Week 8: God’s Revelation to Humanity (Part 2)

This week, we dive deeper into special revelation, focusing on the nature and authority of Scripture.
Understanding the inspiration, inerrancy, and reliability of the Bible is essential for a firm foundation in
faith. We will also explore how the canon of Scripture was formed and why it is trustworthy.

The Inspiration of Scripture

Definition of Inspiration

Inspiration refers to the process by which God, through the Holy Spirit, guided human authors to write
His Word without error while using their unique styles and personalities.

Biblical Basis: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training
in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).

Role of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit ensured that the biblical message remained accurate and authoritative while allowing
human authors to communicate in ways relatable to their audiences.

Biblical Basis: “For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21).

The Inerrancy and Authority of Scripture

Inerrancy of Scripture

Inerrancy means that the Bible, in its original manuscripts, is free from error in everything it affirms,
whether theological, historical, or scientific.

Biblical Basis: “The words of the Lord are flawless, like silver purified in a crucible, like gold refined seven
times” (Psalm 12:6).

Authority of Scripture
The Bible is the ultimate standard for faith and life because it is the Word of God.
Biblical Basis: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105).

Practical Implications of Inerrancy and Authority
Scripture provides a reliable guide for moral decision-making, doctrine, and personal transformation.

It serves as the foundation for church teaching and unity.

The Canon of Scripture
What is the Canon?

The canon is the collection of books recognized as divinely inspired and authoritative for faith and
practice.

It consists of 66 books: 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament.



Formation of the Canon

Old Testament: Recognized by the Jewish community and affirmed by Jesus and the apostles.

New Testament: Writings were evaluated based on apostolic authorship, orthodoxy (alignment with
apostolic teaching), and widespread acceptance among early churches.

Key Milestones

The Muratorian Fragment (AD 170): One of the earliest lists of New Testament books.

Church councils (e.g., Council of Carthage, AD 397): Confirmed the canon of Scripture as we know it
today.

Reliability of the Canon

The process of canonization was guided by the Holy Spirit, ensuring that only divinely inspired books
were included.

Manuscript evidence and historical consistency affirm the integrity of the biblical text.
Practical Implications of the Canon
Trust in God’s Word

Believers can confidently rely on the Bible as God’s complete and sufficient revelation for faith and life.
Defense of the Faith

A clear understanding of the canon equips believers to respond to questions and challenges regarding
the Bible’s reliability and authority.

Unity and Continuity
The canon serves as a unifying foundation for the global church across generations and cultures.

Conclusion

The Bible, as God’s inspired and inerrant Word, is central to our understanding of His character and will.
The formation of the canon was a Spirit-led process, and its reliability provides a firm foundation for our
faith.

Next week, we will begin exploring the doctrine of humanity and sin, examining what it means to be
created in God’s image and the impact of the fall on human nature.



