BEFORE
As a parent of two children with a disability, I wanted to share my story with other parents who may
have similar experiences raising children or young adults with disabilities.
I am an adopted parent of two children who happen to have a disability, my son Christopher who is on
the Autism Spectrum Disorder and who has a diagnosis of Traumatic Brain Injury(TBI). The focus of this of
this book is Dianna and how she has dealt with her disability through her teenage years of high school and
allowing her peers to understand and accept her for who she is dispite having a disability. But first, I wanted
to give a background picture of what led up to writing this book.
In 1999 I became a foster parent, no it wasn’t something I decided to do overnight, a great deal of thought
and prayer went into it, but given the fact that I came from a family of givers it was an easy decision to make,
yes, I grew up in a family who also did foster care and have adopted children with disabilities, so why not do
the same. Dianna came into my home in October of the year 2000 as a foster child at the age of 3 years old
diagnosis with Traumatic Brain Injury(TBI) from a fall. The caseworker called said that she had a 3year old
girl that needed to be placed with a TBI and other needs, did I hesitate knowing what was going to be the
challenges were going to be taking in a child like this?
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I am an adoptive parent of two children who happen to have a disabilities.My son Christopher who is on
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In 1999 I became a foster parent, which is not something I decided to do overnight. A great deal of thought
and prayer went into it, but given the fact that I came from a family of givers it was an easy decision to make. I
grew up in a family who also did foster care and have adopted children with disabilities, so I decided to follow
suit.
Dianna came into my home in October of the year 2000 as a foster child at the age of 3 years old diagnosis
with Traumatic Brain Injury(TBI) from a fall. The caseworker called said that she had a 3year old girl that
needed to be placed with a TBI and other needs. I did not hesitate knowing the challenges I may face. I
accepted the challenge, it was not going to be easy raising a child with a disability in a society where
acceptance is so hard to come by. Not taking this little girl into my home was not an option. Could I forsee the
future this child was going to have? No, but with faith and perservance, we were going to do our best to make
her future bright.

