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Message from GNJUMW President	
                                                         Susan ZahorbenskiVoice  of   Purpose

                    
March 2021
Dear United Methodist Women of Greater New Jersey and friends,
Let’s all say “thank you” to our past president, Kathy Schulz, for her four years of service. She left the organization in wonderful shape, making my new job as president much easier. For example, even during a “COVID-year,” our conference met our Pledge to Mission! Thank you all for your creativity in designing virtual, drive-through and other fundraisers that enabled us to reach our goal of $130,000.
The COVID work-from-home schedule allowed me to enjoy more of my favorite pastimes, such as doing home repair projects, gardening, hiking, biking, and reading. However, now we are back to the classroom, with hybrid learning (some still remote from home) at the school where I work with children with special needs. The increasing availability of vaccinations is easing the anxiety for all.
This has been a very odd year of remote-everything: remote work, remote school, remote church, remote meetings, and virtual concerts and theater.  The pandemic has required us to think outside the box and outside the buildings. We wear our masks and remain socially distant even from loved ones. We feel literally remote and distanced from everyone and everything. I hope that you are taking care of yourself and your families and staying connected somehow. As the new president of the United Methodist Women of Greater New Jersey, I encourage you to connect to the women of your church. Please call me or a member of your UMW team if you are struggling and need to talk.
One opportunity to connect with United Methodist Women is on Sunday, April 25,th from 3-5pm. This joint conference-district gathering is another outside-the-box, creative idea. Please register at [Ctrl + Click]: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcrd-yvrDovGNKX8tsd1AjSk7EkpXeJhunX. 
“Nevertheless, She Persisted”
UMW Called to Be Like the Persistent Widow in the Work of Environmental Justice
based on Luke 18:1-8
Speaker: Rev. Luana Cook Scott, Pastor, Morristown United Methodist Church
I hope and pray that I will “see” you there. Stay safe and stay well.
Love in Christ,
Sue Zahorbenski
President, Greater New Jersey United Methodist Church (GNJUMW)
Diaconal Minister, United Methodist Church at New Brunswick

Greater New Jersey United Methodist Women (GNJUMW)
http://www.gnjumw.org
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I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
                                     Philippians 4:13
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Be strong and courageous for the Lord is with you wherever you go.
                                                 JOSHUA 1:9

Our Heritage

		The  United  Methodist  Women
		have   celebrated   their   150th
		anniversary  and  still  counting.
Where did we come from and where are we going?  What are our stories?  Check out our Legacy here at:  https:/www.unitedmethodist women.org/150/home.
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Voice of GNJ Korean-American Clergy Caucus

March 17, 2021 | Racial Justice, GNJ News

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Grace and Peace of Christ Jesus be with you!

The Greater New Jersey Annual Conference is one of the most diverse conferences in terms of race and culture. We proudly and thankfully celebrate our cultural and racial diversity whenever we gather. Thanks to the diversity of GNJAC, there are many Korean-American clergies who answered God’s calling. As followers of Jesus Christ, we’d like to share our concern today. 

It is not a secret that Asian-Americans have been targets of violence more and more. According to STOP AAPI HATE, violence against Asian-Americans has been reported at least 500 times already in the last two months, and nearly 3,800 anti-Asian racist incidents, mostly against women, have occurred in the last 12 months.  Recently, an 83-year-old Korean-American woman was spat on and punched in the face in an unprovoked attack in New York City. In addition, on Tuesday evening, a man opened fire at three spas in Atlanta, GA, leaving eight people dead. The brazen shootings, which took the lives of six people of Asian descent, stirred considerable outrage and fear in the Asian-American community. While the authorities are still investigating, we, the GNJ Korean-American Clergy Caucus, are deeply concerned about the surge of hate crimes against Asian-Americans that are motivated by the misleading information that Asians brought the pandemic to the U.S.  

We believe that failing to address the issue of racism from the pulpit or among the community of faith is not only being silent but being complicit and contributing to the problem of racism. The church is to be the moral and spiritual compass pointing the way out of the sin of racism no matter what the cost. For Christ Jesus, our Lord, taught us to stand with those who are weak and marginalized. Following this solemn commandment of our Lord, we, GNJAC, proudly have been standing with those who are marginalized. When our government unfairly treated immigrants, GNJAC clergy and laity gathered at the immigration detention center and raised our voice of justice. In solidarity of the ongoing racial justice effort, we added our voice to the Black Lives Matter movement. We believe it is time for GNJAC clergy and laity to raise their voices of justice for Asians and Asian-Americans who face a threat and fear. We, GNJ Korean-American Clergy Caucus, urge our beloved Annual Conference and all Christians to speak up for justice at this urgent moment.

Our Lord Jesus set a good example how to care for the marginalized, the outcast and the last throughout his ministry. His ministry always reminds us that until the last one of us finds safety, none of us can be safe. We are hearing the voice of Jesus, saying that none of us in America can be safe until those Asian-Americans feel safe. Please stand up with Asian-Americans in the name of Jesus.

Grace and Peace!
GNJ Korean-American Clergy Caucus
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Women’s History Month
Responsively Yours: Opening the Door and Keeping It Open

[Excerpts from Methodist United Women General Secretary Harriett Jane Olson]

Women’s History Month in the United States and International Women’s Day (March 8) are times when we celebrate many “firsts.” The recent U.S. presidential inauguration showcased several such firsts: Vice President Kamala Harris, first woman, first African American and first South Asian in this position; Justice Sonia Sotomayor, first Hispanic on the U.S. Supreme Court; and Amanda Gorman, first youth poet laureate. Did you know that Kizzmekia Corbett, a lead scientist for coronavirus vaccine research at the National Institutes of Health, is a team leader for the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine? One of several women making a difference in this highly specialized field, Corbett is a 34-year-old African American woman from North Carolina.
It is good and right for us to notice firsts, and, at the same time, we would be well served to look around them for the people who supported and paved the way, people with skills and attributes we need to learn from. We are not all equipped to be viral immunologists, but we can all work to lift up the women and girls around us, pray for them, help them to believe in themselves and to exert the effort required to remove barriers—especially the interconnected barriers of gender and race.
[For the full article, visit:  United Methodist Women - Responsively Yours: Opening the Door and Keeping It Open.]

Social Action – Be Kind

This week I met an older adult struggling to get a COVID-19 vaccine. With some hearing impairments and no access to a computer, this person was having troubles understanding the vaccine registration process. No one seemed willing to help so I tried to describe the system.

"Do you have a phone? Can you please call my family member and explain this to them for me?" the stranger asked me.

I did just that and spent the next half hour listening to the struggles this family has had trying to figure out how to schedule a vaccine and hearing how difficult it's been being isolated so long. Maybe you feel the same? Maybe you know others in your  community struggling with the challenges of this time? How are you taking care of yourself? How are you supporting others?

This has been a long haul with a lot of challenges. It's been a time even more difficult for some than others.

Emotional support and kindness are things everyone needs right now. As you continue to support your community and members in Social Action, remember that everyone is facing challenges now. Be kind to yourself. Be kind to others.


Blessings and peace, 
Sherri Shumate 
GNJ UMW Social Action Coordinator sherri.shumate@gmail.com 
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Mission “u”

Each year, United Methodist Women members prepare for faithful living and action by engaging in transformative educational experiences at Mission u events.  These events are centered around Mission u curricula that are designed to motivate, inform, and enrich our commitment to global ministry.

Mission u will be held July 15-17, 2021 for a three-day event.  This will be a ten-hour event to allow for Lay Servant recertifications.  A person must attend all sessions to receive credit.  There will also be a one-day session on July 24, 2021.

All sessions will be virtual this year.  Plans are to have the Korean and Hispanic Networks the same day to join the plenaries.  Topics are:
Bearing Witness in the Kingdom:  Living into the Church’s Moral Witness
Through Radical Discipleship
P:ushout:  The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools

Children and youth studies will be held by Next Gen by GNJ Conference
And Camp Ministries until UMW can meet again next year.

All registrations will be by GNJ Conference.  Details to be announced.
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Northeastern Jurisdiction (NEJ)

NEJ is planning for UMW Assembly May 20-22, 2022 at the Orlando Convention Center.  Early registration will begin in September 2021 and more information to include hotel accommodations will be announced.

NEJ Quadrennial is scheduled for 2024 with details to be announced.

Marilyn Powell
Assistant Dean for Mission u
NEJ Nominations Chair

[image: United Methodist Women Announces Program Advisory Group Nominations Slate]
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The GNJ Digest is a weekly email newsletter that promotes time sensitive events and resources at the conference level, previews weekly denomination news relevant to Greater New Jersey and the strategic plan, highlights conference-wide initiatives and agencies including the Stewardship Foundation, Next Generation Ministries and A Future With Hope and provides a vehicle for job postings and committee meeting announcements.

The March 2021 issue of GNJ Digest in an article entitled Women Trailblazing through United Methodist History features two well-known New Jersey Methodist women.  GNJUMW President  Sue Zahorbenski writes of her efforts to champion social justice, and Dr. B. Lee Manns, a chaplain at Virtua Hospital in Marlton, NJ shares her journey striving to help others.

Read about the spiritual journeys of GNJUMW President Zahorbenski and Dr. Manns in addition to the accomplishments of others in the GNJ Digest March newsletter under the direction of Editorial Manager Heather Mistretta by visiting 0321-GNJ-The-Relay-March-WEB.pdf (gnjumc.org).

































The Legacy Fund
Sustaining Phase, Building on Our Success

[image: 150 - The Legacy Fund Endownment]


As a permanently invested endowment, The Legacy Endowment Fund will forever be a source of income for United Methodist Women (UMW).  Providing the assurance that United Methodist Women can provide the life-affirming, compassionate care and support that heals, restores, and empowers populations of women, children and youth in the years and decades to come.

On March 23, 2021, the UMW Legacy Fund hosted a Day of Giving entitled 2021 Our Year of Hope to continue to put their faith, hope, and love into action on behalf of women, children, and youth in our communities and around the world.  

Donations are still welcome. Visit United Methodist Women - Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign to contribute and to read of other efforts and promotions of The Legacy Fund.























Greater New Jersey United Methodist Women (GNJUMW)
http://www.gnjumw.org






Page  7


2021 Calendar of Events

April 1		UMW Faith Talks Podcast, “Attack on Asian/Pacific Islanders, 2:00PM,
			Visit Faith Talks website at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks for 				available recordings of this podcast.

April 24		Capital District Neighborhood Center Tea.  [www.gnjumw.org, DISTRICTS]

			Church Women United in New Jersey Spring 2021 Assembly, “Striving
			to Become Better Stewards of God’s Creation.”  Contact Carolyn Weeks 
			to register for Zoom link:  cweeks@me.com.

April 25		GNJUMW and UMW Districts joint Spring Celebration entitled “Nevertheless, 			She Persisted” based on Luke 18:1-8, via ZOOM.
			See flyer below for registration.

April 14		UMW Climate Justice Federal Legislative Day.  Urge Congress to pass
			Climate legislation that prioritizes just energy for all.
			Register on April 14, 2021 at:  www.surveymonkey.com/r/FHLJQBM.

May 24-25		2021 Annual Conference for United Methodists of Greater New Jersey,
			Theme FORWARD.  Details:  www.gnjumc.org. 

July 16-18		Mission “u” Three Day School (Virtual).  Visit www.gnjumw.org website and			click on Programs & EVENTS for details.

July 22		South Seaville Camp Meeting   [www.gnjumw.org, DISTRICTS]

October		Neighborhood Center Gala, Haddonfield, NJ

October 16		GNJUMW Annual Fall Meeting, Neptune, NJ.  Location TBA or ZOOM.

October 17		Capital District Annual Fall Meeting and Communion Breakfast








































    

Do not be anxious about anything.
	But in every situation,
		By prayer and petition,
			With thanksgiving,
				Present your request to God.
                                                             Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV)
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Cape Atlantic District Devotional

by Frannie Hagins, Cape Atlantic District President

Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us very clearly that, “for everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven".
I believe the time is now to use these days and hours to appreciate God’s creation.
Many of you, who know me, are aware that it is not only the mandates imposed because of the Pandemic, but health issues that have kept me “housebound” for several weeks.  For me, it has truly been a “time” to observe the life of my yard and the neighborhood.  
Bringing in the paper, the mail, small things like opening the car windows, all have been a part of daily chores.  However, there has been much time to sit on the front steps and see life all around me.  I have three bird feeders and a couple of special spots for the birds that are “ground feeders”.  In addition, what I see is not only the birds, but also squirrels, chipmunks, rabbits, large Momma Rabbits and baby bunnies, even ducks from the creek across the street, all come to feed together in my yard. There have been three new bird families in the old birdhouse that is fastened at the far end of my porch. And  I wonder,  as I day-dream,  if this is what it must have been like before God added His personal piece of creation in the form,  as Genesis  tells us,  of Adam and Eve.
Then I think of the Pandemic and the chaos, confusion and frustrations that have been added to everyone’s life and think, just how are we using this time, this season of our lives. Could it be that this is a time for getting to know your neighbors, even if it is from a distance and the far side of a mask?  I realize that before all of this, I had become friendly with “Missy” and her human Momma.  They cannot go by the driveway without a friendly hug for Missy.  Now, I have added other dog walkers, and realize that several “rescue dogs” are part of our neighborhood.  A quiet, gentle man, Tom, who lives up the street is a regular walker – a limited conversation, but because he is a troubled person, he feels special because someone took the time to say “Hello, how are you, Tom?”  I probably would not be out there except for the limitations of our daily lives, partially because of the Pandemic. 
Because of the road construction detour, I met not only a new neighbor and friend, but also someone who would be a help getting me to Urgent Care.  She is a retired nurse. She shared that she had prayed to God to send someone that needed her skills, her training and her time, so that in His name she could share and minister.  She was my transportation to Urgent Care.  
Think again my friends, of detours, inconveniences, even health issues as, positive not negative times of our lives. With an open heart, an open mind, yes, even Pandemic restrictions, very possibly this is your time to serve the Lord; this very possibly is “your time for every purpose under heaven".

God Bless You, every one.      
In His love and service, Frannie
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United Methodist Voices Against 
Asian American Racial Injustices



Bishop Schol Statement on Aggression against Asian People
I invite all of our churches to pray to end hate crimes toward Asians and all people of color and to use the prayer below this weekend in worship and/or to email it to church members and friends. I call all pastors to denounce the rise in hate crimes and to claim we are all God’s children regardless of race, culture, and nation and that as followers of Jesus and as United Methodists we value every person regardless of race, culture, or nationality.  3-17-21
[For Bishop Schol’s full message, visit:  Message from Bishop Schol | Statement on Aggression against Asian People | United Methodist Church of Greater New Jersey (gnjumc.org)]

The Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church
Dismantling Racism:  Lent devotions by our bishops.  The Council of Bishops invites the people of The United Methodist Church to a season of introspection and self-examination.  Together this Lent, we will confess and fast from the sin of racism, discrimination, oppression and exclusion and feast on the beauty and blessing of the diversity of God’s Church.
[www.gnjumc.org, Journal Page, Devotion for March 24, 2021 by Bishop Rodolfo Juan]

United Methodist Women Mourns Lives Lost, Expresses Solidarity with Asian American and Pacific Islander Communities
Today, United Methodist Women mourns with the Asian American and Pacific Islander communities.  We mourn with the victims’ families.  We decry both the recent upsurge in attacks against Asian American communities and the racist myths upon which they’re built.  We lament the long-standing and lethal tradition of sexualized violence targeting Asian, Asian American and Pacific Islander women in the United States.  Until the violence ends, we weep as Jesus weeps.  We renew our commitment to fight for racial justice for all people while paying specific attention to the ways race and gender intersect to uniquely target women of color.
[United Methodist Women - United Methodist Women Mourns Lives Lost, Expresses Solidarity with Asian American and Pacific Islander Communities] 

United Methodists of Greater New Jersey 
In GNJ we have committed to work toward ending the sin of racism. Our thoughts and prayers go out to all those who have been victims of racism, especially the families of our Asian brothers and sisters who are facing a rising wave of violence during the pandemic. The following are essential actions and information for this week. We encourage you to read this information carefully as it impacts your congregations and your communities. 
[www.gnjumc.org, GNJ News Archive]












































Greater New Jersey United Methodist Women (GNJUMW)
http://www.gnjumw.org





    Greater New Jersey United Methodist Women   [image: ] [image: ][image: ] 

Page  10

A Resurrection Miracle in Palisades!

by Susan Zahorbenski, GNJUMW President


The Palisades District United Methodist Women has been blessed with an Easter miracle of their own this year. What a timely development for a group of women who have persevered over the years, now as winter turns to spring and flowers begin to bloom.

Many thanks to Barbara McFarquhar, who led the Palisades District for many years as their unofficial president, way beyond term limits, “contact person.” She is the one who held things together for many years. With encouragement from former GNJ President Kathy Schulz, she held on for a few more months. Now, as COVID brought health issues to everyone in the world, she decided to step down. This was a providential move, as the space opened up for a new beginning.

In February, the team met and brought forth a rebirth of the district leadership team. We are all very grateful for these women who agreed to serve, many in a new capacity. Their new “Leader” told the funny story at our subsequent conference leadership team meeting: They used the term “leader” because they thought she’d say “no” if they asked her to be the president!

Here is a list of these miracle workers, whom we welcome into the GNJUMW circle of leaders:

Joyce McKnight Young, leader
Mary Bland, Resource
Wiesje Martin, treasurer
Desiree Stephens, secretary and
Rosa Williams.




















The Derrick

I glimpsed only the top of the derrick
Gliding along on the air.
And then the boat came by the jetty
And the derrick was perfectly clear.
It looked so calm and stately
In a new coat of paint so white
That it glistened and gleamed in the sunlight
And it sparkled and showed off its might.
Then I saw that the brow rod high in the water
Showing that cargo was no longer there
And the derrick had fulfilled its purpose
In helping to fill up some pier.

The RIVER …and other poems by Barbara McFarguhar, UMW
Greater New Jersey United Methodist Women (GNJUMW)
http://www.gnjumw.org
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Greater New Jersey Conference
United Methodist Women
Spring Celebration
(including District celebrations)
[image: A picture containing person, fruit  Description automatically generated]
“Nevertheless, She Persisted”
UMW Called to Be Like the Persistent Widow in the Work of Environmental Justice
based on Luke 18:1-8.
Speaker: Rev. Luana Cook Scott,
Pastor, Morristown United Methodist Church 
Sunday, April 25, 2021, 3:00-5:00pm 
(Fellowship & Zoom Introduction at 2:30pm)
Register in advance by April 20 for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcrd-yvrDovGNKX8tsd1AjSk7EkpXeJhunX  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk66462137]		Offering will be split between:
		Green Faith and the Camden Neighborhood Center Community Garden 
			(please make checks to GNJUMW) and mail to Carol Bloch at 8 Kayharts Lane, Washington, NJ 07882)
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Friends

Excerpts from the RIVER …and other poems

There are friends I’ve had for many years,
Who’ve shared some childhood dreams.
There are those with whom I’ve shared my cares,
Who’ve carried me on life’s streams.

Some friends are newly found,
And only time will tell
If our friendship will be tightly bound
Or break in a short spell.

There are friends for whose time I no longer vie,
They’re moving on in time or space,
And leaving the spot that they occupy
So others can take their place.

And still there are friends who have returned
And picked up right where they’d left,
And brought back to me new things they’d learned.
To enrich and make me more deft.

I cherish all these friends I’ve had
As they’ve weaved in and out each year
For a new dimension each did add
As I’ve grown their wisdom’s more dear.

by Barbara McFarquhar
United Methodist Woman
Prayer for United Methodists – Bishop John Schol

Creator God, before human life began, you reached around the globe to gather rich red clay, fertile black soil, white sand, tan and brown earth and created humanity; people of every hue, every culture and of every nation and called them good. We praise you because you embrace diversity. Through all of us, you ran red blood in our veins and breathed into us the same breath. We praise you because while creating us uniquely, you have drawn us together to be one family.
Redeemer God, forgive us when we allow color, culture, and boundary to become the enemy of hospitality and dignity. In the midst of life’s complexities, let us never give up or give in to quick fixes but to be the innovators, creators following your example of loving diversity and embracing one another.
Sustainer God and protector of all, sustain and strengthen us for the journey ahead. Help us to be bearers of hospitality and grace through our church, our homes, and our nation. Holy Spirit, pour out your courage and zeal on each of us to be bearers of the truth of Christ-like love and to work to end the sin of racism.
Amen.
3/17/21




















                                                                                       [image: ]
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Attacks on Asian/Pacific Islanders will be the focus of the live recording of the Faith Talks podcast on Thursday, April 1 at 2:00 p.m. ET.  Discussions include the fatal March 16 shooting at several Asian-owned businesses in Atlanta, as well as the recent incidence of attacks on this community. If we are honest, anti-Asian sentiment, including the sexualization of Asian women, has existed for decades. Now is the Fatime to determine what each of us can do to stop it.

Visit Faith Talks website at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks for available recordings of this podcast.
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See Her
March 22, 2021 | By Virgil Williams
The most powerful song of the 20th century.
Started out in the church pews
People of all colors and hues step out and sang
From the depths of their Souls
We Shall Overcome
&
We See You
I Am Somebody
I am Not Afraid
Folks gathered together, to talk together, to walk together
To share their Hopes and Dreams Together
We must continue, We must Continue, We Must Continue
We See You
They are now coming for our Asian Sisters
And they are Afraid
We must Stand Tall and Strong
With The Lord’s Help—We Still Overcome
Our Asian Sisters, We See You, We Love You, We Walk With You
SEE HER!

Source:  www.gnjumc.org/news/see-her/ 
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Climate Action is Our Response to Global Warming 
NJ and Its Coastal Zones

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED in NEW JERSEY
PRESENTS A VIRTUAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM

Spring 2021 Assembly
"Striving to Become Better Stewards of God's Creation."
connecting climate change scientifically and spiritually with a focus on Global Warming

SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021   TIME: 9:30 A.M. (gathering) to Noon
SCRIPTURE: I brought you into a fertile land to eat its fruit and rich produce. But you came and defiled my land and made my inheritance detestable. (Jeremiah 2:7 NIV)

DONATION:  $10.00 
Email Carolyn James Weeks at cweeks@me.com to register for ZOOM link.


























Greater Newark Health Care Coalition (GNHCC)
Invites you to

Reach One:  Helping NJ Moms and Babies Thrive 
Initiative Training

Maternal Health Workshop
Tuesday, April 6, 2021    4:30pm to 7:30pm
Register:  https://bit.ly/30EBtGp 

This initiative is sponsored by the New Jersey Department of Health and The Nicholson Foundation with content developed by Epic Health Solutions, LLC.  GNHCC offers training to the community at large to build community capacity to advance health equity with a focus on maternal and infant health.  The goal is to raise awareness about black infant and maternal mortality and the impact that social factors such as education, economic status, and racism have on maternal and child health in New Jersey.
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[image: ]연합
감리
여성의 조직
단위는
그리스도
예수
사람을 통해
전체적으로되어야한다
자유를
여성의 사회
경험과
하나님을
안다는 목적,
활동을
교회의
지원하는 개발
세계적인 사역.
창의, 그리고 참가를
통해
작전의
개념을
확장


















La unidad organizada de Mujeres Metodistas Unidas es una comunidad de
jeres cuyo PROPOSITO consiste en conocer a Dios y experimentar libertad
totalidad de sus vidas mediante Jesucristo; desarrollar un companerismo
creativo y de apoyo, y ampliar los conceptos de mision mediante la 
participacion ministerios globales de la iglesia.
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