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Aerial operations support full suppression efforts, increasing smoke in the area.
Daily Update: July 22nd, 2025

Acres: 16,835 Start Date: 06/25/2025
Location: Gallina, NM Cause: Lightning
Personnel: 320 Fuels: Oak brush, Pifion-juniper, and mixed conifer

Containment: 55%
Resources: 2 crews | 14 engines | 4 helicopters | 2 unmanned aircraft system | 2 water tenders | 2 dozer | 3 ambulance

Highlights: Aerial support and strategic firing operations are helping to advance full suppression efforts of the Laguna
fire. As a result of fire activity and planned suppression tactics, increased smoke production can be expected in the area.

Fire Activity: Firefighters made significant progress yesterday in achieving full suppression objectives on the Laguna
fire. Moderate temperatures and scattered showers across the area helped to slow the spread of the fire and create more
favorable fire suppression conditions. Crews assigned to the northern section of the fire continued mop-up operations
along containment lines, working to secure the perimeter of the fire.

In a coordinated aerial operation, fire managers utilized Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) and helicopters to conduct
strategic aerial ignitions along the northern perimeter of the fire above La Presa Canyon. Today fire managers will carry
on with these strategic ignitions to help stop the fire’s forward momentum toward the Rio Chama drainage. UAS
operations will continue to play a critical role in full suppression efforts, particularly in areas of steep and rough terrain
that crews cannot safely reach on foot. Water-dropping helicopters remain on standby to support these operations and
ensure that the fire stays within the planned containment boundaries.

Today, crews will continue grading and chipping along with road repairs on Forest Service Road 151. Increased smoke
can be expected due to heightened fire activity and strategic firing operations along the eastern perimeter of the fire.

Weather: Partly sunny skies with increasing cloud coverage today. Isolated and scattered thunderstorms throughout the
area could result in frequent lightning, strong and erratic wind gusts, and potential flooding. Cloudy conditions and
lingering storms will continue into the evening and diminish after midnight tonight.

Smoke: Area residents can expect to see continued smoke from the Laguna Fire. Please use caution when driving in the
area. For the most up-to-date smoke information, visit https://outlooks.wildlandfiresmoke.net/outlook/a60ea7fd?

Closures and Flight Restrictions: A closure order is in place for USFS lands in the area. To view the complete order,
visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/r03/santafe/alerts/laguna-wildfire-closure-order. A Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR) is
also in place for the area. For current TFR maps, visit https://tfr.faa.gov/tfr3/?page=list

Evacuations: Gallina Ranch remains in GO evacuation status, and the Monastery of Christ in the Desert remains in SET
status. For complete information on evacuations in New Mexico, visit https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/sfd/fire-prevention-
programs/ready-set-go-new-mexico/

Laguna Fire Incident Phone Number: 575-323-8964 (8 a.m. to 8 p.m.)
Inciweb: https://inciweb.wildfire.gov/incident-information/nmsnf-laguna-wildfire
Email: 2025.laguna@firenet.gov
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