Lesson: The Good Samaritan
Scripture: Luke 10:25-37

Introduction:

This lesson teaches about compassion and the importance of loving our neighbors, regardless of
differences. The parable Jesus shares emphasizes that mercy is at the heart of God's command to
"love your neighbor."

Expanded Summary of the Scripture:

The parable of the Good Samaritan begins with a lawyer testing Jesus by asking, "What must | do to
inherit eternal life?" Jesus responds by asking him to summarize the law, and the lawyer states: "Love
the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind" and "Love your neighbor as yourself."
The lawyer, seeking to justify himself, asks, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus tells the story of a man
attacked by robbers and left half-dead on the road. A priest and a Levite pass by without helping, but a
Samaritan—a group generally despised by the Jews—shows compassion, bandages the man's wounds,
and ensures his care. Jesus ends by telling the lawyer to "go and do likewise."

Explanation of the Lesson Scripture:

This parable challenges the idea that love should be selective or based on personal convenience. The
priest and Levite, though religious, fail to demonstrate love, while the Samaritan, seen as an outsider,
embodies the heart of God’s command. Jesus teaches that love knows no boundaries and that mercy
is at the core of faith. The passage invites us to consider not just who our neighbor is but how we can
actively show mercy, even to those we might not ordinarily engage with. It encourages believers to
take practical steps to meet the needs of others, reflecting God's love in action.

Life Application:
This lesson challenges us to go beyond convenience and love people who might not look like us or
share our backgrounds. How can you be more attentive to the needs around you this week?

Reflection:
Who are the "neighbors" God is calling you to help today? How does showing mercy deepen your
faith?

What You Need to Know:
God expects us to show love in action, not just words.
Mercy transcends cultural boundaries.



