
 

We Warmly Welcome You to 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Milton Lutheran Parish 

 
 

 

 
 

March 7, 2021 

Third Sunday in Lent 
Traditional Service  

In Person & LIVE Streamed from the Sanctuary at Trinity Lutheran at 9:30 a.m.   

on the Milton Lutheran Parish YouTube Channel  

Visit https://miltonlutheranparish.faith/ to link to the LIVE worship  

 

Thank you for being here.  Whether this is your first time here, or you have been with us for a while, please 

know this . . . we are glad you have chosen to worship with us. 

 

 (Bold italic items to be spoken) 
 

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

 

Prelude  John Warfel 

 

Serving God through faith formation, worship, 

service, evangelism, and fellowship. 

https://miltonlutheranparish.faith/


 

Confession and Forgiveness Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 

Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 

God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 

faith. 

Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn: “There in God’s Garden” John Warfel 

1) There in God's garden  

stands the Tree of Wisdom, 

whose leaves hold forth  

the healing of the nations: 

Tree of all knowledge,  

Tree of all compassion, 

Tree of all beauty. 

 

6) All heav'n is singing,  

"Thanks to Christ whose passion 

offers in mercy  

healing, strength, and pardon. 

Peoples and nations,  

take it, take it freely!" 

Amen! My Master!

            

Greeting Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

  

Prayer of the Day  

Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep us 

steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Penny Ulmer 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 

discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 

made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 

God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 

believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 

wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 19 1-7: Read Responsively  Penny Ulmer 

 1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 

  and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork. 

 2One day tells its tale | to another, 

  and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 

 3Although they have no | words or language, 

  and their voices | are not heard, 

 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends | of the world, 

  where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 

 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 

  it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 

 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of | it again; 

  nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. R 

 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple. 

  

Gospel: John 2: 13-22 Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

The holy gospel according to John the 2nd Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.14 In the temple he found 

those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15And 

making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he 

poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables.16And he told those who sold 

the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father's house a house of trade.” 17His 



 

disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18 So the Jews said 

to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this 

temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build 

this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking about the temple of his 

body. 22When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, 

and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Worship Video- “Widow in the Temple” 

 

Sermon “It feels like being rescued”  Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

 

Hymn of the Day: “Canticle of the Turning” John Warfel 

1) My soul cries out with a joyful shout 

that the God of my heart is great, 

and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 

that you bring to the ones who wait. 

You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, 

and my weakness you did not spurn,  

so from east to west shall my name be blest. 

Could the world be about to turn? 

 

Refrain:  

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

Let the fires of your justice burn.  

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 

and the world is about to turn. 

 

4) Though the nations rage from age to age, 

we remember who holds us fast: 

God's mercy must deliver us  

from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 

This saving word that our forebears heard 

is the promise which holds us bound, 

till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 

who is turning the world around.  Refrain 

 

 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 



 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession  Penny Ulmer 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

 

There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place their trust in 

nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation your people’s 

words and actions honor your name. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for clean air 

and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all people the 

willingness to repent when our way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of your peace and 

mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial systems, and systems of 

law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulnerable and give courage 

to all who are suffering. Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to those who have harmed 

others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this parish and our leaders, so that we might 

follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in our common life that would 

obscure the gospel or that serves our own interests. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for all the martyrs whose 

witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the same trust in life and in death. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



 

Great Thanksgiving      Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 

within each cell; with every breath. 

We praise you, O God. 

Generations bless your faithfulness: 

through the water; by night and day; 

across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 

We bless you, O God. 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: 

at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 

beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

We thank you, O God. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 

we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

in our gathering; within this meal; 

among your people; throughout the world. 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 

by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 

Amen. 

 



 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Communion 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 

making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 

proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn: “Lift High the Cross” John Warfel 

Refrain: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

1) Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 

 

4) So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude John Warfel 

News and Announcements from the Parish 
 

A Note from Pastor Gary . . .  

We are egging peoples’ houses this year! Maybe you know someone in the Milton area that could use some 

cheering up? Maybe you’d like to surprise your own family members? We will be putting together gift bags of 



 

plastic eggs and egging homes with the bags on Saturday, April 3rd. To sign up visit the parish website or 

contact the parish office. Sign-ups will be accepted through March 21st. I invite you to please help in the 

following ways: (1) Drop off bite sized candy donations to the parish by March 21st (2) Help assemble bags on 

March 28th at 10:30 A.M. following church (3) Help to deliver the bags on Saturday, April 3rd starting at 9:00 

A.M.  

 
This Week at Milton Lutheran Parish . . .    

Sun., Mar. 7  Easter Flower Orders Due Today! 

 9:30 AM Worship at Trinity. Live Stream Available.  

Mon., Mar. 8 Parish Council Meeting 7 PM at Trinity 

Tue., Mar. 9 Happy Birthday Penny Hoover! 

Wed., Mar. 10  Happy Birthday Russell Bastian!  

 Bible Study Posted to Website & Social Media  

Thu., Mar. 11 Happy Birthday Zachery Scott!  

Sat., Mar 13 Happy Birthday Jerry Roush! 

Sun., Mar 14  9:30 AM Worship at Trinity. Live Stream Available. 

 
  

 

Milton Lutheran Parish Leadership Team 
Pastor Gary Schaeffer 
Parish Organist, Music Director John Warfel 
Digital Ministry Coordinator  Seth Reitz  
Sexton/Custodian Chuck Stahl and Helen Billhime 
Treasurers Rich Handy, Carol Yost, Craig Lawler, and Lorraine Lawler 
Groundskeeper Bob Greenly 

Parish Council 
Krisa Yaiko, President; Don Fisher, Vice President; Lynnette Weisner, 
Secretary; Rose Handy, Bill Heimbach, Donna Spear 

Christ Council 
Donna Spear, President; Tonya Wargo, Vice President; Penny Ulmer, 
Secretary; Rich Handy, Treasurer, Kellie Brouse, Kay Dunn, Don Fisher, 
Nancy Mensch, Nancy Walters 

Trinity Council 
Krista Yaiko, President; Jeff Coup, Vice President; Crystal Gnidovec, 
Secretary; Kate Budman, Kevin Fry, Bill Heimbach, Connie Stover, 
Dawn Russell, Cindy Trapane 

Worship Team Jeff Coup, Kellie Brouse, Nancy Walters, Sue Warfel, John Warfel 
Digital Ministry Team Aaron Coup, Rick Coup, Seth Reitz, Stephen Moll, Donna Spear  

Outreach Team 
Connie Stover, Kay Dunn, Claire Weisner, Lynnette Weisner, Carol Yost, 
Linwood Hill, Krista Yaiko 

Discipleship Team Rose Handy, Ed Coup, Kate Budman, Kellie Brouse  
Central Office Location:  Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 100 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA 17847, 570-742-4601 
Parish Office Administrator email:  info@miltonlutheranparish.faith  
Additional Campus Location:  Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church – 1125 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA  17847 
Website:  https://miltonlutheranparish.faith/ 
Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and our YouTube Channel to connect with us online. 
CCLI License: 20959644 Size A; Augsburg Fortress License: SAS020405 
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