We Warmly Welcome You to

Milton Lutheran Parish
Serving God through faith formation, worship,
service, evangelism, and fellowship.

May 2, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Morning Prayer
In Person & LIVE Streamed from the Sanctuary at Trinity Lutheran at 9:30 a.m.
on the Milton Lutheran Parish YouTube Channel
Visit https://miltonlutheranparish.faith/ to link to the LIVE worship
Thank you for being here. Whether this is your first time here, or you have been with us for a while, please
know this . . . we are glad you have chosen to worship with us.
(Bold italic items to be spoken)
Welcome and Announcements
Pastor Gary Schaeffer
When pausing to look at the beauty of the flowers in the church today we ask that you take a
moment to remember all our loved ones.
Prelude

John Warfel

Thanksgiving for Baptism
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Let us pray…

Pastor Gary Schaeffer

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning your Spirit moved
over the waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift of water, you nourish and sustain us
and all living things.
Blessed be God now and forever.
By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah
and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the
freedom of the promised land.
Blessed be God now and forever.
In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. By the
baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage to sin
and death, and has opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign
of the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God now and forever.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here may be given new life. Wash away the sin of all
those who are cleansed by this water and bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom.
To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
Opening
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Give glory to God, our light and our life.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.
Opening Hymn: “We Know Christ is Raised”
1)We know that Christ is raised and dies no more
Embraced by death he broke it’s fearful hold
And our despair he turned to blazing joy.
Refrain: Hallelujah!

John Warfel
4)A new creation comes to life and grows
As Christs new body takes on flesh and
blood:
The universe restored and whole will sing

Scripture Reading- Psalm 22:25-31
Nancy Walters
25
From you comes my praise in the | great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD.
26
The poor shall eat | and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever!
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow | before God.
28
For dominion belongs | to the LORD,
who rules o- | ver the nations.
29
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the LORD.
30
Their descendants shall | serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come.
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn,
saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!”

Gospel Reading-1 John 4:7-21
Pastor Gary Schaeffer
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In
this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for
our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever
seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And
we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides
in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and
believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so
are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved
us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters
also.

Sermon- “Christ the Vine”

Pastor Gary Schaeffer

Hymn of the Day: “Alleluia Jesus is Risen”
1)Alleluia! Jesus is risen!
Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
Splendor the lamb, heaven forever!
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!

John Warfel
5) City of God, Easter forever,

golden Jerusalem, Jesus the lamb,
river of life, saints and arch angels,
sing the creation to God the I AM!

Refrain: Jesus is risen and we shall
arise. Give god the glory! Alleluia

PrayersNancy Walters
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the
church, the world, and all in need.
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord
who makes every day new.
Especially we thank you—
for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .
for the gifts of relationship with others . . .
for the communion of faith in your church . . .
Other thanksgivings may be added
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about
your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.
Especially we pray—
for those who govern nations of the world . . .
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .
for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .
Other petitions may be added.
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where
we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Gary Schaeffer

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.
The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars; beneath the sea;
within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.
Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water; by night and day;
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.
We give you thanks for your dear Son:
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering; within this meal;
among your people; throughout the world.
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer (Sung)
John Warfel
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Communion
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Pastor Gary Schaeffer

Communion Blessing
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
Closing Hymn: “The Lambs High Feast”

1) At the Lamb’s high feast we sing praise to
Our victorious king, who has washed us in the tide
Washing from his wounded side, Alleluia!

John Warfel

8)Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live
Spirit, guide through all our days,
Three in One, your name we praise, Alleluia!

Blessing
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Sending
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

John Warfel

News and Announcements from the Parish
A Note from Pastor Gary . . . I wanted to share with you that the church council at Christ has
agreed to extend the rental period with Saint Paul’s for another eight weeks. This new partnership
has been such a blessing to our parish, and we are excited to continue to do God’s work in the world
as we share ministry together with Saint Paul’s.

This Week at Milton Lutheran Parish . . .
Sun., May. 2
Happy Birthday Shirley McBryan!
Adult Sunday School 8 AM & Worship at 9:30 AM. Live stream available.
Wed., May. 5
Happy Birthday Evelyn O’Connell!
Bible Study posted to social media & website.
Thu., May. 6
Happy Birthday Laura Beck!
Sun., May. 9
Adult Sunday School 8 AM & Worship at 9:30 AM. Live stream available.
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