Message from GNJUMW President

September 2021
Dear United Methodist Women of Greater New Jersey and friends,

Redistricting, Part 2
Greetings to all, in the cooling weather of fall! I hope your families and friends,
children and grandchildren, nieces and nephews are back to school, and everyone
is staying healthy. We now know that there may not be a “post-COVID,” but pray that
the pandemic proportions will cease.
Our summer newsletter explained what we then knew about GNJ redistricting. We now have only six districts and six district superintendents. This does
not affect UMW yet, as we will continue through 2021-22 as is, yet planning for the
future. Even some conference-level committees are taking a similar approach (e.g..,
DCOM). The Leadership Team will meet on October 27th to discuss our plan and
our timeline. District Nominations Committees will consider the new districts
throughout the next year and new slates will be offered at the fall 2022 meetings.
These changes are an opportunity to bring freshness and new life. I often
sense God’s hand nudging us along. Just as COVID has forced change, sometimes
these innovations become essentials. With Zoom and other virtual formats, we have
done meetings, school, doctor appointments, concerts, family occasions,
graduations and worship. We will plan for the future and create new things that will
enable us to move with the Spirit into the future.
Two scriptures may help inform us at such a time as this. National United
Methodist Women has used “new wineskins” (Mk2:22) as a metaphor for attracting
new women by adjusting to meet their needs (see: https://www.united
methodistwomen.org/news/new-wineskins-for-growth). Another passage used for
moving into the future was Paul’s shipwreck story (Acts 27:18-44), emphasizing,
“What do we need to throw overboard in order to survive?” What old ways of doing
things threaten to sink us if we do not adjust?
Let us continue to invite district superintendents to our annual meeting to increase
our visibility in the conference. This may be a time to reconsider regional meetings, as there
Continued on page 2.
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Redistricting
(continued from page 1)
are only two regions now. Our Spring Zoom GNJUMW meeting was an example of this level of
cooperation. Please try to activate your district Nominations Committees – THE MOST important
positions! Invite new people to serve, including those outside our churches at work, PTA, choir,
sorority, etc. Only the president has to be a member of the United Methodist Church. May this be
another example of God creating beyond our imaginations, “making all things new!”
Blessings on your harvest season,
Sue Zahorbenski, GNJUMW President

United Methodist Women

2022 Assembly

May 20-22, 2022
Orlando Convention Center
Orlando, Florida
Register Now

TURN IT UP! for spiritual healing and renewal, women leaders making an impact, and justice for
women, children, and youth.
Join women ready to worship, act, and celebrate our sisterhood, reflect on today’s challenges
and together find comfort and strength to move forward.
https://assembly2022.org
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Our Heritage
The United Methodist Women
have celebrated their 150th
anniversary and still counting.
Where did we come from and where are we
going? What are our stories? Check out our
Legacy here at: https:/www.unitedmethodist
women.org/150/home.

Find Us:
GNJ United Methodist Women
https://www.gnjumw.org
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/111312445695999/

United Methodist Women
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
https://www.umwonline.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/UMWo
men
https://twitter.com/UMWomen

https://www.pinteresst.com/UM
Women/
youtube.com/UMWomen
https://www.instagram.com/umw
omen/
https://www.flickr.com/groups/u
mwomen
Be strong and courageous for the Lord is
with you wherever you go.
JOSHUA 1:9
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Voting Equity
The Greater NJ UMW Annual Fall Meeting held on October 16, 2021 included a morning
session on Equity in Voting with panelists Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis from The Poor People’s
Campaign, Toni Zimmer from the NJ League of Women Voters, and Joyce Pratt, Equal Economic
Opportunity Consultant and GNJUMW Communications Chair. Each panelist shared major issues
requiring consideration when choosing the candidate of your choice when exercising your vote.
Rev. Theoharis shared why voter equity matters to God and to us and discussed how people
of the “Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival” are coming together to confront
the interlocking evils of systemic racism, poverty, ecological devastation, militarism and the war
economy, and the distorted moral narrative of religious nationalism.” For more information and to
join and/or act, visit www.poorpeoplescampaign.org.
Toni Zimmer of the New Jersey League of Women Voters (LWVNJ) presented the leagues
mission, vision, and value to empower voters and defend democracy; envision a democracy where
every person has the desire, the right, the knowledge and the confidence to participate; and value
the power of women to create a more perfect democracy. Participants were invited to contact Ms.
Zimmer at www.lwvnj.org.
Joyce Pratt shared three key issues requiring voting consideration in our next election –
school segregation in New Jersey, redistricting/redlining/gerrymandering abuse that hinders our
“one person – one vote” principle, and our debt ceiling crisis due to government spending more than
it takes from taxes and other revenue. Ms. Pratt shared the following take-aways from a September
24, 2021 statewide conference on School Segregation in New Jersey entitled “A Pandemic of
Inequality and Lost Opportunity.”
 New Jersey is the fifth most segregated state in the United States
 Segregation is not just a feeling but a tangible cost.
 The cost to do nothing is horrendous (incarceration, poverty, unemployment,
uneducated)
 There are New Jersey cities that prove desegregation is successful.
 Unfamiliarity creates distrust and hatred.
 We cannot teach children they have a specific place based on race/color.
 Be grounded. We all enter this earth/life as humans.
Ms. Pratt urged members to find their legislators and write or call them with their concerns and
ask how our leaders plan to resolve local, state, and national issues at www.house.gov [click on
“Representatives” and your state] and www.senate.gov [click on “Senators”].
When the righteous increase, the people rejoice,
But when the wicked rule, the people groan.
Proverbs 29:2
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Reflection on the UMW Purpose

By Virgil Williams, Gateway South District UMW President
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose
is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop,
supportive fellowship, and to expand Concepts of mission through participation in the global
ministries of the church.
When I read the words of our UMW Purpose I am reminded of a portrait gallery, and I am reminded of
my mother and how we took family pictures at each family gathering and those pictures are preserved
in albums, on videos, slides, and especially in our hearts.
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women…
A community, that invokes different pictures in my mind—I think of the community where I live. It is
very diverse, yet even with our different cultures and ideas we still are a community. When one of us is
hurt, we all hurt, we all react. When we have a particular joy, such as a new birth, a graduation, or even
sharing our vacation pictures, we are a community. We United Methodist Women are a community with
like-minded goals.
whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus
Christ;
Mary Magdalene, whatever portrait comes to mind, think on this. She was never a harlot; at least there
is no evidence, anywhere, for that. At the most she suffered from depression and was possessed with
seven demons that were cast out by Christ. At the best she was a part of a ministering team with
Joanna and Susanna to Christ while He lived and followed him to the Cross. They helped to anoint His
body and were there to spread the Good News of His Resurrection.
to develop, supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission through participation in
the global ministries of the church.
This brings to mind many ladies; Harriet Olsen, Susan Zahorbenski, Marge Williams, Mary Martz,
Drucella King, Marilyn Powell, Sara Joslin, Shirley Swindell, Vickie Holmes and many others whose
dedication to the mission and ministry of UMW are phenomenal. The Neighborhood Center, the Ronald
McDonald House. Their passion for Social Justice, Equal Rights for all as well as their compassion for
The Least, The Lost, and The Forgotten.
United Methodist Women give countless hours and dedication to a cause greater than themselves.
Giving to the Legacy Fund, giving care and compassion to the young family in need, as well as making
folks feel as if they are special just the way they are.
Ladies we are local as well as global. We have answered the call of a higher calling in Christ Jesus,
and we minister according to our substance; however, that looks, whether it is providing shelter, food,
or a listening ear. We also give spiritual substance each time we introduce our Savior, Jesus the Christ
to our neighbors, friends, those we’ve known for years and also to the friend we just encountered. We
are Sisters ministering together.
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Indigenous Peoples’ Day is a federal holiday in the United States that celebrates and honors
Native American people and commemorates their histories and cultures. On October 8, 2021, U.S.
President Joe Biden became the first U.S. President to formally recognize the holiday by signing a
presidential proclamation declaring October 11, 2021 to be a national holiday. It is celebrated across
the United States on the second Monday in October and is an official city and state holiday in various
localities. [Wikipedia.org]

Remembering Native American Victims of US Schools
United Methodist leaders decry church sponsorship of U.S. abusive “Indian boarding schools” and
call for remembrance of victims and survivors. [September 28, 2021 ATLANTA] [umcmission.org]
The Past
Recent media reports, a public education campaign, and the announcement of an investigation
by the U.S Department of the Interior have cast renewed light on one of the most shameful practices
in the deplorable treatment of the Indigenous people of North America by European colonists across
50 years. This was the forcing of thousands of Native American boys and girls into “Indian boarding
schools” in a deliberate attempt to separate them from their families and cultures.
Disturbing new reports from both Canada and the U.S. indicate that, in some cases, large numbers
of the young people died in school custody without notice to families and were buried in mass
schoolyard graves. Some of these burials have been documented internally in boarding school
records, but others have not.
While authorized and primarily funded by government, some of these schools were also
sponsored or operated by religious organizations, including several with Methodist affiliations. Some
Methodists and their institutions shared and promoted the sentiment that Indigenous people must be
“Christianized” and then “civilized” to be regarded as human beings, or as stated by prominent
proponents, “Kill the Indian and save the man.”
The U.S. Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland announced that the Bureau of Indian Affairs will
investigate the programs and operations of these boarding schools. The General Board of Global
Ministries of the United Methodist Church, Roland Fernandes General Secretary, has committed to
sharing information discovered in their investigation of Methodist involvement in such institutions.
The Future
In the face of renewed focus on the damages done by the boarding schools, we:
 Endorse and join the Day of Remembrance on September 30, 2021,
 Welcome the investigation underway by the U.S. Department of the Interior,
 Pledge to conduct our own study and investigation of Methodist-related boarding schools,
 Seek to embody in our work the spirit of our church’s 2012 “Act of Repentance Toward Healing
Relationships with Indigenous People,”
 Review and implement as recommendations for healing and reconciliation found in the
resolution of 2016, including measures to increase the role and visibility of Indigenous persons
and communities, and
 Promote equity and justice for Native Americans in both church and society.
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GNJ UMW Social Action Updates Fall 2021
On September 11, the Charter for Racial Justice of the Greater NJ UMW offered the first program
in a three-part series called Know Your Neighbor. We listened to three women who identify as Muslim
share about the ways their lives and communities have been harmed by discrimination because of the
way the United States responded to the horrific acts of Sept. 11 with more acts of violence and
discrimination. Each woman talked about the diversity amongst people who call themselves Muslim and
the power and importance of learning people's stories so we can better care for one another. You can
view the recording of this powerful program below.
For the Oct. 9th Know Your Neighbor: Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders Experiences, we
heard from Susan S. Kim. Part three of the series will take place on Nov. 13 and Noon: Experiences of
Indigenous People with Cynthia Mosley. These conversations have been a powerful way to break down
stereotypes and expand our understanding and compassion. There are a wealth of related resources and
videos added into our shared resources file about these topics. There's also a section of resources
highlighting ways we can support the 10,000 refugees from Afghanistan who are currently arriving in New
Jersey through Fort Dix.
As we continue to recover from severe flooding due to recent storms, there's also a need for more
cleaning buckets. See below.
There are a wealth of needs and opportunities to care for each other right now. In the midst of it
all, remember to also take care of yourself. You are valued and you make a difference. We are so grateful
for each of you. Thank you for all you do!
-Sherri Shumate, Social Action Coordinator

Opportunities and Resources:
Focus on Indigenous Peoples Experiences
Speaker: Cynthia Mosley & Connectional Officer Sung-ok Lee
Saturday, Nov. 13, Noon-1 Register for 11-13 Zoom
Feel free to send in questions in advance to:
sherri.shumate@gmail.com

Recording of 9/11 Know Your Neighbor Program

Passcode: #*skzy4q

Donations to support refugees:
UMCOR Advance #3022144 or donate online at:
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/3022144/
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Greater New Jersey United Methodist
GNJ UMW Social Action Updates Fall 2021
Opportunities and Resources
(Continued from page 7)

Save these dates for upcoming events:
https://tinyurl.com/UMWcalendar20-21
Resources and Actions for Racial Justice
https://tinyurl.com/UMWresources
Cleaning Buckets:
Friends in Christ,
When floodwaters were quickly rising and tornadoes were thrashing homes earlier this month as
Ida swept through the Northeast, volunteers across Greater New Jersey were gearing up to be
there for those in need, whether that meant mucking out buildings or providing them with
resources like temporary housing, food sources, dry clothes and financial assistance. The
outpouring of support and ecumenical collaboration from our local churches and nonprofit
organizations has been amazing.
As GNJ's Disaster Response team continues moving forward with the relief effort, it has become
apparent that there is a great need for more cleaning buckets.
If you are able to contribute to this effort, we strongly encourage you to follow the instructions on
how to make a cleaning bucket here. Also, Good Shepherd UMC, one of the HUBs, has offered
to train churches.
Instructions:
https://umcmission.org/umcor-cleaning-kit/
Once complete, the assembled cleaning kits can be delivered to any of our three Disaster Relief
Supply Hubs in GNJ, as designated by Mission Central: Andover UMC in Newton, New Dover
UMC in Edison and Good Shepherd UMC in Northfield. If you are unable to deliver your kits, we
are working on arrangements for them to be picked up.
If you have any questions, please contact Nicole Troast, a pastor at Good Shepherd UMC,
at Ntroast@goodshepherdumc.com or (609) 641-3219.
We are grateful for your support during this critical time. Over the past two weeks, you have
proven that together we can make a difference.
God Bless,
Rev. Tom Lank
GNJ Disaster Response Coordinator
Greater New Jersey United Methodist Women (GNJUMW)
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SPECIAL REPORTS
2021 and 2022 Mission u
The event consisted of a three-day session held
on July 16-18 and a one-day session held on July
25 with the theme from Romans 12:2 “Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern
what is the will of God – What is good and
acceptable and perfect.”
Forty-seven (47) women attended the threeday sessions via Zoom. Alana Walls from UMW
National led the study on Pushout:
The
Criminalization of Black Girls in School by Monique
W. Morris. Approximately thirty-four (34) women
attended the one-day session as Rev. James
McKeever led “Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom”
and Kathy Schutz and Yvonne Bouknight led
“Pushout.”
The Korean session held on July 25, 2021 was
attended by thirty (30) women.
Plans for 2022 Mission u are for three-day
sessions on Thursday and Friday night virtual and
Saturday in-person with live stream capabilities.
The dates are July 14-16, 2022. The one-day
session will be virtual on July 23, 2022. The
Mission u planning team is looking for a site to host
the in-person session and two tech savvy women
to assist with technical planning for virtual classes.
Marilyn Powell
Dean of Mission u

Abusive Indian Boarding Schools
Rev. Greg Bergquist, General Secretary,
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
wrote an appeal to GNJUMW President Susan
Zahorbenski to join him and other United Methodist
leaders to decry church sponsorship of U.S.
abusive Indian boarding schools and call for the

remembrance of victims and survivors. Rev.
Bergquist shares that together we will ensure that
all children, and children yet to be born, will be
honored for who they are and from whom and
where they have come. For more information:
Remembering Native American victims of US
schools - Global Ministries (umcmission.org).

Northeastern Jurisdiction (NEJ)
UMW National has opened early registration
for Assembly 2022,”Turn it Up” at Orlando Florida
Convention Center during May 20-22, 2022. Early
registration will close November 30 and can be
accessed via www.unitedmethodistwomen.org or
www.Assembly2022.org. Workshops and hotel
information is available and GNJUMW has a block
of rooms.
May 19, 2022 will be the Ubuntu day of service
at an additional cost. Check with your District for
available scholarships for first time women.
The NEJ leadership team is planning for the
next Quadrennium in 2024. Information TBA.
Marilyn Powell
NEJ Chair of Nominations

GNJUMW Redistricting
GNJUMW President Susan Zahorbenski
invites members to a Zoom conversation on
October 27, 2021, 6:00pm, to begin exploring
what we will look like with only six (6) districts. This
is the beginning of planning and will include a
timeline on what to expect over the next year. For
details, contact Sue at zee4ski@gmail.com.

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,
just as in fact you are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5:11
Greater New Jersey United Methodist Women (GNJUMW)
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Greater New Jersey United Methodist

Neighborhood Center in Camden
Report from the Gateway South District September 2021 Newsletter
Despite the pandemic, 2021 has seen many good things happening at the Neighborhood
Center.
Property improvements include a new roof, repair of the gym floor, new outdoor signage in
front and on the side of the building, repairs to the trailer, and an updated security system. The new
security system makes it possible to see who is at the front door using a video monitor. The
basement is an area in need of remodeling to make better use of classroom space.
The teen and summer urban farming program went well this summer. Crops grown were
sold at local farm markets in Camden. The summer camp program also went well. The noon feeding
program continues with one-third of the clientele coming for meals every day. The Senior program
has not restarted yet due to Covid.
The new Assistant Director at the Neighborhood Center is Zhaire McCormick. He has
been involved with Neighborhood Center program for 4 or 5 years including as a summer camp
counselor and running the evening basketball program. He was very excited to accept this new
position as he is already invested in the lives of some of the children at the Neighborhood Center.
Zhaire is a Rutgers graduate with a degree in social work. He has been a special education teacher
working with both adults and youth. He also has experience working with DCP&P. Enrollment in the
after-school program has clearly grown due to the basketball program which he ran so well.
Childcare is full. Preschool enrollment is low as preschool is offered free at Camden public
schools. Enrollment in the afterschool program has increased from thirty-three students the first
week. The very popular basketball program has eighty kids enrolled, including ages three and up
on Saturdays.
A part-time Teen Director position is now being advertised. The Teen program had been on
hold due to Covid and the low vaccination rate of teens. Goals of the Teen program include enabling
a successful high school experience and transitioning the student to a successful college
experience, teaching self-reliance and purposeful life skills, and assisting with preparation for
college. Future goals include SAT test prep, financial aid application assistance, and furthering
college partnerships with Rutgers, Rowan and black colleges.
The current plan is to hold the Thanksgiving food and Christmas toy store as usual with
families able to choose for family members. The annual benefit dinner is tentatively planned for
February 19, 2022 at Tavistock Country Club.
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In Memoriam
May the winds of heaven blow softly and whisper in your ear
how much we love and miss you and wish that you were here.

Fran Hagins, President
Cape Atlantic District (CAD)
United Methodist Women
An inspiring leader who graced each CAD
meeting with her beautiful poetry, well
selected scriptures, and angelic songs.

June McCullough
UMW of Vineland’s First
United Methodist Church (FUMC)
UMW of FUMC is dedicating their
Alcove on November 7, 2021 at the
11:00am service to June
McCullough, a prominent and
dedicated woman at FUMC and the
conference.
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Greater NJ United Methodist Women’s
Charter for Racial Justice
invites you to

Know Your Neighbor

Focus on Indigenous Peoples Experiences
Speaker: Cynthia Mosley &
Connectional Officer Sung-ok Lee
Saturday, Nov. 13, Noon-1 Register for 11-13 Zoom
Feel free to send in questions in advance to:
sherri.shumate@gmail.com

Recording of 9/11 Know Your Neighbor

Passcode: #*skzy4q
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Take a Break with Jesus
UMW Micro-Retreat
Saturday, November 27, 2021, 10AM-10:45AM
Zoom Link to Register
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErdCurTsqHdxYE7amgh6u9gGASTHBPVyB
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Sparta United Methodist Women

Please join us for 30 Days of Gratitude (World Thank Offering) during the month of
November! This event starts November 1 and ends November 30, 2021.
United Methodist Women of the Sparta United Methodist Church invite you to contribute to
the 30 Days of Gratitude (World Thank Offering). Through this offering, people share God’s
blessing with others. The funds collected are used in the total program of mission and
advocacy in the United States and around the world.
There are four purposes for this project:
1. To raise awareness about what we have (and think for a minute about the people who
don’t have).
2. To raise awareness of things we can do to make the world better.
3. To do some Acts of Love & Kindness (ALK).
4. To raise money for the 30 Days of Gratitude and to help others.
Please set up your own container to collect the offering. Then, please bring your 30 Days of
Gratitude container on the second Sunday after Thanksgiving (December 5th) and set it on
the altar. Checks can be made out to Sparta United Methodist Women and mailed to the
church (71 Sparta Ave). Thank you for taking part in this event!
Sincerely,
Pat Schutz, Sparta UMW
Attachment: Offering Calendar
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Monday, November 1
Tuesday, November 2

ALK: Pray for our children & church-school teachers.
10¢ for every bed in your home.

Wednesday, November 3

3¢ for every window in your home.

Thursday, November 4

5¢ for each clock in your home.

Friday, November 5

25¢ if you have a winter coat.

Saturday, November 6

$1 if your family has health insurance.

Sunday, November 7

5¢ for every door in your home.

Monday, November 8
Tuesday, November 9
Wednesday, November 10

ALK: Send a note of encouragement to someone today.
10¢ for every phone in your home (cell phones, landlines).
2¢ for every picture hanging on the walls.

Thursday, November 11

10¢ if you had three meals today.

Friday, November 12

25¢ if you have clean water to drink at home.

Saturday, November 13

10¢ for every person in your home who goes to school.

Sunday, November 14
Monday, November 15
Tuesday, November 16

2¢ for every blanket in your home.
ALK: Help your family make dinner tonight.
25¢ Helped people experiencing homelessness this year.

Wednesday, November 17

1¢ for every book you own.

Thursday, November 18

5¢ for each pair of shoes, boots, & slippers in your home.

Friday, November 19
Saturday, November 20
Sunday, November 21
Monday, November 22
Tuesday, November 23
Wednesday, November 24
Thursday, November 25
Friday, November 26

ALK: Call a friend & let them know what you love about
them.
25¢ for every pet in your home.
5¢ for every wheel on any vehicle you have for
transportation.
25¢ for each fireplace in your home.
ALK: Call someone you haven’t seen in church lately.
50¢ if you have a refrigerator.
Act of Go around the dinner table & let each person say
Thanksgiving: what they are grateful for.
50¢ if your home has heat & a/c.

Saturday, November 27

ALK: Take some cookies or other dessert to a
friend/neighbor.

Sunday, November 28

ALK: Please collect 5 cans/sealed pkgs of non-perishable
food for the food pantry. Bring the items to church
today.

Monday, November 29

10¢ for every Bible in your home.

Tuesday, November 30

25¢ if you have a winter hat.

-
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GNJUMW Calendar of Events 2021-2022
2021
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Oct 27, 6-7pm

Greater New
Jersey
United Methodist Women (GNJUMW)
Leadership
Team,
Redistricting

Nov 13, 12-1

Charter for Racial Justice Know Your Neighbor, Zoom link to Register

November 17

Executive/Planning Committees for “Lead Like MLK” Training Event, 6pm

November 27

Micro Retreat 10AM-10:45 Zoom Link to Register

http://www.gnjumw.org

2022
January 12, 2022

Zoom rehearsal, 6pm

January 15

Virtual Officer Training on Zoom, “Lead Like MLK” - Leadership Team afterward

March 5

Leadership Team, 9-11:30am, Zoom

April 2 or 9

Spring Meeting, Location or Virtual TBD

May 20-22, 2022

Assembly in Orlando, FL, “Turn it Up!” including Leadership Development Day
https://assembly2022.org/

May 24 Tue., 6pm

Executive Committee/Planning Committee for “Recipes for Success”

June 4

Officer Training, “Recipes for Success” followed by Leadership Team, in-person!

August 6

Treasurer’s Meeting 9:30-11, Leadership Team Meeting 12-1:30

September 20

Tuesday, Exec Committee/Planning Committee, 6pm

October 15

GNJUMW Annual Fall Meeting, 9:30-12:30

GNJUMW Voices of Purpose

