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Milton Lutheran Parish 

 
 

 

 
 

April 11th, 2021 

2nd Sunday of Easter 
Morning Prayer 

In Person & LIVE Streamed from the Sanctuary at Trinity Lutheran at 9:30 a.m.   

on the Milton Lutheran Parish YouTube Channel  

Visit https://miltonlutheranparish.faith/ to link to the LIVE worship  

 

Thank you for being here.  Whether this is your first time here, or you have been with us for a while, please 

know this . . . we are glad you have chosen to worship with us. 

 

 (Bold italic items to be spoken) 

 

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Gary Schaffer 

 

Prelude John Warfel 

 

Serving God through faith formation, worship, 

service, evangelism, and fellowship. 

https://miltonlutheranparish.faith/


 

Thanksgiving for Baptism Pastor Gary Schaffer 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

Let us pray… 

 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning your Spirit moved 

over the waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift of water, you nourish and sustain us 

and all living things. 

Blessed be God now and forever. 

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah 

and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the 

freedom of the promised land. 

Blessed be God now and forever. 

In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. By the 

baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage to sin 

and death, and has opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign 

of the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God now and forever. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here may be given new life. Wash away the sin of all 

those who are cleansed by this water and bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom. 

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Opening 

O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever. Amen. 

Give glory to God, our light and our life. 

Oh, come, let us worship and praise. 

 

Opening Hymn: “The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done”  John Warfel 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

1) The strife is o'er, the battle done;  

now is the victor's triumph won! 

Now be the song of praise begun. Alleluia! 

5) Lord, by the stripes that wounded you, 

from death's sting free your servants too, 

that we may live and sing to you. Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



 

Scripture Reading- Acts 4:32-35 Val Gardner 

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 

ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power 

the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 

them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold 

them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to each as any had need. 

 

Gospel Reading- John 20:19-31 Pastor Gary Schaeffer 
        19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 

sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 

Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 

are retained.” 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see 

the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, 

I will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 

doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 

doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 

believe.” 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 

book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

Sermon- “Thomas, Just Like All of Us” Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

 

Hymn: “O Sons and Daughter, Let Us Sing” John Warfel 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

1) O sons and daughters, let us sing 

with heav'nly hosts to Christ our king: 

today the grave has lost its sting! 

Alleluia! 

 

6) "My piercèd side, O Thomas, see, 

and look upon my hands, my feet; 

not faithless, but believing be." 

Alleluia! 

 

8) How blest are they who have not seen, 

and yet whose faith has constant been, 

for they eternal life shall win. 

Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 



 

Prayers- Val Gardner 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the 

church, the world, and all in need. 

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord 

who makes every day new. 

Especially we thank you— 

for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . . 

for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . . 

for the gifts of relationship with others . . . 

for the communion of faith in your church . . . 

Other thanksgivings may be added. 

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about 

your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord. 

Especially we pray— 

for those who govern nations of the world . . . 

for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . . 

for all who work for peace and international harmony . . . 

for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . . 

for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . . 

     Other petitions may be added. 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 

untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where 

we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Order for Baptism- Landon William Tanner Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of 

baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from and death and raises us to new life in Jesus 

Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the 

Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 

Called by the Holy Spirit, and trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have Landon 

William Tanner baptized into Christ?  If so, answer -- I do. 

 

As you bring Landon  to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with gifts and responsibilities:  

to live with him among God’s faithful people, bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, the Ten Commandments, and place in his hands the holy 

scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, so that he may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ 

through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.       

 

Do you promise to help Landon grow in the Christian faith and life?  If so, answer -- I do. 



 

 

People of God, do you promise to support Landon, and pray for them in their new life in Christ?  

We do.  

 

People of God, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. Do you renounce the devil and all the powers of this world that rebel against God?   

I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you  

from God?     

I renounce them.   

 

Do you believe in God, the Father?  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended 

into hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 

the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen.  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the water and by your Word 

you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  Through the waters of the flood 

you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 

freedom.  At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By the 

baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raised 

us up to live in you.  

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of  



 

baptism may be given new life.  To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Landon William Tanner, I baptize you in the name of the Father + and of the Son + and of the Holy 

Spirit + Amen.     

 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your sons 

and daughters new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Stir up in Landon the 

gift of your Holy Spirit:  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 

spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  

Amen.  

 

Landon William Tanner, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ forever.  Amen.   

 

Presentation of Candle  

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify God in heaven. 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks 

and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world. 

 

Great Thanksgiving Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 

within each cell; with every breath. 

We praise you, O God. 

Generations bless your faithfulness: 

through the water; by night and day; 

across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 

We bless you, O God. 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: 

at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 



 

beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

We thank you, O God. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 

we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

in our gathering; within this meal; 

among your people; throughout the world. 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 

by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Sung) John Warfel 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Communion 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

Communion Blessing 

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and blood 

of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we will 

give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 



 

Closing Hymn: Thine is the Glory John Warfel 

1) Thine is the glory, 

risen, conqu'ring Son; 

endless is the vict'ry 

thou o'er death hast won! 

Angels in bright raiment 

rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave-clothes 

where thy body lay. 

 

Refrain: Thine is the glory, 

risen, conqu'ring Son; 

endless is the vict'ry 

thou o'er death hast won! 

 

3) No more we doubt thee, 

glorious Prince of life; 

life is naught without thee; 

aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conqu'rors, 

through thy deathless love; 

bring us safe through Jordan 

to thy home above.  Refrain 

Blessing Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Sending 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  John Warfel 

 

News and Announcements from the Parish 
 

A Note from Pastor Gary . . .  

Happy Easter! It has been a fun and exciting few days for our community of faith as we celebrated Holy Week 

and Easter. This week I’m excited to announce that we have hired Robin Mckean-Power as our new Parish 

Office Administrator. Robin joins our community starting April 11th. I ask that you join me in welcoming 

Robin this week as she joins us for worship on Sunday. Robin’s office hours will be as follows: Monday- 12-

5pm, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday- 9am- 2pm. Please check out my weekly letter to learn more about 

Robin! 

This Week at Milton Lutheran Parish . . .    

Sun., Apr. 11 Happy Birthday Bonnie Heimbach! 



 

 Adult Sunday School at 8 AM and Worship at 9:30 AM. Live stream available.  

Mon., Apr. 12 Happy Anniversary Norm & Lois Showers- 57 years!  

 Parish Council Meeting 7 PM at Trinity 

Tues., Apr. 13 Happy Birthday Claire Weisner!  

Wed., Apr. 14 Bible Study posted to social media and website.  

Thu., Apr. 15 Happy Birthday Linwood Hill!  

Fri., Apr. 16 Happy Anniversary Joe & Krista Yaiko- 40 years!  

Sun., Apr. 18 Happy Birthday John Warfel!  

 Adult Sunday School at 8 AM and Worship at 9:30 AM. Live stream available.  

 
  

 

Milton Lutheran Parish Leadership Team 
Pastor Gary Schaeffer 
Parish Organist, Music Director John Warfel 
Sexton/Custodian Chuck Stahl and Helen Billhime 
Treasurers Rich Handy, Carol Yost, Craig Lawler, and Lorraine Lawler 
Groundskeeper Bob Greenly 

Parish Council 
Krisa Yaiko, President; Don Fisher, Vice President; Lynnette Weisner, 
Secretary; Rose Handy, Bill Heimbach, Donna Spear 

Christ Council 
Donna Spear, President; Tonya Wargo, Vice President; Penny Ulmer, 
Secretary; Rich Handy, Treasurer, Kellie Brouse, Kay Dunn, Don Fisher, 
Nancy Mensch, Nancy Walters 

Trinity Council 
Krista Yaiko, President; Jeff Coup, Vice President; Crystal Gnidovec, 
Secretary; Kate Budman, Kevin Fry, Bill Heimbach, Connie Stover, 
Dawn Russell, Cindy Trapane 

Worship Team Jeff Coup, Kellie Brouse, Nancy Walters, Sue Warfel, John Warfel 
Digital Ministry Team Aaron Coup, Rick Coup, Seth Reitz, Stephen Moll, Donna Spear  

Outreach Team 
Connie Stover, Kay Dunn, Claire Weisner, Lynnette Weisner, Carol Yost, 
Linwood Hill, Krista Yaiko 

Discipleship Team Rose Handy, Ed Coup, Kate Budman, Kellie Brouse  
Central Office Location:  Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 100 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA 17847, 570-742-4601 
Parish Office Administrator email:  info@miltonlutheranparish.faith  
Additional Campus Location:  Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church – 1125 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA  17847 
Website:  https://miltonlutheranparish.faith/ 
Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and our YouTube Channel to connect with us online. 
CCLI License: 20959644 Size A; Augsburg Fortress License: SAS020405 
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