 6:8; Acts 10:38; Romans 13:1; Romans 15:13; Il Corinthians 1:21; |
Thessalonians 1:5; | John 2:20; | John 2:27
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Related Research:

Go d 6 s sepiuPovwepand Authority:
Unction or Anointing of the Holy Spirit:
Anointing Oil:

Principle Four: COMMUNICATION / COMMUNION

ABut you, beloved, buil di ngprayiogunrtheldolyves up o
Spirit, Qude 20

There are three wordsahneed to be defined here. The firstasnmunication:the act or
action of imparting or transmitting and receiving; access between persons or places; interchange
of thoughts or opinionsSynonymstransmission, conveyance, disclosure, broadcast, coangcti
dialogue, talk, conversation. The secon@asnmunion: an act or situation involving sharing;
possession in common; joint ownership; fellowship of members in a chugstongns:
fellowship, kinship, friendship, togetherness, harmony, understandinginecton,
communication. Thirdly we have the wapdhyer: supplication; asking or entreatinynonymes:
communication, devotion, invocation, litany, appeal, petition, plea, request.

Prayer is our communication between ourselves and God. The Holy Spirétiperson
who links us together with Christ in argenal relationship. We are called to always have an
attitude of prayer (Eph 6:18). We should be praying without ceasing (1 Thes 5:17), moving
forward in Christos wi |l Iconanrdcatingonth Goadhis eoway thawi | |
is anointed by th Holy Spirit. Prayer is our daily communion time with the triune God who lives
and dwells in our hearts.

Judeds advice to build themselves up by pr
that conmunication with God enables us to know His mind via Hpirit (Jude 1:20).

A question that the disciples had for Christ was one based on prayer. They saw that
Christ had a prayer and fasting life, but they did not understand the meaning of it orayew pr
worked. This is when He taught them what we knav at he fALor dés -1®.rayer o
Prayer is an intimate, personal communication and communion with God. It is our time of
drawing closer to Him and He to us (James 4:8). In everything we do, cooatianiis
important between parties because it giveangerstanding of what and how and why we are to
do certain things.

Jesus had been with the disciples physically. In Jokh718e was returning back to the
Father in heaven, so now there was goimgoé a new way of communication. It would be
personal and relational. It was being set up by Christ in such a way that we could enter into the
Holy of Holies from wherever we are. The Holy
and for His powerlt seems that throughout history mankind te@ned about communicating
somewhat with the Father in heaven. Then they learned to communicate with Jesus here on earth,
and now we need to learn how to communicate with God through the Holy Spirit.

Paul enouraged us to learn how to pray in the SpititCor 14:15; Eph 8:18). Often

prayer was a thing of the flesh, with lots of repetition and4emgnding words, prayers from the
head but not from the heart. Christ wanted us to pray from the very depthsh&faoyy and if we
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allow Him, the Holy Spirithelps us to speak to the Lord things that we do not always understand
or that do not make sense to us. The Holy Spirit will teach us and guide us in our prayer life
(Luke 12:12; John 14:26).

The phone that wase so often has built within it a transmitand a receiver. It is made
so we can hear, and we can also talk to the one who is connected to us. As humans we are built
to transmit and receive spiritually, and when we give our lives over to Christ, Matestand
make the line alive by the powef thhe Holy Spirit. Nevertheless, the key to this is that we need
to open the line and we also need to be willing to hear.

We are told by Christ that often we have not because we ask not (James 4:2). We need t
be coming into the very throne room of Gartd laying our requests at His feet, and the only way
this can be done is to pray in and through the anointing of the Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that
makes our time of communication with God alive and read Mt 2 1: 2 2) . Prayer
time ofintimate and personal fellowship with our Creator and Lord. We need to be thinking and
walking in His presence if we hope to overcome the things of this world. We need to come to
God in faith believing, and thevay we can do this is by making sure that Hay Spirit is
indwelling our hearts and minds. We need to remember also that prayer is not only for the
purpose of praying for our own needs and wants, but it is for lifting up before God our fellow
brothers ad sisters in Christ who are entangled in ¢nps of the world and Satan. And, of
course, it is a primary means of worshipping God and giving thanks to Him.

Related Scriptures:
| Corinthians 14:15; Ephesians 6:18; Philippians 4:6; Jamesl®15

Principle Five: BAPTISM & FULLNESS

AAnd do not get drunk wi t Hiledwithteae Spifitor t hat

Ephesians 5:18

There are two words that we need to define onleajgtism immersion into water, to
purification or cleansing; identdfation with. Synonyms:immersia, purification, beginning,
dedication, initiation, introduction, rite of passage. The secohdiness: the quality or state of
being full; containing all that possibly can be placed or putSynonymsbrimming over,
furnishing,replenishment, satisfaction, saturation.

It seems that the last 200 years or so have led to a lot of confusion concerning the
ministry of the Holy Spirit personally working in our lives. There have been hundreds of books
written with a large ariety ofconclusions. My desire is not to prove one point or another but just
to show the disciple the importance of walking in the anointing and power of the Holy Spirit
daily in our lives (Gal 5:16:25). What you need to be clear on is whether or ndiayeua
personal relationship with the Holy Spirit in your life. If you do, keep building that relationship,
and if you are not sure or do not, it is time to cross this bridge and allow God to baptize and fill
you with His presence (Acts 8:15, 11:16).

It is important to realize that you cannot be full of two different things at the same time.
If you have more than one thing in your cup, something becomes diluted. What is in your cup?
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It can be the worl d, your o wnspsued ihis sshaihwells s o r
come out? We are warned that fresh water and saltwater cannot come out of the same spring
(James 3:12). Having been identified with Chi

body of Christ by the baptism of the Holy Spi{{Rom 6:34; Eph 1:1314; | John 4:13), we are

also to be daily filled by the Holy Spirit by yielding ourselves to Him in obedience. The Greek

word here means, to make full. One author stat€,he Gr eek present tense
that the fillingof the Spirit is not a oncéor-all experience. Repeatedly, as the occasion requires,

the Spirit empowers f or (NASB Stuldyinptes. psl&5)WAgaio the a n d
word filled describes a conti nuoeldng toddms e : b
continuously (Eph 5:18).

We need to understand what baptizing and filling picture for us. The first is washing or
covering over (dying to self and being covered in Christ righteousness, 2 Cor 5:21), and the
second is a pouring in and filgrup. The question we need to ask ourselves is simple: have we

by faith in Christ been washed and cl eaned b
Christ to continuously fill us with the Holy Spirit? It is important to hear what Scripture says, not
whatmen t each. Goddés Word is our authority, and

by faith in Christ.

We are like a cup that the Holy Spirit wants to fill up. We are a container that can house
His presence, and as we move from place, to peceoves with us. We should not be satisfied
with a drop in the bottom of the cup, but we should desire to be running over. The Holy Spirit
wants us to have an abundance of His blessing and power. Just as water can quench our thirst,
the Holy Spirit can lao meet our needs.

The purpose of the fullness of the Holy Spirit is so that He can comfort, teach, give
direction, empower, and give us boldness and faith to serve God. Without Him we can do
nothing, and what we do will be done in our own ability anelrgjth, which we are told it is like
filthy rags (Isa 64:6). We need to let go and let God do all the work in and through our lives.

There is much discussion on what the evidence should be concerning the power of the
Holy Spirit i n itdsrcetdirsgifts, buflevould Srgumthat i shquld be first the
fruit of the Spirit as Paul taught the Galatian church (Gal-232 All, service must come from
a heart full of the Holy Spirit, and the evidence of that is the fruit which is what dasnsands
us to look for (Matt 7:16; John 15:16). In addition, the gifts are given as He desires for ministry
in the church and out to the world. The key is not all kinds of formulas or timelines. It just
simply boils down to whether we are or are notfilend covered over by God
died to self (1 Cor 15:36) and does He now reign totally and completely in my life so that others
see it?

When our lives have been emptied of the world it is very important that we be filled by
the Holy Spirit. Our temple is not to be empty but full of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 3:16; 2 Cor
6:16). You might think that | am trying to avoid some thorny issue. My goal is not to fill my
time with argument but to see people anointed and empowered by God going cu lnatrvé st
field where they are greatly needed (Matt 938). We are filling up our time and lives with so
much of the world and other things that we have no time for service. We also need to see that
God is not going to give us something to keep jusiofoselves. The Holy Spirit is like water
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that needs to be poured in and flow out so that you will not become stagnant (John 4:10, 7:38; 1
Cor 3:6). It is like the manna in times of old (Ex 26/ we must go to the source each day and
collect from Godwhti s needed. Thatdés why Paul teaches u
(Eph 5:18).

Related Scriptures:
Matthew 3:11; Luke 1:67; Luke 4:1; Acts 185 Acts 4:8; Acts 4:31; Acts 6:3; Acts 7:55; Acts
11:24; Acts 13:9; Acts 19:4; Romans @t3Ephesars 1:1323;1 John 4:13; | Corinthians 6:19

Related Research:

Word Study on Baptism:

Word Study of Filling:

Evidence of Holy Spirités Presence:
Laying on of Hands: Acts 19:6

Parable of Clean House: Matthew 12483 Luke 11:246

Principle Six: SEAL & VESSEL

filn Him, you also, after listening to the message of triitie, gospel of your salvatién
having also believed, you wesealedn Him with the Holy Spirit of promis&yho is
given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view torédteemption ofc 0 d dwn
possession, to tidpresianspmsai Se of Hi s g

There are three words that need to be defined. First the seat something that
confirms, ratifies or makes secure; something that gives character to a person sorthptbee
recognizedas belonging to an indicated agengn8nyms:a lid, cork, fastener, plug, security,
waterproofing, assurance, authentication, confirmation, stamp, validation, insignia. Second is
the wordvesselreceptacle for something; a containeattholds somethgqwithin it. Synonyms:
receptacle, bowl, pan, box, pot, barrel, drum. Lastly is the wemtple: consecrated place;
shrine; an edifice dedicated to the worship of a deity; a place in which the Divine presence
specially resides.y®onymshouse of God, shie, sanctuary, church.

The seal makes us aware of ownership. We are secure in Jesus Christ and know His
presence because of the stamp of the Holy Spi
so blessed to be a part of the fgnof God. He deses that personal relationship with each one
of us, and to prove to us His commitment. He has given us the Holy Spirit as a seal or promise to
dwell in us until we can be personally with God.

The use of a seal is a very old traditaating back thousals of years and is also used all
around the world today on documents, in sealing letters, and even keeping containers and trucks
sealed as they move from place to place and f
prove that te body of Jesus wainside (Matt 27:66). The seal verified ownership and
responsibility for what was being sent. The Holy Spirit has been sent by Christ to seal our vessel
or temple as belonging to Him and none other. The seal is to keep intruders twkaagd that
whichis of God in. The seal of the Holy Spirit is the assurance that we are part of the family of
God, and that if we die, we spend all eternity with Jesus in His kingdom.
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The signet ring was used a lot in the olden days to seal importiens & hey wouldise
hot wax on the closure part and then take a ring that had a seal engraved in it and push it into the
hot wax to show who it was from. When the person received the letter with the seal unbroken,
they could be confident that no one hgmkned it and thate contents of the letter were still
safe. We too are Christbds | etter bought and s
Spirit as proof that we belong to Christ.

We are called to be temples of the Holy Spirit. Our bodmssé the very presce of
God, but what can break fellowship is going out and sinning. Sin can separate us from fellowship
with a Holy God (lsa 59:2). We are a vessel
through the blood of Christ, the preseont¢he Holy Spiri cannot be poured through us.

We carry within a place of safety, a place for worship and communion. We come to the
Holy of Holies where God is to personally meet with us. We carry within such a great treasure, a
treasure that all behers have, a trease that cost Christ His life here on earth.

The first thing we should be doing each day is cleansing ourselves of the things of the
world and asking Christ to pour more of His S
will fi nd more boldnessa courage to stand up for Jesus Christ. This is our pledge of allegiance
to our King. This is what keeps us headed toward our eternal inheritance (Eph 4:30).

A seal is a mark of ownership (1 Cor 1:22). It gives the idea of belonghmist@new
that wewould need help, training and comfort, that we would struggle with loneliness and that
we could not face the challenges of the world by ourselves. Christ made it possible to have a
personal relationship with Him and we are sealed ndotgysa vow, as irmarriage, but by the
Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13). Because of the Holy S
are His and He is ours for all eternity. Words of commitment are nice but having the other person
with us at all timesiges to us peac@ssurance and hope for now and for the future.

Related Scriptures:

| Kings 21:8; Psalms 31:12; John 6:27; Romans 5:5; Romans 9:21; | Corinthiar$73:1L6
Corinthians 6:19; Il Corinthians 1:22; 1l Corinthians 4:7; Ephesians 2:21edigos 4:30; |
Thessalonians 4:4; 1l Timothy 2:19; 1l Timothy 2:21

Related Research:
Signet Ring:

Vessel and Temples:
Grieving the Spirit:

Principle Seven: CHURCH / BODY

ABut you wil/| r eHolg Spvitdas pomevigon youhardnyoutshalebe My
witnesses batin Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the
ear tack180

There isonebodyand oneSpirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your
cal | i ng ;equipping ofthe gaihte for the work of service hibuilding up of the
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bodyof Chri st ; ¢é f balybeingfitbechand held togetner byavhat
every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the
growth d thebodyfor the building up of itself in lovephesians 4:4, 12, 16.

There are two words we need to define. Frhyrch: called out ones, belonging to the
Lord; the Body of Christ. yhonyms: assembly, gatheringsecondly,body: the main part of
something; the trunk or main mass of an organisyna®/ms: figure, form, shape, association,
collection, company, corporation.

The day of Pentecost was the same day that the church of Jesus Christ was born into the
world as a testimonto the resurrection power of Jesus Christ. The church was going tbenow
the body of Christ in all its fullness to the world (1 Cor 12:27). It would become the temple that
the Holy Spirit would indwell, move and work through. As a disciple in Chrisangea part of
this unique organism of people who have been called o@hoist to a testimony of what true
resurrection life and power can be. We are to function together by the power of the Holy Spirit as
a community of believers walking in unity and fmamy.

There are two things that Christ has commissioned the Holyt &pwork through; one
is the disciple and the second is the church. Both have weaknesses and make mistakes, but by the
power of the Holy Spirit both can overcome Satan and the bosadgleis world. It is important
for both to stay close to the heart 8bd. We are to work together as a team in unity and
harmony, and this is made possible by all the individual parts staying connected to the presence
and power of the Holy Spirit. Thdoge, He was sent to us, because Christ knew what our
greatest need wadilbe.

When the church and the disciples stay under the umbrella or covering of the Holy Spirit,
the Church becomes alive and powerful. The Holy Spirit is the One who flows thraugéitis
of the church. He is the one that gives cohesiveness to thedddchrist. Acts is a testimony
that gives to us the beginning of what the ministry of the Holy Spirit is (Acts chapter 2). Many
times, the book of AcCéhurshsulwhienl ed hHhEBAeE| Xct
Acts of the Holy Spirittom ugh t he Church and the Discipleso
Christ has promised, and now the disciples are being trained how to walk in His anointing and
power (Gal 5:25).

The world is like one big farm and God is looking for farmers who wiltkiwoperate,
undertake and carry out the job under the anointing of the Holy Sihet.church is a lot like
little farmyards. They are different in size and in the way, they dgshibut they all have the
same common goal which is to produce a han@stirches around the world are all different in
shapes and sizes. They even function differently when it comes to leadership and gifting, but
what should be the common denominatotthat they are under the headship of Christ and
empowered by the Holy Stir(Eph 1:22, 5:23). There can be no harvest if the workers (the
disciples) do not submit themselves to the leading and guiding of the Holy Spirit. If we work
outside of the ministrgf the Holy Spirit, then we are just building and working in the flegh an
in our own strength (James 2:26). God by the Holy Spirit brings the increase (1 Cor 3:6).

The Church is a relationship of disciples from all over the world linked together by the
Holy Spirit. The Church has the power to even push back the gated. d¢f ha$ the ability to go
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into dark | ands and to become a | ighthouse
di sciples and in the c¢hur cphesence & warke brivging inh theb e
harvest through the laborers who areeequipped and trained (Acts 1:8).

The disciples need to be team members of a church. We are a vital part of the whole
network of servants for Christ (1 Cor 12:12). We are intemected with other body members
and with Christ through the Holy SpiriRon 12:5). We need to be equipped and trained so we
can serve one anothaile should be asking the Holy Spirit daily how we can serve in the
body of Christ and how we can be an agerdand ambassador of reconciliation and change
to a lost world (2 Cor 5:20;Eph 6:20) Everyone who is a part of the Body of Christ has a
ministry. It is important that we seek the Holy Spirit and even other disciples who can help us to
know who the Holy Spitis, and then it is important that we get busy in the Church, bedasse i
the only way that we can experience true life that is worth living. We are the body, but Christ is
the head, and He relates to us by and through the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:4).

RELAT ED SCRIPTURES FOR THE LESSON:

Acts 1:2; 1:5; 1:8; 1:16; 2:1; 2:4; 2:33;38; 4:8; 4:25; 4:31; 5:3; 5:32; 6:5; 7:51; 7:55; 8:15;
8:16; 8:17; 8:19; 9:17; 9:31; 10:38; 10:44; 10:45; 10:47; 11:15; 11:16; 11:24; 13:2; 13:4; 13:9;
13:52; 15:8; 15:28; 16:6; 1B, 19:6; 20:23; 20:28; 21:11; 28:25. Romans 12:5; | Corinthians
12:27; 1Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 1:23; Ephesians 3:10; Ephesians 5228

Related Research:

Church as a Body:

Abiding in the Church:

Work of the Holy Spirit through the Church:

Principle Eight: FRUIT

i B u t fruit df tee Spiritis love, joy, peace, pahce, kindness, goodness,
faithfulnessgentleness,sef ont r ol ; agai nst s Us@ahnsstzhi ngs t

There are seven key words that should be defined:

root: the portion of the plant that grows below grouadd functions as an orgaof
absorption; a basic cause, source or origin (social, ethnic or cultural); rdoted or
firmly established. Synonyms: source, origin, beginning, genesis, foundation, heart,
essence, ancestors, heritage, birthplace.

vine:  any climbing or trailigg woodystemmed plant, sometimes bearing fruit, as coiled about
a support (such as grapes).

branch: a stem growing from the trunk or a limb of a tree; to spring off or out from. Synonymes:
limb, arm, offshoot.

fruit:  represents the mature edible produdt a pl ant ; fAof fspring, o
any creature; the Aproducto or Aresulto
earnings.
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sap: fluid that carries nourishment; active strength of theyb@ynonyms: life blood, life
source

graft:  to insert a shoot from one plant into another so that they join and grow together; the
point of union. Synonyms: implant, splice, affix, insert, join, transplant.

abide: bear, endure, dwell, remain, laSynonyms: remain constant, contineedure; remain
fast, firm or permanent; persist, be steadfast, survive.

To be filled with the Spirit means that the believer will demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit
in his or her life. The New Testament patternlfeing is set in Matthew 7:167 Y owdll know
t hem by t mhe first evideneeioftbeing filled with the Spirit is godly living. God wants
mature Christians, who manifest the fruit of the Spirit listed in GalatiansZ328love, joy,
peace, patiece, kindness, goodness, faithfulrgsgentleness, and setbntrold Cliristian
Wor ker s Handbook. Billy Graham. p.158.). W
inspectors, but more than anything else, to be producers of fruit.

To be able to pragte fruit you have to be a complgiant made up from a seed which
has germinated into roots, then into a plant, and in due time when the plant is mature, it will then
produce fruit. So, we can see that producing fruit is a process of time, nurturingaéurthg.
The Bible tells us that & were once a wild branch and were producing fruit of the world, but
then one day we invited Christ into our lives, and at that moment He grafted us into Himself
(John 15:117). His life and strength would now begin tovi through our branch. The life tie
Holy Spirit would become the sap that would bind us to Christ and in time would produce what
we call the fruit of the Spirit. This is unique fruit because it is anlg fruit that carries within it
all kinds of chaacteristics. It is also produced dugh relationship. We abide in God and He
abides in us (John 8:332). The stronger the relationship, the more fruit that will be produced.

The fruit is the by-product of a healthfully maintained tree. The branches nstikeep a
relationship with the trunand with the roots if they hope to produce any type of fruit. The life
comes from the roots out into the branches, and in due time produces a fruit that contains within
it more seeds to produce more trees and fruig ffhit is there fomourishment for those who
pick it and forregenerationfor those who want to plant. We are told that we will be known by
our fruit, whether we are a disciple of Christ or a disciple of the world (Johr8).5:7

The fruit of the Spirit includes character qualities thad@ossesses and that the Holy
Spirit imparts to us as we live in trusting obedience to @@ Holy Spirit Anders, P146). Nine
gualities embody the fruit of the Spirit. Billy Graham, in his book tif&é Holy Spiritobserves
that thisone fruit is characterized by nine specific piecestthan be divided into three clusters
of three.

1) Love, Joy, Peace (God first)
2) Patience, kindness, goodness (others second)
3) Faithfulness, gentleness, setintrol (self third)
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We can see that we start by putti@gd first, thenothers second, andurselveslast. We
see this concept also with the idealoy. If you want to experience true joy you must follow the
same pattern that the word itself spells detus first,others, and/ourself last. The purpose of
that fruit can be twofold. First it is to nourish others, and secondly it is there to produce more
plants. It is not there for the benefit of the tree. The only benefit that the tree gets is having the
JOY of produdng it, of seeing and having tl®Y of others eating from it and having td@Y
of watching it grow to a place where one day it will produce more fruit. We also experience the
fruit within ourselves as it flows through us which in turn becombkessingo others.

There are three important steps that we must implement if we hope to see the fruit of the
Spirit flowing in and through our lives.

1. We must consciouslgurrender ourselves to the Holy Spirit. Ask yourself: have you ever
realizedthat you b&ong to God, that your body is the actual residence of the Holy Spirit? Have
you ever offered your body (life) to God as Romans 12:1 demands?

2. Next, we must see ourselves as hadiggl to sin but having becomalive to Christ. Paul
said in Galatians 2 0 , il have been crucified with Chr
lives in meé and the | ife which flows out t

3. Then, we determine by faith to bring ourselves undetthdship of Christ. This happens
progressie | y as we bring our mi nds under Hi s ¢
contr ol over our thought s: AAnd do not be
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and abtejptad pefect will of
Godo Roma8ns 12:1

When we become a child of God, we become a vessel or temple where God dwells. His
very presence produces fruit that will touch the lives of all those around us. It is like a spark of
fire that ignites the woodhich begirs to burn and attracts attention. Others will also be touched
and ignited by the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

The fruit should be the first evidence of a life that has been baptized and filled by
the Holy Spirit. That is why Christells us thawe will be known by our fruit (Matthew 7:16).
The world is looking for real fruit, fruit that they can freely pick and have. We must understand
that more of the fruit of the Spirit must be flowing through our lives, growing and becoming the
foundation taall that we do for Christ. We also must realize that everything that we do in Christ
and that which we do in the world will produce some type of fruit. Remember Paul tells us that
whatever we plant, in due season we will reap (Galatiand®:and pointsout that we also
have the blessing to plant, sow and reap a harvest from those lives around us.

Related Scriptures:

Gen 1:1112; Gen 1:29; Psalm 1:3; Isaiah 3:10; Isaiah 37:31; Matthevi@:8atthew 7:16;
Matthew 7:1720; Matthew 12:33; Mtthew 7:20Luke 3:8; John 4:36; John 12:24; John
15:2, 4, 5, 8, 16; Romans 8:23; | Corinthians 15:23; Philippians 1:11; Colossians 1:6 &10

Related Research:
Roots: Isaiah 11:10, Romans 11:1@olossians 2:4
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Tree & its fruit: Matt. 7:1523

Fruit of t he world: Colossians 3411

Godo6s har Gaatsans 6:#10, Mattdew 9:3738
FOR FURTHER STUDY:

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT DEFINED

1. LOVE

- Love is the steady direction of our will toward the lasting good of anotfiére oly Spirit
Anders, pg.147)

- No mark distinguishes the Christian more than love.

-God call s-lisketd owe@tlor.i st

2.JOY

- Joy is a deep sense of wbking that is not dependent upon favorable circumstances, but
rooted in a fundamental acceptance of, and confidence irwithef God (The Holy Spirit
Anders, pg.151).

3. PEACE

- Peace is the absence of anxiety and the presence of trusting assurance in the promises of God.
(The Holy Spirit Anders, pg.153)

- SHALOM: unity, completeness, rest, ease, security (The HolytSpraham pg.286).

4. PATIENCE

- Patience is the ability to endure unpleasant people and circumstances for a higheftwause (
Holy Spirit, Anders, pg.160).

-Longsuf fering (KJV) fAhanging in thereo.

- To remain steadfast even when provoked.

5. KINDNESS

- Kindness is treating others well in word and deBak(Holy Spirit Anders, pg.162).

- Gentleness love-enduring- loving kindness$ tenderness.

6. GOODNESS
- Goodness is doing that which is beneficial for oth&re(Holy Spirit Anders, pg.165).
- Righteousness imputed and demonstrated.

7. FAITHFULNESS
- Is being reliable in doing what you should dié Holy Spirit Anders, pg.166).
- Trustworthy perseverance / dependability.

8. GENTLENESS

- Gentleness is treating others carefully, widispectand sensitivity The Holy Spirif Anders,
pg.167).

- Meekness is not weakness or timidity, but love under control / tamed.

9. SELFCONTROL
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- Self-control is the ability to resist immediate gratification for the sake of a higher §bal (
Holy Sprit, Anders, pg.169).

- Temperance (KJV)

-Strength in mastering of oneds t

-Temperance/sef ont r o | in every aspect of

turbulent times.

DIFFERENT KINDS OF FRUIT

Rotten or worldly frit
Artificial fruit
Real fruit

THREE TYPES OF FRUIT

The Weeds The Atrtificial Fruit The Fruit of the Spirit
hatred limited love love

sorrow happiness, not real joy joy

anxiety,strife  numbness, carelessness peace

impatience  laziness, insensitivity patience

pride manipulationby kindness kindness

evil hypocrisy goodness

infidelity half-heartedness faithfulness
selfseeking false modesty meekess

lack of control choosing lesser gods self-control

Principle Eight: SERVICE

Awho al s adequaesseervantsof anew covenantnot of the letter but of the
Spirit; for the letter kills, but th&piritg i v e S colinthiafs 3 . 0

Thereare two words that we should define before we go further. €s1ge: to be a
servant; to offer habitual worship and obedience to; to work through or perform; to wait on, to be
used to or answer the needs ®fnonymswork, labor, give a helping handssast, be useful, be
valuable. Secondservant: a person bound to dine bidding of a master or superior, one that
must work for another and obey himyr®nyms:helper, worker, steward, slave, supporter,
follower.

We need the Holy Spirit to empower us®that we can serve one anotheWe need to
befilled daily so that wewi | | have Gododés strength to get al
man desires to be served rather than to be the one who does the serving. This was why the Jewish
people misunderstal Jesus (Matt 20:28). They thought that the Messiah would comeiag, a k
not realizing that the prophets, and especially Isaiah, proclaimed Him as one who would come as
a servant. So, service is one main reason we need the fullness of the Holy Smrsebo
lovingly serve each other we need to be empowered by God.
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The filling of the Holy Spirit is to help you be a better servant in the body of Christ
The Holy Spirit is given to help you, but also to serve others through you. Freely you have
received, now freely give (Matt 10:8). We do what we do because the Hoht 8ps been
poured out in love into our hearts.

I n times of ol d, the earring was placed i
another. A servant had little personal contreté&use he now was a servant, and the ownership of
his life was now inthe hands of another, having been surrendered to a new lord. He was no
longer lord of his life; someone else now held the keys to his life.

In Christ we freely choose to become Hisveet. We do it out of love from a heart that
is grateful for what He s done for us. Because we are a servant of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit
then gives us the power and gifts for service. The gifts of the Spirit are for serving and
ministering to eachtber in the church and for helping those that Christ calls us to ,racdnd
goto (1 Cor 12:311). We serve not in our power and strength but in His power and strength, not
in our ability but in His ability, not for personal glory but for His glory €t B:11).

Often churches struggle with unity and harmony because thealisciples are not
coming completely to the place of surrendering their lives to Christ as Lord and Saviour.
We are often too busy serving ourselves instead of serving Christ. The wagcess when it
comes to ministry is to be a servant of all. Leadetde church need to learn about the ministry
of the towel (John 13:5). The disciples struggled with this, but Jesus told them if He did not serve
them, they would not be part of Hisngdom.

The best thing we can accomplish with our lives is to benaasg one who submits to
the desire and will of His owner. But to be a good servant we must be filled with a serving heart.
Christ came to serve, not to be served (Matt 20:28). Welsvealled to serve but to be able to
do it rightly, we need to bempowered for serviceg(Phil3:10) The only way we can serve each
other is through the Holy Spirit, because our fleshly nature is to serve our own desires.

Sometimes we struggle with serg because we have not yet met truly and completely
the author ofservice ministry. The deeper our personal relationship with the Holy Spirit, the
more we will see things as He sees them, and the greater our desire will be to serve God and
others. Positin is not important at all. It is being obedient to the will of @wt counts, because
when we are faithful in all the little things in our life, then the Holy Spirit can entrust us with
greater things (Matt 25:23). Those of us who struggle with sentimgrs need to come to Christ
daily and ask Him to fill us more witHis Spirit. This will then help us to turn fear into faith. We
can come up with many reasons why we should not get involved, but we do not realize that these
reasons are the things thatldh us back from a deeper and more intimate relationship with our
God. We need to step out in faith and begin to commit ourselves to serve wherever He calls us to
and no matter what the cost may seem to be. We also need to realize that the size ofaministry
service is not what is important, but just being willing to seirv whatever He leads us to do.

Size of service is not important; faithfulness and obediencéNsedo need to be empowered
for service, but we also must be equipped for servigd Tim 317). We should get equipped,
trained and mentored as a disciple wheever and wherever it is possible.
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Related Scriptures:

Joshua 1:2; Joshua 1:7; Joshua 5:14; Joshua 22:5; Psalm 116:16; Matthew 20:26; Matthew
23:1112; Mark 10:43; Romans 7:6; Romang: 11, 7, 11; Galatians 5:1E&phesians 4:12; |
Timothy 4:6; Il Timoty 2:4; Hebrews 3:34ebrews 9:14; | Peter 4:1101

Related Research:
The suffering Servant:Isaiah 53

Principle Nine: MINISTRY, EQUIPPING & GIFTS

ATherefore, I, tl, implorg you te watk e a manher wolthg of the r
calling with which you have beenalled,with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, showing tolerance for one another in Ideng diligent to preserve the
unity of theSpirit in the bond of peac@&here isone bodyandone Spirit just as also

you were called in one hope of your callimgne Lord, one faith, one baptisone

God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. But to each one of us
grace was given according to the measur o f  @ift.réi sAtnéds He @gsav e
apostles, and sonses prophets, and somas evangelists, and somas pastors and
teachersfor the equippingof the saints for the work akrvice,to the building up of

the bodyof Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, to mature man to the masure of the stature which belongs to the
fullness of Christephesians 4:7 & 11-13

Now let us define three words. Firstjnistry: the performance of any servicefanction
for another; a person or thing through which something is accomplishgtbnyhs:
administration, council, government, holy order, the church. Secoedlyp to supply with
resources, fit out, to provide for. To provide with what is necessagful or appropriate.
Synonyms: provide, furnish, supply, issue, arm, endow. Thirdgyft: something that is
voluntarily transferred by one person to another without compensation; the act, right, or power of
giving or bestowingSynonyms:bequest, borgj bounty, contribution, donatiogrant, gratuity,
offering, present, ability, attribute, capability, power, talent, turn.

As you know, the church is the body of Jesus Christ and He is our head (1 Ce271R:12
In the body each part has an importarmistry, no matter how small or miegdre the job may
seem. The thing to realize is that God has given gifts to that body and to us who make up that
body to serve Him. It is important to know and understand these gifts and to learn their proper
use so we gamature and so we can also be eifprand service within the body of Christ.

The Holy Spirit has been given to us by Christ to empower us for ministry and to become
our teacher so that we can learn how to work and function within the Body of Chrighwith
gifts that He has given to (% Cor 12:7, 11)The gifts are for the purpose of ministry and for
building up and encouraging the body of Christ.They need to be administered through the
fruit of the Spirit. No gifts should never be allowed to functim outside of the direct coming
of the fruit of the Spirit. Today there are many believers who have no concept of the meaning
of spiritual gifts and no inkling of what their gifts might be, and no understanding of how gifts
are used in service to others,nsequently, they cannot live theirgpal life in its full
expression.
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We are all called to be ministers for Christ, and Christ knew that for us to do so we would
need the Holy Spirit in our lives so that we could have clear direction and insight otohow
minister to those in our familgnd those around us (Eph 4L To do this we will need training
and equipping from the Holy Spirit and from our leaders with whom we serve. We are to work
within the Body of Christ so that we may learn truth about whas€is and how He desires
throughthe Holy Spirit to flow and work through us.

It is also important that we learn from God and others so that we can be equipped for the
work of service. Ministry takes time to learn, and it is a process of making esstkd
sometimes just falling dowrlt is also a time that Christ builds faith within us. Christ does give
us gifts, but they are usually not in the finished form. We must exercise these gifts, so that we
can become strong and mature in their use. Disshgbeis disciplining ourselves ihé character
and nature of Christ.

The word Agifto signifies that what I's gi
someone else. The Holy Spirit knows the needs within the church, plus He knows what we can
handlea d wi | | use wirg@®dyl2:838pr Chri stds gl o

When one is given a gift box, the gift can be fully assembled or come with instruction on
how to put it together and use it. A gift is given to us by someone else. Christ has given to us the
Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit has the minigtof giving gifts to the disciples. They are given
with a purpose and one of the main goals is to bless, strengthen and help others. Nevertheless,
gifts also need to beurtured andlearned about, so we can get the fplbtential from them.

These three wordspinistry, equipping and gifts, must work in harmony and unity with
each other, and must always be seasoned by the fruit of the Spirit. Ministry is for the service of
others, and if ware going to serve them welke must understand our Ggiven gifts and
talents. They are given to us so that we can help, encourage, strengthen and bless others. The
gifts are not there for our own convenience or encouragement, but for the strengtfethimg
church and for the ftinerance of the Gospel of Christ. We are all part of the same body, and as
we work with each other as disciples, our foundation is the grace and love of Glaigtust
have the view each day of how we can take that which wewfe been given and use it to
equip and mature someone else for the kingdom of God.

Related Scriptures:

| Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:12; Romans -B2:b6Corinthians 12:4.1; | Corinthians 12:27
28; | Corinthians 14:1; | Corinthians 14:12; Il Corinthians 5:18; Colossians 4Tfmbthy 4:5;
Hebrews 2:4; Hebrews 13:2Z1; | Peter 4:14.1

Related Reseach:
Gift training and responsibilities:
Church and Spiritual Gifts:
Equipping and Mentoring others:
Ministers of God:
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FOR FURTHER STUDY:

A) What is a Spiritual Gift?

Definition: A spiritual gift is a Goegiven ability for service. This simple definition incorporates the

source of gifts (Godjiven), the meaning of gifts (abilities), and the purpose of gifts (service).

1. A Spiritual gift is primarily an ability given toraindividual. It is not an office in the church.

2. There are benefits that would come to the church of Christ if every member would realize that he
could use spiritual gifts all the time and under many different circumstances.

B) Distribution of Spiritual Gifts:

Gifts are sovereignly dispensed by the Spirit.

Gifts are not rewards.

Gi fts are gi v-d¢orbuild upthelmdyi pur poseo

Gifts are given to every believeyou have at least one if the Spirit of God is in you.
Everybeliever has a unique ministry.

GAwN e

C) The Development of Spiritual Gifts:

1. Gifts are not given in polished form.

2. Christians must exercise their gifts.

3. The believer himself may have a part in the development of his spiritual gifts.

4. Yielding cannot make up for lack ofgper development of gifts, though proper development

can never take place without yielding.

5. Two guidelines for proper development of spiritual gifts:
a. The first is expressed tthios way: Abut cov
b. The second guidelinei: fibe attentive to the ministry c

These two very simple matters, lack of attendance and lack of attention, are still reasons today why some
never fully develop their spiritual gifts.

D) How Can | Discover my Gi#?

1. Be informed in otherwords, know what spiritual gifts are. You will discover that you have a gift or
two already.

2. Be willing- if we are unwilling in any area, then God may not be able to let us use some gift, but if we
are willing to do anyting or go anywhere, the Lorday bring to light gifts which we never dreamed
of.

3. There are many ordinary laymen and women who miss the full use of their gifts simply because they
will not tie themselves down to a regular Sunday school class or even to a simple administrative job i
the church. We must be completely and unreservedlling to do anything if we would know the
fullness of our spiritual gifts.

4. Be activd the exercise of one gift may lead to the discovery of other gifts.

5. Three things to do:

- Pray- to tell Him you want to know your gifts.
- Consider your pds probably He has already tried to show you.
- Try different ministries get involved in the church.
6. Three results will happen:
- You will have enjoyment.
- There will be results.
- G o dpeaple will recognize your gifts.
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GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. Prophecy:

The qift of prophecy is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to
receive and communicate an immediate message of God to His people thraighel-anointed
utterance.

Prophets were both fetellers (predicting the future) and fotislers (exhorting at the present time) yet
both spoke messages that they had received by direct revelation from God.

According to Acts 21:8, 9 this gift wasot restricted to males, for we read that Philip the evangelist had
four daughters who were prophetesses.

2. Helps or Service:

The person with this gift has the ability to faithfully and diligently serve in trekdraund, in very

practical ways, to asss t in the Lorddéds work and to encourage
persons are the backbone of the church and will do all sorts of odd jobs in the church so that the work of

the ministry will function sroothly and effectively.

Possible exanlps of this gift in action in the Bible could be Phoebe, Priscilla, Aquila and Urbane.

3. Teaching:

This person is marked by two characteristics:

a. He is strongly motivated to a personal study of the Word of God.

b. He will have the ability to effeisely communicate the truths and principles gleaned from the Word, so
others may profitTeaching brings responsibility.

4. Exhortation:

This gift is a doubleedged gift. This person will be able to effectively urge another to pursue some course
ofacttn or conduct . He compl ements the work of the t
can see that, o the exbhadr tdeor twhialtl. ob rHen gd ruisv etso hsoanye,
man to action. This person will also be aldiestfectively encourage or comfort another in the light of a

past tragedy or trial. The root of tthed wbhesdeaheo
people from whom we seek counsel and guidance.

5. Giving:

This person has the ability o gi ve of his substance to the worl
consistently, liberally, sacrificially, and with such wisdom and cheerfulnedsothers are encouraged

and blessed. Itis to be done with no thought of return or gain for self.

6. Administration or ruling:

This person has the ability to organize and administer with such efficiency and spirituality that a project is
not only satifactorily completed, but it is done harmoniously and with blessing. These people have the
ability to turnchaos into something beautiful. This person is able to give vision and direction. He or she is
able to organize and direct people to a specific gudisage that it is done decently and in order.

7. Mercy:

This person has the ability to identify withdacomfort those who are in distress, whom others find
difficult to be near, such as a retarded child. Their deeds are toward those who are uregialg, tsuch

as the poor, or the aged. This gift will be evident in sympathy, understanding, compas&oieepand
sensitivity toward underprivileged and owemxious people. This person will be drawn to those passing
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through periods of severe pressuremotional anxiety, the bereaved, the ill, the depressed, the poor, the
widowed, the orphaned, the mehtaktarded, and many others.

8. Apostleship:

Apostleship can have both a general and a limited meaning. In a general sense the word mdamgsone
sent, or a messenger. The Latin equivalent is the word missionary. In a general sense every €hristian i
missionary or an apostle, because he has been sent into this world for a testimony.

However, in the specialized sense of the gift of apdspeis refers to the Twelve (and perhaps a few
others like Paul and Barnabas). They were the leaders whthiaifbundation of the church and they
were accredited by special signs.

9. Evangelism:
The evangelist has the capacity to present the gospebage with exceptional clarity and an
overwhelming burden.
a. He has a consuming passion for souls. He kaseern for the unsaved. He would rather
witness than eat.
b. He has a clear understanding of the gospel message.
c. A gifted evangelist habe ability to present the gospel message clearly.
d. The evangelist has great joy in seeing men and womee twapersonal and saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

10. Pastor:
The word fApastor o means t o s hepdadingdrovidingpand aringr e, t
for, and protecting the portion @Hesiand¥dl thelworkdd of G

teaching is linked with that of pastoring, and in Acts 20:28, the duty of caring and feeding the flock is
added.

11. Wsdom:

This is the gift of receiving, knowing, and presenting the wisdom of God, the revealed truth of God, as
presented by the apostles and prophets. If you speak with the wisdom of God, it denotes the highest
mental excellence. If you speak in the powkthe Holy Spirit the Lord will give you wisdom. Stephen

was full of faith and power and they were noteald resist the intelligence and the wisdom and (the
inspiration of) the Spirit with whi chin32eerssspm® k e . I
preached from Abraham to Jesus. God gaveavenym t he
wisdom.

12. Knowledge:

This is the ability to understand correctly and to exhibit clearly the spiritual wisdom of God revealed to
and bythe apostles. It is to know something that is revealed spiritually. Paul saw without a light that the
jailer was going to kill himself. Peter knew by a word of knowledge that Ananias was lying. Words of
knowledge may not be heeded. Today God also gisésiowledge when we call on Him through prayer.

He is there to help direct our path, to give light to thosasaof darkness or to things that are unknown.

13. Faith:

Faith is a Spirdgiven ability to see something that God wants done and to sustaavering confidence

that God will do it, regardless of seemingly insurmountable obstacles. Though all degis stacked

against some course of action, this faith makes decisions which seem senseless, then sees them through
despite overriding objectiorend massive roadblocks. This gift sees the will of God accomplished despite
all-natural resistance.
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14. Mirades:

Wor king of miracles. The Greek word for miracles

power in mighty works. It is often usawf the miracles of Jesus. It is mentioned immediately after
healings and pr ecede tthhtynirabuloos caes aré foterregnt. i t woul d s

15. Healings:

In Biblical times there were special acts of divine healing, and undoubtedly therehweteeds of
instances where the apostles were able to demonstrate the divine power that was within themray restori
health to those who had various physical disabilities. Certain people have the gift of healing. This is
different from James 5:185 and Mak 16:1618 which talk about elders and all believers. It is scriptural

to lay hands on the sick, anoint with @hd pray. The gift may be a special filling at a special time, or
even for specific illnesses. Healing must bring glory to God. Healingewety be done for unbelievers.

You can pray to receive this gift.

16. Discerning of Spirits:

The early churchni Corinth needed discerning of Spirits. We need it even more. Cults, religions that do
not worship Jesus, false teachings, etc., abound todd@yneed much discernment and are told in 1 John
4:1 to be careful, try the spirits, for there is the gift otdimment. In Acts 8:23, Peter perceived the bad
spirit in Simon. In Acts chapter 8 we read how Phillip preached in Samaria and great thipgedth

e

Even Si mon, the sorcerer believed, yet Peter thro

heart and spoke to his problem. In Acts 16 we read of the possessed slave girl who followed Paul around
saying: AThese mdrhearmosthdi gdr vVGordt,s whfo procl ai m
verse 17. Every word the slave girl said was true,Han purpose was to discredit the message of the
apostles by making the people think that they were in league with demon spirits, who \erg tha
announcements through a demon possessed medium. People would conclude that they were doing
miracles by tle devil, and so discount the Gospel. Paul spoke in the name of Jesus to the demon, not the
girl, and commanded it to come out, and it did Gdts of discerning of spirits, and the power to do
something about it, are according to Acts 1:8 and Mark 186317

17.Tongues:

The gift of tongues, together with interpretation of tongues, equals prophecy. The gift of tongues is for
edifying the churchThe gift may be exercised up to three times in one service. The gift of tongues is not
an irresistible impulse fathe spirit that drives a man headlong into ecstatic speech. The spirit of the
prophet is subject to the prophet. The gift of tongues igjiren to all people.

18. Interpretation:
The gift of interpretation is the special ability that God gives ttagemembers of the body of Christ to
make known in the vernacular the message of one who speaks in tongues.

Information compiled and provedi by Rev. Harry Bartel, Steinbach Manitoba, Canada

Principle Ten: WALK, WORK & WARFARE

ABut | s aySpiritvaad yau whl yot darhy eut the desire of the flesh. For the
flesh sets its desire against tBgirit, and theSpirit against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. But if you
are led by he Spirit, you are not under the Law. Now the deeds of the flesh are evident,
which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy,
outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, draeken carasing,

and things like these, of which | forewarn you, just as | have forewarned you, that those

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 104



5L{/Lt[9{Q twLb/Lt[9{

who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit @piré is

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulnessengsstseltcontrol,
against such things there is no law. Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified
the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live bySihiet, let us also walk by the
Spirit.(‘) Galatians 5:1625

Let us look at three key avds for this section. Firstyalk: to move onward or about; to
pursue as a course of action or way of IBgnonyms:advance, amble, go, hike, march, move,
step. Secondlywork: activity in which one exerts strength or faculties to do or to perform; a
sustained physical or mental effortyrf®nymseffort, exertion, grind, labour, sweat, toil, travail,
calling, craft, duty, job, occupation, office, pursuit, trade, assignment.eclo@mmission.
Thirdly, warfare: military operation between enemies; armexhtest to destroy another; the
process of struggling between competing entit®gionyms:armed conflict, struggle, battle,
blows, campaigning, clash, combat, conflict, contastaid, fighting, hostilities, strategy, strife,
war.

The Holy Spirit deses to walk with us and to work through us. We have been given a
choice, a free will, and it is up to us to decide how we will respond to His leading in our lives.
When it comes tdéhe work and walk of our ministry with the Holy Spirit, we can ourselves be
the biggest hindrance to what God may want to be doing in us and arourtteuguestion is
whether or not we will die to our desires and walk and work in step to how the Holy Spi
is leading and speaking to us, because if we do not, we will be overcomeour daily
struggles and battles by the enemy.

Each day is a challenge to the believer. Things seem to change faster than we can plan.
We sometimes get attacked from all sidékrist knew that the disciples would face all kinds of
difficulties, andhat 6 s why, before He Il eft, He told th
another comforter who would walk with them and teach them all things (John 14:16).

Jesus also instruatd the disciples that they must die too self because seifl runs
contraryt o Go d(@ahn 1&:R4)We must be broken open so that the true life of Christ can
be released, and we may produce more fruit foc
wisdom, strength and power. He knew that we would be in an everyday battegraogcgood
and evil, fighting aspiritual warfare (Eph 6:1012). The work and ministry of the Holy Spirit is
to equip us, to train and prepare us for life here on earth andoal8@flife that we will have in
heaven for all eternity.

Thereisaneedn the disciplebds | ife to have spir
around us in the spiritual realm. Do we remember the story of Elijah and his servant? Elijah
askedGod o open up his servantds eyes beéeshause al
was unaware that Godds heavenly almAnetser al s o
account was the archangel trying to come and speak with Daniel. The angel gaveotiré ac
about the battle that was going on in the heavenlies and why hetevasdaming (Dan 10:13).

The disciples are also challenged not to get entangled in the things of this world (Heb

12:1), because if we do, they will hinder us and keepusframmdg t he Lor dés wi | |
Sin, pride and disobedience are like adcor ropes that can tie us to things, which in turn keep
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us from doing the will of God. Jesus told Peter that whatever he bound on earth would be bound
in heaven, and whatever leosed on earth would also be loosed in heaven, Matthew-16:18

Each daywe fight at leastwo types of battles One is between our head and heart, and
the second is between us and the world. Paul tells us that our battle is not a flesh and blood
battle, but a spiritual battle between life and death. We are fighting againsipplities and
powers in high places. We are at war with a real enemy who seeks to maim and destroy us. (Eph
6:10-20) We must stand our ground in Christ and protect our temmie fne enemies of the
Cross.

A building stands because of a firm foundatiand a properly built structure. It is the
draftsman who knows what is needed in the construction so that it can withstand the challenges
of the world (Matt 7:247). We are theblding and the Holy Spirit is the draftsman. He knows
what is needed to helus keep standing in the face of what Satan and the world can throw at us.

We live in a real world that is divided into two dominions. There is the world with all its
temptationand desires, and there is the spiritual realm within which we battle witimods
and hearts. These spiritual forces are real, and they have power to bind and destroy. As a disciple
you must watch for attacks. You must be like a watchman in a stroreg t@gping both your
physical and spiritual eyes open for the enemy. Thengngesires to stop us, to trip us up
concerning our Godiven purpose. He wants to dishearten and discourage us through mistakes
and stumbling. He wants to fill our heart full cddrddemnation and guilt. But there is hope. By
staying close to the heart ob@, He will keep the Holy Spirit watching over us and guiding in
such a way that even if we are in a storm or battle, we can have perfect peace.

Related Scriptures:

Matthew 1618-19; John 11:910; John 12:246; | Corinthians 15:31, 36; Il Corinthiaizs14
16; 1l Corinthians 3:3%; Ephesians 4:B; Ephesians 5:8Ephesians 6:12; Ephesians 6:18;
Philippians 1:6; Hebrews 12:1

Related Research:

Spiritual warfare: Ephesians 6:220
Evil spirits:

Conclusion

In studying the theology of the Holy Spirit,is important that we look at the bigger
picture of who He is, how He serves and how He works through our lives. His various names
give to us a bettaunderstanding of how He works and ministers to people. He has been sent by
the heavenly Father to berolieacher and to empower us for service. We cannot do the ministry
that Christ requires us to do without first being filled with His Spirit (Eph 5:18).ca4hnot do
things in our strength and ability, but we need to look to Him to do them in His stramjjth a
ability through us. We need to pray each day that the Holy Spirit fills us and flows through us to
touch lives that He desires to minister to.
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It is also important that as we seek the anointing of the Holy Spirit in our lives, we must
first ask Him tofill us with the fruit of his Spirit. The gifts of the Spirit will not work if they are
not first built on the foundation of the fruit of the Spirit.elfruit of the spirit must flow out
through our lives and through the gifts that Christ gives to ulaowe can minister to others
with them.

The gifts of the Spirit are given to us so that we may minister both in the church and to
others around us. AGod wills He gives the unique gifts of His Spirit not for us to use on
ourselves, but rather so thae can be interconnected with other disciples and together through
unity and harmony use our gifts to build a strong body for Jesus Christ (1 Ce81)2:1

Discipleship Application

The key to walking in the anointing of the Holy Spirit is to have agrerisunderstanding
and relationship with Him. He affects all of our daily walk, so to walk in strength and boldness
we must draw from Him who guides, ants, and comforts us. We need to be baptized and filled
with His presence. Only through His power wilé be able to function and serve one another in
the body of Christ. We also need to clearly see Him as God, part of the Triune God who created
all the reavens and earth. God does not come and minister to us as three different pieces as such,
but where thé-ather is, the Son is there also and where the Father and Son are, so is the presence
and power of the Holy Spirit.

Commitment and Prayer

Dear Lord Jsus,

Help me to walk in Your fullness, not in my strength and righteousness, but in Your
strength andighteousness. | thank You for Your grace that makes it possible to be filled daily by
Your Spirit. Please guide me, Holy Spirit, through the Word, thaay flow with Your fruit and
with Your gifts. Lord each day | need your comfort and instruction go timay not fall into the
traps of the enemy. Holy Spirit guide me each day so that my life can be a testimony of you as
the way, truth and life. | neethee every hour. | desire to humble myself and draw closer to You
into a deeper personal relationshifere am | Lord use me according to your will and may my
life bear fruit that will bring honour and glory to you name.

Sincerely your servant,

Foundational Scriptures of this Doctrine

Acts 2:38; 19:16; Rom 12:1; 1 Cor 12 to 1&ph 4:11; Gal 5:223
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Chapter Five

Teachings on Man and Woman

Al n t he becggatadtni en gh e&Gaovde ns and trhaain Hisawh h . é Go ¢
image, in the image of God Hmeatedhim; male and female He createdthem. God
blessed them; and Godas d t o t hem, nBe fruitful and m
subdue it; and rule over the fish the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every

' iving thing t hadeismexses on the earth. o

Introduction

Right from the first chapteof Genesis God created all things. All creation was put in
place during those seven days. God designed and created all the beauty of the earth, including
man and woman (Gen 131). As disciples we need to see the bigger pectdrhow we fit into

allceat i on. Even though we are individually mad
When we wunderstand, this we are then able to
Also, by studying the subject of creation we sae how we are made in Hinsage, with talents,

gifts and wuniqueness all coming from Godds h

creation to now, God has moved throughout history to draw us into a personal and eternal
relationship with Him. The wr d f st e wa r dimporiam part pegaading God as the
Creator and us as the created ones. We are ¢
creation.

Definitions:

There are four words and that we should define. The first is the nvard Gentleman,
guy, chap, male. fle sex that has the ability to father young by fertilizing the female. The
Scriptures gave specific responsibilities to men; they are accountable for the nurturing of
children in the fear of God. Males (usually the eldest sonjecathe birthright of thdamily
heritage The second is the wondoman Adult human female, created by God from man; the
final and glorious creative act of God, plural form women, polite form is "lady". The woman
was created by God to be a helpmatentn, a person who could entinto a marriage union
with a man and become one with him. God meant for them to serve uniquely together with a
united heart, thus fulfilling Godds wildl and
marriage, bearing childreand being a blessing todlCreator. The third is the wofldreator:
one that creates, produces, or constituBgionymsauthor, writer, designer, deviser, maker,
producer, originator, inventor, architect, mastermind. Finally, we have theoneation: the act
of creating; the drof bringing into existence from nothing; the thing creat8ginonyms:
establishment, formation, foundation, initiation, production, fashioning, building, origination.

The creation story which is found in Genesis chapter Ihé=aaos how God created the
heavens and earth within seven days. Plus, on the sixth day He created man and woman and gave
him dominion over all the earth. They were created as we are told in the image of God but also
created to look after the creation ti@bd had made for them. Hersounded them with His
beautiful handiwork filling the seas with life, filling the earth with life and filling the heavens for
the stars and beauty.
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What follows here is an overview of the seven days of creation.
In the beginning God Created:

Day One Gen 1:1-5
- Spirit of God moved
- God created the form of the earth and heaven
- God created light
- God called light day and darkness night it was good

Day Two Gen 1:68
- God created separation of the water
- God created the heavens
- God caled the expanse heaven it was good

Day Three Gen 1:913
- God created land and sea
- God called dry land earth and the waters sea
- God created plants and trees to bear fruit it was good

Day Four Genl:1419
- God created sun, moondéstars
- God created different light
- God created days, seasons, years it was good

Day Five Gen 1:20623
- God created creatures in the water; fish and
water animals
- God created birds
- God calledhem to be fruitful
- God blessed them it was good

Day Six Gen 1:2431
- (A) God created creatures on the land
- God created crawling things
- (B) God created mahmale & female
- Made man in His likeness and image
- God blessed them it was very good

Day Seven Gen 2:13

- God created rest for all his work was done it was blessed and sanctified

It is important that we understand that all creation was made by a Creator whose name is
God. For one to be created he adiave a Creator that has formed him amatde him into a
certain image. The earth did not come about by a Big Bang theory or through an Evolutionary
process. The Bible clearly states who created the heavens and the earth and as a disciple of Christ
and he believer in the Word of God, we mustdast to this doctrinal teaching of creation. Our
focus in this chapter is not to deal with al/|
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did on the sixth day when He made His most precious creatiam,amd woman. Why because
they were madenithe image and likeness of the triune God.
Principle One: THE CREATION OF MAN AND WOMAN

AAnd t he L OR Dan@e dust bfehe gieudd and, breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; andnanb e c ame a | éedstk2m g bei ng. O

AANnd t heodta@sBda d&ep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and he took one of
his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its plad&en the rib which the LORD God had taken
from man he made into avoman and he brought her to the man. And Adam said: this is
now boneof my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be callmdanbecause she was
taken out oiman. Therefore, a man shakave his father and mother and be joined to his
wi f e, and they sd&masbzbiodecome one fl esh. o

Al n the day wrae ie madedhimcirr tieedikemreds of Gbie createdthem
maleandfemale and He blessed them and named tihgmnkind in the day when they were
createdo Genesis 5:1

We see from the Scriptures that man was taken from the dust of the earth (Gen 2:7, 3:19).
Like a potter taking clay and forming it into an image, God created Bt is interesting to
see that as man looked around, he saw that there was no mate for him, no companion that looked

l'i ke him (Gen 2:20). But Go d deepaskepdnd inktead of s h e d -
making a new being he took a rib from Adandabut of that He fashioned a woman which we
know as Eve (Gen 2:21). They were the |l ast of

heaven and on earth and His last ultimatatioe was going to be man and woman.
Definitions:

There are two word wwill define here. One is the womhan, created by God in His
image and likeness,gentleman, guy, chap, male. The sex that has the ability to father young by
fertilizing the femaleThe Scriptures gave specific responsibilities to men; they are acctantab
for the nurturing of children in the fear of God. Second is the wantham, an ault human
female, created by God from man; the final and glorious creative act of God. The wasan
created by God to be a helpmate to man, a person who could eatarmarriage union with a
man and become one with him. God meant for them to serve uniquely together with a united
heart, the two becoming one,lydnémnmnasand ané woméanl i ng
can make a marriage, bearing children God wgllatcording to His plan and will, a blessing to
the Creator.

It is important to remember here that both man and woman was created by God. Man was
created from the dust of the eaahd from that God created woman which makes her also from
the dust of te earth. That is why when we die the Bible tells us that we return back to the dust (1
Cor 15:4749). Our physical body may decay and die, but the spiritual part of man and woman
lives on for all eternity (1 Cor 15:588). God created man and woman unigusd that they
could serve one another and look after one another and if God willed it to have children together.

This new creation had a uniqueness about it that only God Hindll éorm because
He had a plan and a destiny for this particular creation. He gave them a beautiful body, a mind
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that could think and a spirit that knew the heart of God. This couplehkanpportunity to walk

in the very presence of God day after dagt emspeak with Him those things that were on their
hearts (Gen 3:8). He even created a garden for them that had rivers, beautiful flowers, fruits,
animals, birds and fish. His full creati laid before their eyes, they could see, hear, taste, smell
and ejoy everything that God had created for them (GerlB)3

In the very beginning of time God created and breathed life into all creation but the
crowning work of this creation was mandawoman (Gen 2:7). As humans we need to recognize
that we were cread by God. The created need to come under the authority and will of the
Creator. Within creation God laid out parameters and boundaries by which man could hope to
maintain a deep relatiohip with their Creator. Man has been created in the image of Gexl (G
1:27). He was created for a purpose and God hoped that we would love Him and be grateful for
who He is and all that He has done. He also envisioned for us that we would be fruitful and
multiply throughout all the earth (Gen 1:28). The creation stowhiere the journey begins for
all mankind, both then and now. It is the foundation that gives us direction and reason for living.

As a disciple of Christ Jesus, we must only see Him aSauiour and Redeemer, but as
God He is al so U®mark e®@r eGetnor 1 :(2f6L)e.t We shoul d
because of what He did on the cross for us, but we should also worship Him because He is the
one who created us and made us part of who H&es 1:27). We have come out of the very
heart of God and for thoasds and thousands of years He has continued to love us in spite of our
sinfulness because we are His children, He birthed us and breathed life into our very beings (Gen
2:7). This alone stuld cause us to want to give Him praise and thanksgiving for iWbdias
done for mankind throughout the history of this earth.

Principle Two: CREATED IN HIS IMAGE

AThen God said, L enlage dczording th Gutikerzess andtet Ou r
them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky antheettle and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the eartltré&adadd
man in His ownmage,in theimageof God Hecreatedhim; male and feale Hecreated
t h e Gnes®1:207

Al n the day when Go dninchelékemndsfidsodite createdthem ma d e
male and female, and He blessed them and named them Mankind in the day when they
werecreatedo Genesis 5:1

Definitions:

Let us define three key words. First is the woréhge representation of the external
form of something; character or repita of a person or thingSynonyms:resemblance,
portrayal, representation, reflection, likeness, impression, vision. Second is thdikoess:
the same as; identical to; in the manner of; in a similar way to; dbastic of. Synonymscopy,
portrat, uniformity, conformity, form, shape semblance, resemblance. Thirdly is the Word
unique: the only one of its kindSynonymsindividual, special, unrepeated, exclusive, rare,
unusual, notable, extraordinary.
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G o d 6emtesgar crowning achievement was when He created man. The Scriptures tells
us that He created man in His own image (Gen 1:27). We all have been patterned after God
Himself. We can be like Him in the areas of character, thinking, emotions andhesaghour
actions. We are a direct work from His hands. He knows us from the moment of our conception
(Jer 1:5).

We are created from His image (Gen 1:26). We are a portrayal and representation of the
One who created us. This is an amazing thing tt&tCre#or tells us that we are made in His
image. We should also be aware that because we are made in His image, we have certain
responsibilities.

We also should see the plurality of God in all creation; the triune God speaking into being
all creationbelow the earth, on the earth and above the earth. God gives to us this detailed
testi mony how t he i U237 createddandfifddoed dhe dalhe oreatdd: 2 6
everything, and most of all, made man and woman in His image and likeness. At the end of
creation,He blessed it so that it would grow mature and multiply throughout all the earth.

As disciples, just as we are made in Godoés
reflection of Christ to a lost world. Christ is the image of God. Wecegatedby God and
through salvation in Christ become a vessel (

come to completion until we have received Christ personally into our lives. Then through the
work of the Holy Spirit we become spiritually aw creaibn (2 Cor 5:17).

Men throughout history have often formed their own images to worship. We are not to
worship an image (Ps 97:7; Rom 1:23), but the Creator who made all heavens and earth. Our life
journey has as its foundation stone Jesus Canidtourtask are to become more like Christ. His
image is what we are to pattern our lives after.

To illustrate this, we could look at the concept of what a model represents. A model is a
replica or a likeness of what is real. We are told thatweeto modeChrist to a lost world. The
model has to be molded from a pattern that reflects what the true and real thing is. The model has
to look like the real thing before it can be categorized as a model.

We are called to live a momehy-moment lifestyle that Wil model and reflect Jesus
Christ to a lost world. We mirror Christ to others. As they look at us, they should see Christ in
us. Each has been created for a purpose, and as men and women we are given different functions
and ministries to balae and strerthen the body of Christ. We are all joint heirs with Jesus
(Rom 8:17), but we are not all from the same mold. We have talents and character traits that God
has created and will use so that we will minister and serve each other.

As discipleswe must be @insformed and conformed into the image of Christ. Our
out ward creation is a vessel t h a{2). Weabecomee s i n ¢
like Him in attitude and actions. When people look at us, they should see Christ Jesus in our
lives. We are tbecome a new creation in Christ (2 Cor 5:17). The old was corrupted by sin and
death, but the new is to become who Christ is. Through Adam sin and death entered the world,
but through Christ, the second Adam, we have grace, hope and etégnahd will not
experience spiritual death (1 Cor 15:22).
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RELATED SCRIPTURES:

Genesis 9:6; Romans 1:23; Romans 8:29; | Corinthians 11:7; Il Corinthians 3:18; Colossians
1:15; Colossians 3:10

Principle Three: CREATED BY DESIGN

AYour nfadgemaeandashionedme;Give me understanding, that | may learn Your
command mamibrs . 0

AFor fomedmy i nward parts; you wove me in my
to You, forl am fearfully and wonderfullgpnade wonderful are Your works, and myuto
knowsiter y wel |l . My frame mwmsewanaot hidden
Definitions:

There are four words that are important for one to understand. First is thelesgyd:to
mark out; to conceive and plan out in the miGgnonymscreate, plan, devise, invemtiginate,
make, design, build. Second the wdakhion: act of making; to give shape & form to.
Synonymsstyle, look, tendency, custom, practice, manner, produe&e, shape, form, mold,
forge, hew, carve. Third is the woptian: a drawing or diagram swing the parts or details of
something; a method for accomplishing an objecti®nonyms:idea, proposal, project,
program, system, method, strategy, way, objectyoal, target. Fourthly is the wopdrpose:an
object or result aimed atSynonyms:aim, design, function, idea, intention, object, point,
principles, reason, desire, goal, hope, target, simgheledness, steadfastness, will, results.

Every human being has a starting point. There was a moment of time when you were
conceived (Ps 51:5). Thmoment of conception was the moment of your creation. At that
moment God breathed life into your soul. He designed the features and details of your life. He
enacted a sequence that would make up who you are for the rest of your life.

God has a plan forveryone. He has created according to a plan, and out of that divine
plan He is fashioning us into His image for a purpose (Job 10:8). He designs us artlkdatrom
design He now takes all the time that we have on earth to fashion us for His glory. Dusng the
days of creation, He left to the end the greatest of His work and created man and woman to
become carriers and proclaimers of who He is (Gen-27)6He made us unique from all other
living things that He created.

From the first day of His creatiaman has gone on for generations living and producing
ot her generations because of Godds great | ov
conception, anés a Father He watches over us to guide and instruct us. We have been made
from dust and fashioneidto a temple exhibiting His love and glory. He has entrusted us to be
stewards of the whole world; to foster and to use for life and pleasure. He creassdau
physical body that can move around, a soul that can think, and with the capacity to hetfilled
His Spirit (Eph 3:19, 5:18).
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He has designed us, and now each day He continues to fashion us for a purpose and
reason. He loves us so much that Hsites each day to walk with us and work through us to
touch and minister to others. We are desigiodoke an extension of His arms and hands to others.

God has a plan and purpose like a blueptit.is the architect, the designer behind all
creation. ¢ has a specific blueprint for our lives. A blueprint is a drawing both of the overall
picture and ba detailed plan that shows how the little intricate pieces all fit together. We are
being made from a divine blueprint. God knows all the intricate detaiken the number of hairs
on our head. But we also must see that our personal blueprint fitas mgmer blueprint of the
church worldwide. God will not always show us the total blueprint for our lives, but we must be
assured that He does have one.

We need to have our eyes open to see, as King David did. His relationship with God
allowed him to seenuch wisdom and understanding about who His Creator was and how much
He loves and cares for us. He has made us and formed us for a purpose and folica specif
ministry that in the end will glorify His name (Ps 119:73).

As a disciple of Christ, we need s®e that God does not do things randomly or by
chance. He has a plan and purpose for our lives that is-taélde for us (Ps 33:11). The chief
designer, hie architect, knows each step that we must go through, so that as He builds Himself
into our lives,we will begin to experience growth and maturity that will lead to fruit from our
labours both physically and spiritually (John 1810). The key for us isothave the faith to trust
that He knows what is right for us. We also need to build a close redaiiowith God, so we
can hear and understand what it is that He is trying to say to us (Ps-13%.13

Related Scriptures:
Genesis 1:1Genesidl:26-27; Genesis. 2:22; Genesis 5:1; Exodus 35:35; Job 10:8; Job 31:15;
Psalm 33:15; Ephesians 2:10; Colossiari6; | Timothy 4:4

Related Research:

Potter working with the clay:

His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus:
Architect and blueprints:

Principle Four: CREATED FOR RELATIONSHIP

AThe one who ke e pabidesin Him, andHe im him. &Ve kenavbyghis
that Heabidess n us, by the Spi rilonhszzawhom He ha:

Definitions:

Now let take time to define five kewords. Firstrelationship: a connection by way of
relation. Synonymsconnection, link, correlation, bond, kinship. Secdinéndship: the state of
being friends; one that seeks the society or welfare of another whom he holds in affection;
respect or esem for one whose companionship and personality are pleasusgblenyms:
close relationship, attachment, association, bdaied,link, union, companionship, fellowship,
rapport, understanding, harmony, unity, intimacy. Thirdlggnmunication: act of trasmitting

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 114



5L{/Lt[9{Q twLb/Lt[9{

and receiving; exchange of information or opinionSynonyms: connection, contact,
conversation, link, transmissiodisclosure, information, message, news report, word. Fourthly,
know: to have information secured in the mind or memory; to peecdiirectly; to be
acquainted.Synonyms:be aware, realize, be conscious, be informed, notice, perceive, see,
recognize. Finldy, abide:to dwell; to remain; to endur&ynonymsto beconstant, continuous,
durable, enduring, eternal, everlasting, fastnfi permanent, persistent, steadfast, surviving,
unending.

The moment that man and woman were created was the momethiethdegan to have
a relationship with God (Gen 3:8). The Creator and the created were going to build a relationship
of love. Butit would be built on the premise that the created would obey the Creator. We as a
creation would have to learnand understé&mld 6 s ways and to trust tha
our life would be true and good for us (Gen 2114.

We know the phraseohw fisi n separateso us from God. G
a personal relationship with mankind. This can be easiy shrough the entire Bible from
Genesis to Revelation. The biggest battle we face is deciding with whom we are going to
develop apersonal relationship. Will it be the world, or will it be with Satan and his fallen
angels, or with God through Christ? & our free choice (Deut 30:19). God desires to have a
relationship with us: will we desire to have a lifelong relationship with™Him

We do not see the word Arelationshipo in
portrayed through(Lfthdowonr@8: 24dpbi dWagare to abi
Holy Spirit and with Christ (John 14 & 15). Our relationship is pictdoedus as a branch being
grafted into a vine. Life comes up through the vine out into the branches, and out of that
relatiorship will come fruit (John 15:11).

Anot her word that reflects the whole area
Phil 3;10; | John 3:24). Getting to know another must come through communication. Friendship
is the open speaking and sharingoak heart to another. The stronger we love one another, the
deeper the relationship and understanding that we will have towari®tec. We get to know
the other in such a way that we will understand or know the desire of the other before they even
spe it.

Jesus told the disciples in John 15 that He did not want them to think of themselves as
His slaves, but to be His friendstiendships are made out of choices, for instance, deciding to
go and work with a friend through the bad and the good tifréndship is the foundation of a
strong relationship. When one is a friend, one is in tune with the heart of the other (J&)n 15:1

Jesus tried to teach the disciples and followers about the relationship of man to God
through friendship. He used a phle that pictures some key truths. The friend can come at any
time; he can ask help of his friend; he can even be persistenhisifiiend. Jesus placed this
parable into the teaching of the subject of prayer. Strong relationship and friendship with God
come out of strong and consistent communication (Luke chapter 11).
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We must realize that we have been createdrdtationship and for friendship (James
2:23). God never intended us to walk alone, but together with Him and with others. We should
also vowin our hearts to talk with our Creator daily to get to know Him as He knows us.

The day that Christ was hung dmetcross and died was a day another special and often
unnoticed event took place. It happened in the temple. The moment that Christ elieel] th
the temple was torn in two from the top to the bottom, signifying a new way of worship and a
newwayofcmmi ng i nto Godds presence (Matt 27:51).
Jesus Christ. We were all going to be able to be priests 1Be5) if we chose faith in Christ,
and we could then go into the Holy of Holies because of what Christ persditaftyr us on the
cross. The door was opened. All who believed could now enter into a personal relationship with
God (Rom 10:910). There e no classes of people or nations or races now; we are all invited
through Christ to come in as family. He wantstasknow Him as a friend and this can only
happen through having a personal relationship and through communicating with Him. He wants
to wak with us as He did with Adam and Eve in the coolness of the day (Gen 3:8).

Related Scriptures:

Exodus 33:11; Psads 9:10; Proverbs 17:17; Proverbs 18:24; Isaiah 66:18; Micah 4:12; John
15:15; | Corinthians 13:12; Ephesians 1:10&mes2:23; James 4:4; Hippians 3:1011; II
Timothy 1:12; Titus 1:16; | John 2:3; | John 2:5; | John 51531 John 5:20

Principle Five: CREATED FOR PROCREATION

ANow Adam knew E\xanceiedsd bare Cam, andasaidd | havé azquired
a man fr omgcetahe LORD. O

Afso that you will wal k i n Himmallrespeces, wort hy
bearingfruti n every good work and i ncobssené:®i ng | n
Definitions:

There are four words that we need to define. Fpsicreate: to produce offspring; to
give rise to.Synonymsteproduce, multiply, propagate, breed. Secomdltiply: to add a number
to itself; to increase the amount; make more numer@ysonymsincrease, grow, accumulate,
proliferate, mount up, breed, repro®, procreate. Thirdlfamily: members of a houseldp a
group of persons of common ancesBynonymesrelations, kin, kindred, connection, clan, tribe,
roots. Finally, the wordruit:t he mature edi bl e product a&f a pl
womb, 0 of any <creature; the Aproducto or Ar e
product; result.

We are called upon by our Creator to reproduce (Gen 1:22, 4:1). Wetdoekeep what
and who we are for our ®ark toereduce fruit in alllarcas®@foodré s c 1
lives. We plant, but God brings the increase (1 Cor 3:6). God desires us to be sowers and reapers
for His glory. Of t e msedirhtee physicaldsense pbutdGod warst us mn 0 i
reproduce in the spiual sense also (Gal 6%). The idea comes through the Bible as producing
fruit that will last (John 15:8).
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We are promised to reap fruit from our labours. We are not all blessedheittame
kinds of fruit. Some will reap fruit of children from tindives and others will not. We are created
to reap, | believe, in all areas of our lives, from our body but also from the soul, and most of all
from the Spirit.

Family is the foundatiofor society. When a man and woman come together in marriage,
they have become a family. God has created man and woman so that we need each other to build
and strengthen the family unit. Scripture tells us that the man shall leave his mother and father
and the two shall become one, a unit, a family where God desiresthe loenter (Gen 2:24). A
true marriage comes only by a man and woman being united together by God through vows and
commitment spoken both to God and to each other. We have physicakfaamid spiritual
family; the church is to be a family.

God wantdHis children to be people of multiplication. We can have the fruit of our loins,
but we also have the fruit of our hands and the fruit of our spirit. We are to be producers and
multiply, to be fruitful because this will bring glory to God.

We can see fr this verse that real genuine fruit comes out of relationships with each
other and with God (Col 1:10). We are to walk in such a manner that our lives will produce fruit.
Jesus told theisciples that they would be known by their fruit (Matt 7:16; JohrBY15VNe
should see fruit from our labour, but fruit will also come by increasing our knowledge of God.

Paul cautioned the church Ato be careef ul
will also reap (Galatians 6:8). We can sow life, or we can soveddruction. We are given
freedom to create, but like everything else, we need to be responsible.

The best tree that one can have is a tree that produces fruit. If we plant an appée tree
desire and hope that it will produce apples. We are all likestrend God desires us to produce
fruit, but it will mean pruning and will require time and faith (John 1Bt}

There is an old saying that a family that prays together stays togetii@mne could also
say that a family that prays together will se@tfharvested together (John 4:38). The key is
to be people who are reproducing. Some will be sowers of seed and others will harvest that crop,
but it is God who gives the increase Cbr 3:6). We can only reap where the land has been
readied and seduhs been planted.

Related Scriptures:
Genesis 1:28; Genesis 9:1, 7; Leviticus 26:9; Psalm 127:3, 5; Psalms 22:27; Galati&ns 6:7
Ephesians 3:15; Colossians 1:6

Related Research:
Fruit Bearing:
Kinds of Fruit:
Kinds of Families:
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Principle Six: CREATED FOR STEWARDSHIP

A Othis churchl was made aminister according to the tewardshipfrom Godbestowed
on me for your benefit, so that | might fully carry out theeaching ofthe word of
G o dGolossians:2s

Definitions:

We have three key words tofatee. First,rule: a prescribed suggestion, or sitfposed
guide for conduct or actionSynonyms:regulation, directive, order, act, law, statute, edict,
mandate, command, decree, direction, procedure, practice, principle, standard. Secondly,
steward; a person appointedtma na g e an ot ISgnonyrssmanagerpagentt oyerseer,
caretaker. Thirdly,minister: a high officer of state who heads a division of government
activities; a diplomatic representative to a foreign state; a member of the Bgrmpnyms:
administation, council, government, holy order, the church.

We are created to rule and to be good ste\
been put i n the middle of Goddés <creation, an
beyondwho we are and ththings that we desire, and to work in harmony with all the other parts
of Godo6s creation.

We have been created to exercise stewardsh
that creation, but we are to be good caretakers on foehtie Lord of ceation. Man was to
subdue and use Godos creation to produce fr
responsibility, and we have been entrusted with His creation to look after and care for it.

Humankind has been put in charge of hlhggs on this ealt (Gen 1:26, 28; 2:15). Satan
is the ruler of the air and desires to become ruler of us and this earth. But under Christ we have
been created to take up various positions to help manage and to bring order to a world that is in
chaos becaie of s whg whenlthedimed ef grace are finished, Christ will set up a new
heaven and earth (1 Pet 3:13; Rev 21:1). All things will be put back in order. Even time will be
no more, but during the present there will be all kinds of turmoil, sgskaed destruction

Our Creator has given us a place of great responsibility, and for those who are disciples
of Christ there is yet another level of responsibility and stewardship. Christ is the King of kings,
but He has given out to us responsibititie lead and seev Our leaders need to be seasoned in
love and grace. As we rule others, we must remember all the time that we, too, are under a Ruler
who one day will come back and judge us for what we have done (2 Tim 4:1). All who lead, and
guide othes will need to aswer for what and why we did what we did here on earth (James 3:1).
That s why it is so important to remain cl ose
our lives and ministry.

In the time before Israel had kings, God ruleermthe nation and the people through
leaders whom He appointed and spoke through. They were to serve and be obedient to His laws
and commands, and they were to keep the covenant that had been made betwesmtGod.

But it did not wtowmakso telelicoasuasdwicked (Prd 47:1h; &sa 65:2; Eze
2:3-8). Then God sent His Son Christ. He would establish a new order. Jesus first fulfilled all the
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laws and covenants of the Old Testament (Mat?)6:Then through His life He established a
new caoenant (Heb 12:24). Now in the church age Christ is our Ruler, and we are to serve Him
as our Priest (Heb 3:1) and King (1 Tim 1:17).

The stewardship principles need to be taught in the church to eveiryomeyoung
adults to our seniors. We need torbminded again about the supreme Lordship of Jesus Christ.
John 14:6 must motivate and burn deep iIin ever
only truth and there is no life other than thdiein Christ has offered; everything else is death

Today we do not wuse the word fArulero or ev
Al eader 0. During the time of <creation, man wa
(Gen 1:2730). We wereentrusted with all that He had made. Each onesokach day leads
others or rule over others, but we are told that we should do it in love (I Cefl3Bdhd in the
fear of God (Ps 19:9, 111:10). God will judge us on how we have looked after all ttetsHe
entrusted us with as individuals and as arch. We need to be responsible for all that surrounds
us, no matter how big or small it might be.

Related Scriptures:
Genesis 1:26 & 28; Judges 8:23; Romans 15:12; Ephesians 3:2; Colossians 1:16; | Peter 4:10

Related Research:

Stewardship of creation:

Church leadership:

Country leadership around the world:

Principle Seven: CREATED FOR ETERNAL LIFE OR ETERNAL DEATH

A ér the wages of sin is death, but the gift of Godternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lor domeds

AANnd this i s Gdddathtgven toi ueternalyife, and thia life is in His
S 0 N Bhns:11

ABut he who bl as ph erihmeger hmgfaergivaneds, but ts subjétiotd vy S p
eternald a mn a tMark 3128

ASer pent s, br @cangouescapetitgmeation bf heh?odatt 23:33
Definitions:

There four words that one needs to define. First, is the wtedhal: Everlasting,
undying, unending. Second is the phrasernal life: Time without end, perpetuity, infinity.
Thirdly is the worddamnation: Place of &rnal torment; the wicked will be judged and will
spend all eternity in a place that God has preparedhfemnt Lastly the wordHell: Sheol,
Gehenna, abyss, hades, place of torment, bottomless pit, everlasting fire, inferno, underworld,
place of damnatigrthis is a place of suffering and punishment for the wicked.
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There is one key thing that most people @b think about when it comes to their lives.
At the moment that they are conceived is the same moment that they enter into what is known as
eternallife (1 John 5:11). We often just think of our lives here on earth as that when we are born,
we start the cant and if everything goes well, we hopefully will live, but we consider a long life
seemingly anywhere after the age of 75. The thing that we tonuerstand is that yes, our
physical body dies but our mind and our spirit continues on it is eternatchétienge that we
face is which eternity will we choose and how will we live here on earth (Deut-20)19%e
can choose to live for ourselves ahehk that there is no real God and that we do not have to
worry about eternity. The Bible, though, tells tlhat we can choose to have eternal life or eternal
damnati on. ltés something we decide to .do wit

The Bible teaches that those who turn to Christ as their personal Lord and Saviour,

confessing their sgyand inviting Him into their hearts, will have eternal life (Rom 1109 We

see from the Bible in many Scriptures that those who confess theiasd believe in their heart

that Jesus is Lord will experience a new birth, a new life, a life of etahatystarts even right

here on earth (John 316). Many do not recognize that as a Christian or a disciple of Christ
living here on earth, they aralready part of the eternal timeline that God gives to us through
Jesus Christ. When we physically die yesr body decays, but those who believe and have put
their trust in Christ now go to heaven to spend all eternity with Him (Rom 6:23; |1 John 2:25).

We need to remember that damnation is a real event and a real place. This is a place that
also has been eated for Satan and his evil army of demons, but it is also a place for those that
have not put their life into the hands of Jesus Christ. It itaeepof everlasting torment, the
Bi bles tells us; itds a pl aceMat8:12;f1B:42e22:13c r yi ng
24:51; 25:30) There are no second chances. The moment one dies the end results are sealed for
all eternity.

Jesus even to of the story about a man name Lazarus who was wealthy and had many
things but t he @was Godhnhis gearh gesusd telld usdhtt afteahe died, he
appealed to heaven and asked whether he could come back to earth and tell hiswhathers

awaits t hem. But as the story continues, we a
hell. He again asked that if he could not go back could at least Abraham dip his finger in the cool
water and touch his lips, for Lazarus was beingomt ed i n t he f |l ames. T

eternal torment and destruction and there is no coming backliadrplace. (Luke 16:191)

The disciple must take this doctrine seriously not only for the sake of his own life, but for
the sake of the lives dfis family, friends and others around the world. That is why Christ
commissions and commands us to go owt preach and teach this Good News to all nations
(Matt 2:1920; Mark 16:1516). We cannot keep our faith a secret because all eternity is what
liesahead for all of us. We need to get the Gospel of Christ out onto the highways and byways so
at least peoplean have the choice to decide on what they shall do with Jesus Christ. If our
names are not found written i nllthdnéndbuasseiMed s boo
cast out into outer darkness for all eternity (Matt 25481 sheep and goats phl@when Christ
will judge the nations).
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Related Scriptures:

Matt 19:16; Matt 23:14, 33; Mark 3:29; Mark 10:17; Mark 12:40; Mark 3:29; Luke51Q:@ke

20:47; John 3:15; John 4:36; 17:2; John 17:3; Rom 5:21; Rom 13:2; 1 Cor 11:29; 2 Thes 2:12; 1
Tim 6:12; Tit 1:2; 1 John 2:25; 1 John 5:13; Jude 1:21

Conclusion

When we grasp the great love that God has for us, we see how He has pursued us for
fellowship and friendship, and really it is amazing what He has done to show us grace and
mercy. We truly can see that all through recorded history the Creator has desiradeta
relationship with His creatures. We are of great worth and value to Himaré/ereated for a
purpose, designed for a reason to which He hopes we will surrender our wills and lives. The end
results of the creation of man and woman is that we edorigiven for our sins of disobedience,
which came upon all creation through Adamat that was not the end Christ as the second Adam
(Rom 5:14; 1 Cor 15:22, 45), came to set us free by the shedding His blood (Eph 1:7; 1 John 1:7)
that whosoever would belve in Him can have eternal life (Jude :20).

Discipleship Application

We areformed from the dust of the earth, and one day we will return as a physical body
back to the earth (1 Cor 154®). God created each one of us as a vessel for a pug e
4:7). We are created in the image of God to house and to carry about withat which He is.
We are to be a temple for His glory (1 Cor 31185. We are the clay that He takes up and begins
to mold with loving hands (Isa 64:8; Rom 9:21). He nsake unique and special. The clay needs
to be worked and purified by firing (Mal 3:8p that it can be used by the master (2 Tim 2:21). It
is important for the clay to remember what and who it is in relationship with. It Srietor
who made aws ,a gfa inotthé cremtady makinig the CreatRom 1:1825).

Today, can | sathat | believe in the literal creation story that is given to us in the book
of Genesis chapter 1 to 2:25 and that we were createbsador who is God Almighty?

Commitment and Prayer

Dear Lord Jesus,

| come to You now, to thank You for creating raad molding all people into your
image. Help me to see others around me as You see them, unique and special. Lord, | pray that
You will help my attitude to change concemg all Your creation, to see that | am responsible
not only for myself but for otheraround me also. Help me not to destroy that which You have
created. Lord, | am thankful that You molded and made me for relationship. Help my
relationship to grow deepand more mature in You. | pray that | will be able to hear Your still
small voice eeh day calling to me and directing my pilgrimage with You. Help me to remain
committed to follow You, wherever You lead me. | also pray that my heart will be soft enough
to go wherever You want me to go.

Sincerely your servant,

Foundational Scriptures of this Doctrine: Gen. 12
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Chapter Six

Teachings on Sin

ASo the Lord said to Cain, «olinienaacefallendfu ang
you do well will you not be accepted? And if you do not do siellies at the door. And
its desire i s for yoamnssabut you should rule

AJesus answered t hem, mo st sinis &daye,06inl 60 say t
John 8:34

A He wisas of the devil, for the devil hasinned from the beginning. & this

purpose, the son of God was mani festied, th
John 3:8

Introduction

Sin is a topic that both Christians and fohristians often do not want to talk about,
because if we do then waust make a decisiaio either stay the way we are or to change our
|l ife so that it falls in Iine with Gododés teac
clear understanding that sin is a real experience that can come with many differenvfkinds
consequences thaan affect our body, soul and spirit. Jesus mentions that whoever commits sin
becomes a slave of that sin (John 8:34). Sin has been the most destructive weapon the Satan has
been able to use against mankind bringing forth a fruiesfrdction and death.

At the very beginning of time when man and woman was created by God, they were
created perfect. At this point they were sinless and living with freedom in the Garden and
enjoying all that God had created for them. Because they aveated by God withrée choice,
they could choose how they would live and whom they would obey. The word sin does not show
up in the Scriptures until we come to the story of Cain and Abel (Gen 4:7). They had both just
presented an offering to the Lord Gach d b e ¢ a u eegponsefto th@io afférisgs they both
walked away feeling things in their heart, and these feelings eventually caused Cain to kill his
brother Abel. But it is interesting to note that God warns Cain before he kills his brotheighat th
anger that he haith his heart meant that sin was lying at the door of his heart. God warns him
and tells him that he must make a choice and that he needs to rule over sin and not let sin
overrule him. (Cain and Able account, Gen-45)

The other keypoint is that becagsof the disobedience of Adam and Eve in the garden,
the sin nature or seed of sin was implanted into mankind (Rom1®)18Ve do not have to start
doing sin to become a sinner we are already born into trespasses and sin (EphTBel
moment of concepn is the same moment that we become corrupted with sin nature itself (Ps
51:5). Sin has corrupted man through his whole being. The DNA of sin rages war within us
trying to destroy all that we can be in God (Rom 5:12).

Now concernig this teaching therare two words that need to be defined. The first is the

word sin: to offend, to transgress, to trespass or do wickedness. An act of disobedience toward
God and His laws. Something that is corrupt and transgresses the moral laws of God. A falling
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away fromo r mi ssing the mark of Go d 6 disobalientema n d s .
defiance, breaking the rules, insubordination, rebellion, challenging authority.

It i's so iIimportant t hat we wunderstand thi
Satan want$o have victory in our lives, it is by getting us to be disob&die God our Creator.
Satan himself is a created being, a fallen angel who tried to overthrow through disobedience
Godds will for his Iife. Di s ormdevd areetolccteat ewent e n b
the angels rebelled with Satan and beeaof this God removed them from the heavenlies
because of rebellion (2 Pet 24). Since that day there has been a war, a spiritual war that has
taken place and continues to the present {i|ggh 6:12). Satan desires that people will come
under the spellfchis will and will fall down before him and worship him only.

Principle One: SIN / SINNER

ASo Samuel sai d: has the LORD as great de
in obeying he voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to

heed than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as $ireof witchcraft, and stubbornness

is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has

also rejectedyou from being king. Then Saul said to Samuel, | lsaweed | have
transgressed the commandments of the LORD and your words, because | feared the
peopleand beyed t hhemiso2avoi ce. 0O

A Wa s h me thoroughly for my I sin. garilt vy, a
acknowledge my transgressions, and simyis always before me. Against You, You

only, have sinned and done this evil in Your sigtthat You maye found just when

You speak, and blameless when You judge. Behold, | was brought forth ity iniqu
andinsihmy mot her cesnusei ved me. O

One must ask the question, 6 Why is the wor
andtothgpeopl e of this wor |l d? oactsoaf disshdedience towmardiGed a c o
and His laws. Sirtan result also on the basis of how we treat people around us, how we think
about things and how we live our lives (Num-3) Sin is anything outsedof the will of God.

God calls us to obey Him and His Word, but we are often like little children esioecto follow
their own will, then the will of their parents; as disciples of Christ, we are called and commanded
to obey the ways and teaching ofds0

One of the unique things in how God created us was to give us a free choice or to put it
another way a free will (Phi 2:13). The dictionary defines free will as: Autonomy -rse¢f,
freedom, independence; thinking or desiring to act according te oma beliefs. In the Garden
of Eden, Adam and Eve exercised their free will, the result of which vsabellience to God,
and plunging all of mankind into sin (Gen 23).

Because of this free will choice of Adam and Eve, that sin was imputed nosv &in
i mputed means reckoned or charged to oneds ac
but the most common is that all have sinned (Rom 5:12) because sin has come through Adam
and Eve's disobedience to God when they ate of the tree of knemddgod and evil (Gen
3:1-24). This sin introduced death into their world; thus, the death penalty spon all who
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are born. In Adam, all humanity was present at that time. Because of one, sin entered the world;
because of One (Jesus Christ and Hetlden the cross) we can, through faith, have forgiveness

for our sins(1 Cor 15:21). There is nothing weave to do for the soul of man is born in
corruption and sin and this is what makes every man and woman a sinner before God our Creator
(Rom 6:23; 1 dhn 5:16).

The disciple of Christ must understand the
we are called, commanded and commission by Christ to go out and preach the Good News
(Mark 16:1516) so that people can be set free (Gal 5:1) from etelesth and live eternally
with Christ who through the shedding of His blood which has made a way okebcayging us
back from separation from God to being children of God (1 John 3:2). When we except and
encourage others to except Christ as their $avby faith (Rom 3:23; 6:23; 10:80) He then
seals the new believer with the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:30) shgwo our enemies that we are a child
of God and that we have been made alive (Eph 2:1).

Principle Two: FALL OF MAN AND WOMAN

ASo when t hthat thweotneeawas goadvior food, that it was pleasant to her eyes,
and a tree desirable to make one wishe took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her
husband withoach®r and he ate. o

Unfortunately, the fall of man and woman begins pfé¢r God had created them. God
had placed them in the Garden that He had prepared for them which is kntven@arden of
Eden. He gave them instructions how to enjoy the Garden, but He also gave them instructions
concerning two trees that were in thedstiof the garden (Gen 29. One was a tree of good
and evil and the second was a tree of life, and ofrthits of the good and evil tree, they were
not to eat of (Gen 2:9).

Adam and Eve had it all. They walked with God in the coolness of the dgyhtd one
on one fellowship with Him (Gen 3:8). They had been created in the image of God and at that
pointthey were perfect. They loved God and He loved them as His own beloved children but like
all children they had a free will to make choices, anddaea serpent came to tempt Eve and to
challenge her thinking about who God their Creator really was (GgnSatan is a liar and he
desires to deceive people with haliths or made up truths that in the end lead to destruction. He
confronts Eve in ttee different ways, testing her and trying to convince her that truly a loving
God woul dnét deo wwhualtd Hleo siafi dt hHey at e of t hat
conversation with the serpent, that she took of the fruit of the tree of goodvdn(Gen 3:6).
The tree itself was not evil but what was evil was her disobedience of God and becduage of t
her eyes, which are the windows to her heart, were opened too good and evil. (Gen 3:7)

It is interesting to note that after they had jusbdeyed God the first two things they did
now that they had eaten of the tree of good and evil was to tigeatemselves from God and
cover themselves with clothing because now tFh
creation, and before God mdself (Gen 3:7, 10). It does not take long for sin to manifest itself.
When one disobeys God in their heartloes not take long before it shows up in their attitude
and actions. Adamdés attitude had now changed
thing he did was to blame Eve, trying to show that it was her fault (Gen 3:12). But he too had a
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free choie and he chose to eat of the fruit and because of this all mankind would be born with a
sin nature (Gen 3:&3).

Then Eve gave the fruit to Adaand he also ate of it and because of his disobedience not
only did he commit sin but within him would becortie seeds of sin of good and evil to all the
generations that would follow after him (Rom 5:14; 1 Cor 15:22). He now carried within him the
sin nature for all mankind. Man is born with a sin nature. He does not have to do anything to
become a sinner; he @he is a sinner from the moment of conception (Ps 51:5). We have
become sinners because of Adam and Eve's disobedience in the Garden of Edese Becall
come from these first parents, we too carry their sin nature in our lives. This curse can he broke
only by believing in and receiving Jesus Christ personally into one's life.

This is what Paul is stating in the book of Romans Chapter 5 sveil@eand 19,

ATherefore, as through one mandés offense judg
een so through one Mands righteous act the fr.

| i fe. For aisobdiignceanamyewensmdesiners s o al so by one matl
many wi | | be Smxdener ibyh tdisowadienaandvee all becamsnners

but because of one mandéds righteous gift to a
justified and madeghteous once again before our heavenly Father.

Not only did this sin of disobedience bring about corruption haottly it was going to
also take away from man the ability to have eternal life. It also brought a curse upon men who
from that day forwardvould have to toil for their food and upon women who would now have
pain and suffering through childbirth (Gen 3:19).

As a disciple we need to be empowered by the Holy spirit who makes it possible because
of the blood of Christ to break the curse iof sn our lives (Gal 3:1-34). Yes, we have fallen as
a human race because of the sin of the first Adam, but a sédamd has come who knew no
sin and redeemed us from the punishment of sin (1 Cor 15:22, 45). Sin needs not to rain in our
bodies but as wdie to self and live for Christ, we are then set free from the eternal curse of sin
and death (1 Cor 15:588).

Principle Three: TEMPTATION

AWatch and pr ay,teniptat@rsThe spird indeed mstwidimg, but thé feesh

i S W eadde1 O
NnBl essed 1 s t hdemptaion;fot whart he bas beern apdrdved, he will
receive the crown of life wth the Lord has promised to those who love Him. Let no one
say when he isempted | amtemptedby God; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor
does He Himselfemptanyone. But each ons iemptedwhen he is drawn away by his
own desires and enticed. Thevhen desires had conceived, it gives birtlsitg and sin,
whenitisfulgr own, br i ngasei1faer t h deat h. o

Temptation is a desire to do something wrong, a testing, allurement, enticement,

something that appeals or attracts us to stray offcal gpath. Satan often temps us by pleasure
and selfgratification (Gen 3:36). The use of temptation is the first step in gettisgto move
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away from Goddbés wil|l and moving into sinful t
acting on that teptation is what makes it sinful.

Since the temptation of Adam and Eve, Satan has continued to use the same method upon
all mankird to try to deceive them and to get them to fall into even deeper depths of sin (James
1:15). Sin will come before us eachyddut the key is that when we are confronted by sin that
we do not obey it or follow it. The Scripture says that we need to ftee it as quickly as
possible (1 Tim 6:11). Satands biggest weapon
again, tryng to convince us that what we might or might not be doing is okay and that others are
doing it and it o6s oudithurtrusi(l Iohnr8:§). Buthhe truthsofithe wmattgr w
is that all sin brings damaigtebd oboerre 6lsi mti mald ai
it owi || eat away | i ke cancer until it s conf
before one moves from one level into deeper and more powerful addictions.

What we will see below is a chart that will sho Sat anés met hod on ho
continues to tempt until we fall into sin. Again, we need to remind ourselves that sin rggmaki
180° turn away from the will of God. The key word is the word obedience and we need to ask
every moment of the day whoseiee are we obeying (Josh 24:24).
Satanbés Temptation-df Jesus; Matthew 4: 1

The Temptations

Temptation Real needs used Possible doubts Potential Jesusd An
as bass for that made the weakness Satan
temptation temptations sought to
exploit
Make Bread  Physical Need: Would God Hunger, Deut 8:3
Hunger provide food? impatience. ADepend o
Need to Focus: Go

hi s SonsPurpose.

Dare Godto Emotional need: Would Gal Pride, insecurity, Deut: 6:16
rescue you Security protect? needtotestGod i Dondt t e
(based on Focus: Go
misapplied
Scripture
Psalm
91:11,12)
Worship me!  Psychological  Would God Desire forquick Deut 6: 13
(Satan) Need: rule? Power, easy compromise with
significance, solutions,need evi | . 0
power to prove equality Focus: Go
achievement
with God
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* LIFE APPLICATION BIBLE

As if going through a final test of preparation, Jesus was tempted by Satan out in the
wilderness (Matt 4:111). Often it seems that after the disciple has hadestype of victory or
blessing Satan comes to rob and destroy what we have received from God.

There are three specific parts of the temptation that are listed by Matthew. They are
familiar because we face the same kinds of temptations. As the chart shoywtion is often
the combination of a real need and a possible doubt that creates an inafggsiee. Jesus
demonstrates both the importance and effectiveness of knowing and applying Scripture to
combat temptation.

Two Adams
Temptation: The Two Adams Contrasted

Both Adam and Christ faced three aspects of temptation. Adam yielded, bringing
upon humankind sin and death. Christ resisted, resulting in justification and life.

1 John 2:16 Genesis 3:6 Luke 4:2:13
First Adam Second AdanrChrist
fThe | ust Athe tree viCommand t
fl esho f odo t o become
AThe |l ust fAlt was plenThe devil
eyeso Him all th
AThe prideAiA trirabkletodesin Throw you

make one wifrom herebo

*Life Application Bible

One can quickly see from these charts that
being, our body, soul and spirit. His method has not changed for thoudayeds's and he is still
going after people using the exact same pattarnthe key to each one of these three points is
that it is appealing to our lusts or fleshly desires (James 1:15; 1 Johh7):1Bur deep passions
and desires are to be focused®od, not to follow our own will and hungers, not to do what we
desire wich Satan tries to convince that if done, will make us happy in who we are. We need to
be in prayer and the Word of God, always seeking first the kingdom of God and His
righteousnes@Vatt 6:33).

Principle Four: Battle for the Mind and the Heart

A Bl e & ghe dnan who endurdemptation for when he has been approved, he will
receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. Let no one say
whentempted | am temptedby God; for God cannot beemptedby evil, nor does He
Himselftemptanyone. But each one tenmptedwhen he igdrawn away by his own desires

and enticed. Then, when desires have conceived, it gives bsith s;md sin, when it is fuH
grown,br i ngs f Qafetrlus deat ho.
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A beseech you therefore, br etdntryeunhodids g t he
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable servicedé\mat be
conformed to this world, but eansformedby therenewing of your mind that you may

prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect Wil of d ®dmans 12:2

There is an A180 inch battle ground that a
mind and heart started right basith Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. Satan appealed to
Eveds body, mi nd and il bbéag Batan codtinusst to Whisplereintotolre n  a
mi nd, |l ies and falsehood, to try to get us to
instruction. Satan wants to fill our mind with sinful thoughts because he wants to plant seeds into
our mind ad heart that can lead to destruction and death. Paul warns us how we plant thing in
our lives (Gal 6:67).

Our human nature started at conceptma rains supreme over one life from when we
were born and until we either make a change for Christ Jesusenr death door comes for use.
Just like a young child, it does not take long for a child to begin to express its desire and will. We

sometimecdl some children that they are Astrong w
one must first die to #ew i | | and |ive a |live accord to Godbod
and say, Athat 1t i s no | ongalR:20). We datdetwitHsinf e b u
so often not realiziwgltithat doheigngbtadi ssepdphea
and desires. Victory come by giving oneds | if

5:18) and empower us (Acts8): We become a new temple for Christ Jesus (1 Cor 3:16) and
His Spirit is to dwell within us (1 Cor 6:19;pB 2:21). Romans tell us that we are not to be
conformed to this world but to be transformed by the renewing of our minds. By doing that the
Scriptues tell that this prove that we are instep to the perfect will of God (Rom 12:2).

There is another challenge when it comes to the mind and heart and that people are either
carnal minded (Rom 8:7) or double mind (James 1:8). A carnal mind is a pereshos a
way of | ife outwardly that doeTheirmivyng adensnae up v
and sinful life on the inside, but outward trying to show that they are spiritual. This is sinful and
destructive both to the individual and to $keahat interact with them. A double minded person is
one who thinks in two differerdirections at the same time. They try to live a religious life, but
at the same time live the ways of the world. They eventually become over stress and have a
mental brekdown. The devil through getting people to live a double standard will lead these
pele into deep bondage of different kinds of sin. Remember, the devil wants to divide people
thinking so that they are unable to make a proper decision. James talkshaseukinds of
people are like a wave that is being tossed to and fro (James 1:8).088n birthed forth in the
mind and the enemy wants to cause confusion between people and often within the body of
Christ.

Because our mind is a battle ground farfsi thoughts. this is why Paul encourage the
Ephesian church to put on the full ammaf God (Eph 6:147). One of the key pieces is the
helmet of salvation (Eph 6:17). Why because our thought need protection and salvation. We are
in a battle and the emgy wants to inject things into our mind that will cause us to loss the
victory in Chist Jesus. We become overcomers by praying in the Spirit (Eph 6:18), The things
we speak with our mouth in faith with Christ,
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holds in our life. Christ has given us authority to overcome the works of thetddiihd an

loosen (Matt 18:18) the things that control and keep our lives in disobedience to the will of God
for our lives (Matt 7: 21)smindhne helareiyto take upvourc t o r y
cross and follow Jesus (Matt 16:24).

Principle Five: FRUIT OF SIN

AThen, when desires haigandsnmwhenitis eHigrowni t gi v e:
brings f oafedzzis deat h. o

Everything we do produces sentype of fruit either good or bad. Paul tells the Galatian
Church that they are toave the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22) flowing through their lives, but Paul
also warns the disciple that there are things that they should take off, because theywptl cor
oneds I|life if not dealt with. Wha# kindssof seeds s al |
not only within our lives, but also within the lives of our family and those around us. Seeds of sin
seem to grow anywhere and multiply at an alarmimgte, just like a virus. We always need to
be careful about what we say and how veetkdings because in due time this will produce a
harvest which will determine our eternity (Gal 68)

Let us look at two areas where Paul lists for the disciplesaheus kinds of fruit born
of sin. These are things that people can often see an caming out through our actions as we
live out our daily lives.

The Colossians church:

Put Off: Therefore, put to death your members which are on the earth: foromcati
uncleanness, passion, evil desires, and covetousness, which is idolatry. Befc#usse
things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, in which you yourselves
once walked when you lived in them. But now you yourselves pte tdf all these: anger,
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. @diento one another, since
you have put off the old man with his deed:s9

PutOn: i An d puteoontlee new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the
image of him who created him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. Therefore, as
the elect of God, holy and belovagayjt on tender mercies, kindness, humilityeekness,
long-suffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, ifoaayhas a
complaint against another: even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But above all
these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. And leetiee @f God rule in
your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; anchaekful. Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in ymarts to the Lord. And whatever
you do in word or deed, do all in the name of oord_Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father thrositigh Hi m. 0
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The Ephesian Church:

Put Off: i t h a tput gffpconcerning your former conduct, the old man \ehgzows
corrupt according to the deceitful lust, and be renewed in the spirit of your sairucbzo3

Put On: and that yoyout onthe new man which was created according to God, in true
righteousness ankoliness epn 4:24

There is another list tha®aul gives to the Roman Church showing what happens to
people when they begin to follow the life of sin and death. The section of Scripture describes
to us how man and woman when they get bound up in sim begpiral downward to death
and destruction. Tdy get out of control to the place that they even lose the control of their
mind and begin to do all kinds of evil and sinful things. Romans chapter 1 ver$gs 21
ABecause, al t hough notplaify hirk asé&ad, MBronere they thankful,d i d
but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Professing to be
wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made
like corruptible man ad birds and fowfooted animals and creeping tigs. Therefore, God
also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their heart, to dishonour their bodies among
themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshipped and served the
creatue rather than the Creator, who is blessed forevemen. For this reason, God gave
them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against
nature. Likewise, also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, buthed inst for
one another, men with men commigt what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the
penalty of their error which was due. And even as they did not like to retain God in their
knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do thiogs which are not fitting;
being filled with al unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil mindedness; they are whisperers,
backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boastersentors of evil things, disobedient to
their parents, and undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; who,
knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of
death, notonly dothe samebwa approve of those who pract.i

Theseae just some |ists of the various sins
are many more throughout the Bible. We also need to see the various kinds of sins, some, in our
eyes appear to be onlyimor in nature and others seem very corrupt arabtet in their
wi ckedness. But we need to understand that al
being disobedient and no matter what it is, it still brings a barrier between God and man,
breaking fellowship in our communion with Jesus Ghand with His body of believers.

Clothed in Righteousness

A T h a t putyof® aoncerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the sgigbur mind, and that you
put on the new man wbh was created according to God, in traghteousnessand
holiness @ph 4:2224

Before we can enter the Holy of Holies which Jesus made possible for us when He died
on the cross, we must first confess our sins and personally invite Him into ouraseautsLord
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and Saviour (Rom 10:20). It is at that moment that we begin to be hwot by His
righteousness. It is also at that moment that Jesus begins the nurturing process of sanctifying us
so that we may be able to walk holy before our God (1 Cdr; @& I'hes 5:23). The Holy Spirit

walks with and guides us (Gal 5:25) in our journdy sanctification (Rom 15:16). The
discipleship walk is a journey of action. We are not just to be hearers of the words but doers also
(James 1:223). Our faith is to beaive and living, empower by the Holy Spirit (Eph 6:10).

Principle Six: SIN AND GRACE

AMoreover, the | aw entered t hantabotundeglgrasce f e ns e
abounded much more, so that €ia reigned in death, even ggrace might reignthrough
ri ghteousness to eternal rbmb2bi2e t hrough Jesus

We must realize that we do not have the strength or the ability to overcome sin within
ourselves. The sin nature that was within us must be put to deathZ2#etlesusaid unless a
grain or seed falls to the ground and dies it will produce nothing, but if it does die it will begin to
produce multiple pieces of fruit (John 12:24).

What Christ has done for us makes it possible to break the chains oflsiiaikness,®s
that we can walk each day in His righteousness (Phil 3:9). Paul tells us throughout the book of
Romans about Jesusds grace and how that i f W
clothed by His grace which comes to us because of Higeogisness annot ours (Rom 1:5;
3:24; 4:16; 5:20; 6:15; 11:6). The Bible tells us that our righteousness is like filthy rags (Isa
64:6). But Jesus wanted for us the newness of life, a life that is eternal with Him (1 John 5:11).
Jesus t el bygraca thave eressavedianddhst is the gift of God (Eph 2:8).

We do not merit the grace of God; from the moment we were born we already had the
death penalty assigned to us. Our wages are sin and death (Rom 6:23). People do not realize that
we dondthavetodaany si nning, we are already sinners
Jesus Christ we can experience His amazing grace (Ror28)ZBhe concept of grace came to
the world through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ; the heba#mdy exteneld grace
to mankind through sending His Son as our Redeemer (Gal 3:13; Tit 2:14); Christ brought us a
way whereby all mankind could be saved (John 1:17). It is also said that we live in the age of
grace, a time determined by the Father duriigch mankindwill have to choose whom they
will serve; following that, comes the day of judgmd®emember we are justified by His grace
(Titus 3:7)

Principle Seven: END DESTINATION OF SIN AND MAN

AThere is a way t hatendsthewagd r d @datishot @ man, but

AFor many wal k, of whom I have told you ofte
enemies of the cross: whosed is destruction whose god is their belly, and whose glory is

in their shamewho set theimind on earthly thigs. For our citizenship is in heaven, from

which we also eagerly wait for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our

lowly body that it may be conformed to his glorious body, according to the working by which

He is ableevento subdue dl hi ngs t misahi msel f . 0
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AFor the time has come for judgment to begi
what willbetheendof t hose who do notirelrey t he gospel

Almost all things have a begimg and end to thre, and if sin is not dealt with, the end
destination is an eternal death in hell (Rom 6:23; 1 Johnb/)L6After we die everyone will
come before the judgment seat of the Lord and our whole life has been recorded, and on the basis
of what we have done dmot done, our eternity would be determined (Rom 14:10; 2 Cor 5:10;
James 2:6). If we have not believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour then we will be sent
to a place where there will be nothing but crying and gnashing of eeethce where allope is
now lost (Matt 8:12).

Sin carries with it the penalty of death (Rom 6:23). It can destroy us not only here on
earth but for all eternity. We should not think too lightly concerning this doctrine of sin because
the effects of im are lasting andternal if we do not deal with it.

Therefore, we must get the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ out to the lost world
because i f we donét, millions upon millions v
hope, and this e comes by faithni Him because He was sent by the Father to bring us
redemption and grace through His shed blood on the cross (John 3:16). Jesus will come again but
He will come this time as King and Lord upon this earth (Rev 17:14) and He will brigmard
(Heb 9:27; 1Pet 4:17; 2 Pet 2:9; Jude 1:15) because the Bible tells us that in those last days
every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord (Phil 2:10).

The lust of the flesh is very powerful, and it binds us in so maggsdout we need nti
be focused on the things here on earth, but we need to put our focus on the things that are above
(Col 3:1). Jesus reminds us that we are in a race and we need to keep our eyes focused on Him.
(Heb 12:12) It is a race that is chatiging but we are ¢l@d not to do it in our strength and
ability but to do it in His strength and ability. We must keep an eye on our final destination
which is eternal life with Jesus Christ in heaven (Heb -22:1Remember again the Scriptures
where it ays,iAi For t hda sirmisadgaths but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Chri st @ahés.Lor do

Conclusion
ABut now Christ is risen from the dead, ar
fallen asleep. For since by maiame death, by Man als@amwme the resurrection of the
dead. For as in Adam all di ed,1coetse@n SO i n
AFor though we walk in the flesh, we do no

of our warfare are notarnal but mighty in Godadr pulling down strongholds, casting
down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God,
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and being ready to
punish all disobedienoghen your obedience islfuf i [2tor@ods. 0

AThi s charge | commit to you, son Timothy
concerning you, that by t hemuisyou may wage
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APut on the whol e ar mableto stanfd ag@iostehwiles of the y o u
devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in temenrcheavenly places. 0

We cansee fronhte se f our verses that through Adamc
are all sinners before God our Creator. There is only one way that we can be released from our
sin nature and that <comes t lybegattentbont(Jorm 1dnba n J e ¢
|l tés by His shed blood on the cross and His
have the ability not only to confess our sins (1 John 1:9) but also to put on His righteousness
(Eph 6:14).

Paul tells Timothy that his to wage a good war.eHwvas not speaking to him concerning
a physical war but a spiritual war, a battle for the hearts of men and women (2 Tn P&l
tells the Ephesian church to put on the full armour of God and then explains to them what our
batle will be and what heascribes that we are fighting against all kinds of spiritual temptations
and even spiritual beings whose desire is to capture us and/or destroy us (Eph 6:10:20).

We all one day will die but what we do here on earth will determimere we will spend
our eternity. Our physical bodies will return to dust but the choice we have to make is what will
happen to our spiritual ma n . Webve been given
world or to go the way of Jesus Christieoway leads to destruoti and the other way leads to
eternal life (1 Cor 15:568).

Discipleship Application

But if you do not do so, then take note, you lmareedagainst the LORD; and be sure
your sin will find you out.Num32:23

We asdisciples of Christ must realizeahthis sin nature that we are born with will
continue to bind us and destroy us if we do not do something about it. We might be able to hide
our sins from the world and even from the church, but we can see that eyeoiwains will be
found out (Num 2:23). The problem is that when we come before the Father and have not dealt
with our sins, putting them under the blood of Christ and confessing and asking for forgiveness
(Acts 13:38; Eph 1:7; 4:32; 1 John 1:9), we nthsin be judged and punished forathve have
done.

The life of sin is a spiraling down towards destruction and death (Rom32)18t is
turning our lives over stepy-step to Satan who in the end desires to destroy us. Sins of
disobedience are like pes and chains that bind us and itih@re we try to struggle the stronger
they hold us. The only hope that we have is to come to Jesus Christ and give our lives to Him,
and to confess our sins to Him because He states that when we do that He is faithfst &nd
forgive us of our sins (Iohn 1:9) and secondly, He is able to set the captive free (Luke 4:18).
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Commitment and Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus,

| want to thank You for what You have done for us here on earth; to be willing to come
as a Son ofsod so that we, through faith in Youuwd have eternal life. Lord thank You for
making a way that we could be redeemed back from sin and death. Thank You for showing us
Your grace and mercy and love by being willing to die on the cross and to have dodished
for the remission of our sinkord | ask for Your help each day that You would forgive me as |
confess my sins to You. | know that | am weak and sometimes not able to share openly my heart.
But You know our hearts. You know what we struggle vetid You said that as long as we
bring it to You, You would forgive us and wash us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. |
pray Lord that | would be able to die each day to myself and my will and live according to Your
will, that | could put on the helmef salvation to protect my thoughtsigh in turn will help me
with my attitude and actions. Father | pray that You would help me also to forgive those who
have sinned or hurt me by what they have said and done. | pray that You will give me a heart that
is full of forgiveness just like You fgive us when we have sinned and been disobedient. | thank
You Lord for the truth of this doctrine and | pray that | may be able to continue to live by it each
day of my life.

In your name | pray Jesus,

Foundational Scriptures d this Doctrine
Genesis 3; John 3:56; Rom 1:1832; 3:23

Related Scriptures:
Gen 39:9; Ex 10:16; Ex 29:36; Ex 32:30; Lev 4:32; 1 Sam 12:23; 1 Sam 15:23; 2 Sam
12:13; Ps 32:1; Ps 32:5; Ps 562Ps 119:11; I1sa:18; Jer 31:34; Matt 26:28; Mark 1:4;
Mark 4:12; John 8:34; Rom 3:23; Rom 4:7; Rom 6:12; Rom 6:23; Rom 8:10; Heb 10:17;
Heb 12:1; James 1:15; 1 Pet 2:24; 1 John 1:7; 1 John 2:1; 1 John 1:8; 1 John 1:9; 1 John
1:10; 1 John 2:2; 1 John 5:17; Rev 1:5

Sinner;
Ps 1:1; Ps 25:8; Matt 9:13; Mark 2:17ake 5:32; Rom 5:8; Rom 5:19; 1 Tim 1:15
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Chapter Seven

Teaching on Salvation

ANOT I salvatidm e argy other, for there is no other name under heaven given
among men by which we mustdased @cts 4:12

ABut | et wus who aputéng anfthe brédastplate afyfaithbaad lovey dne r
as a helmet the hope eélvation For God did not appat us to wrath, but to obtain
salvationthrough our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep,
we shall live together with iH m 1 Tees 5:810

Introduction

The purpose of the Father of sending His Son Jesus Christ and then sending forth the
Holy Spirit was to complete a mission of reaching out to mankind with the Gospel of the triune
God. Man had fallen deep into sin, destron and death. The world had bew® full of
hopel ess. Satan and his army were trying conyv
to live a life of rebellion. We are told in John 3:16, that God sent His son as a gift of love and
that whosoever auld believe on Him would have sakon and it is given to all who will
receive, because of the shed blood of Christ. Why, so that one day they would have eternal life
with God in His everlasting kingdom in heaven (Rom 6:23).

Salvation is the foundatiostone that much of the doctrindsat believe in are built on.
Because we are born into sin and condemned to death and a hopeless eternity, Christ came to
bring us salvation and eternal life (John 3:15). Sin has bound us and is destroying us from the
inside out. There was no way of escapet righteousness was, and is, as filthy rags (Isa 64:6).
Christ was sent by the Father to make a way for us to be rescued, to bring deliverance and
salvation to all who would invite Him to be Lord and Saviour of theed. As disciples of
Christ we beome His ambassadors, going out to the world to offer a message of hope and
salvation (2 Cor 5:20). The Good News is one of deliverance and hope from a life of sin and
death (Rom 11:26; 1 Thes 1:10).

Definition

Salvation means to &ep safe orescue from harm or danger. To redeem or deliver, to
recover or escape from harm. The idea is that someone must intervene to deliver from danger or
loss.

Lamb and the High Priest:

Before we get into the teaching about sabrawe need to step baak time and look at
some of the historical things that the people of Israel knew about and tried to live by. After they
came out of the land of Egypt God gave them the laws that would be a schoolmaster that would
help teach themral deal with the whole aaeof disobedience and sin (Gal 3:24). Then later in
time we have the tabernacle that was designed by God and as the people moved through the
wilderness it would be taken down and moved from place to place with them. God was with
them and He wanted to shdlat He was also in the midst of them and that they were to worship
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Him and sacrifice unto Him those things that He has commanded (Book of Exodus). Later in
time King Solomon built the Temple and the same kind of ministry andceamas done at the
Templeto honour God plus to make atonement for their sins (Lev 17:11).

But itds important that we go back further
recognize that one of the last plagues that hit Egypt was the deatle maghe firstborn (Ex
12:29-30). Here we have the picture of where the believer would first have to go through their
house and remove all the yeast from their place (Ex 12:15). This pictures for us the importance
of removing sin from our lives. The secbthing they had to do was take the best Lamb that
they had and to sacrifice it and to take its blood and put it over the doorpost of their home and
when the death Angel came by he would not enter that home because it was covered by the blood
(Ex 12:7).Again, we as disciples @hrist can only live and have eternal life with Christ because
we are covered by His blood and have been forgiven by Him for our sins (Col 2:13).

The high priest, omet weoaun @ o aryc e rwaetand hteh di g
their relationshipwith God Almighty. They were responsible to put on the robes of God, to
sacrifice a pure lamb and to go into the Holy of Holies and spread the blood of the Lamb on the
mercy seat of God.

It was not until the coming of Jesus Che t t hat Gaosedvsuldde reveated p ur g
that not only was God sending forth His Son, but that His Son would become the first sacrificial
lamb that would shed His blood for the remission of sins (Mark 1:4). He would also be the high
priest who woull represent the people beon earth before the Father in heaven (Heb 4:14; 7:3).
Because of Jesusds death and resurrection, W
because of our blood or holiness, but because of His blood and holiness that emteraa
personal relatioship with God our Creator.

Christ became the one and only sacrifice and it would be only through Him that men
could have salvation (1 Cor 5:7; Heb 9:26; 10:12). Jesus was quite clear that He was the only
way, truth and life (Jon 14:6). And at the laflassover that Jesus participated in, He taught and
showed the disciples that His body would become the broken bread and that His blood would be
represented by the cup, and the disciples were commanded to do this as often aslthey c
remembrance of Jas Christ (1 Cor 11:26).

There are three words that we need to define and connect so that we can clearly
understand what this teaching of salvation is all about. The first w@avieur. Someone who
rescues or delivers from im or loss. We need to s#&at Jesus was sent by the heavenly Father
to a sinful and lost world to make a way of deliverance and redemption for all who would receive
Him. His death on the cross and His resurrection three days later made Him our ddanticja
making it possibldor us to be clothed in His righteousness. He is the Way, the Truth, and the
Life; there is no other way by which people can be saved (John 14:6). To those who personally
receive Him into their hearts, He becomes their Saviolihe second word isalvation:
Deliverance from sin and its consequences, to be rescued, to escape. We need to understand that
Christ came to deliver us from the eternal death penalty of sin and to set us free as a new creation
in Him; a branenew life! It's as if we were drowningnisin, and Christ rescued us. Christ's
purpose in coming to this earth was to pay the price for our sins and to give salvation to all who
would believe on Him as Lord and Savio&nd the third word which is closely related to the
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above two words isave:from danger or loss, to redeem back, to restore. Because we are born
into sin and condemned to death and a hopeless eternity, Christ came to bring us salvation. Sin
has bound us and is destroying us from the inside out. Therenavagay of escape; our
righteousness was, and is, as filthy rags. Christ was sent by the Father to make a way for us to be
rescued, to bring deliverance and salvation to all who would invite Him to be Lord and Saviour
of their lives. As disciples of Christe become His ambassadagsjng out to the world to offer

a message of hope and salvation (2 Cor 5:10). The Good News is one of deliverance and hope
from a life of sin and death.

To understand the teaching concerning the word salvation, imagine doakim puzzle
that has a ariety of pieces that need to be put together before we can see the bigger picture. The
word salvation can be defined in very simple
life as their personal Lord and Savior. €ftit is done througharsiher 6 s prayer wher
for forgiveness of sin and then makes a covenant with the Lord to follow Him and to fulfill His
wi || f or o n e-80% But thefeare (hdhy ather piBceskhat are connected to this word
salvaton which would help us tbetter understand what Christ has done and what now He offers

to all those who will receive Him through faith.
Love, Hope, Grace and Mercy:

If one was looking for what the key foundation stone would be for the teaching on

sahation it would havetobe hese f our words; |l ov e, hope, gr a
love for His creation, from the time He breathed life into man and woman on the sixth day, He
has never stopped loving His creation. The best way to explain thelword e i s t hat it

one-way street where God continues to give, expecting nothing back, but when His love connects

with our heart and pours into us a love that passes all understanding, things dramatically begin to
change in our thinking and interamtis. Paul devoted a whadection concerning love to the
Corinthian church (1 Cor 13:13). The disciple is given clear instruction of what the love of

God is and how we should exemplify out to ot!l
Bible teahes us that love coversnau | t i t ude of sins so thatoés wh
key planks concerning salvation (1 Pet 4:8).

What the coming of Christ did for us was to bring back to the world aghopathat
things would change, that things wd get better and the desctiveness of Satan and the world
would one day come to an end. Hope is believing in those things that are not yet seen; it is
having a faith that what one has promised making a covenant with another, He would fulfill all
that He said He would do (Rom24). Christ through his broken body and shed blood, has made
a way of hope for all mankind. The challenge is that if we desire to have the power that can come
through hope, we first must choose to believe (Rom-10)9 Another ting that hope can do is
bi ng to onedés | ife a focus. Paul tells us tha
entangled but to keep focused on the prize set before us (Heb 12:1). Hope is believing that we
can run the race notinourpoward st r en gt Is pdwertandistrengt8 (LrTimslil)d
and that one day, if we do not lose heart and continue to persevere, we will cross that finish line
(Col 1:5).

One ot her topic that became i1 ntrodueed af
whole teaching concerrgrgrace (John 1:17)Paul speaks a lot about this in the book of Romans
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and links it often to the word righteousness (Rom 1:5; 3:24; 4:16). Many preachers and teachers
have said that the age of grace started after the comingeoHaty Spirit on the Day fo
Pentecost, but Godbébs grace has been extent t
present day (Tit 2:11). The word grace and love are part of the two sides of the same coin. One
could say easily that Paul had beerlethlof God to preach fortthe teaching of grace to the

Gentiles (Acts 15:12). The Gentiles were considered heathen outside of the family of God, but
Christ wanted all to know that through grace the dividing wall between the Jews and the Gentiles

had now leen torn down (Eph 2:14Because of grace a Gentile, not through any works of

himself but through faith in Jesus Christ could enter the Holy of Holies and have a personal
relationship with God Almighty, his Creator.

Another important word which helps wsmderstand salvation is©ié wordmercy. The
dictionary states that mercy sjowing compassion, pity, kindness, sympathy; kindness toward
an enemy; it is the power to forgive or spare someone from punishment. In Many of the Psalms
the word mercy is usefPs 4:1; 9:3; 13:5; 23:6,03:8; 136:1). King David said that he would
sing of the mercies of the LORD forever (Ps 89:1). As Christ has shown His mercy to us, we
should also be merciful to others (Col 3:12). Often, in court cases, when someone is guilty an
found guilty by the judg they will plead for mercy. The person himself knows that he is guilty
and deserves to pay the penalty that the judge issues because of what he has done. So just like
love and grace, mercy is also given by God the Father ftngde who will come to Hinm the
name of His Son Jesus Christ (Eph 2:4). So even though we were born with trespasses and sins
and stand before a just God who could condemn us to an eternal death, we can experience mercy
because of what the Son has domeu®(Tit 3:5).

Thefollowing principles are intricately interwoven with the word salvation. This doctrine
is a key foundation stone to the disciples walk with God and it is the message that we need to
proclaim to a | ost w o r lewhe plah tand hke gordhtasewoverp a r t 0
throughout the entire Bible. Today the Holy Spirit is still drawing people to salvation in Jesus
Christ (John 12:32).

Principle One: SALVATION AND ATONEMENT

AFor the | ife Mbobd t hedfihiBteyou upanthe altar tohmake
atonementfor your souls; for it is théloodthat makesatonementt or t hi@izsoul . 0

A70 weeks have been decreed for your p e
transgressions, to make an end af,sio makeatonement for iniquity, to bring in

everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy

pl a ®e924QAs8

AAnd not only so, but we also joy in God
have now receivetihe atonemenirom 5:11

The idea ofatonementis to have reconciliation, to do penitence, or compensation, to
making amends, recompense,; it is the removal or forgiveness of sin through a sacrifice, resulting
in our acceptance before God (Ex 323); something that akes up for a wrong or harmful
ad. The priest once a year was to go into the holy of holies with the blood of a lamb and sprinkle
it on the mercy seat (Lev 16:15). The mercy seat was apiatdd box that on the top had two
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cherubi mdés, oneheon ieddach nen dihedén £emmandmentnthas r o d
were written on stone tablets and a few pieces of manna (Heb 9:4). This was kept in the holy of
holies representing the presence of God, and it was upon the seat that the blood of the lamb that
had been slain was sprinkled (Lev32-34). It was by this action that atonement could be made

for mands soul aiBd sinfulness (Lev 5:9

Daniel prophesied that in the last days the Righteous One would come who would bring
everlasting righteousness; He wlt be able to go into the holygoe and once and for all offer
up His blood as an atonement for our sins (Dan 9:24). A price had to be paid and it could only
come through a perfect and holy sacrifice. Therefore, in the fullness of time the heavenly Fathe
sent His Son to become that larnwhose blood would be shed to make atonement for a lost
world and because of His sacrifice we could have salvation (1 Pet 1:19; Rev 5:6, 12; 7:10).

In the New Testament Christ became the sacrificial Lamb who atonetidee who
would put their trusin Him (Rom 5:11). He shed His blood for the price that was needed for our
personal sins (Heb 9:22). Again, not only was Christ the sacrificial Lamb but He was also the
high priest who would bring His blood before the Fatli®r those of us who believeewvould
be covered in the blood of Christ and when the Father looks at us, He sees us through the blood
of Christ (1 John 1:7). It is important to see that without the atoning work of Jesus Christ there
would be no possibleray that sinful man or woman cdahave salvation.

Related Scriptures:

Ex 30:10; Lev 1:4; Lev 4:35; Lev 10:17; Lev 12:7; Lev 17:11; Num 15:25; Num 28:22; Neh
10:33

Principle Two: SALVATION AND REDEMPTION

ABut Chri st «c¢ame a sthingstgdomePwith thesgreater ind mdree g 0 C
perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, none of this creation. Not with the blood

of goats and calves, but with His own blood he entered the most Holy Placanohime

all, having obtained eternakdenption. @eb9:1112

Again, we want to draw a connection between the word salvationeaedption. The
word redemption is defined dke act of being saved from error or evil;, deliverance, ransom,
salvation. ltcan be given the idea of something thas whl and even broken being restored back
to its original condition. Goddbés intention wse
personal relationship that we had in the Garden of Eden before Adam eusthisd.

Hebrews tells us that Chrisaime as a high priest and that He was also the tabernacle. He
was a tabernacle that was made by the hands of the creator, yet, at the same time, He Himself
was the Creator, the Triune God and no more would theeerteed for the blood of goats and
lambs, br He was going to take His blood into the most Holy Place and because of that action
He has made it possible to obtain an eternal redemption (Held2)11

Through Redemption, Christ's amazing gift of loveotlyh His sacrifice, He saves us
from the paalty of our wicked ways. In faith, we can either choose to believe in Christ's
redemptive sacrifice which will save us or choose to suffer the results of not taking upon

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 139



5L{/Lt[9{Q twLb/Lt[9{

ourselves His redemption for our salvat{@ph 1:7). We often sing the hymn that thweeve been
redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.

Whil e we understand that salvation is a re
than that. It does not just bring us into a personal relationshipJesths Christ, but it brings us
to a place bhaving redemption on a variety of things that have been broken over the years and
have caused separation between ourselves and God. We must clearly understand that we have
salvation andi r e d e niipadugh dis blood, the forgiveness of sins, accordintipéoriches of
hi s g(Epak7e 0

Related Scriptures:

Lev 25:24; Ps 49:8; Ps 130:7; Luke 21:28; Rom 3:24; Rom 8:23; 1 Cor 1:30; Eph 4:30; Col 1:14;
Heb 9:12

Principle Three: SALVATION A ND JUSTIFICATION

ABut God demonst radsasdin thht véhileovevwerelstidl sirmers; o w
Christ died for us much more then, having now Qastified by His blood, we shall be
saved from wrath through Himom 5:89

AMoreover, whom he predestined, these he a
justified; and whom hgustified, t hese he ranbzass o gl ori fied. 0

AKnowi ng t h gustifiea byrthe workis af thelawt but by faith in Jesus Christ,
even we haw believed in Christ Jesus, that we mighjustified by faith in Christ and
not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shalishifed. 6al2:16

The wordjustice, justification and justified are often used as law court terms. The
accused is brought before a judge and the judge will hear the evidencélltbat presented by
an accuser. In the spiritual realm this accuser is Satan and he wants to accuse us so that we will
be found guilty andbe sentenced to a life of death and hell. From the beginning of creation Satan
and his demons have roamed this eanying to bring accusations against people, trying to
divide people groups and to bring destruction to the heart of man (JaR)1.6

Buti t 6s i mportant for the disciple to under
judge of all things. Becausgse ar e born with a fisin natureo \
Holy God. But this is not the end because Christ came to be an advoocaseaftd when we are
found guilty, He will plead on our behalf and take the punishment for us (1 John 2:1). He paid
the price on the cross of Calvary and because the price was His precious blood, when we call
upon His name as our Lord and Saviour we candsjustified before the Father. We must see
that there is nothing we can do or nothing that we can say on our t\ati When we can stand
justified before a holy God (Rom 3:24).

The only way we can stand justified is through Christ's shed blood; thriaiip in

Christ Jesus we become justified before the Father in heaven (Rom 5:9). Again, we can see how
this word isdeeply connected to the word salvation. The reason we can experience salvation at
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all is because Jesus Christ Himself has made the wais fand if we follow Him, we too can be
made just, because He Himself is just and we are in Him and He in us (R@m 8:3

People are spending a lot of time here on earth trying to justify themselves for their
actions and for why they do the things they 8o often we spend a lot of time blaming others
for the way we were raised up, for the way we live now and forwewhink and act both in our
home and towards others. But somewhere along the line we are going to have to recognize that
we have been coedhned already and found guilty and there is nothing that we can do to change

that fact. We have no ability within aure | v e s . That 6s why we must C
outside our way of living, one who was perfect and paid the price (Gal 2:16; 3:24eafldm
come to Jesus and say. o0 yes Lord I am guilty

thatImaystad j ust before the Father. o

The book of Micah tells us what the Lord requires of us, he wiitdde has shown
O man what is good; anghat does the Lord require of you but tojdstly, to love mercy, and
to walk humbly with your Godfic e:8)

Related Scriptures:

Job 9:20; Isa 43:26; Matt 11:19; Matt 12:37; Acts 13:39; Rom 3:24; 3:28; 4:25; 5:1; 5:9; 5:18;
8:30; 8:33; 1 Cor 6:11; GaPk:16; Gal 3:8; Gal 3:24: 1 Tim 3:16; Tit 3:7

Principle Four: SALVATION AND RIGHTEOUSNESS

AHe who hasanad pearehearthvého lths not lifted up his soul to an idol, nor
sworn deceitfully. He shall receive blessings from the LORDyighteousnesgrom the
God of Hissalvation 6s24:45

A Myighteousnesss near, Mysalvation has gone forth, and My armaill judge the

peopl es; the coastlands wil|l wai t upon Me,
salvation will be forever, and Myrighteousnesswi | | not be abolish
righteousneswill be forever, and mgahationf r om gener at i @aBussts 0 gene

A é Now this i s hi s name by whi ch he Wi
RIGHTEOUSNESS. fr236

AANd t hat you put t he new man whi ch was
righteousnes@a n d h 0 Epliests@28 s O .

The wordrighteousnessmeango be virtuous, moral, just and honest, both with God and
man. Or to put it another way that we as a disciple of Christ should walk upright and straight
before God, we should stand tall in His uprightness. We neegttmmize that it is impossible
for usto live by our own righteous life. For as long as we live here on earth, we have that sin
nature in us that will somewhere along the line cause us to think and to sin in areas that maybe
others may not see but GoddoesTher ef or e, we sngateodsnessoEpp &14) on C
so that while we are stildl sinners here on
righteousness.
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The Scriptures above point out several things that we need to apply to our lives here on
earth. His righteousness is near. pleare looking in various places around the world to find the
righteousness of Christ, while it is at hand, right before us, we just need to take it. Also, His
ri ghteousness reigns f osandiewl never betabolished. M@t er n al
also make His salvation known from generation to generation, giving people the opportunity to
make a choice, to decide whom they will serve and whom they will follow (Deut-2019t is
never too late to decid®r Jesus Christ while we are stileire on earth. Even the thief on the
cross who was nailed beside Jesus, most likely only having a few hours left to live, decided for

Jesus Chri st, and Jesus told hi m, i3t43).drbey | Wi
thief deserved death; he svgetting what was due him, but now he would have eternal life,
because he put hi s trust in Jesus Chri st an

righteousness.

There are two things that are important herstade. First the Bible tells us that allir
righteousness is as filthy rags (Isa 64:6). Secondly, he did not come to call the righteous but to
call sinners to himself (Matt 9:13; Mark 2:17; Luke 5:32). Many people try to live a moral and
good life, tryingto be generous in giving, even goingctaurch, obeying the laws of the land and
trying to be a good citizen of their country (Rom 3:10). But none of this will make us righteous
before God; there is nothing we can do within our own ability. What we weéa is cry out to
our Creator who madall heaven and earth and ask Him to forgive us and clothe us with his
righteousness. We need to confess and put on Christ (Ror1QD:W/e need to be baptized and
be immersed fully in His righteousness.

Thequesbn we need t o as knairight rélatiohshie todag befsere a n d i n
Holy God?0o I f we are, then that is what is g
us not to have a heart of fear but a heart of faith knowing that we are refgemegh salvation
made righteous by ¢éhone who is called the Righteous One (Jer 23:6).

Related Scriptures:

Gen 7:1; Gen 15:6 (Rom 4:3, 22: Gal 3:6; James 2:23); Ex 23:8; Ezr 9:15; Deut 25:1; 1 Kin 8:32
(2 Chr 6:23); Ps 1:6; 5:8; 9:8; 15:2; 23:3; 2448;9; 50:6; 85:10; 96:13; 97:12; 103;17711:3
(112:3, 9; 2 Cor 9:9); Ps 132:9; Prov 10:25; 12:28; 15:9; 21:21 Isa 45:19; 51:5; 51:8; 54:14;
59:17; 61:3; 62:2; 64.6; Jer 23:5; 23:6; 33:15; Dan 9:24; Hos 2:19; Amos 5:24; Mic 6:5; Zeph
2:3; Matt 5:6; 5:106:33; Matt 9:13 (Mark 2:17; Luke 5:32)att 10:41; 23:28; John 16:8; Rom
1:17; 3:10; 3:25; 5:21; 6:13; 10:4; 10:10; 14:17; 1 Cor 15:34; 2 Cor 6:14; Gal 5:5; Eph 5:24; 5:9;
6:14; Phil 1:11; Phil 3:9; 1 Tim 6:11 (2 Tim 2:22); 2 Tim 3:16; 4:8; Heb 11:7;1t2James

3:18; 5:16; 1 Pet 2:24; 3:12;131; 2 Pet 3:13; 1 John 2:1; 3:10; Rev 19:11

Principle Five: SALVATION AND DELIVERANCE

AfRet ur n, delverm®RDQOh save me f owesesaYoOUT mer ci es

AAnd 1t will be for a sign and for a witne
they will cry to the LORD because of the oppressors, and He will send tiSami@ur
and a Mighty One, and He willelivert h e mai9:00
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Al s ee an oytmembers, warrimg against the law of my mind, and bringing me
into captivity to the law of miwhich is in my members. O wretched man that | am! Who
will deliverme from this body of death? | thank Gatirough Jesus Christ our Lord! So

then, withthe nm d | myself serve the | aw ofrmGod, b
7:23-25

nYes, dthessentersce of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but
in God who raises the dead, wheliveredus from so great a death, and dakdiverus;
in whom we trust that He will stileliveru s 2 cé 1910

If there wasever a nee in our day and age, it is a need for a deliverer who would come
to bring deliverance to the people. The world is full of bondage and corruption and people are
doing all kinds of terrible things with the hope that somehow, they can be seftresuicia
rate is higher than it ever has been in the history of the world and people think that the only way
they can be delivered from a problem that the
try to have someone else take it for therhe hands oBatan and his host are gripping tighter
and tighter around the hearts of the people attempting to bring destruction and death (Rom 6:23).
One only has to watch the news at night to see how people are acting out terrible things both to
themselve and othes hoping to somehow get free of themselves.

Sometimes people cry out to God for a time of revival, but this can only take place when
people are willing to call upon Jesus Christ and let Him deliver them from all the sin and
corruption that thg have gothemselves bound into (Rom 7:23). If the truth was really told
many Christians today are living in bondage and what they need to do is call on Jesus Christ to
deliver them and set them free (John 8:33; Rom 8:2; Gal 5:1). People become Ydhimd)$
tat the world says itdés okay to do, but the S
we will become bound to the things of this world and eventually, if not dealt with, they will bring
death (2 Cor 1:90).

The worddeliver mears, to delier into the hands of, to take something from one and to
give it to another, also can mean to betray someone into the hands of another. Judas delivered
Jesus into the hands of the religious leaders and by doing so betrayed Him and the distiples t
were hs friends (Matt 26:4-49). But the purpose of Christ coming was to delivers us from our
enemies. We were bound by sin, but Christ is our Deliverer, coming to set us free from the
strongholds of Satan. (Rom 7:25)

Therefore, the teding of savation is so important because it explains how Christ,
through our commitment to Him as Saviour, also gives us the power to be delivered of habits and
thoughts that would so easily entangle us and try to destroy us (Heb 12:1). Salvation epens th
door to ar deliverer, and if we will just take the time to call upon His name, He will set us free;
He will deliver us from the bondages to which we are chained or tied (Rom 6:18; 8:2: Gal 5:1).
Christ declared that He came to set the captive free @@). All we must do is to have faith
in Him, trusting that He is able to do it in our lives. But there is one other key truth that we need
to understand and that is that He does it together with us. He gives us the power to overcome and
to be deliveredbut we mus make a choice to walk away from that sin and to break free from
that which Satan has convinced us that there is no way for us to become free (1 Cor 10:13). We
must work together as one empowered by His Holy Spirit, and as we allow the HatydSiili
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more of our lives (Eph 5:18), we will see more of the fruit of the Spirit coming forth from our
life than the fruit of the world (Gal 5:223).

Related Scriptures:
Gen 14:20; 32:11; Ex 3:8 (Acts 7:34); Jos 8:7; 2 Sam 22:20; 2 Kin 18s2236:18); Ps18:17;
22:4: 22:8; 34:4; 39:8: 59:1; 91:3; 116:8; 119:170; 143:9; Prov 2:12; 11:8; 28:26; Isa 46:4;

Jer 1:8; Dan 3:17; Matt 6:13 (Luke 11:4); Acts7:25; Rom 4:25; 8:21; 1 Cor 11:23; Gal 1:4; Col
1:13; 2 Tim 4:18; 2 Pet 2:9

Principle Six: SALVATION AND OUR MEDIATOR

AnFor t her e | s Madiater beGveah Gadraid mem the Man Christ Jesus,
who gave himself a ransomaifmass all, to be

AAnd f or t hi sMediaoacos thbennewHcevenard, byt nteans of death,Her t
redemption of the transgressions under thst foovenant, that those who are called may

receive the promise Hbdis t he eternal i nherit

ATo the general assembly and the church of

God the Judgefall, to the spirits of just men made perfeotJesus thélediator of the
new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks between things than that of
A b e heb 120324

The act of salvation when it has taken place in our lives immediately ys to Christ
our Mediator. The wordnediator means to interceder, be a peacemaker, one who is a go
between, an intermediary, an arbitrator. For the disciple, Christ is the Mediator between us and
the heavenly Father. He stands in our place and malessible for us to enter the Holy of
Holies (Hé 9:15). We must see that here on earth we cannot do things by ourselves. We have
the sentence of death already upon our lives and the only way we can be set free from that, is for
someone to step in; an imeediate on our behalf.

Therefore, the Scripte tells us that He mediated before God a new covenant and His
new covenant was made possible because of the death on the cross (HEMLZT2& old
covenant, because we could not keep the law, condemséd death but the new covenant
through Jesus@ist opened the door where it was possible for us to have an eternal inheritance.
Christ gave Himself as a ransom for all (1 Tim-B)5 The key is that we must accept Him
personally to stand before the Fatlon our behalf as our Mediator, if we do notttis then we
have no defense. The Father will have no choice but to charge us guilty and condemn us to an
eternal death

The way Jesus mediates on our behalf is by what He has done on the cross. Tleere need
to be a perfect sacrifice, a lamb whose blaalild be sprinkled on the mercy seat (1 Pet 1:19).
As our Mediator and High Priest, He was able to bring about a new covenant that if followed,
would allow whosoever would believe, to come into the preseh@od Almighty (Heb 13:20).
Therefore, prayeisiso important and that we are told to have an attitude of prayer throughout the
day (Eph 6:18; 1 Thes 5:25; 1 Tim 5:5), prayer is simply talking to Jesus and asking Him to
mediate on our behalf before thetler.
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We need to see the importance of thisgiple, that because of salvation we have a
Mediator who speaks on our behalf and directs how the Holy Spirit should carry out the will of
the Father through our lives here on earth. This salvation teachingbgs us i nto a f a
more than thatior we become integrated into one body where Christ is our head (Eph 4:15). We
become networked together, doing things together, not facing the world alone but facing it
together with Jesus Christ who is thead of His body the Church (I Cor 12:22) andbecause
He is the head He mediates on our behalf. It is like a marriage where we become one with Him
and can communicate back and forth knowing ea

Related Scriptures:

Gal 3:19; 3:20; Hd 8:6
Principle Seven: SALVATION AND SANCTIFIC ATION

ABut we are bound to give thanks to God a
Lord, because God from the beginning chose yosdbrationthroughsanctification by
the Spirit and beliefin# t r 2unksimz 0

ATo the church of God whi eahctfiedn CaristJ&Swsyr i nt h,
called to be saints, with all who in every place called on the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord, both tietizcr s and ours: o

A Sp e ak tha thddeen df Israel, saying: Surely My Sabbaths you shall keep, for it is
a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that | am
the Lord whaosanctifiesy 0 Uex 313

AThat | may be a tothe Gentisenministering tieeGosped of Gda,r i st

that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptatdectiiedby t he Hay Spir
15:16

ABy t hat wi |shnctifiedthrdughvtte offerng of the body of Jesus Christ
once ancacetbror al |l 0.

A T h ere,eldsus also, that He migdanctify the people with His own blood, suffered
out si de ndbihie gate. 0

A B wsanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to
everyone who asks you a reason for the hope ithan you, wih meekness and fear;
having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your

good conduct in Chmiist may be ashamed. o
AAnd such wer e s o mewashef]l buyyowweres8natified pubypu wer e
werejustfed i n the name of the Lord Jesus Chri :
Cor 6:11

There are three words that are deeply rooted together that we need to take a few minutes
to define. The first isanctification: A process of purifying, to be made ale consecration, to
be made hol y. This is an act of consecration
the Holy Spirit. Salvation is what brings us into a personal relationship with Christ while
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sanctificdion is the process of changing usoiriis character and imag&he second word is
sanctified: To be cleaned, purified, perfectedanctification is a process that begins with a
personal relationship with Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit, at the timdwadtiem, begins a work

of making one aw; we have died to sin and the world and are now being prepared for our
presentation in heaven as the bride of Christ, holy before the Father. The third word is
sanctifying: To clean, purify, to perfect, consecrat@llbw, separate. The Holy Spirit, diet

time of salvation, begins a work of making one new; we have died to sin and the world and are
now being prepared for our presentation in heaven as the bride of Christ, holy before the Father.

When we take time tmok at the above verses there are samteresting truths that come
from the Scriptures. Again, we see the idea of salvation and sanctification tied together as one;
we need to be sanctified by the Spirit and by the Word of God itself (2 Thes 2:13)sd\eaal
see that there is a need fonstfication not only for the individual but for the entire church (1
Cor 1:}2). When the church has disciples that are not coming before the Lord and getting
themselves cleaned as a temple for God (1 Cor 6:19; Exb), Zhen the whole church is
affected The church might be operating more in a carnal way or a religious way than walking
and flowing in the Spirit of God. This was what Paul was teaching the Galatian Church in
Galatians chapter 5:26. He wanted the chein to walk, live and be led (Gal 5:183, 25) by the
Holy Spirit out of the sinful dirtiness of this world and to be prepared to live free as a child of
God (Gal 5:1).

Paul also taught the Roman Church that true sanctification can only come through the
Holy Spirit (Rom 15:16). The Romans whipped many gods and these gods had various
purposes and because of that, the people would offer up many sacrifices hoping that it would
bring them in right standing with their gods and that somehow, they could de cfean or
sanctified for the thingshat they had committed to themselves and to others around them.
Salvation is there to bring about change, but it must first start within our heart, then from there to
our mind, and finally it will change our outwar@duntenance so that others will see d@cr
witness to. Salvation is all about change and a new life, an eternal life in Christ Jesus (1 John
5:11).

Sanctification can be thought of as one cleaning their outward body but also putting on

clean clothes uterneath the full armour of God. Asive# e al ready stated, S @
ongoing process and not just something that we do once and then we are good for the rest of our
Il i ves. |l t6s somet hing that needs t csewvweearedone

soiled with a sin, and it hders our access to our Holy God. Yes, we have been sanctified by
Christ, but we need to continue to come to Christ as it were, for daily washing which can come
through prayer, readi ng oneditaBrg dvithsGodWebr1d:10; land s p
Tim4:5).

Peter also wanted the believers to know that they needed to be sanctified by the Lord God
in their hearts and the reason for that was, so they would be ready to give a defense or a
testimony on behalf of Jes@hrist (1 Pet 3:15). Again, becauseytad been sanctified in their
hearts, they would be able to speak a word of truth to their listeners; a word that would be full of
meekness because it comes from a good conscience and would bring honour andJgisug to
Christ. When we speak with thargctified heart those words become powerful to the hearer,
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because we as a channel had been made clean before God so that the Holy Spirit would be able
to flow through us and touch the lives of those around us (Roid-1@).

We need to remember thatdibes not take much to become soiled in the physical realm,
and it is the same in the spiritual realm. Throughout the day our contacts with others and the
different voices that come from the spiritual realm can taramghdirty us, therefore, we need to
keep on the full armour of God and especially the helmet of salvation because our thoughts need
to be constantly sanctified and protected by the blood of Christ Jesus (Egk0%.: e need to
get into the Word of God awuch as possible because by gettimig ithe Word it gets into us
and the Word of God is whatds going to make u
can stand before our heavenly Father. It is like the Word of God is the soap and the Hioly Spir
the person who scrubs us so thet can be made clean and sanctified before our Holy God (1
Cor 6:11).

Related Scriptures:

sanctification
| Cor 1:30;1 Thes 4:3;1 Thes 4:4;1 Pet 1:1

sanctified
Gen 2:3; Neh 3:1; Isa 5:16; John 10:36; A@8:32; Rom 15:16; 2 Tim 2:21

sanctify
Gen2:3; Ex 13:2; Ex 19:10; Ex 28:41; Lev 10:3; Lev 11:44; Lev 21:8; Lev 27:14;
Num 8:17; Num 11:18; Deut 5:12; Deut 15:19; Josh 3:5; Josh 7:13; 2 Chr 29:15; 2
Chr 30:3; Job 1:5; Isa 5:16; Isa 29:23; 1s66:17; Ezek 20:12; Joel 1:14; John
17:17; Acts 26:18; Lor 1:2; 1 Cor 6:11; 1 Cor 7:14; Eph 5:26; 1 Thes 5:23; 1 Tim
4:5; Heb 2:11; Heb 10:29

Conclusion

Salvation is the first step that all people must take if they hope to be set free from sin and
deah. This is the plan that God has made, that we musé¢or@hrist and ask for forgiveness of
sins and ask to be covered by His shed blood so that we can once again come back before the
Father clothed not in our righteousness but in the righteousnedwisf. @ is because of what
Christ has done that we chave the free gift of eternal life but there are some steps that we must
take before we can have that free gift. He freely offers it to us, but we must choose and make a
choice to take it. Moses stat these words that | believe are appropriate for usytdde states,
Abut the word is very near you, in your mouth
set before you today life and good, death and evil, in that | command you today tbdove
LORD your God, to walk in His ways, to keep His camtments, His statutes, and His
judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the LORD your God will bless you in the land
which you go to possess. But if your heart turns away so that you do mptahdaare drawn
away, and worship other gods and setliem, | announced to you today that you shall surely
perish; you shall not prolong your days in the land which you crossed over the Jordan to go in
and possess. | call heaven and earth as witnesskey tagainst you, that | have set before you
life and de#&h, blessings and cursing; therefochooselife, that both you and your descendants
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may live; that you may love the LORD your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may
cling to Him, for He $ your life and the length of your days; and that yoy ehaell in the land

which the LORD swore to your fathers(@Deut o Abr
30:1420). Moses wanted to make clear to the people that God was their leader. He is thaton

has delivered them. He is the one who has keghthnd looked after them. What He demands

from every individual person is for them to make a choice and to live by that choice. Will we
enter into a commitment, a personal commitment that we onlgleesscan do?

Then the apostle Paul brings part oégb Scripture to the Roman people so that they
would understand clearly who has come to be their Saviour, in that through His shed blood and
faith in Him one could have salvation and be saved. Paidsst b ut what does it s
is near you, in yor mouth (and in your heart that is, the word of faith which we preach): that if
you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him
from the dead, you will bsaved For with the heart one believes unto righteossneand with
the mouth confession is made usatvation € For whoever <calls on th
besaved ¢Rom 10:810, 13). We must make a choice to believe in our heart and to speak out
with our mouth a confession and testimony by which eleelse and by which we live.

Discipleship Application

In the teaching of the worshlvation we can see that it gigeus a wide breadth of ideas
that are all woven together within the word itself. We have salvation when we repent of our sin
and throughdith in Jesus Christ (Rom 11:20) and His shed blood, we can have redemption. The
man and woman of God must take thstfstep of faith (2 Cor 5:7) and obedience and place their
lives into the hands of Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. This maylilseenrsimple act,
but it is an act that requires faith and believing. It is a free choice that Christ offers é®lys fr
because of His grace, mercy and love that He has for all mankind. But it is a decision that
requires us to die to self and to ourlveihd to live for Christ and His will (John 12:24)/hen
we make a decision to become a disciple of Christ and wies®our sin and disobedience to
Him, we now accept His will for our lives (Matt 6:10), that wherever He leads us we will follow
(Mark 8:3; John 12:26; 1 Pet 2:21), whether through hardships or blessings, knowing that
because of our new personal relatlupswith Him, He gives to us power and strength through
the Holy Spirit (Rom 15:13) to live and bewiness of salvationto a lost world.

Commitment and Prayer

Dear Lord Jesus,

Thank You for coming to the earth, knowing that You would face all kinds of challenges
and disappointments, and in the end, You would face death itself. | am so grateful today for the
resurrection power that weaeive through salvation in that what isdrttvined within this is a
redemptive plan that through Your love, mercy and grace You would justify us before our
heavenly Father and clothe us with Your righteousness. That through Your plan of salvation we
couldbe delivered from all things that Satarstiaed to bind us and deceive us with. | also want
to say thank You for being a Mediator for us before the Father in heaven and from the moment
that we confessed our si ns anwalkingwth usembughy ou i n
the process of satification through which we can become cleansed, washed and made holy
before our God. | thank You that You have chosen never to leave us nor forsake us, and that if
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we would just wait upon You and hear Yourlstiinall voice and to allow Your Spirit tallfus

and empower us, we will be able to overcome the challenges that we face here on earth. We pray
that You would help us each day to put on the helmet of salvation and that You would guide our
thoughts and ans as we walk here on earth.

Your servan,

Foundational Scriptures of this Doctrine
Ps 62:71Luke 1:69; 3:6; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Rom X118 5:9; 10:910; Eph 2:8
Related Scriptures:

Saviour

2 Sam 22:3; Ps 106:21; 1sa:20; 43:3; 43:11; 45:21; 49:26; 60:16; 63X&r 14:8;
Obad 1:21; Luke 1:47; 2:11; John 4:42; Acts 5:31; 13:23; Eph 5:23; Phil 3:20; 1 Tim
4:10; 2 Tim 1:10; Tit 2:13; 2 Pet 1:1; 1 John 4:14; Jude 1:25

salvation

Gen 49:18; Ex 14:13; Ex 15:2 (Ps 118:I8g 12:2); 1 Sam 2:1; 2 Sam 22: ((52);

2 Sam 22:47 (Ps 18:46); 1 Chr 16:23 (Ps 96:2); 2 Chr 6:41;Ps 3:8; 13:5; 18:35; 20:5;
25:5; 27:1; 37:39; 40:10; 51:12; 61:10; 62:2; 62:7; 68:20; 85:7; 85:9; 98:3; 116:13;
119:155; Isa 12:2; 45:17; 49:6; 52:10; BB; Lam 3:26; Jonah 2:9; Luke 1:693@;

3:6; 19:9; Acts 4:12; 28:28; Rom 1:16; 10:10; 11:11; 13:11; 2 Cor 6:2; Eph 1:13;
6:17; Phil 2:12; 1 Thes 5:8; 5:9; 2 Thes 2:13; 2 Tim 3:15; Tit 2:11; Heb 2:3; 5:9; 1
Pet 1:5; 1:9; 2 Pet 3:1;5;Jude 1:3; Rev 7:1010219:1

save
Gen 45:7: Deut 20:4; 1 Sam 14:6; 14:23; 17:47; 2 Sam 22:4 (Ps 18:3); 2 Kin 19:19
(Isa 37:20); 1 Chr 11:14; 1 Chr 16:35 (Ps 106:47); Ps 3:7; 7:1; 20:6; 54:1; 55:16;
138:7; Prov 20:22; Isa 33:22; 59:1; Jer 15:20; 17:14; 30:10 (46:27); J&r73 Ezek
34:22; Eze 36:29; Zech 8:7; Matt 1:21; Matt 10:22 (24:13; Mark 13:13); Matt
14:30; Matt 16:25 (Mark 8:35; Luke 9:24); Matt 18:11 (Luke 19:10); Matt 19:25
(Mark 10:26; Luke 18:26); Matt 24:22 (Mark 13:20); Mark 16:16; Luke 9:56; John
3:17; 5:34; Acts 2:21 (Rom 103); 2:47; Acts 4:12; 16:31; Rom 5:10; 8:24; 10:9; 1
Cor 1:18; 1:21; 5:5; Gal 6:14; Eph 2:5; 2:8; 1 Tim 2:4; 1 Thes 2:16; 1 Tim 1:15; 2
Tim 1:9; Tit 3:5;Heb 7:25;James 1:21; 5:15; 1 Pet 4:18; Rev 21:24
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Chapter Eight
Teachings on Disgdleship

A T h e ms sdicts those Jews who believed him, if you abide in My Word, you are My

discipless ndeed. And you shall know the truth,
John 8:3132

ABy this My Father i s g;lsoyouwillibeMidscipleh at y ou
John 15:8

Aé So it was that for a whole year they a:

many people. And thdiscipleswere first calledChristiansi n A n tacis102€¢ h . 0
Introduction

When you have ade a commitment to Jesus Christ by praying and confessing your sin
and inviting Him into your heart as Lord and Savior (Rom 41@Y it is at that moment that you
have become a disciple désus Christ. At the same moment, a journey begins together with
Christ and you can then become a true servant of His. When one becomes a disciple there are
some new principles that you need to apply to your life.

You may be asking shenyqguectisomn idWhdtol d oev
some ways dinga souse iyduenave astallished the foundation and now need to
build the rest of the structure. Another example, it is like seeds that have been planted in the
garden of your heart. In der to see those seeds, mature and bear fruit, key steps nieed to
taken.

Definition

There are two words that we need to define right at the beginning. First is the word
disciples: one who is a follower, believer, supporter, devotee, student, andnarleArdisciple
is one who follows after the imparted knowleddeadeacher; disciples emulate the lifestyle of
the teacher; in the New Testament people were called by Christ to follow Him and in so doing
they became His disciples. (Both men and womenbeacalled disciples). Secondly is the word
Christian: to be Chrstlike in character and example. We must see that a disciple of Christ is
one who has shown that he is a true follower of Christ; such a person is called a Christian. A
Christian is one whalemonstrates Chridikeness in his or her daily life. The nam@Hristian”
can be applied to such a genuine follower of Christ Jesus. People will recognize the genuineness
of such a person.

Your decision to become a follower of Christ has birthed a me¢ationship and family.
It has made you what the Bible callsliaciple. The Scripture stated above that the disciple will
be known by His fruit (John 15:8). Each disciple who has given their heart to Jesus Christ will
have the fruit of the Spiritflowepn out t hrough his | ife towching
of living water (John 7:38).
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As for relationships:

Your commitment opens the door for a personal relationship / fellowship (1 John 1:7)
with Jesus Christ. He desires to be with ymery stef to walk with you through the good and
hard times of gromg and maturing. He is with you everywhere you go. Your journey can be
guided by the Word and by the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:16). The relationship is living, an intimate and
personal walk thaconnects you together with Christ and His body the church.

As a family member:

Your commitment to Christ has birthed you into a new farhily body of brothers and
sisters and people of like faith (Rom 12:4). You are not alone on this earthly joGimest. has
made you a part of His body, the church (1 Cor 1227R You are a member that is unique and
gifted for service (1 Corinthians, chapters 12 & 14). The church is a place to go for help and
encouragement and to be strengthened in your walk vhitistC

As a disciple:
Your commitment has also made you a studenClofist. This simply means that you
have decided:
To follow the teachings and ways of Jesus Christ (Matt 4:19; 16:24; Mark 8:34).
To come under His discipline and training (Prov 22:8jrh 3:15, 4:13; 2 Tim 2:15).
To take on a new lifestyle and directi¢l Cor 5:17; Eph 4:24; Col 3:10).
To die to self, giving everything to Christ (John 12:24; 1 Cor 15:31; Phil 1:21).
To serve in and on behalf of the church Christ body (John 12:26; Gal 5:13; 1 Cor 12:12
27).
1 To walk in the power of the Holy Spirit (G&:16, 25).

= =4 =4 -8 9

The disciple is no mera slave to the ruler of this world but through faith has become a
servant of Jesus Christ and because of our commitment and love for Him we now serve Him. It
is key that the disciple is aware that it is no longerrhat | i vet h; but#Hmitdos C
(John 14:19; Acts 17:28; Gal 2:20) and that we freely choose to serve Him and to commit to
doing His will for our lives here on earth. Paul tells the Ephesian church the kind of relationship
that we have with Chrign the first part of chapter 1.6 made clear to the church that they are
in Christ and that He i;» them. We become one with Him (John 17:21; Rom 12:5; Gal 3:28).
But the biggest challenges we face concerns our will, because we like to do whgotekfer
us, and to do things thatewenjoy and bring happiness. With Christ we died to ourselves,
surrendering our will to Him, but the problem is that Satan wants us to pick up our will and serve
ourselves.

In essence, we have become a child of Gaal 826). We are now a new creati@hGor
5:17). In some ways, we are like a baby that needs training and nurturing in our new faith. What
foll ows are some brief points which, i f appl
nurturing as a disciplef Jesus Christ.

Principle One: A DISCIPLE NEEDS TO DIE TO SELF

AMost assuredly, |l say to you, unl ess a gr
remains alone; but if Jothnle®4 it produces mu
AFool i sh one, whdd aloiuves odvBdi B5BB: oitt nmdi es. 0
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The key to our discipleship walk is being willing each day to die to self and to make
Christ Jesus Lord of your life. Salvation is not just firer insurance that we try to get to keep us
from going to hell. Salvatiorsidying like a seed that is plantadthe ground. The truth is the
seed dies to what it once was, but then from that seed it becomes transformed into a plant, that
has roots, a stem, leaves and eventual will bear fruit. Christ is interested in thatiweepiroit
(John 15:8, 16). We have tmake Christ Lord of all things in our lives both internally and
externally. We are dying to our will and now living according to His will and plan for our lives.

John 15:111 explains that are relationship is onébefng grafted into the vine. Christ |
the true vine and when we are grafted into Him, we become a part of who He is. His life and
Spirit are to be flowing out through us. The purpose again is to die to the worldly tree which we
were part of and graftedtino God 6 s h e a v e nHeyoes that s we valldbeasfruiCh r i s
and show that we are His (John 15:8). But we are cautioned that if we do not let Christ flow out
through us and bear fruit that bring glory to His name we will be cut off and thrawithim fire
(John 15:6).

In both exanples above there needs to be a transformation. There needs to be a new life
which is brought about by the power of the Holy Spirit. All plants need a source from without
coming to within to feed it and give it strength that it can produce fruit. That why it is so
critical to be filled with the Spirit daily. (Eph 5:18) We as disciples must die and live for Christ.
That i's what it means to be called a Christieé
Chrig Jesus whom we serve.

Principle Two: A DISCIPLE NEEDS TO BE OBEDIENT

Aé bring every t hoobgdenceofOhristpandtbeipgtraadyitot y t o t
punish alldisobediencevhen yourobediencel s f i2 ICoriettdansdlO:-%

We have been setee when waeceive Christ as Lord into our lives, but this new life is
also one that requires obedience and sacrifice. We are not under the Old Testament law but are
called to live in obedience to the commands of Christ. There are several that are key to t
disciplds daily wal k here on earth. We do these
because He first loved us and died for us and from that we give ourselves over to Him to serve as
He desires to do through us. Again, we need to reflect oh the d 6esr ptrlagt st at es
wi || be done on earth as it is in heaven. o Wi
gl ory f or e vig8).rWhat followsaaite somé of the major areas that we call to obedient
to do if we truly are a followenf ChristJesus.

Word: Is the life source and empowerment. It is the foundation that we build our lives
on. We need to study the word and not just read it. We need to get wisdom, knowledge and
understanding form it (Pro 2111). It is to be a light untour feet ad a light unto our path. (Psa
119:105). In all that we think and do it should be our total life source. When seasoned with
prayer and empowered by the Holy Spirit, through Christ has the ability to set the captive free
(John 8:3236). (Verse cocerning theword: John 8:31; 2Cor 6:7; Col 3:16; James 1:22; 1 John
2:5) (see Chapter One for more detalil.)
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Baptism: Is a testimony that we show to others about has taken place in one heart. It
shows that you died to self and are raised in the newn&srist Jess. Baptism is not salvation
but a |living testimony of that which has tak
baptized and to follow the example of Jesus Christ. We should not wait years to be baptized, the
Bible shows that we shouldgent and béaptized every one of us (Acts 2:38). A true disciple of
Christ is a baptized believer. Being immersed in the waters showing complete death and rising
up out of the waters showing to others the newness of life that now dwell within you. (Verses
concerningoaptism: Rom 6:3}; Gal 3:27; Col 2:12; see chapter 9 for more detail.)

Communion: is an event that draws us back to what Christ did on the cross for us. We
are called to do it often. There are at least two reason, one is to draw the slisaiketo lhe
basic of what our relationship is all about with Him and secondly to connect us together with
other disciples in the body of Christ. We are to remember His broken body by the breaking of
bread, and we are to remember His shed blood by dgnkom thecup. This was a time to
remind the disciple of the covenant that Christ has made between us and Him. (Ma3®6:26
Mark 14:2226; Luke 22:3220 1 Cor 10:16; 11:226) (see chapter 9 for more detail)

Fellowship: this is a time when we gatheogether wih other believers. It is also a
testimony to the lost of how Christ can bring a diverse group of people into a place of harmony
and unity under His headship. It is a time for worship, prayer and for instruction in the word. It is
a time when thegjits ofthe Hol 'y Spi rit are active in the o
serve other members in the body of Christ. There is a large trend today because of the spirit of
individualism to stay away from fellowshipping with others. But the Word cands us noto
forsake from assembling together (Heb 10:25). We need each other and where two or three are
gathered together Christ is promised to be in our midst (Matt 18:20). The way the enemy
destroys is to divide and conquer, but for the disciple Chvants toliberate and bind us
together in fellowship with Him. For togetherness is where the greats authority and power can
emanate forth. Remember greater is He that is in you then he that is in the world (1 John 4:4). An
army is only strong by comin@gether andn unity focus on the enemy in battle. (see chapter 9
for more detail.)

Proclaiming the Gospel:this is not a suggestion, but it is commanded to every follower
of Christ Jesus to do. We are commanded to go (Matt ZB)19That does not meaihnays to
same foreign country, but it does mean to our neighbours and city. People need to hear the
Gospel of Christ and how shall the hear unless we go out and tell them (RorLTIQ:1t4also
means helping those with our possession who are being dalbebfgo futher abroad to bring
the Good News to other lost people in a variety of different countries. Going does cause
chall enges, and heartaches and sometimes it w
like they persecuted Him they will pecute ugMatt 5:1011, 10:1016-26; John 15:20). There
is no greater gift can one give then to lay down his life for another (John 15:13). But remember
that we as disciples are not just to go but while we are out amongst others, we are to be making
disaples for Christ Jesus. (Matt 28:180, Mark 16:1518; Acts 1:8) (see chapter 9 for more
detail)
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Principle Three: A DISCIPLE NEEDS TO STUDY THE BIBLE

ABe diligent to present yourself approved t
ashamed, accutealy handling thevord of truth. @Timothy 2:15

Paul, a Biblical figure, told a good friend that it was important to study the Bible as it was
thewWor d of God (2 Timothy 2:15). The Bible is
sharing His hearPaul goes on to tell Timothy that because the Bible is inspired, it becomes the
basis for teaching others, for bringing about correction to our Bwes providing training in
righteousness. This creates an end goal of being adequately equipped foroexkryogk (2
Timothy 3:1617).

King David was another Biblical figure who knew the importance of studying and
meditating on the Word. He tells us thhe person who meditates (or reflects) on the Word of
God is like a tree planted by the riverside. Tiee will bear fruit and its leaves will not wither,
prospering in all that he does (Psalms-3)2Later in the 119 chapter of Psalms David tells u
that the Word is a lamp to our feet (v.105) which will help us from sinning (v.11). As we study
Scriptue, it gives light and understanding to the simple (Psalms 119:30).

Jesus proclaims Himself to be the Living Word (Johr3):1hat bridges us to tHeather
in Heaven. He taught the disciples that He is the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6). The
Word (Jesus) is what sets the captive free (John -8231As the Word becomes evident in our
|l ives peopl e wild.l s ee ¢ hpen(dobn 8:3P.rToeWioml of Gedas ar e
the Rock that we must build our lives on. All other things are aftisg sand (Matthew 7: 24
27). James exhorts us not to be hearers of the Word but doers also (James 1:22). Our faith in
Christ should lead us to aoti.

Finally, Hebrews tells us that the Word equips us for battle (Hebrews 4:12) as we are in a
spiritual war (Ephesians 6:12). The enemy wants to deceive, divide, destroy and kill, but the
Word of God helps us to ovVvEewwoismeyoutbdao mewhotise!| | s
in the worldo (1 John 4: 4).

You must daily get into the Word so that theWord can get into us.
Principle Four: A DISCIPLE NEEDS TO PRAY

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything psayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to Galppians 4:6

Prayer is simply a twavay communication beteen us and God. Relationships are built
through communicatioil both verbally and nomerbally, expressing the heart the speaker.
Prayer means seeking, asking, knocking and approaching God first (Matthew 7:7). It is the door

we enterto learnthe Fatltes wi I I f or our | ives.

Often, we don6ét know how to pray. This was
reponse was the Lor d-63. THsrpeyeeis a [jattéantof How to pray. 9
t hrough |1 i feds | our ne gachdaydo peay fora wapdtyaf thengsiboth ¢ a n
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for ourselves and for those around us. It helps us also to rememb&amhs and that it is He
whom we serve with all our heart.

Again, using King David, we see the importance of prayer. He asked theéd_gree ear
to his prayer and consider the groaning of his heart (R4@:1He stated that only God was
King and Lod. David waited eagerly to hear and watch what the Lord would say and do (Psalms
5:1-3) . Meditation was a | latrofghss medigation time fresulled ini d 6 s
hymns that are recorded for us in the book of Psalms.

Jesus set an examplé grayer for the disciples (Mark 1:35). Often when Jesus prayed,
He would bring the disciples with Him. Unfortunately, the flesh wouldetones get the better
of these men and they fell asleep (Mark 14437. We are encouraged to pray often. Paul tells
the Thessalonians church to pray without ceasing. Stated another way, we need to be praying
about all things at all times (1 Thessaloniérisy).

We also need to pray when we spe20kOuas Chr
biggest enemy in witnesgnis fear and worry, but through prayer we can be overcomers
(Philippians 4:47). Sometimes when one struggle with getting into a hahirafer, it can be
helpful to get a "prayer partner" who will walk along with you, one whom you can trust and
know thd they are there to support and encourage you just as you are for them.

Prayer i's si mply Waa Would gesus Doed WHWEJ?t Mostn i
importantly, we need to see things through the eyes of Christ. Prayer focuses us on Him, lifting
our eyeff ourselves. It helps us to view things through spiritual eyes rather than worldly eyes.
Prayer gives us renewed hope, peace and strémdgice challenges that each day may bring.

PRAYER CHANGES THINGS.
Principle Five: A DISCIPLE NEEDS TO BE DIRECT ED

But the Helper, théloly Spirit, whom the Father will send in My nanke will teachyou all
things, and bring to your remembrance thiat | said to youJohn 14:26

When Jesus left this earth, He told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem anéhtprbger
until the coming of the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:12; 2:14). Jesus said that unless He
went back to heaven, the Holy Spicould not come (John 14:4®). The Holy Spirit is our
comforter, teacher and one who would empower us to onerdbe strongholds of this world.
He gives us hope, something that much of the world has lost (Romans 15:13).

The key t o tkietoabk Ghast tp fill @sdwsth HisaHoly Spirit. It is what
connects us to the rest of the body and aids imonistry with one other. Paul tells the Ephesian
di sciples to pray for the Holy Spiriikefuelo f i ||
in a vehiclei when used, it needs replacing or it would soon run out.

One purpose of the Holy Spirit is empower us for service (Acts 1: 8, Ephesians 4:12).

As well, the Holy Spirit guides us on our journey. He is our direct lifeline to Clmib is the one
that keeps us connected to the family of God.
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Principle Six: A DISCIPLE NEEDS TO BE CALLED

Therebre, We AreAmbassadorsfor Christ, as though God were making an appeal
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to Goglinthians 5:20

It is important that we do not see ministry as a bunch of little departments but one big
picture, where the disciples of Christ have a common call, purpose and goal. We need to see this
Gospel of Jesus Christ to be communicated to alplgethroughout the whole world. The key is
to see the big picture of the Bible and its Author, God Almighho has commissioned His
church to go forth and minister to others for His glory.

Step One: CALLED TO BE A DISCIPLE / AMBASSADOR FOR CHRIST

It is very important that we understand who we are in Christ. We must receive Him into
our lives before we can dorth and give Him out to others. Paul tells us that as disciples we are
called to be ambassadors of reconciliatibrCorinthians 5:20; Ephesiargs19-20). We need to
be going forth in a strange land representing our King Jesus Christ to a people wimotma
understand or know the importance of what Christ has done for them. We need to help people to
be reconciled back into a personal relationstiigh God.

Step Two: CALLED TO BE A SENT ONE FOR CHRIST

| Who is Involved in MISSIONS - Going  Matthew 28:19-20

We are called to be a witness for Christ. This can be abroad or locally, but we are all to be
involved. The great comission commands us to be active partakers.

First: we are tocometo Christ. He calls us to be followers of Him.

Second:we should seek God in prayer where we should be going. He desires to
sendus out into His harvest field.

Thirdly: we then need to be wilig togo. Nothing will take place and we will not
see aw fruit from our lives if we do not take a step of faith ayad

Fourthly: then as God gives us a harvest of people, we need to train and mentor
them as disciples of Christ.

I Who is involved in EVANGELISM - OutreachMark 16:15

We are to bewitnesses to others both in word and deed. We may not all be gifted as
Evangelists, but Paul tells Timothy to do the work of evangelist as he serves His Lord (2 Tim
4:5). We are to be proclaimersthie Good News of Jesus Christ. The Good News consid€ of
major points. When combined, these set the captives free from the bondage of sin and death and
bring life to all who will receive Christ Jesus as Savoir and Lord. They are about Jesus,
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1. Living Word
2. Birth

3. Live

4. Death

5. Resurrection
6. Ascension
7. Holy Spirit
8. Church

9. Second Coming
10. Heaven

[l 'Who is involved in DISCIPLE SHIP - Making [l Timothy 2:2 & 15

We need to realize that as a disciple of Christ we have a great opportunity to influence all
kinds of people around us each day. We are all learners, but we are also all teachers in some
form or another. We aralled to trean and equip others for Christ whether that is just our spouse,
children, neighbor or others that live a street or two away from us.

There are four key areas concerning this type of ministry.
- First, is the need farnderstanding.  Neh. 8:112

- Second, igo practice. Phil. 4:9
- Thirdly, having a heart teerveothers. Rom. 12:1012
- Fourthly, we need tmentor others. 1l Tim 2:2

Step Three: CALLED TO BE PART OF THE CHURCH / CHRIST BODY

Church Planting

The word chured wtomean 0,r fbeedlolngi ng to the Lc
Body of Christ. We are His hands and feet here on earth. We commit ourselves to serve Him not
in our strength but through the power of the Holy Spirit. The coming together of the disciples is
what m&es a ocal church. The building that we assemble in, is to be known as the House of
Prayer; a place where the body can minister to itself and to others. It is to be a place for
fellowship and communion. The church is a place for equipping and trainihgodaerand for
using our spiritual gifts (Rom. 12&). The church gathering is the place where we prepare
ourselves to be sent out into a lost world that we too once lived in and were a part of. We go as
His shining Light.

Disciples are followers of Chat Jesis people coming together which creates a church.
Here are some thought concerning the purpose and goal of a local church should be.

The Church isa Body of People called out by Christ.

The Church isa place of safety and refuge.

The Church isa place tdearn, grow and mature in Christ.

The Church isa place of fellowship, worship and communion.

The Church isthe incubator that births forth and equip disciples, who will go forth and
plant new churches.
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The Church isthe channel that God uses foe tHoly Spirit to fill, flow through and
empower the disciple of Christ.

New churchesar e t he Afirst fruito that comes out
discipleship, when being done in a local community for Cheastid and sponsored by a body of
praying and committed believers desiring to fulfill the call of the great commission (Matt-28:19
20).

Key verses: Acts 11:122; Col. 1:1820

Step Four: CALLED TO BE SERVANT/ LEADERS

One of the main purposes$ the church is to train and @igp people for service. The church
is always in need of people to become leaders for Jesus Christ. Two things that come from
servant/ leadership equipping and training are:
- laborers to bring in the harvest.
- leaders whaan give instruction and mentothers.

Leaders are people who pray, study and make sure that they are full of the Holy Spirit
before they train and serve others. Leaders need to strive for quality not quantity. Their goal is to
raise up more driples so that they can go oudaestablish new disciples and churches.

Key verses:Romans 12:1013; John 12:2426

Being a disciple /ambassador of Christ should be one who is completely sold out for Christ
in all that he / she says and doebeTruit that others should seethat we are connected to the
bigger picture of mission, evangelism and discipleship. Our goal is to see churches and servant
leadership established all over our community, country and the world. Amen

Principle Seven: A DISCIPLE NEEDS TO HAVE FELLOWSHIP

AWhat we have seen and heard we prfedoevdhipi m t o

with us; and indeed ouellowshipi s wi t h the Father, an@ with
1:3

Another important point to remember is that man and woman wezateck for
fellowship. We are not called to walk alone or to be an island unto ourselves. As a disciple of
Christ, we becamegnt of His worldwide Church. He is our head and we are the various
members of His body (1 Corinthians 12:22).

The church is wére we worship, have communion (1 Cor 11223 and give of our
possessions. It is also a place where we can give of ows$etug talents, gifts and service (1
Cor 12:131). We become built up and encouraged in church as well as become connected into
smaller house fellowships. The early church went from house to house having communion,
teaching Godos wo rtameatthd needs of dthiens Acts28ig et her
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Fellowship is at the heart of God and is birthed from love (Rom-13;8 John 4:8).
We are His children and He desire to care for and fellowship with us. John tells us that
fellowship is an important parf cleansing our hearts (1 John 178

Finally, we should not forsake the assembling together as we often lose out on what God
desires to do through our lives (Hebrews 1025). Fellowship is what binds us together as a
body of believers.

Principle Eight: A DISCIPLE NEEDS TO TESTIFY

1]

T h e ytestifieddnd preached the word of the Lord Acts 8:25
A As h a me testimdnyoftolrle o r 21Tém 1:8

A A n d tegtirhomayis this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Sex.
5:11

The most powerful weapon you have against the enemy of this world is your testimony.
A testimony is witnessing on what Christ Jebas done personally in your life. It is twofold:
first, testimony is something you give through words and second (and wmwstfplly), it is
seen through your actions. Actions speak louder than words.

The power of a testimony can be seen when we stibdywoman at the well. After
speaking with Jesus, she went back and told the people in her village what He had dartkand
They came to see this man and soon after Jesus shared with them, they became believers (John
4:7-38).

Let us look at another tgpof testimonyi baptism. Baptism allows others to see the
change in your belief§ making Christ Lord and turning youife completely over to Him
(Romans 6:47, Colossians 2:12). This is one of the first things every disciple should do.

Paul tells Tims¢hy not to be ashamed of his testimony (2 Timothy 1:8). It is unique to us
and different from those around us. We dokhatow how our testimony car
and we must purpose to share it. If we do not, how will people know about Jesus i@hvisted
He desires to do in their lives (Romans 1015)?

There are all kinds of testimonies that one can give andusamethods in sharing it.
You can share through song, poetry or reading a Scripture passage that has special meaning for
you.Paultet i fi es to the Ephesians believers of Goc¢

You do not have to fear sharimgth others. Jesus said that in time of need, God will give
the words to speak (Matthew 10:29). We should always be ready to givesatimony of the
hope that is within us (1 Peter 3:186). The Scripture tells us that if we believe in the Son of
God, we have a testimony and that testimony is one of eternal life (1 Joti2p:9
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Principle Nine: A DISCIPLE NEEDS TO BE DISCIPLINED

A Tus you are to know in your heart that the LORD your Goddissplining you just as a
man disciplines his son. Therefore, you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your
God, to walk in Hi Buweowayyss and to fear Hi m. o

A good analogy ahdg discipline is planting a gardanthere is much work and effort that
you must daily put into it to obtain the fruit of your labors at harvest season. John tells us that we
are like a branch on a vine that needs to be pruned and nurtured. In duewith@yatduce fruit
(John 15:111). To become mature takes time (Hebrews 6:1), much effort and discipline in your
life. You are not alone as the Holy Spirit guides you through the valleys and hilltops that will
come your way. We are at first like babidsertlittle children, youth and finally adults. This
maturing comes by feeding on the Word of God daily (1 Peter 2:2). We need to grow and
develop to reach the goal that Christ has to make us more like Him (Ephesians 4:16).

The Word of God gives to us #éasdard to live by. There needs to be a willingness to
take off the old self and become clothed with the newness of Christ (Colossiabhg &ritl
Ephesians 4:1382). This requires discipline, but through prayeu can overcome andchange
will take place(1John 4:4).

There is a measuring stick that we can use to tell whether we are growing. First, do we
see fruit from our lives? Second, what kind of fruit is it? Jesus says we will be known by our
fruit (Matthew 7:20). Paul also says that the way welgaow whether we have the fruit of the
Spirit is by watching how we relate to others. Do we have love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and-®itrol flowing through the things we say and do
(Galatians 5:2223)7?

Discipline also helps us to recognize the difference between the things of the world and
the things of God (John 15:8). It helps us to differentiate between truth and falsehood as well as
the distinction between life and death (2 Peter-3:98

Finally, disciplne is a part of the character of God. He tells us that He disciplines those
whom He loves (Deuteronomy 8:5). The process of discipline is not easy but those who labor
will see and commit to the ministry of the Holy Spirit who is our tegctiere will begreat
rewards both in the present time and in the future (1 Corinthians 9:27, Colossians 2:5, 1 Timothy
4:8).

Principle Ten: A DISCIPLE NEEDS TO BE AN EVANGELIST

AHe who goes to and f r ceegdwsbal mdeedgomagaia withyai n g
shout of joy, bringing his sheaves with hisgaim 126:6

We are to be like farmers who have been given precious seed (Psalms 126:6). Seed does
not produce a harvest until it has been planted. Likewise, we must be willing to spread seed for
planting. Havingreceived, we now need to give. But Paul also warns us that we need to be wise

as good seed planters, because there is both good seed and bad seed and that whatever we sow

we will reap (Gal 6:).
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God is a giving God. He bestows muchutofrom His hedrof love and desires that we
would go and freely give to others (Matthew 10:8). God wants vessels that He can use to touch
people with His love and mercy. He has placed within us a treasure that needs to be shared with
others (1 Corinthias 4:7).

Paul ells Timothy to do the work of an evangelist (2 Timothy 4.5), taking the Good
News of Jesus Christ and broadcasting it to others. This does not mean that we are all
evangelists, preachers or teachers. It indicates our need to tell pbopteoar faith inChrist.
We all have different abilities and gifting. The key is to take that which we have been given and
pour it out to others (1 Corinthians 3:6).

As an example, we are likened to water in a well. When the water is used it will remain
fresh and aliveAs it sits, it becomes stagnant and eventually dries up. Christ wants us to have
living water flowing from your heart to others (John 4:10, 14). Jesus states that if we give a cup
of cold water in His name, we will receive a blessing (haw 10:43, Marl9:41).

I n Hi s | ast few hours on =earth, Jesus
commi ssi ono. This is a command to -80pMagknd m
16:1518). The Good News must be proclaimed throughout allahi.eAs discipleof Christ we
have been entrusted with this responsibility to be a disciple / evangelist.

Principle Eleven: A DISCIPLE NEEDS TO HAVE ON WHOLE ARMOUR OF GOD

AFinally, be strong in the L othawhaeadnourof t he
I | e

Godso that you wil be ab
Ephesians 6:101

There is one other area that we need to be committed to wbeméts to the teaching of
discipleship. We often forget that we are in a spiritual batldoatte not only for our own lives
but for those lives around about us. We always need to be equipped and ready. Paul tells the
Ephesian church that they are tot mun the full armour of God both for protection and for
fighting against the enemies of God in gprit realm (Eph 6:11).

We have a real enemy who desires to destroy us both as individuals and as a church. He
wants to bring division amongst us as di¢es and as nations and people groups. Satan and his
demons are there to afflict and injure whexepossible. Therefore, Christ through Paul, by the
power of the Holy Spirit tells us that if we are going to stand against our enemy, we must put on
the fullarmour of God (Eph 6:1Q0).

There are six key pieces to this armour, and we will lay thenb@loiv here in a chart
form to help us to see what the piece is, what its purpose is, and how it protects us.

Belt With truth Protects your reproductive area
Breastplate Of righteousness Protects your heart and vital organs
Shoes Preparation of the gpsl  Protects your feet
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of peace
Helmet Of salvation Protects your thoughts
Shield Of faith Protects you from the fiery darts of the enemy
Sword Word of God Protects you and empowers you for battle.

Again, the disciple must keep in his mind eacly tteat he or she is in a real battle; a
battle that affects our thinking and our attitude, affects how we feel in our heart and can even
affect ourphysical bodies. The full armour of God is something that the disciple must put on
each day if he hopes tor&rcome the enemy of his soul. The enemy is always looking for the
weakest point both in our own lives and in the body of Christ, and when heaHatdsoint that
is where he will attack and try to divide and destroy wherever he can.

Principle Twelve: A DISCIPLES IS A COMMISSION SERVANT LEADER

"Not that we ar@dequatean ourselves to consider anything @emingfrom ourselves, but our
adequacyis from God, who also made adequateasservantsof a new covenant, not of the
letter but of the Spirit; fothe letter kills, but th&pirit gives lifé'. i1 Corinthians 3:56

You cannot be a servant leader for Chiissus without excepting the call to go out and
make disciples. Leadership is a position of influence. A servant leader influence other to come
ard except Christ as their personal Saviour, but to also influence people to be a follower of
Christ in all thatthey say and do. The great commission challenges us to be a disciple maker
(Matt 28:1920), but this requires us to be a servant leader. We leuouskelves before Christ
(James 4:10) and then allow His Holy Spirit to flow through us to touch and challetiges to
make a choice, an eternal choice.

As the verse states, our adequacy as a servant leader is not in our selves but comes
through Godvho empowers us for service by His Holy Spirit. We need to lay down our lives at
the cross (Matt 10:389) anddie to self (John 12:24) and let Christ though the Holy Spirit make
us into a new creation (2 Cor 5:17). We are to be a servant leadershipawticgsong in faith,
doing things not through our ability but through His ability (1 Pet 4:11). To believeHthat
able to do all things through us (2 Tim 1:12).

As a believer in Christ we need to rise up and take on the role of servant leadership unde
the headship of Jesus Christ. To work together with His church and the gifting of others to help
equip peoplen the church (2 Tim 3:17) and to bring in the harvest which is ripe (Maat38B5
for Godbés gl ory. Somet i me sot reabzingulaat God haw alrdadya r a
commanded us to go out and to serve and lead others into a deeper fellaméshvalk with
Christ Jesus (John 12:26; 1 Pet 2:21). We do not have to keep asking we just have to get doing.

Conclusion

It is important thatve understand that God has commanded us and commissioned us not
only to become disciples, but to go out and make disciples of others (MattZB:18e has
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given us His Word, His commitment and power so that we are able to go ontauststrength

but in His strength, again not in our ability but in His ability. We are on a journey that needs to
reflect to others that we are Christians (Act
there is to know! Making mistakes andlifad) are all part fothe course. Get up, keep moving

and grow in Christ. As you do you will begin to see the evidence of fruit. Above all else, the key

to our discipleship walk is keepir@hrist LORD of our lives in all that is said and done (Eph

6:17; 2Thes 3:3).

Christ cesires to shepherd you as one of His sheep. He knows how to care for and love
you through every circumstance. He will guide you every step of the way. Call out His name and
He will answer you (John 10:11, 14). Remember that Christdtas race before us.is up to us
to run or not. There will be many temptations and obstacles in your way. You must keep focused
and stay close to the heart of God. As you do, you will complete the race and a great reward will
be awaiting you (Hebrews2i1-2, 1 Corinthian®:24-26, 1 Timothy 2:5).

Our prayer is that as you follow these discipleship principles, we believe that you will in
turn have a very productive and fruitful life with Jesus Christ.

Discipleship Application

Being adisciple of Christ is not an easythaay to walk. The purpose of discipleship is
to get one ready to go to heaven and to be a member of a heavenly kingdom that is prepared for
us by Jesus Christ. Even when Jesus walked here on earth many of the dmemuashard to
understand His pabées and teachings; the 12 disciples themselves often asked questions of

Jesus about wha't He meant ( Matt 13:10) . It
understand, and then only after Christ had briefed thearbaptized them with the power biet
Holy Spirit. It was sad to say that in Christ

disciples but after they heard the strong teachings of Jesus, decided not to follow Him anymore
(John 6:66). In a way ven today there are many people vatarted off well and even began the

race with good intentions for Jesus Christ, but as time went by they lost their first love in their
hearts (Rev 2:4) and become weary and soon they are not following any more cifie ohigst

pace himself and not gehtangled with the things of this world, but to make sure that they stay
close to the heart of God and to His will for their lives (Heb 13:1

Disciples
NfnBe Forward Focusedo
Keep looking and walking forward with God
Keep focusingon God and His Kingdm.
Keep to the call and giftings you been given from God.

Commitment and Prayer

Dear Lord Jesus,

Thank You for calling me to be Your disciple. | desire to follow You, wherever You lead me. |
pray that You will open mheart up to hear Your still smalbice. Lord | need to see and hear
both from Your Word and from the Holy Spirit. Jesus, | also ask that You help me to walk in
Your power and strength and that my will would submit to Your will. | pray that we will e ab
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to walk this journey, that You ka for me, with much wisdom, power and understanding. |
desire to serve Your and Your body of believers in the years to come. Help me Lord to truly be
Your disciple, so that when others look at me, they will see that a £hristian and a follower

of Jess Christ, who walks in Your ways and in Your truth.

Thank You for all your help and love.

Your servant in Christ,

Foundational Scriptures of this Doctrine
Matt 28:1920; Mark16:1516; Luke 24: 4449; John 20:21; Acts 1:8

Related Scriptures:
Isa 8:16; Matt 10:24; Matt 8:23; Matt 10:1 (Luke 9:1); Matt 11:2 (Luke 7:19); Matt 14:19
(Mark 6:41; Luke 9:16; John 6:11); Matt 28:7 (Mark 16:7); Mark 9:31; Luke 6:13; Luke
11:1; Luke #:26; Luke 14:33; John 1:37; John 13:5; John 833®hn 15:8; Acts 6:1;
Acts 9:25; Acts 13:52; Acts 20:7; Acts 21:4
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Chapter Nine

Teachings on the Church

Those who believed what Peter said weaptizedand added to thehurch that day

about 3,000 in allAll the believers devotedehms e | v e s t deadhihgeandag ost | e
fellowship,and to sharing in meals (including theo r d 0 s ), &d toppager. A deep

sense of awe came over them all, and {hesties performed many miraculous signs and
wonders. And all the believers meigether in one place andhared everything they

had.They sold their property and possessions ahdred the money with those in
need.They worshipedtogether at the Temple daaay, met in homes for tHeor d 6 s
Supper andsharedtheir meals with great joyrad generosity all the whilpraising God

and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their
fellowshipthose who were being savestts 2:4147 (NLT)

So thechurch throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed pdsag built
up; and going on in thdear of the Lord and in the comfort of thdoly Spirit, it
continued to increasects 9:31

Introduction:

The first day we became a disciple of Christ was also the first day we became part of
His body the church. The two go hand in hand. He is the head and we are His body (1Cor
12:27). We become connected as brothers and sisters in the Lord. We are a family that has one
common goal and that is to proclaim and glorify our Lord Jesus Christ in all that we say. and do
We are His children (1 John 3:2) and through the ministry of the church which was birthed by
the Holy Spirit He cares for us and meets the needs that we face each day. His church is our
place of sanctuary and peace. It is a place where we can be baittd@mcouraged. It is the
place that God has created for us to grow and mature in so that we can produce fruit that will last
( Rom 7: 4). It is a place where we should be
on earth. This is what we haleencalled to be a part of Christ's body His church.

Definitions:

There are three words that we shall define. The firsthisrch: called out ones;
belonging to the Lord; the Body of Christ. Synonyms: assembly, gathering. The sebody:is
the man part of something; the trunk or main mass of an organigmoi$/ms:figure, form,
shape, association, collection, company, corporation. The third wdreaid scull, top, start,
leader, the thinking part of the physical bo8ynonymschief, director, leder, president.

Christ breathed forth the church as His body so that it may minister to its members and to
reach out and give hope and encouragement tistaworld. Christ describes the church as a
body, bride and building. The reason for these word fites is to help the disciple to
understand how we are albnnected togetheras a unit. There are individual pieces, but all the
pieces have a relationship each other. Christ is the head of the body and the body shows us the
difference and the uniquese of how we all come together and minister to each other. Plus, we
also have a purpose to fulfill as a group of believers. This discipleship step isus detrly
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connected to who Christ is and how with our gifts we can minister, and build up each oth
When Christ ascended on high, the church came alive and the Father sent the Holy Spirit to
anoint and empower the disciples for service (Eph 6:7; Phil)2:

The Bible is full of illustrations showing what God wants us to understand about the
importance of Scripture for the disciple. Take time to look up in the Scripture these biographies
and reflect on how God called these people to be His vesselsritices Notice how God calls
everyday people to Himself and anoints them for service, both fdrathe ministry and for His
Kingdom.

Peter: His heart and desire was goound the church in truth and doctrine. He knew that the
church can only be as strorg what they believed in and what they understood about who
Christ is. He knew that we as indivialuand we as a church were ojoarney of growing and
learning. There would be a maturing process that would have to take place. In his later life he
wantedpeople to know the truth of the grace of God. (I Peter 5:12). He used a lot of word
pictures to sbw that we are a spiritual house and are a chosen generation of Christ. He also
warns the church of coming challenges and problems both from within anditvitho

James:His words to the church were oneshoimility and prayer . James knew that the disciple

and the church would undergo hardships and trials, but he wanted his readers to remain true to
Christ, to serve with all their hearts and have faith that Kmdvs all their needs. He taught the
disciple and the church about being listeners and doersf abbwshowing favoritism, about
needing to control the use of our tongue, and watching out concerning worldliness; all important
truths that if heeded will ake the church strong and a powerful testimony for Christ Jesus.

John: His heart was one of lovéle encouraged the church not only to know Christ's love but
also toflow and walk in the love of Christ each day. He knew that the disciple was to be an
extension of Christ's love to a lost world and that the only way that people would see and
understand wo Christ is would be through the disciple and the church. He wanted the disciple to
be complete and whole in Christ's love because when we live in HisHeve is much joy.
Christ was total love and John wanted the light of that love of Christ to shirterough every
disciple. The church was to be a lighthouse of faith, hope and love.

Paul: His burden for the church was to see it established in the gfagur Lord Jesus Christ.

The disciple would understamgtace and righteousnesand they would tde clothed in Christ

in all that they say and do. He knew that the church would only be strong if it would remain and
walk in the power and the anointingtbie Holy Spirit. He also taught that it must work together

in unity and harmony through the gitfsat God would give to thdisciples. His hope was that

we would understand that Christ is the head and we are His body. We are Hs be
ambassadors to a lst world and to be Christ's ministers of reconciliation ( 2 Cor 5:20).

All these people had a biggart for the church and clearly understood how Christ through
the Holy Spirit, would spread the Gospel throughout the world. The church is the channel that
God has chosen to limit Himself to work and walk through. This is His Way, this is His Truth
and this is how He extends Life to us and to others (John 14:6).
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The Bible gives us other kinds of descriptive words when it comes to describing the
church:

Body: The body is the best picture of how the disciple of Christ works and grows in
Christ. It is mae up ofmany membersand each member, large or small, haslable part
and function to play. Unity and harmony between the parts gives it strength and stability to
exist and work. If we try to live outside of the body, we will find ourselves lifeladsnathout
power. All the parts working together are what gives the body life. It has beethaiaide body
of Christ is Christés hands and feet here on
so that not only can we come together as a thumgt that we can be filled with the fruit of the
Spirit which is the foundation to the gifb$ the Spirit that God gives as He sees fit to the various
parts of the body. The body is equipped by the Holy Spirit so that we may do the works of
service.

Related Scriptures:
that ye present younodiesa living sacrificeRom 12:1
being many, are orfgody in ChristRom 12:5
not that youtbodiesare members of Christ?Cor 6:15
one body, being many, are obedy 1 Cor 12:12
now ye are théody of Christ and rembersl Cor 12:27
there is ondody and one SpiriEph 4:4
as Christ €& and IbadyHps528he Saviour of
and He is the head of thedy Col 1:18

Bride of Christ: This body is also pictured in Scriptures as the bride of Christ. We are
called tocome intoa deep relationship with Him The believers of Cist have been betrothed
to one day become the bride of Christ. There is a wonderful day coming when all the battles,
sickness and struggles wil/l b e o voethe heawemyd we \
Father. In the book of Revelation, it giviesus a beautiful picture of the marriage supper of the
Lamb. We are told that His bride is one that has been washed in the blood of the Lamb and is
without spot or wrinkle; it is a glorious clalr that will bring much praise to God the Father.

Related Sriptures:
that | may present you ahaste virgin to Christ2 Cor 11:2
for themarriage of the Lambis comeRev 19:7
Blessedarethey which are called unto timearriage supperof the Lamb.
Rev 19:9
prepared as bride adorned for heRev 21:2

Temple of Christ: Another illustration that is used in the Bible is that we are the temple
of Christ and adlis temple we are to be clean and holy before HimFor He cannot dwell
where sin dwells and #t is why we need to be washed by the blood of thebLand to put on
His righteousness so that we may enter the holy of holies where we can have a personal
fellowship with Jesus Christ. We are not only to be individual temples in which Christ through
the Holy Spirit dwells, but as believers we also can caagether as a body which makes up a
large church or temple of believers where His presence dwells with us as a group.
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Related Scriptures:
know ye not that ye are themple of God1 Cor 3:16
for thetemple of God is holy, whichempleye arel Cor 3:17
ye not that your body is theemple of 1 Cor 6:19
for ye are theaemple of the living God2 Cor 6:16
framed together growth unto a hagmplein Eph 2:21

Building of Christ: We are also known as a kdihg where we come together and are
form into a struatre. The building is being fitted together where Christ is the Chief Corner
Stone. Because He is thead stone of the corner, this is where all the rest of the building gets
lined up to. We become fat together with Him, for He is the master builder.

Related Scriptures:
is become the healone of the cornerPs 118:22
a tried stone, a preciogsrner stonelsa 28:16
same is become thmead of the cornerMatt 21:42
is become théead of the cornerMark 12:10
Has become thehief cornerstoneLuke 20:17
which is become thbead of the cornerActs 4:11
himself being thehief corner stoneEph 2:20
| lay in Zion achief corner stonel Pet 2:6

Principle One: FOCUSES ON THE TRIUNE GOD

AHe ar oThe UIORD aur€dd, the LORDisond 06 Deut 6: 4
AFor there are three FahearttheWemd andtheHdlyness i n
Spirit; and these threeaome. 06 1 John 5: 7

God is one God (Deut 6:4; John 10:30). We often like to divide up the aspetts a
ministry of God into three major compartnignforgetting or not connecting that in all things
there is only One God (1 Tom 1:5). Yes, we have the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and they also
carry with them many descriptive titles but still function ae@upreme Being, Creator of all
heavenandearh. You candét pray to one without the o
just by one without the others being involved. When God walked with Adam and Eve in the
coolness of the daey GoGen 3Re8ne mbka wes ate@n mad e
God (Gen 1:26). Yes, each part of the God head has a different function, but they are
interconnected together as One in unity and harmony; In all knowledge, power and ever
presence.

The church must see, cominicate, study and worship God as Odéen, we do divide
up the God head in three different parts because it makes it easier for us to understand whom we
serve and worship. And yes, they do function clearly in different types of ministry to the people.
This helps us in our meditation and helps connect more personally as our Father, Redeemer,
Deliver, Empowerer, Teacher and Comforter.
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The Father: is pictured for us by Jesus as the Vine Dresser in John 15, who cares for the
vine. He prunes branches gwt they can bear more fruit. He engra wide branches into the
vine which is Jesus Christ. He also removes branches that do not bear fruit and gathers them into
a pile and burns them. But even in this picture we have the Father, the Son and tharii@ly Sp
working together to produce fty(John 15:115).

He is also pictured as the elderly one full of wisdom, grace and mercy who has children
and cares and disciplines them because He loves them. He can also be pictured as the father in
the parable Aoutthe prodigal son who leaves, buteoday returns back into the loving arms of
his father. This father keeps looking for the return of His children, and when they do come back
He restores them as a beloved son (Luke 132)1

Related Scriptures:
hear,ye children, the instruction offather Prov 4:1
thou, O LORD, art ouFather, our Redeemdsa 63:16
but now, O LORD, thou art odtather Isa 64:8
glorify your Father which is in heaveiMatt 5:16
your Father knoweth what things ye have needuxitt 6:8
our Father which art in heaveMatt 6:9 (Luke 11:2)
| and myFather are oneJohn 10:30
Shall worship thd-ather in spirit and in truthJohn 4:23
That | am in théd=ather and theFather in me?John 14:10
Ask of the Father in my name, he may givdohn 1516
But to us there is but one God, Thather 1 Cor 8:6
One God andFather of all, who is above akEph 4:6
he hath both th&ather and the Soi2 John 1:9

(See Chapter 2 for more in depth information.)

The Christ: is pictured as the Redeemer (Gal 3;18¢ Lamb who shed His blood for
the remission of our sins (Mark 1:4; Acts 2:38). The deliver who came to set the captive free. He
is also thenead the Church Paul taught this to the Ephesians church. HesfatAnd He put a3
things under His feet, arghve Him to béeadover all things to thehurch, which is Hisbody,
the fullness of @hesamiz22ho fill s all in all o

It is sometimes hard to understand how Christ can be the head of thk wlingic there
are so many groups and denomioasi around the world. Christ is not the head of a religion, and

the church is not a bunch of buildings, but i
have taken Christ into their heart as therspeal Lord and Saviour (Rom 1019; 1 Cor 1212-
27). When one does that, we become part of Ch

we are His body parts. The head is the top, starting point, the leader, the chief, the thinking part
of the phygal and spiritual bodyThe disciples repregnt Jesus Christ here on earth and as

His body. He empowers us with his Holy Spirit so that we may be able to serve Him and
glorify His name. By the power of the Holy Spirit He is able to give direction eveomant of

the day to every part of the body the is head of.
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Related Scriptures:
And one Lord Jesus Christl Cor 8:6
that theheadof every man is Christ Cor 11:3
be theheadover all things to the churdéph 1:22
in all things, which is thbead even ChrisEph 4:15
as Christ is thé@eadof the churcheph 5:23
he is theheadof the body, the churcGol 1:18
is theheadof all principality and powe€ol 2:10
theFather has sent th&onas Savior of the worldJohn 4:14
he hath both thEather and theSon2 John 1:9

(See Chapter 3 for more depth information.)

The Holy Spirit: is pictured as our teacher, comforter and empowerer (Luke 12:12; John
14:26; Actsl:8). He has been sentthg Father to dwell within us. This could only happen
because Christ was willing to die on the Cross for aws.sChrist made it possible that the Holy
God through the righteousness of Christ is able to come into our lives. We are not a temple made
by eathly hands where animal blood was shed, but we are a temple created by the anointing
power of the Holy Spirithrough Jesus Christ because of His once and for all sacrifice (1 Cor
6:19).

Jesus prophesied that after He returned to heaven, the discipéetoweit in Jerusalem
and that the prophetic word of Joel was so going to be fulfilled (Joel 2:28). TheSHoly
would be sent to empower them directly with God from on High. The power, authority and
presence of God was going to be placed inside lus.fife and anointing would empower us for
service. The Holy Spirit would fill us with fruit (Gal 5:223) andgive us gifts so that we can
serve those within the church and without, in a lost world (Cor 412, 114:125); A world that
needed to hear abbilhe Good News of Jesus Christ.

Related Scriptures:
But ye shall be baptized with thély Ghost Acts 1:5
And they were all filled with theloly Ghost Acts 2:4 (4:31)
Ye shall receive the gift of thdoly Ghost Acts 2:38
the promise of théloly Spirit Acts 2:33
be baptized with theloly Spirit Acts 11:16
through the power of thdoly Spirit Rom 15:13
your bodyis the temple of theloly Spirit which1 Cor 6:19
we both have access bye Spirit to the Father Eph 2:18
be filled with theSpirit Eph 5:18
who hath also given unto us hi®ly Spirit 1 Thes 4:8
theHoly Spirit which dwell in u2 Tim 1:14

(See Chapr 4 for more in depth information.)
When it comes to the church which is universa struggleas discipleso see how it can
possibly work and be connected together, but we need to see the bigger picture. God can not be

put into a box, but He is all iall, fulfilling His Divine will, purpose and goal here on earth,
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something Héhas chosen to do through His children. His greatest desire is to welcome us home
as His child, a joint heir to Him and His kingdom (Rom 8:17).

Principle Two: FOCUSES ON REPENTANCE LEADING TO SALVATION

The Disciple is to be an ambassadorexfonciliation to a lost world (2 Cor 5:24); To
bring a message of hope and grace. The first key step of the church is to bring people to the place
of a personal relationship with God (&2:1439). This comes by repentance and confessing our
sins (Rom10:9-10). Christ brought the gift of salvation to the earth so man could through faith
be redeemed (Rom 3:24; | Cor 1:30; Gal 3:13; Heb 9:12).

The churchds pur po soéredensptiob to thérlost worldlared a place h a n n
where the disciple cagrow through sanctification (Acts 2:44¥) and working together with one
another as a body of believers, ministering to each other with the gifts that God has given (I Cor
12:1-31). We areon a journey of growth that leads to producing fruit that wilt lasf or Go d 6 s
glory (John 15:8).

Man and woman fell from grace and the presence of God because of disobedience which
is sin (Gen 3:224). Therefore, we need to realize that from the momebirthf man has entered
the world of trespasses and sin (Eph ZThis is what Jesus was trying to explain to the Pharisee
named Nikodemus (John 3211) We are sinners that need forgiveness (Acts 3:38, 26:18, Eph
1:7; Col 2. 13, 1 Jnesk was as:dity rags (Ma 6vib)s Becausg of birg weu s
could no lomger have a personal life with God that was free from sin (RomB3)12We need to
be washed by the blood of the Lamb (1 Cor 6:11). Christ died on the cross so that we could once
again entemto the very presence of God (Luke 23:45).

The church needs o out and call people unto repentance (Matt 2809Mark 16:15
18). We need to testify and to tell people that God is a God of mercy (Ps 103:8; Eph 2:4) and that
because of that love Heerst His Son to pay the price which was required for our sins (John
3:16). Jesus came to take away the sins of the world (John 1:20).

The church should never forget its prime directive and that is to bring hope, mercy, grace
and the love of Godtoalo#t,t er nal ly dead world (Acts 16:17)
to live and die here on earth was to make a way of escape for the sinner (I Cor 10:13). The
churches need to trumpet with one voice that the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
(Rom 6:23).

We also need to warn people that this Jesus Christhelsame our sacrificial Lamb is
going to come back again as King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev 19:16) to bring judgement to
the earth. All will be judged, and those people (family, neigins) whose name is not found in
the book of Life (Rev 20:115) will be condemned to an eternal life of death (Matt 251812
Thes 1:79). Jesus has the keys to Hades and death (Rev 1:18). But the disciple and the church
have been commissioned to go dalfi all. All followers of Christ individually, and the church
corporately, must go tall places, bringll of God toall the people
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Principle Three: FOCUSES ON BAPTISM

"Then Peter said to t h baptzedi tReenpneerofiesus Ghnsd e ac h
for the forgiveness of your sins; and you w
Acts 2:38

Introduction

The Bible tells us that if we are entrusted with little things and are found trustworthy,
God will give usgreater things to dndle. More responsibility is given to us as we mature.
Baptism is one of these growing steps to maturity. This is why Christians that are not baptized
really donét have a vibrant growi nggsmalpreasi t ual
in their Christian walk. Again, it is important to remember that this is not a testimony that these
people have arrived and are now are mature in the things of God. It is only a testimony of a
commitment they have made to Jesus Christ toadself and live fo Christ.

The next step after believing and repentance is making a public identification with Christ
and commitment to follow HiIim. Baptism is onl
obedience and maturity. If you are not faithin little thingsyou cannot be trusted with greater
things. Many times the little things, or steps, can be the hardest to take but they must be taken.

Understanding the meaning of words is the heart to understanding Scripture. Words are
the bridge thiacan help us to werstand more about ourselves and about God and His word the
Bible. Here are to key words that are vital to this subject of baptism.

Baptism: Greek wordi " Bapti smos ", to dip in water C (
"wash", to be totallycovered over. Symyms: initiation, introduction, inauguration,
launch, beginning, rite of passage.

Emersion: the process or state of emerging from or being out of water after being
submerged, to plunge. Synonyms: bathe, douse, soak, marinate, drénuér,gsy flood.

The word baptism here is a translation of the Greek word which means immerse or put
under. Baptism is an act that symbolizes or indicates the acceptance of a teacher and his message
and a decision to fellowship with other disciples. Thewd fibapt s®mineaan fai sc
identificationo and dAfell owship.o It also giwv
that we have died to self and now live for Him. Peter tells the people to first repent and then be
baptized because thrgln Christ they havehe remission of sins. Also, it opens the door to
receiving the Holy Spirit into one's life who will teach, guide and comfort us.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE

The Bible is full of examples showing how God speaks to His people concerning the
importance of water bajm. Take time to look up and reflect on how God can speak to us
through these people. Just as He used them, He desires to use us as His vessels for service.

The Ethiopian Eunuch: On a journey back from a pilgrimage from Jerusalem lemhding

in his chariot), the Eunuch was reading the scroll of Isaiah. God brought Philip to speak to
him about Christ. The Eunuch asked Philip to explain to him what he was reading. He then
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believed and repented and desired to be baptized. They stoppecha water and ¢ne he
was baptized. Afterward, he continued on his journey rejoicing in the Lord (Acts38)26

Paul: Saul (Paul) was a Pharisee who went out and persecuted the church, imprisoning all the
believers he could find. But one day he emteted Christ Jesusn the road. He fell to the
ground; God blinded Him and spoke about what he was doing against Christ and His
followers. At the same time, God was preparing another person named Ananias to speak to
Saul. Saul repented, received the H8pyrit, was healedf his blindness and immediately got
baptized (Acts 9:119).

Cornelius the Centurion:He was an army commander, a Gentile devoted to God, but he did
not know about Jesus Christ. He was committed to praying and giving to the needgnGod s
Peter to go andpeak to him and to tell him about Christ. While Peter was testifying the Holy
Spirit came upon all of those who were listening. That day those new believers went out and
were all baptized (Acts 10:448).

Lydia, Seller ofPurple: While on his travels, &l stopped in at Philippi and met a group of

ladies down by the river. One lady was Lydia (a seller of purple cloth) from Thyatira. They
opened their heart s and responded to Paul o
bapized, including her househol@hey persuaded Paul to stay longer to teach and be with

them (Acts 16:15).

Jailer: This man was put in charge of guarding Paul and Silas because they had set a slave

girl free from an evil spirit. While in jail, a violent gaquake took place. All the des

opened, and people's chains fell off. The jailor was in a panic and called out to Paul and Silas,
AWhat must | do to be saved?0 The jailor the
of God, he and his family repged and were baptized (Acts:28).

These are people with normal lives. God revealed Himself in a variety of ways, calling
ordinary people to do extraordinary things for His glory. Baptism was the beginning step that
allowed the power of God to flow thwigh their lives, in order tmtich and encourage others
both in their present time and for generations to come.

Baptism demonstrates that we to are going down into the waters of death so we can come
up in the newness of Christ Jesus. Baptism createstargiof a change that has ndaken
pl ace. Our Ilives now reflect that we are Chr
broken to grow in the newness of Christ.

Concerning the teaching on baptism we want to look at six areas which can help the
disciple to see the bigger pire. Both the disciple and the church are commanded to practice
this.

1. MODEL AND TEACHER
In Matthew 3:1317 we have the baptism of our Lord Jesus. Matthew explains that one

day Christ came to John the Baptist seeking to be baptized by him. John tféle thas not
worthy of such an honour. But after Jesus gives an explanation why he slubuidyaptizes
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Him. When Jesus is baptized, we hear the Father speak from heaven about how Jesus is His
beloved Son and at the same time the Holy Spirit comes upast @hthe form of a dove.

Baptism by immersion is a step all believers must do. Jesdelewit for the disciples
and taught on its important for all believers. It was part of the plan of God in the Old Testament.
God was going to use baptism to syrid®the work that Christ was going to do in our lives if
we would confess our sin and submoi His Lordship. It would no longer be our will but His will
for our lives.

God's plan was to first send John as a forerunner for Christ. He would be thiethest o
Ol d Testament prophets who would speak about
people with water, but Christ would baptize people with the Holy Spirit and fire (Matt 3:11).
Johndéds ministry was in the wi lbdleesgmessagswaséfi s dr
the weighty matters of repentance and baptism (Mattl®;1Luke 3:46). This is what
eventually cost him his lif¢ he st ood for truth and righteous
request to baptize Him, but John remained faittduiis call by God (Matt 3:14).

Once Jesus was baptized, we are told that Hednresn out into the wilderness where
He was tempted by the enemy three times (Mattl4)1 Victory can sometimes be followed by
great challenges and valleys. This showsfaitinfulness and commitment to Him.

All that Jesus did was to become a pictunel anodel that we as disciple are to follow
(John 12:26: 1 Pet 2:21). We learn from His life so that we can call others to discipleship through
the waters of baptism. It iDmething that we should be teaching those who desire to give their
lives to Christ(Acts 2:38).

RELEVANCE
As Christ has become a personal example to us, we also need to become a testimony and
example to others; bapti s mats It showsttlsat werhave di s c

surrendered all to Jesus. It tells that we have diesetf and are alive in Christ through His
resurrection power. John taught it. Jesus modelled it. Now we are to go out and proclaim it to a
lost world (Matt 28:1920). We dl have to be obedient in this step if we are to remain true and
faithful to everytlng that Christ calls us to do.

RELATED SCRIPTURES:
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and baptzedby John in the
Jordan.Immediately coming up out di¢ water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit
like a dove descendinguponmiliand a voice came out of the he
Son, in Youlamwepl eased. 06 | mmedi at el pgotoltento e i r i t
wildernessAnd He was irthe wilderness forty days being tempted by Satan; and He was with
the wild beastsand the angels were ministering to Himdark 1: 313

Now when all the people webaptized Jesus was alsbaptized and while He was praying,

heaven was openeand the Hly Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a

voice came outofthaven, fAYou are My beploovaedekdodt, in Y
22
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2. DEATH AND LIFE

Baptism is a picture of death and life. It also demonstrates the need to ke dnaie
raised from the dead in a spiritual way. It is a witness to others thatweebbkan freed from the
chains of sin and death and are now free to serve and to be an empowered witness for Christ. We
are born into trespasses and sin. It is a curse #mboly be freed by the blood of Jesus Christ
and through the redemptive work thée did on the cross for us.

Paul says in Romans 67,ii Wh at shal | we say then? Are we
might increase? May it never be! How shall we who d@din still live in it? Or do you not
know that all of us who have bekaptizedinto Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?
Therefore we have been buried with Him throbgptisminto death, in order that as Christ was
raised from the dead thugh the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life".
The discipleghrough Christ has been released from death into life. For if we have become united
with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall alsanbée likeness of His
resurrection knowing this, that our old self was crucified widim, in order tha our body of sin
might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves tmrsie who has died is
freed from sin.

We are like seeds placed in the ground, whntlst be broken open to produce fruit (John
12:24). Many times, the word death ised, but a picture of seeds breaking open is a more
accurate illustration. Jesus stated that either we fall upon Him and be broken, or He will fall upon
us and we will be ershed (Matt. 21:44). The potter takes the broken pieces and makes it into a
vesselthat will glorify the Father in heaven. There is a war between our mind (attitude) and our
heart (servitude to Christ). But we must have faith and trust to believe that Kiwivs what is
best for us.

The "waters of baptism" symbolizes death. Asgoa under the waters vy
moment of death, Christ's resurrection power floods into our lives and raises us up into the
newness of life. Baptism seems humiliating shows where our hearts are at. It will show
whoods Awil |l o i $erihengrigohthe wprdd has trudy diechire us. We will move
from being selserving to desiring to serve Christ with all our hearts.

RELEVANCE

We are to change from an oléelto a new life in Christ. Through Christ we now become
a new creation (2 Cds:17). The old has died and Christ is now making new our hearts and
minds. We now become focused on Jesus and His kingdom. We also begin to have a love for the
lostand hurting We become a people of prayer and des|
its principles and teachings for our lives. Also, we become filled with the Holy Spirit who gives
us the power to die to self and to live for Christ as his servant.

RELATED SCRIPTURES:
And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not wadirthle ddie who has
found hidlife will lose it, and he who has lost Hife for My sake will find it. Matthew 10:38
39

AREveryone who f al Ibrekerdopieces)uton whoroenee it falls, It will b e
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scatter hiLoke20i1&« e dust . 0O

€ s o t habelieves wileirvHinm have eternéife. AFor God so | oved t
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perishaveut
eternallife. John 3:1516

ATrul vy, trul vy, I say to you, he who hears
eternallife, and does not come into judgment, but has passed dagatfinto life. John 5:24

Jesus said to himh,am the way, andhe truth, and thelife; no one comes to the Father but
through Me.John 14:6

€ having been bhaptisngid which yohh wektialso raised up with Him
through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the de€aalossians 2:12

If you havedied with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were
living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such &olossians 2: 20

3. IDENTIFICATION AND TESTIMONY

Baptism provides two kinds of testimonies to help the discgde that it is not
conversion butdentification with Christ in His death and resurrection, and a testimony to others
showing that we are committed to following Jesus Christ as our Lord. Baptisvides two
kinds of testimonies; one by the action itselflahe other by how you speak, giving thanks and
praise to the Lord for what He has done.

Philip was one of seven who were appointed by the disciples to serve the widows, the
poor and the @edy. As the verse states he was in Samaria testifying atsoGogpel of Christ.
Things were happening as we read that men and women were being baptized. Philip saw fruit
from the ministry that he was doing. In fact, a testimony had got back to JerasalePeter and
John decided to go out and investigate whatgesg on. They were excited to see and hear that
many people had been baptized with water and to hear how these new believers were also
baptized in the power of the Holy Spirit. They laid handghem and they were all filled (Acts
9:17).

Next, we havean amazing account of God guiding Philip to meet a man who was on his
way home from Jerusalem. It was a time that would most likely change history in the country of
Ethiopia. The key was thaheé Eunuch needed to understand the Scripture, know the author,
repent and follow through into the waters of baptism. How wonderful that he did so! God will
always reach towards hearts who are seeking after Him. He desires to speak at the right time and
atthe right place (Acts 8:280).

Philip also had to know whahe heart of God wanted him to do. We need to remember

that this was an appointed deacon, a man that the church had set aside to serve the poor and
needy. In serving we needtobeinstepWdtb d 6 s wi | | and go wilerever |
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RELEVANCE

A testimony at baptism should share something of where you came from. Make sure it
glorifies Christ, not the enemy. It should state what is happening in your life and the reason for
why you arebeing baptized. Back it up with a favourite verse that haderiggd you. Also, it is
good to share of your commitment and hope in Christ to others. It sets down footprints for others
to follow. Baptism gives a living testimony of what Christ has andosiglin your heart,
showing that you are now empowered with i€hit is important to be lead daily to do what the
Holy Spirit is asking of you.

RELATED SCRIPTURES FOR THE LESSON
But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingd@odaind the
name of Jesus Christ, they were bebaptized menand women alikeEven Simon himself
believed; and after beinlgaptized he continued on with Philip, and as he observed signs and
great miracles taking place, he was constantly amazed. Now thibeapostles in Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had received terd of God, they sent them Peter and Ja¥imp came
down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy SpiritHe had not yet fallen
upon any of them; they had simply bdeaptizedin the name of the Lord Jesugen
theybegan laying therhmads on t hem, and they were receiyv
they had solemnliestifiedand spoken the word of the Lord, they started back to Jerusalem,
and were preaching the gospel to matillages of the Samaritang\cts 8:1217, 25

This is the Oa who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but with
the water and with the blood. It is the Spirit wiestifies because the Spirit is the trutfor

there are threethat testify. the Spirit and the water and the blood; and theee are in
agreementlf we receive thdestimonyof men, the testimony of God is greater; for the
testimonyof God is this, that He hagstified concerning His Sornfhe one who believes in
the Son of God has thestimonyin himself; the one who doestrbelieve God has made Him

a liar, because he has not believed in testimonythat God has given concerning His
Son.And thetestimonyis this, that God has given us eternal life, and tifis is in His
Son.He who has the Son has the life; he who du#dhave the Son of God does not have the
life. 1 John 5:612

4. GROWTH AND FELLOWSHIP

In our walk with Christ, baptism is a step that should be considered by the young believer
as soon agossible. It is the step that shows the intention of the hdasgynhbolizes and
identifies with Christdés earthly death and L
Christian walk to maturity and obedience. Paul points out in all his letteragdtefor constant
growth in Christ. Every letter that was writte&1to baptized believers who need to grow and

become more obedient to Jesus Christ.

We see throughout Scripture that baptism was a second step. The person first confessed
his sin and askedesus to come into his life as Lord and Saviour thed he wasbaptized. |
found it interesting how many commentators made the statement that in Biblical times there was
not any such thing as an-aptized Christian. Paul takes it for granted that they are all baptized.
Commentators go on to say how sad iiniour current times that people are unwilling to get
baptized.
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Baptism is only part of a growing process that begins at conversion and does not stop
until we are with Christ in glory. Fellowship with other disciples is another way that God uses to
helpus to gow and mature, for the body is made up of people that have been gifted by God to
minister to people in various ways. These gifts nurture and mature us so that we can produce
fruit.

There are also many reasons that can keep us from takingatepsdf n baptism. Some
are things like pride, fear, and religidpride 1 baptism looks like it could be humiliatingear
T wondering what others may thinReligion i man makes up all kinds of standards and rules
for one to judge themselves by, to detere wheher he or she should be baptized.

Christ desires us to grow and produce fruit. The picture of the fruit is used so that people
wi || know what kind of a tree you are. This i
wi || k n ¢Matt. 7.16)eBagdtism is one step in the growing process. Just like farming, we
need nurturing (pruning and weeding and feeding) and we need to be looked after and cared for
(fellowship).

RELEVANCE

Baptism is a step i n oinsasmheChrdti Véeare palledt®ohei p gr
baptized and this unites us with the body of Christ. It gives us relationship with other baptized
beli evers who can help us grow so that we can
will try to lie to you as® why yau should not be baptized. Christ does not ask you to be perfect,
He asks you to start your journey with Himfirst through repentance then going through the
waters of baptism as a testimony for His glory.

RELATED SCRIPTURES:

...and He was sayin@ T hiagddm of God is like a man who casts seed upon theaswilhe

goes to bed at night and gets up by day, and the seed sprougscavehow, he himself does

not know.The soil produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, thanatuee

grain in the headBut when the crop permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because the
harvesth a s ¢ Market: 2629

And with many other words he solemidgtiiedand kept on exhorting t
saved from this $oethenhoses who bael meeaivadt hisomort avere
baptized and that day there were added about three thousands. They were continually
devoting t hemsel vhngand taellawship, todhp breaking efbr@ad arel a ¢
to prayer. Everyone kept feelingsanse of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking
place through the apostle&nd all those who had believagretogetherand had all things

in commonand theybegan selling their property and possessions and vsdraring them

with all, as anyone mighhave needDay by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and
breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and
sincerity of heartpraising God and having favour with all the people. And the Lord was
addingto their number day by day those who were bsanged Acts 2:4047

They were continually devoti ng fellowshipstetheves t o
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breaking of bread and to prayerActs 2:42
€ but the wor d o fgrowamndto be multigiedccAosta 222 ued t o

God is faithful, through whom you were called ifgdowshipwith His Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. 1 Corinthians 1:9

but speaking the truth in love, we aregr@w upin all aspectsnto Him who is the hea@yven
Chr i sEphesiaés 4:15

Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the kondalk in Him,  @olossian 2: 6

that | may know Him and the power of His neeation and thefellowship of His sufferings,
being conformed to His deatim order that | may attain téhe resurrectionfrom the dead.
Philippians 3:1611

that we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too médgllmavehip

with us and indeed oufellowshipis with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Chiitiese
things we write, sohiat our joy may be made complete. This is the message we have heard
from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkreltdfave

say that we haviellowshipwith Him andyet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice
the truth;but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we Hailewship with

one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleandesmsll sin.1 John 1:37

5. INSTRUCTED AND COMMANDED

To show that baptism by emersion is not an optab is commanded by Christ and
practiced by the apostles as a key part of t
command that Jesus lefto r us, found in Matt. 28: 19, A Go
nations baptizing them in the name dhe Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

The Bible is very clear about instructing the new believer in the importance of baptism.
We are commanded to be baptized. It is not an option but is a real part of discipleship
identification. If we deny Chrisbefore men, He will deny us before the Father. Leaders need to
be clearly teaching baptism to the people as a command of God. This stap rettoe taken
l' ightly but should be committed to in prayer
hindering the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives if we are not being obedient and submitting
ourselves to Gododés will

What follows are two gestions that may help us in our decision making.

Why should | be baptized?
1. Jesus was (Matt 3:187).

2. Jesus prached it (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:16).

3. The Apostles preached it (Acts 2:38).
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4. The Apostles practiced it (Acts 8:38; Acts 16:33; Acts 19:5).
5. Because | want to be an obedient follower of Jesus and His Word.

When should | be baptized?
1. Upon real conversion
Conversion consists of :
a. Repentancé Acts 2:38
b. Believingi Mark 16:16
c. Confessiori Romans 10:9 & 10

Once a person has becom€laristian according to the above, there is no real benefit to
be gained by waiting. We note that many people in Bible tvwese baptized immediately upon
their confession (Acts 16:33; Acts 2: 41).

RELEVANCE

If we do not clearly understand what the Wisdaying, we need to study and ask wise
counsel to teach us on baptism until it makes sense to us. Teaching and imskrelgtito make
things clear, bringing peace to our hearts and sets us free to go forward and to serve Christ with
all our hearts. Dot be afraid of the Biblical command. It is beneficial in bringing us into a
greater personal relationship with Christ. wall, it sets boundaries, which in turn gives us more
freedom.

RELATED SCRIPTURES:
So then, those who had received his word Wweptized and that day there were added about
three thousandouls.They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles e ac hi n g
to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayeicts 2:4142

Therefore we have bedruried with Him through baptisminto death, so that as Christ was
raisedfrom the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too naighk in newness of life
Romans 6:4

There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your oaking;
Lord, one faith, ondaptism one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in
all. Ephesians 446

For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwelis bodily form,and in Him you have been made
complete, and He is the head over all rule and authoaitg in Him you were also
circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh
by thecircumcision of Christ;having beenburied with Him in baptism in which you were
alsoraisedup with Him through faith in the working of God, wita@sed Him from the dead.
Colossians 2:102

For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer floing what is right rathethan for
doing what is wrongFor Christ also died for sins once for dahe just forthe unjust, so that
He might bring us to God, having been putd®ath in the flesh but madealive in the
spirit; in which also He went ahmade proclamation to theisits now in prisonwho once
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were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the
construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely ttineugh
water.Corresponding to thatpaptismnow saves us not from the removal of dirt from the
flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ,who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities
and powers had been subjett® Him. 1 Peter 3:17

22

6. COMMISIONED AND PROCLAIMED

One of the last things Jesus spoke about in the Gospels and Acts was to commission the
disciples to go out and make more followers of Christ by teaching and bayitizing m . Chri st
vision was that His disciples will spread the good news of the Gospeigtiwat the whole
world. Jesus wanted to give everyone the opportunity to repent and believe in Him as Lord and
Saviour.

Paul told the Churhcehy dife aRo nuen | felbosw ssolmeeloln et ¢
(Romans 10:14). We are all called to be wises for the Gospel and should not be ashamed to
do so. Yes, there will be challenges and heartaches, but Christ has promised to be with us to the
end of the age.

Baptism is a key point to fulfilling the great commission because it causes people to
humblke themselves before God. They bear a testimony of what they have committed in their
heart s. Baptism is not an opti onlfwelan faithtuin i mp o
in the little things, He will entrust us with much more.

Baptism is &0 a good measuring stick to see if fruit is being produced for the Kingdom
of God. We are handed the torch to carry out to those that we daily come in contakdvevak.
disciples must see the Gospel of Christ as exciting news that you cannot keepbinsitis
bursting to come out of you.

Baptisms are a great way to lead others to Christ Jesus. A personal testimony is a very
powerful tool in the hands of thedly Spirit. Remember the woman at the wehe went back,
told the rest of the villag&lhey came out, listened and received the message of Christ. Baptism
is an evangelistic tool that God uses to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ. It is a way to
show the world that God desires to have a personal relationship with anyone who willaatept
receive Him into their hearts.

RELEVANCE

Commission and proclamationar e part of the disciplebs p
day of repentance and baptism. \Afe called to go out and proclaim to a lost world the good
news of Jesus Christ. We areld to go and teach, to make disciples and to baptize them
throughout all nations of the world. But it must start by us being convinced in our heart that
Christ has ommanded us to do it and have the faith to proclaim this news of life and freedom to
all who would receive.

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 181



5L{/Lt[9{Q twLb/Lt[9{

RELATED SCRIPTURES:

Go therefore and makdisciplesof all the nationspaptizingthem in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Spiteachingthem to observe all that | commanded you; and lo, |
amwithyoualwaygs ven t o t he Matthav 28120t he age. 0O

And He sai d, il Mysel f wil|l ma k e progldimtheMy g oo
name of the LORD before you; and liviae gracious to whom | will be gracious, and will
show compassion on whom lwil ® w ¢ 0 mp Bxedus 38:H9. 0

Sing to the LORD, all the eartlProclaim good tidings of His salvation froohay to dayTell
of His glory among the nations, His wonderfideds among all the peopl&sar great is the
LORD, and greatly to be praised; He also is to be feared above all gja@isronicles 16:23
25

Sing to the LORD a new song; Sing to the LORD, all the earth.t8itigg LORD, bless His

name;Proclaim good tidngs of His salvation frorday to day Tell of His glory among the

nations,His wonderful deeds among all the peopkes. great is the LORD and greatly to be
praised; Psalm 96:13

What | tell you in the daress, speak in the light; and what you heaispered inyour ear,
proclaim upon the housetopdMatthew 10:27

And He said to themd, Go i nt o al | the world andHerwlaoh t
has believed and has bedaptizedshall be saved; lduhe who has disbelieved shall be
condemnedd TRese signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast

out demons, they will speak with new tongtlesy will pick up serpents, and if they drink any

deadly poison, it will not hurt thenthey will lay hands on the sick, and theylwil r e c ov er .
Mark 16:1618

Hesaidtothemil t i s not for you to know times or e
own authority;but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and yo

shall be Mywitnessesboth in Jerusalem, andh all Judea and Samaria, and even to the
remotest parAttslor8 t he eart h. o

Now for several days he was with the disciples who were at Damaschsnmediately
hebegan tgoroclaimJesus inthe synagoge s, sayi ng, fAHActsO2 t he Son

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,proalaimt he Lor dés death
comesl Corinthians 11:26

We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that

we may present every man complete in Chi@&tlossians 1:28

But you area chosen race, A royariesthood, a holy nation, a people 8ro ddva
possession, so that you mpyoclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of
darkness into Hignarelous light; for you once wereot a people, bunow you ardhe
people of God; you haabt received mercy, but now you hageeived mercyl Peter 2:910
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That was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we
have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning \tord of Life and thelife was
manifested, and we have seen and testifypaiadiaim to you the eterndife, which was with

the Father and was manifested to us what we have seen and heprdolam to you also,

so that you too may havellowship with us; and indeed oufellowship is with the Father,

and with His Son Jesus ChriSthese things we write, soathour joy may be made complete

1 John 1:13

Wi | | you take the next step of testifying C
we are ot saying you need to be perfect, but you do need to be committed. Humble yourself in
the sight of the_ord and He promised to lift you up. Be baptized, teach and encourage others to
be baptized also.

APPLICATION

This testimony of Baptism is one of thewf times that your body, soul, and spirit unify a
testimony and action for Christ. If you have not bbaptized, the time is NOW to overcome all
fear, religious thinking, and pride. Make the next step in your walk of obedience, not in your
own strength ah righteousness, but in HIS strength and righteousness. Make a decision and do
something about it today

(see Bookl et , by Dr Humphries. N Baj
Principle Four: FOCUS ON HOLY SPIRIT GUIDANCE

The God of the Bible is a God who creates and uses prscgflcreation that we can as
people, discover. From His creative heart, He forms things in a waghbat forth both logic
and wisdom. He uses patterns of things to interconnect with other things here on earth. He gives
to us steps that we must followmie hope to unlock the truth of His words.

Before the fall of man, all things lived in harmony and uny . Il n Godbds creat
are unique and have their place. Man and woman are His crowning glory, made after His image,
made up of a body, soul drspirit. They are able to think, rationalize and understand things. All
creation was made for man tascover and explore, but the key to unlocking this reservoir of
wisdom and knowledge comes through a personal walk with God Himself each day. (Gen 2:1
25; 3:8)

In Scripture we see many patterns or steps of logic God uses, so that man can understand
and dscern how God works through things here on earth. Some examples are the creation story,
flood story, Lor dos Pr ay e patterrfthauhelps marfto sehad Spi r
understand what the heart of God is and what and how He is workingot hi ngs i n peoy
here on earth.

During the times of the Old Testament many things seemed to be a mystery for the
people. They could not hawwmprehended what God was doing and why He was doing it or
allowing certain things to happen. We have saying i n English, Ahinds
seems that It i's not unt il someti me | ater the
does have a perfect plan that in the end will cause all to worship Him as God of all creation.

DISCIPLESHIP THEOLGICAL DISCPLINES 183



5L{/Lt[9{Q twLb/Lt[9{

As we mowe into the New Testament, the Scriptures tell us things that were once a
mystery but are now becoming cl earthewwmldwabose w
becoming evident. His steps and His timing are perfect. Plus, with the coming of th8pitaty
on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 240), He became our teacher and counselor, revealing deeper
truths from His word about God and about Jesus.alestthat which was a mystery and brings
it into light so that all who choose can see and hear. Wheamtish begins to paint a picture, he
starts off with broad brush strokes and over time moves to add in larger pieces to his picture, but
then over timeas he stands back and reflects, begins to add in the smaller details, that, when
finished, give underanding, boldness and life to what he or she was endeavoring to
communicate to the viewer.

The challenge today is that people want things almost imstaatsly. They want the fast
food way of life and do not want to wait, but the problem with this tyddestyle and thinking
does not work very well when it comes to God and His teachings. He wants people to meditate,
to wait, to tarry before Him. OfterHe gives to us pieces of the big picture, but we do not see or
clearly understand what He is presegtior showing us until the last piece is carefully put into
pl ace. That s when the puzzle moves frem bein
clearly seen and understood.

God is a God of miracles, but He also does everything feason or purpose, with order
and logic built into it. We may not see it at the time, but in due time He shows forth His
magnificence and glory. He is omnipresemnipotent. (Revelation 19:6) and truly omniscient.

Throughout history God has been unwejl His redemptive picture of grace; a process

that has been given to us in steps and is now revealed to men and women by the Holy Spirit.
Sometimes truths get realed by God and then people stray away from His truth, but other times
God reveals a foundanal truth so that those who seek Him can build on that foundation. We
have the great awakenings, movements of revival preaching, movements of evangelism, the
Pertecostal movement, the Jesus people movement, the Charismatic movement, the signs and
wondersmovement, the house church movement and the worship and praise movement that is
crossing our lands today.

| believe this is true when it comes also to theksaf the Holy Spirit, in the church and
personally in the di stclDOpytaesdhere has lheen atgread emphasisOv e r
and teaching going forth from the church concerning the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit.
Many have claimed thah¢y have found all truth concerning the Holy Spirit, but the truth is God
has not finished # picture yet. The artist is still creating and filling in the final details of the
picture so that His master plan can be revealed.

Different churches and deminations have brought to the picture key building materials
concerning the Holy Spirit. Ovetime these pieces that were sometimes walls of division
between various groups of disciples of Christ, have now come down to make the church more
balanced andsirnger . A true servantodos discipleship h
body of Chris.

The Bible tells us that we need to walk in the Spirit of truth. (Gal. 5:16, 25), a place of
coming together with the Words of God, by placing the Word inhearts so that through the
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Spirit we can be led and live out the Word and will for our liW&®. are to be examples of the

living Word to a lost world, empowered by the Holy Spirit. Maybe it is time to start a new
movement cal | ed f Bamgihieri of thesBaptist aril Pentecpstal, & bringing t
together of personal faith grounded in té&rd of God and linked with the emotions and
feelings of the heart of God. Il 6m reminded of
is Spirit, and those h o wor shi p Him must fAworship in spiri

At Chri st 6 s hdppenediihatsew pespleteithar gnow about or few churches
talk about. We are told that at the moment of
thetop to the bottom. Why? Because a change had come, (Matthew 27:51) God was opening a
new way,no longer was the high priest going to enter the Holy of Holies just once a year but
because of Christds bl ood was s pandfar&llwedanon t h
now personally enter into the Holy of Holies, through faith, covered is Iblood of
righteousness, being delivered from death. We can have a deep and personal eternal relationship
with Almighty God (Luke 23:45).

The di sci pliseabstepyistepuprosessy of dying, growing, maturing and
producing eternal fruit in Chriskesus through the power of the Holy Spirit. We need to take that
which you have learned. (Truth, word of God) and experienced (emotions and feelings) but
realize hat there is still more to the picture. We need to help others to take the steps towards a
deeper prayer life, into a deeper heart relationship with God, and see what the Lord desires us to
see, hear, know and understand. God wants to bring all into Ktestep of the filling and
fullness of the Holy Spirit. God is calling many to a deeper waldim, so that in the last days
we will be able to fulfill all of the great commissions of Jesus Christ, experiencing and living out
all that these Scripture v&s are commanding and telling us that we should be doing.

Matthew 28:1820

And Jesuscame andgspoke tothem s ayi ng, AnAl I aut hority
in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the namef the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all tings that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the
end of t heMak@f6el518 Amen. 0O

AndHe saidtothem @A Go i nto al l t b gospeldorevedy a n d
creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but hel@dsonot believe will
be condemned. And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast
out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will takeerpents; and if they
drink anything deadly, it will no means hurt them; they Vaiyf hands on the sick, and
they wil|l recover . 0

Luke 24:4649

ThenHe saidtothem A Thus it i s written, and thu
suffer and to rise fronthe dead the third day, and that repentance and the remission of
sins should be preaed in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you are
witnesses of these things. Behold, | send the Promise of my Father upon you; but tarry in
thecityofédr usal em unt i | you are endued with pov
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John 20:2123

SoJesussaid to thema gai n, inPeace to you! As the
send you. And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, Receive the
Holy Spirit. If youforgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of
any,t hey are retained. o0

Acts 1:78
AndHe saidtothem Al t i s not for you to know ti
has put in His authority. But you shall receive power whertbly Spirit has come upon
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusadem,in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the end of the earth. o

Question? Are these verses written for the church of today? Or, as some say, were they
for the Apostolic age, forhe time when God was establishing the Church, and once that was
completed, we mwved into the age of grace? But it is interesting to note that when you go to
other countries and see the church, a church that has developed mainly on its own without much
of ahuman guide from the west, these verses seem to be alive and well, func®peg of the
everyday ministry of the church. These disciples did not know or were even aware that this was
not what should be taking place.

This brings us back to the quiest. Are these great commission verses in their entirety
for the church todayAnd if not, why not, and if they are to be, why are we not seeing this type
of ministry happening in the church today in the West? Today many people will have a variety of
answaes or to put it bluntly, excuses. Here are just a few that go like this:

One: We are in a scientific age, when it comes to thinking.

Two: We like to have control of things in our life.

Three: We are better educated today; we understand the Bible lesmig.c

These are just a few, but then why is it, when you are in what wea dairdworld
country, where people cannot control or manipulate their surroundings, we often see this kind of
ministry and service amongst the people? The problem may bedheve turned to mamade
ways of thinking and have walked away or closed lmearts to what God is speaking to His
church. We have stopped living as Full Gospel Disciples of Christ Jesus.

To be able to carry out these Scriptures, we need to move igteader depth and
maturity in our walk, in and with the Holy Spirit. The giftee not the finishing step but are tools
that we can be equipped with as ambassadors of reconciliation. They are there to help us in our
going out, so that through the love gralver of Jesus Christ we can truly see the captive set free
from the bondagesf®atan. It is time for the church of Christ to begin to fulfill all aspects of
each part of these great commission commands in Spirit and in Truth. We have to allow the Holy
Sprit to teach, comfort and guide in all things and that means dying tevdélnd living out
Godébés will for our | ives, not i n our power an
Spirit. Again, we must allow the churelC h r i s t -Godbe émpaivgred by the daily presence
and filling of the Holy Spirit.

(seeBook et , by Dr Humphries. dAFull Gospel
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Principle Five: FOCUSES ON TEACHING

AThen Barnabas went &andwhEmhe bad ound tom, hedmught f o r
him to Antioch. So it was that for an entire year they met witlchivech and taught a

great many people, and it was i n iAsnttiiaoncsh. &
Acts 11:2526

The church, as it comes together in a place does so fouthege of training, nurturing
and equipping of the various members. The book of Acts gives us numerous accounts of how the
apostles would see a church birthed forth plaxe and then would stay six months to a year or
more grounding it, equipping it amstablishing it as a functioning body of believers.

DEFINITION AND SYNONYMS:

There are five key words that we need to define. Oteashing: a system or thing used
as an example to follow or imitat8ynonymstype, version, style, mould, templatearhework,
pattern, design, guide, blueprint, paradigm, sample, example. Se¢®tiaéywordinstruction:
a direction or order; detailed information telling how something should be done, operated, or
assembled. yBonyms:teaching, coaching, tutoring, eaton, schooling, tutelage, lessons,
classes, lectures, training, drill, drilgndiscipline, preparation, grounding, priming, direction,
guidance, information, enlightenment, edification, educator, tutor, instructor. Third is the word
understanding: the ability to understand or think; intelligence, the power of apprehension; the
power of abstract thoughSynonymsintelligence, comprehension, conclusion, perception, to
apprehend, grasp, figure out, identify, follow, master, learn, discern, be instmcteek the
light. Fourthly is the wordraining: to coach in or accustom to senmode of behaviour or
performance; to make proficient with specialized instruction or practice; to focus or direct.
Synonymsto teach, coach, tutor, school, educate, pracpecepare. Lastly, we have the word
equipping: to supply with resources, fit quto provide for; to provide with what is necessary,
useful or appropriate.y@onymsprovide, furnish, supply, issue, arm, endow.

We should also look at the definition ofeth wor d fA dit@ad ¢ ed .dhet ones
definition shows us that we are to people who have been called to come out of the world and
live for Christ; to move from just focusing on the earthberoming kingdom orientated as
Christ's Disciple. The churb was created as a channel to help the disciple to grow and mature
in Christ. Weneed each other, and we need help from each other to become fully equipped for
service.

The reason that the churches grew and became strong was because the apostle took time
to train them in the word of God. Plus, they appointed leadership that weeldligection and
discipline to the local believers. The ministry of discipleship is training people in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. There is much to learn and understand thikeg people that God has raised up to
equip us for the ministry that Christ Has us.

Instruction must come in a way that people will understand. The Jewish people would
reason together which was the polite way of saying they would argue it outhaytihad an
answer or solution. Training people takes a lot of time and ingtrud¥lot all people learn the
same way so one has to equip the different believers through a variety of methods. We also as a
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church need to be better connected to one of thpoges for the sending of the Holy Spirit
which was to teach and guide both thsciple and the church.

It is important to see that these early new believers saw the need to devote themselves to
instruction; they were hungry for more understanding tBnd and His word. They received
Peter's message and then were obedient umiisba They committed and devoted themselves
to be taught more about the ways of Christ. Christ Himself was a master teacher and a model for
all the disciples to follow. Teaahy is the key to equipping of others for service.

Like in all trades and pro$sions there is the formal time of learning in the classroom,
but we also need a time of doing an internship program as it were in real life situations. We
cannot be as Jameays just a hearer of the Word, but we must be doers(a#sones 1:19)
Another important point is as you teach others, you also become a learner from the time
you spend helpingothers The Word of God becomes more est
have allgot something to give and to teach others. Seek God in prayer andlldbow you
someone and lead you to how you should minister to them. Teaching does not have to be
profound; it only has to be simple and clear and shared from a heart of love. With rtinad,
your words will find good soil to be planted in and you Wwajgin to see fruit for Jesus Christ.

Related Scriptures:
Acts 8:3032: Acts 15:35; Acts 18:25; Eph 4:12ph4:21;Eph 4:2224; Col 2:67; Il Thes 2:15;
| Tim 3:15; 1 Cor 14:12

(see Booklet, by Dr HumphrTeaschdérm@e)lacher L
Principle Six: FOCUSES ON FELLOWSHIP

AALl I the believers devoted t hdellowshipane o t o t T
sharing in meals (includengwirhe Lordodés Supp

The church was also birthed forth for the purpose of fellowship. The disciple needs to be
grounded and walking in fellowship with other believers. We are not to be anl islao
ourselves. There is no room for individualism in the bodglofist. We are to work and minister
as a team. We are now part of a new family that will spenetadhity together. God has many
reasons why we should come together in fellov
Another would be to help arehcourage each other in our walk with Chriistllowship is how
we become mature and strong in Christlt also helpsus to grow in areas when interacting with
each other that we would never face or understand di@tiewship is the heart of what the
church is to be We have fellowship with Christ and with each other and this is what will make a
true body for Christ télow through. We are His vessels of grace and mercy.

There are two words that should be defined here. First ideflmvship: friendly
association, especially with people who share
pursue a shared interest aim. Snonyms:companionship, companionability, sociability,
comradeship, friendship, mutual support, mutual respect, mutual likingyaicyi, association,
closeness, togetherness, solidarity. Second is the fwendiship: the state of being friends; en
that seeks the society or welfare of another whom he holds in affection; respect or esteem for one
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