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Bob Wheeler is still undecided between the 800 and 1,500 meter runs as his Olympic event for next summer's 
United States track and field trials. 

But yesterday, in a steady rain that made running uncomfortable and hazardous, the talented 19‐year‐old 
sophomore from Duke University provided an early glimpse of his gold medal potential with a convincing 15‐
yard victory in the I.C. 4‐A cross‐country championships. 

Villanova won the team title for a sixth successive year, with Dave Wright, Marty Liguori and John Hartnett 
finishing in the first five among 196 starters in the university division. 
Wheeler, one of the country's top half‐milers and a sub‐four‐minute miler, pulled away from his three 
Villanova rivals and Greg Fredericks of Penn State in the final 400 yards after covering the first mile in the five‐
mile run in 4 minutes 23.5 seconds. 
Wheeler's final time of 24 minutes 27 seconds was not near the record, but respectable considering the 
conditions. 

“I'm not sure what I'll enter for Munich,” the rangy blond from Timonium, Md., said of his Olympic plans. “I'll 
do distance stuff indoors then run some miles and half‐miles outdoors and see how it goes.” 

The 21‐year‐old Liguori, competing in his final Intercollegiate Association of Amateur Athletes of America meet 
for Villanova, said he was satisfied with a third‐place finish under the circumstances. 

“I've only been training hard for a short time,” said the Cedar Grove, N. J., Olympian, who went unbeaten in 
mile races during his last track campaign. “I've been putting in a lot of distance work — 100 miles a week or so 
— but was worried about going out too hard today and getting hurt. The course was covered with mud.” 
  
Cross‐country is considered an integral, almost essential element of track and field training for distance 
runners, particularly as background in pre-Olympic years. 
“Marty's in great shape,” said Brian McElroy, a teammate who will become eligible in January. “He's really 
going to be tough.” 

Wright's performance at Van Cortlandt Parik in the Bronx was surprising. He started spitting blood early in the 
race —he didn't know why, he said afterward — and finished second, his face covered with blood and his legs 
splattered with mud. 

“One of his best races,” Jumbo Jim Elliott said of Wright. 



The team title seemed particularly satisfying for Elliott, in view of the new challenge offered by Pennsylvania, 
Villanova's city rival. The Villanova‐Penn feud has heightened since Dave Merrick, the Quakers' fine freshman 
distance runner, enrolled at Penn this fall. 

Merrick, who finished sixth yesterday, was recruited by Elliott and Jim Tuppeny of Penn. 

Elliott, still bitter over the situation, contends that Merrick told him he wanted to attend Villanova and that 
Tuppeny, a former assistant, undermined Elliott after Merrick had disclosed this choice. 

Tuppeny, who has effectively rebuilt the Quakers' program in five years, counters that Merrick and his family 
settled on an Ivy League education without pressure. 

Penn placed five runners in the first 16, another ran 37th and a seventh runner wound up 46th. Despite two 
finishers at 57th and 58th, Villanova's four in the first 10 provided the Wildcats with the 9‐point margin of 
victory. 

 


